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NEW ZEALAND TABLET d

self a name on the Loudon stage, I think he will bave to impart a
little more varicty into his representatioos. he dresses of the fairies
were very beantiful, Miss Berivoor, as the Queen, looked majestic
and gracefu'.

At eleven o'cl-ck Mass.on Bunday, Father Cummings made an
appeal to the congregation on behal? of the St. Vincent Da Paul
Bucio.t_v. He atated thaet, though it had been in existence only eizht
or nine months, over £73 had been distributed in food, besides
clotheseto, Hestrongly urzed on the congregation its hearty support.

On Tuesday there will be a Bolemn Requiem Mass for the repose
of the soul of Father Garin. On the evening of the same day the
devotions for the month of Msy will commence, Thess devotions
will be inangurated by a procession io hovoar of the Blesed Virgin.

Mr. O'Connor'snew premises in Barbadoes street are approaching
completion. The building has assnmed a very imposing appesrance,

A collection was made at New Headford in aid of the Parnell
Defence Fund, Mr, P. Henly, who is always ready to advance hiz
country’s canea, worked moat energetically to make the sum collecied
& handsome one, He was ably seconded in his effurts by Messrs,
Leatham, Donobue, O'Neil aud O’Driscoll. Mr, Henly collectad
#£31 11a 61, Mr. Leathtam £7 2s, Mr, Donobue £4 194, and Mr.
O'Nell £4 la. This totted up a very respectable contribution for
New Headford,

The fame of our dauntless Mayor has, I see, reached the other
side, The following local appears in a recent Sylney paper :~Tha
Mayor of Christehureh (N.Z.) having been asked to preside over a
meeting, convened for the purpose of expressing sympathy with
Parnell, prayerfully considered the matter for many days and then
declined 1n book form. His chief reason sesma to have bean a desire
not 1o dis'urb the peace of Europe, and a grovelling fear that the
British monarchy wonld 1mmedistely dissolve were it known that go
important a4 functionary and o large-eared & man as himself had
presided at such & weeting.
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(The Nation, March 2,)

Now that the attempt of the Zimes to establish the authenticity of
the letters has so ignominiously failed, it ia ali-important to recall
the promises and assertions it originally made concerning them, It
will be seen that in face of their repeated and moat confident state-
mentas, Messrs, Smith, Walter, and the rest cf the Pigottists will find
themselves unable to wriggle out of what i for them a more than
awkward position, Had the Fimes represented these alleged letters
to be merely a trivial point in its case and of no moment whatever
there might now be some loop-hole for escape, Bat as a matter of
fact it wagnot until the prospect of a strict judicial jnquiry con-
fronted it that it veatured to hint they were other than ihe central
and weightiest evilence. Ard even then, at the very moment when
for ite own eads it wished to obscore them, it a'i'l assecerated itw
ability and readiness to establish their geauinenes: by overwhelming
and incontestable pronfs,

It was the moruiog of the day fixed for the second reading of the
Coerclon Bill that the 7imes selected fur the publication ~f the first of
thesz letters. ** We do not think it right, ran the prefice to the now
famova fag-simile, ¥ to withhold any longer the fact that we possess,
and hsve had ic our custody for some time, documentary evidence
which has a most serious bearing on the Paraellite conspiracy, and
which, after a most careful and minute scrutiny, is, we are satisfiad,
quite authestic,”  Aad again, in a leadrr of the same issue, it atyles
this * a document, the grave importance of wheh it would be
difficult to over-estimate.”  “ It is," it addeld, © a fae-simile of a letter
from _Mt. Parnell, written a week after the Pheenix Park murders,
excusing hie public cond.mostion of the crim~, and distinetly cou-
doning, if nut approviog, the murder of Mr, Barke.,” On the follow-
ing day it ndiculed Mr. Parnell for denouncing the letter as a
villainons forgery, again declared its own fiem belief in 1he letter's
authenticity, and challeaged him to test the point befoic a court
of law. “ Wy pay no attention whatever,” it went on, *“t0 Mr.
Parvell's big words, andf he should proceed 10 apply the only teat by
which the tratn can be plaialy brought befors the world, we are quite
prepared to meet him.” In the issue of the next day yet another
article appearcd to the samz effsct, and Mr. Parnell's indignant
disclaimers were pronounced “ impudent assertions,”” On the 2lst of
April, it expresed its disragard whetter he attempted to vindicate
his character or did not. If he did it * would substantiate the
charges,” aud if he abstained *“thy world would see that the oppor-
tunity of doing so in the only way which is beyoni the reach of
interested cavil,” wag thus withheld from it. And * the world »
continued the article, ** will draw its conclusions, which, we venture
to gay, will not be those of the gentlemen who, being tied to Mr,
Paruell's chariot, narurally dislika to have attention ealled to the
blood on the wheels,”

