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Altogether t’he new schoolrooms look so palatial in comparison to
the Brothers’ wretched old dwelling house, that I think the Brothers
would act wisely during the coming winter nights to take up their

beds and walk from the old house into the schoolroom,
There with & good fire on, they might hope to evade
attacks of rheumatiam, Inflnenza, etc., but they can bave

no such hope in the old tumble-down rookery in which they
Jlive, In summer time it iy the dustiest old place in Obristchurch,
snd'the shingles almost crackle in thesun, In winter the eame shingles
are moist and mossy, and all around the house little lakes of water
lie under the trees. On the whole, 1 think my suggestion about a
change of quarters at night, at least, is not a bad one. The Brothers
should consider it.

Aprepos of schools, I sec that there iz to be a further effort
to rob Catholics in order to improve the free, secnlar, and compul-
sory system. In view of the manner in which Catholics have been
treated over the education question, I suppose we should be suprised at
nothing, But though that 18 1he case, I must confess I do feel agtonished
at an agitation that is now going on in Wellington for the purpose
of establishing a nniversity college there, The college is not wanted.
There are three institutions of the same kind in New Zealand, and
these are eaough, and more than enough, for supplying all the edu-
cation that we reqnire. Kvez now in the Chbristchurch papers ona
frequently notices advertisements from graduates offering their ser-
vices on termas that woald be consilered law even far a juaior clerk.
If things go on as they are, and money continues to be spent so
lavishly, we shall soon find that M.A g and B.A.s of both sexes will
be as big & drug io the market as governesses are in the old country.
In any case the State bas a right to be just before it is generous, and
I think that Catholic claims should be recognised before any more
eqoandering of public money takes place on higher education,

When the Midland rallway starts Father O’Donnell’s parish
should improve. I think Springston, the point at which operations
are to begin, is in the Darfield parish, If it is, I shall be very glad
indeed, A little more grist to the Darfield parochial mill eould
scarcely be regarded as & misfortune either by the priest or the people,
who, though they are very generous, are very few, No priest in Can-
terbury vetter deserves that the tide of prosperity should turn a little
in the direction of his rarisb than Fatber O'Donnell, who has worked
most perseveringly and patiently among the people in the scattered
districts of Darfield,

Father Doyle, I believe, keeps time from hanging heavily on his
lm.nds at Lytielion by teaching the youag idea how to shoot. This, I
think most people will admit, is a most landable and profitabie method
of occupying spare time.

My, Eweeny, who for many years was landlord of the Carlton
Hotel at Lhe juoction of the Papansi Road and tbe North Belt, has
apparently grown tired of the aristoeratic suburb, and has removed
to town to the corner of Armagh and Colombo streets.  Mr. Bweeny s
friends will be pleased 10 hear that the chzoge of venue promiscs to
shorten the road to fortnne,

We are to have a real musical festival next week, Both
“ Tolanthe * and the  Mikado " are to be revived by the amateurs for
the benefit of Mr, Benson, who contemplates going Home to juin the
theatrical profession. Mr. Bencan's abilities as a singer are not very
great, but his hinricnic talent is underubtedly of & very high order.
No cumme actor who bas been here except Howaid Veroon 14 anything
like bis equal 1a such parts as Bunthorne or Koko.

The bqamsb Btudents bave quite hit the popuiar taste at the Art
Gallery. Kvery evening and afternoon during the week the lictle hall
has been crowded. A oumber of the pictures, I notice, have been
sold. The esmall ones have gone off Lest, possibly because peop'e
want quality aod nut quantity when they buy a pic ute,