Four days later the 7imes once more acknowledged the serioue-
bess of the position it had taken up. * Often when great public
Interests were at y'ake we have faced very serious risks under a harsh
libel law,int e fulfilmencof ourduty. Butnever have we acted uuder
& graver gense of resporsibility —ander a stronger conviction of
obligatin—than in the present cootroversy.” In, if possible, more
explicit terms than ever 1he charge of criminal eonspiracy and com-
plicity in murder was nrged against the Insh leader in the first week
of July ; and the recoguition of the nature and gravity of the charge
was again clearly expressed, and the respousibiiry it entailed
scknowledged : — We pave declared our rcadiness to predace docu.
ments shuwing the close relations between Mr Parnell and Egan in
regard to the exprnditure of the 1and League funds, showing that
Carey waa paid by Egap, and urged by him to get ta work and give
w3 value for our money ; showing that Mr, Parnell, when in Kiimaio-
harq, waa avgry for the f inexcusable inaction’ of bis frien s ont-ide,
remicding Hgun that he had undertaken ‘to maks it hot for old
Forster and Co’ end calling (n him to give some evidence of h s
power to do so; soowing that when Frank Byrne Red from the

kingdom to avoid trial on a charge of complicity in the Pheemix Park
murders, it was Mr, Parnell who sapplied the funds for his escaps,
and finally showing that Mr. Parnell haa repeated more than ones,
in apologetic letters addressed to members of the extrama party, tha
curions admissions contained in the document we published in fae-
simile on the 18th of April, 1887, Thess charges, wa ackuowledge,
are *grave ' and ¢ terrible,’ as Lord Coleriige ecalls them. Wa hava
brought them forward, however, under the fullest sense of respon-
mibility, and with porfect readiness that they should be sifted to the
bottom,” When the dehate was going onin the House relative totha
appointment of an inquiry into the charzes and allezations, the Times
used the following words—* Ag for the lettars which Mr. Parnall
apparently wisbes Lo mak: the exolusive subjact o f inquiry, we mean
to prove theam ™', and subarquently, oa the day of the second reading
of the Bill which constituted the presant Commission—" We intend
to prove that the leti:rs were peaunine to the satisfaction of any
tribunal whatever ™'

From thesa quotations it must be clear lo even the dullest of
comprehension what value the Times placad nn these lettors and how
confideatly they rclied on Mr Parnell's being unable to Jdiscredit
them. And when the evidence givea by Messrs Boasmes, and Mac-
Donald is remembered, there can be very little dount that this con.
filence was not based on a know edge of their unassailable charazier,
The Times manager institeted no inguairies a3 to the source from
which the letters ware got ; according to his own account ho was a3
easily catisfied in their regard as the Lord Lieutenant is of the
legal attainments of the * Bemovable™ magistrates. But one
opinion would seem tenable, and it is that the Times must hava
counted either on the charges beiog allowed to go unrebutted by the
accused, or that, in the event ot their taking up the challenge, the
case would have gone gons before a jury who would uave accepted
the evidence of the * expert,” Mr. Inglis, as sufficient, thus precluding
any necessity for the production of Pigott, It has, however, in this
reckoned without ita togt, And now its assertions have proved to be
the foulest of calumnies and ita promises the basest of lies.