L see by the 1ABLLYT that some of the collections in aid cf the
Parneil Detence Fond are to e sent home through Dr. Moran, to be
pl"tsented by bim to the sccretary of the Lesgue in Dublin, This
will be a plearing duty t2 his lordship, who, more than uny ceclesias-
tic in the colonies, scarerly, indeed, excepting Cardival Moran, has
alwaya uphbeld the cause and tte men who haive lately so signally
triomphed over lheir slanderers. Kwven when thines looke1 black
ior the Irieh leaders, anl when many protessed friends of the Irish
cause weie luchoed to Joak eoldly upin Painell and to freczingly
speak hig name, Bishop Moran’s faith in the - uncrowned king ™
never wavered, He believed 1n the man, in his 1niegnty, aond bis
bosour, aud 1t must be a source of great pleasnre to him now to find
how thoronghly his faith in s great countryman has been justified,
Thrice welcom: o the leaders of the League—Parncll and tus assc.
ciates—should be moncy coming to them from Bishop Morsa's
hands, for 1n no man on the face of the earth have they and Lreland
spod the Insh people had a truer irend tban Bishop Moran, whose
heart and pen were ever at their service, When the news of the
tneakdawn of the Zin: s’ charge, ¢ .me, many persona resretted that
the inteliigence did Lot come a little s_oner, as 1t would have been a
great pleastre and r great conmsolation to the Bishop before his
departure to kaow that lus country bad achieved so magnificent a
victory over ter encmies, However, he knows it now, and his
pleasare w1l huve been nonc the less keen bacause the news was
kept waiting for a lLicle wbile.  Another pleasure wust have bewn
his, too, upon rewisiting ths ol country. When his foor tovencd
Lrish ground, and bis hand ¢lasped an Tiish b nd, and he saw atound
him once more the green bills of Ircland, he must bave leit happy
in the cousclousness that th ugh Le kad bLeen an exile in a disimot
land where he had hard work and mocnh anxiety, vet he nev.r failed
to do a$ much as any man could d» to make the name of his country
rdmember:ed b)_’ Ler own chiidren and 1espected by others,

The intellicence that the Irish delegates iotend visiting New
Y%ealand will aftord widespread savisfaction, Ivis to be hopel that
toey wili visit the Coast, The Weat Coast peopie bave always been
unswerving 1o their luyalty to Ireland,

Qn Saturday night quite a phenomenal storm suddenly aross in
the city, The sky was clear, the stars bright, and tie air excep-
tionaily milg. It was an ideal night. Tt was so warm and fine that
upon going ouk no onc would have dreamed of taking an umbrella
or # macintosh, BSuddenly great flashes of pale blug lightning

appeared followed by erashes of thunder, and the rain began o pour
in torrents, The flashea of blue light had a maat pecaliar effect in
the darkness, Half the street which one momeat lay in deepast
shadow, was the vext iostaat lit up ag if the electric light had baen

turned on. It flashed and darted in a1 windows until nervous peaple,
nnaccastomad to such pyrotechnic exhibitions on the part of natura,

were absolutely terrificd. The electric display was not coafined to
sheet lightening but also took the more dangerous zig-zag form. The
storm expended itself in the night, and in the morning the sun shone
out brightly, and children, who in accordance with the old poetic
faney, got up to see the sun dance on Easter Sunday morning, were
at least rewarded by seeing a very cloudless sky and a brilliaat san.

Before writing my next letter I shall have an opportunity of
judging of how the Brothers’ young band of dramatic stars will
acquit themselves. Under the able tnition which they have been
receiving I have no doubt whatever that they have improved.

This evening (Sunday), the sky is becoming overcast, and the
prospect for the Literary Society’s picaiz ia not promising, Howevar,
I hope that appearances are deceptive, I'ba arrangements for the
picnic are all completed, and a disappointment would be very unplea.
sant indeed,

P ——————

WAITAHUNA.
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(From an oceasional Correspondent.)
April 10,

THE mission beld bere recently by the Rev, Father Daly 8.J., has
bien eminently succeseful, At each of the services held the church
was crowded, and the rev, gentleman’s earnest eloquent sermons
were received with much appreciation, A couple of hours was set
apart daily for the instruction of the children, with a view to thewr
receiving first Communion on the occasion of the mission, Bo well
and thoroughly bad they been previously taught by the Rev. Father
O'Leary, that very little was required in the form of instruction to
satisfy the scruples of Father Daly in conferring on them the glorions
privilege of receiving the Blessed Sacrament on such short notice ; so
that guite a large nuwmber received on the last day of the mission.
Since then I have to record the death of Mr, Kane, an old and
respected resident, who had been siling for a comsiderable time and
who receivel the Blessed Sacrament for the last time from the hands
of Father Daly, his death following some fow days’ afterwards,
Decensed was cighty years of age, and his remaine were followed to
the grave by a large number of relatives and friends.

The Bunday Scheol recently established here has been as regarda
numbers a success. More teachers are however urgently required, the
pumber attending being too many for the nnited efforts of Messra,
Eirby and Ward to keep in proper subjection. The hour 1! a.m. is &
mast inconvenient one for all concerned. 8hould the teachers think
fit to alter it to 1 more convenient one in the afternoon, deubtiess the
want of teachers would be soon Temedied, It is scarcely fair to leave
the brunt of the work on the shoulders of Messrs. Ward and Kirby,
assisted as they occasionally are by Miss Cutler,

I he weather is very cold and wet, Threshing in the immediate
vicinity is almost over, the yicld not bewng np to the average. In
mi 1ing everything 18 quiet, nothing of any note oceurring, except the
su'e ¢f a one-fourth share in Waitahuna Gully, Mr, Michael Carmody
betng the purchaser, and £161 the figure,

HOW PIGOIT CONFESSED.

———— —

Iv a column and a half letter in the Lond~n Daily Trlegraph Qeorge
Augustus Bala tells the part he played in that act ip the great drama
in which Pigott made his latest and fullest confession, bala says:—
' Last Saturday, between 1 and 2 p.m,, a knock came at my stody
door, and [ wis handed a letter from my old fifend and wenr neigh-
bour, Mr. Henry Labouchere, M.P,, whose house is at 24 Grosvencr
Gardens, within pistol shot of my tlat, The note ran thyg:—* Can
you leave everyth.og and come here at once? Moat important busi-
nese—H. L' | told the servant that I wonld be in Grosvenor Gai-
dens within a quarter of an bour, and cre that time had expired I
wag ushered ioto a large Library on the ground #oor, where I fuund
the senior meniber for Northampton smoking his snmptuous cigarette,”
Another, too, was there, ** poring over a copy of that moraing’s iesue

«f vhe Fimes, going right Cown o.e coluomn and appargotiy up it
nga n, taking column after column in succession, then harkiog back
ag though he had vmitted some choice paragraph, and then resuming
the serpueree oI his lecture, ever and anon tapuing that broad frontal
bone of his, a8 though to (voke memories of the past, with a listle
silver pencil case. The hand which held the copy of the Times never
cetsed to shake,” Sala recogoised the individual as corrssponding
precisely with a sketch he had seen * in an evening paper,” and when
8z, Labouchere, in his most courteous manner and blandest tone,

said—"Allow me to imtroduce you to a gentlemsn of whom yon must

bave beird a great deal,” Mr, Bala repled * There is not the shghtest
arcessity for naming him. [ koow him well enough; that is Mr,
tigutt.© Mr. Labouctere, in a dulest voice, ¢ ntinned—* The fact
is that Mr, Figott has come here, quite unsolicited, to make a full
confession. I told him that I would histen to nothing that be had to

say save 10 the preseuce of s witness, and remembering Lhat you

hived close by, I thought you would aot miod cowing here and wit-

ncssing to what Mr. Pigott had to confess, which will be taken

down word for word from his dictation in wriling. Mr. Pigott,

although he screwsd his courage to the stickibg place of saying

that be was going to confess, showed considerable taidiness in crally

“owning vp.”” So we let him be for abont ten minutes, writes Sala.

* Mr, Lubouchere kindled anuther cigarette. 11it a cigar and—ezcuse

the vuigarity of the phrase—continued to take stock of the man in

the easy ebair, still poring over the Yimes—still tapprmg from 1ime to

time hie forahead with the penc.l-case, aud still wriggling his one

foot and then the other, Perbaps, conscience wae growing like gout

10 his toes, At length he s'oo i up. and came forward into the hight