THE CHURCH IN AMERICA.
.4____‘_.._.,,

IN the course of an address recently delivered at the American
College in Rome by Bishop McQuaid, the following strik.ng paessges
oceur —

" The Holy Father may have felt that we Catholics in America,
building up God's Church under exceptional circumstances, advancing
with & rapidity amazing to our European brothers, bold of thought
and frank of spesch, riding somewhat roughly over difficulties in cur
way, would be all the safer for presenting us with 8t. Thomas as a
solver of doubiful and kootty questions, should they arise, when we
blunder in our impetuous rushing ahe-d in our nnwillingness to let
suuls be lost througa the slowness of time. The Holy Father aod
all Homan authorities can rest asagred that our blunders, if such there
b, are of the head and not of the heart, that our faith has the troe
ring, for it is struck from the rock on woich Christ's Church is built,
and that more loyal and devoted children of the Holy Father can
nownera be found than in the youag, fress, and free republic beyond
the Atlantic, A repubiic in whnich the Holy Father’s owa teachinge
in regard tu true liberty, in regard to hbterty without licence, to
liberty with restrictions, safeguarding law and order, the basis on
which the social and political civilisation of our time res's, are wo
well appreciated, may be trusted with confidence.

“ No doubt the young Chaurch in America presents s me atartling
gurprises to our elder brothera in Burope. Our country is advancing
with lightning speed, there ia progress on every side, changes aud
improvements take place every day, We are accomplishinz in a few
years what other countries bave required cesturies to bring abcut,
We are building railways at the rate of 7.000 miles n year : stecam
aod electricity are our common movieg and hghting forces ; the
vast and grand commercial buildings of ten yeard ago have acarcely
worn off their freshaees when they are levelled to the ground to make
room for others larger, more commodions and more ornamental.
With this stir and activity on every side of us, with this push and
progress baelore our eyes, is it any wonder that we Ameiican clerics
imbibe some of thig energy of men of the world displayed in thinge
material, acd carry it into onr church work? If we bad not leatned
thes: iovigorating lessons of push asod progress from our fellow-
citizens, how could we ever have built cur monomental cathedrals,
our churches, schooly, seminaries, hospilale, conventa and asyluma?
Let no one be afraid of the words, progress, charge, advancement, as
used and understood in the United States, They do not mean change
1n doetrine or in the essentials of our boly religion, Ino ali questicns
of faith apd morals as taught by him who eits in Pcter’s chair, our
infillible guide, developed and illustrated by the Futhers of tbe early
Coureh, taught by 8+, Thomas and fmpressed upon us by his diseiples
of to-day, such as the erndite and eloquent Professor Batollr, whose
pupila now in America are perpetnating bis work. we are firmly
auchored and fear no drifting away, Progress, in our sense of the
word, and steadfastness in the faiith are thoroughly consistent.”

The brilliaot theory of the London police, that the Whitechapel
atrocities must have been perpetrated by a foreigner, and probably
ab American, “ because no Englichman would be guilty of such un-
natural butcheries," moves a common-sense Eaglisbman t1 the rewmark
that it iy not so many years ago since the English people nsed to be
regalel by public spectacles of disembowelling and dismembering,
performed by the officers of the law itseif for the edification of the
people, Indeed, the law by which cartiin eriminals, especially those
who commit political ciimes, may be condemaed to the humane
punishment of * hanging, drawing, and quartering,” still remains
unrepealed on the statute books of the realm. **Jack th2 Lipper ™
might have studied his art from the Mewgate Calendar, without ever
leaving the shores of his native London, urineurring the danger o
contamination from wicked Americane,— FPilof.



