. Bnday, April 26, 1889,

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

25

THE APOSTOLATE OF ST, PATRICE,

R

]‘E)V.E t‘:ke the [ollowing report of an address delivated on St. Patrick’s
y H{a Ol:mlﬂimi“l}clziora:i. f:'iom our contemporary the Sydney Nation.
COBI'HAIB folloors :_en ered the pulpit, and gave the text of his die-
* Arise, arise, put on thy strangth, O Sion, put on the garments

gf tl{} glory, O Jerusalem ; ioose the bonda fmmpo& thy necE, O cap-
!w: fa:gl:ter of Bion. How beautiful npon the mountsins arc the
h? 21: n; that bringeth good tidings, and that preacheth peace, of
B_m at aboweth forth good, that preacheth salvation, that saith to
lorl‘li, Thy God eball reign,” (lsains, chap, 52). He said :—These
:g st l:m-e sddressed by the prophet of old to the children of Israel,
b 0, though seated by the pleasant watera of Babyloa, were weighed
¢ :wn with so1row in the bondage of slavery. They wonld not intone
he songe of their fathers, for they were in an alisn land ; bot now
the propbet summoned them to tune their harps and chant their glad-
?l:“ aathems of rejoicing, for the day of their freedom was at hand,
e sana words were addressed by the Apostle to the faithful who
were called from spiritual death to life in Imperial Rowe, and from
ng?_tu age they have never ceased to find an echo in holy Church as
n?: 1ct>n ;ner natios was gathered into the saviog fold of Christ, And
:h" hs sli 1 say of the joyous anthems of thanksgiving and praise
thrw hwc{)e ocanght up by the choirs of angels, and were re-echoed
th tolllgk 'l e wide-spreading plains of Ireland when her apostle, St
: h‘ rlc ; ianded upon her shores, and when, through his preaching,
B:. |gfhti of the faith shone upon ber green hills never more to set.
. utifnl, indeed, was the message of this Apostle of salvation, this
missioner of peace, And thoss anthems of tbanksgiving shall never
ee]ue. At 10,000 altars the femst of St, Patrick is kept to-day with
;oi'cutlllill mp ; the Oburch loves to proclaim his praise, the hearts of
'“akmen are t]n:ll}ed with joy, and the nations whosa lamp of faith
Mhe edhnt Eria's shrinea are made partakers of their rejoicing.
lrehngmd er, after sketching the eventful career of 8t. Pacrick in
e an 1 pointing out the special fruits of his apostolate, thag
E{:ole ab: 1: ﬁhe time was pow come that he should rest from
vt hisue't‘e la was a3 Sanl when the summous came to enter
oo e Ir:]u reward. This wna the first Church which he had
found idm reland, . I}: was now destined to be the place of his repose.
ret.n 3 ge,tli. was privileged to prepare the shrond to enshrine his
mn‘ml. 0 her and her virgin companions he addressed sweet
g_ hmg words on the glory of the blessed, and the joya of paradise.
thw ops and priests, whom he bad formed to virtue and led to
% sauctaary, gathered round him for his last blessing, He
:xl orhed 1_he'm to peace, forbearance, and charity. At the hands of
I_Eove dieciple, st. Thassack, he received the viaticum of eteranl
ite, aud praying s blessing upon the Irish Church, and again and
:gl;m (r}epe:_mqg t‘he words which were so familiar to bim duriog life,
wDeo Gratias,” - Thenks to Toec, O God, for all Thy wosndeous
mercies,” be rested in peace, The whole clergy of Erin kept vigil
around his hallowed remains for seven daye ; but what with the chant
?_t the rehgl_ous choira und the fragranceof paradise, and the heavenly
ight that lit np the sanctuary, and the melody of the angels, the
;Jr:;le time seemed to them to be but one short hour. Ht, Patrick
o gooe Lo his reward, but his apostolate did not cease, and through
ia prayers the fruitfulness of beavenly blessings which he bestowed
upon his apiritual children shall be their inberitance till the end of
time, It is recorded in ome cf the lives of thue Saint that in an
egatacy of prayer he asked of God a ninefold share of reward for the
chosen people whom be had led to Christ. And thiamanifold reward
wag gmnt'ed in ttfe tuf[e merit of their heroism of sapetity, the
triple merit of their ze.l in spreading the light of divine trnth, and
the triple merntt awarded by tne nations of Christendom for their
nnparallelel fortitnde in enduring martyrdom for the faith. Thue the
apostola‘e of Bt, Patrick was complete. [t was complete jn that he
had gathered the whole nation of Ireland into the fold of Christ. It
waa complete in that during his lifetime, the convents and cloisters
and sanctukries were filled with chosen bands of the sons and
daughters of Erin, snd priests and bishops whom he bad himself
}:Jrn}ned to piety ministered with devoledness among the people whom
eloved. It was complete in the peaceful trinmph achieved by
Invine truih, for, thougk 8t Patrick had himaelf to suffer agreat deal
at the hands of wicked men, yet the sword of periecution was not
unsheathed against the Uhurch, and the princes aud chieftains and
people altke cmbraced the taith, It was above all complete in the
perfection of sanctity which adorned tbe Irisb Cherch, From the
chiil spell of the winter of idolatry, Ireland had passed almost with-
out & springtime into the summer glow of spiritual life, and the land
which 5t, Patrick found immersed in the darkness of paganism was at
the close of his apostolate an island of sainte, Everywhere the pro-
fane altars of superstition were overthrown and the idols foraaken,
Beligion triumphed and the blessings of God fiiled the land. The
people in crowds hastened to satiate their thirst at the fountains of
n;ercy, the divine lessons of life and light werc caught up with joy
the snthems of piery resounded through every smiling valley of Ireland,
and th'osa ornaments of virtue, temperance, charity and peace,each om;
ol which, yl‘nendmtrlbut.ednmongme naticns of Christendom, suffices
for tte privileged blessedness of a Christian people, were all blended
and entwined to form the peerless aureola of Ireland's sanctity. One
of the ancient Irish writers basdescribed under poetic imagary, the
marvellous conversion of the nation, The daughter of Lir—it is thus
he designates the people of Erin—wag held captive under Droidical
epell for 400 years, Ulothed in the enow-white plumage of the swan
she moved silent and solitary over the waters of Lough Foyle. B,
Patnck,_ arrivieg on the shores of the lske, erected his altar to offer
the pacrifice of thankegiving ana praise. At the moment of the ele-
¥ation, when the tinkling of the little bell was heard over the stitl
waters, the spell of ecchantment was broken, and the fair daughter
of Lir Arose once more in the full grace aod bloom of youth, ard
Arrnyed ln_he‘aven!y_comeliueas,and enlightened by divine faith, knelt
for viegSaint's blescings at the aliar of God. Tous was the bl,cssing
of hea\it-n set as 4 seal on the apostolate of Bt. Parick, The bills
and valieys, and glens of Krin were lit up with the light of the Goupei

and the various tribea of the nation, with & heroism aod fetvour,

arcd devotion, and gratitude vevcr surpassed in the history of the

Church, embraced the Catbolic Faith, and were gathered into the

one true fold, For 300 years after the advent of Bt, Patrick the
lamp of faith butped brightly thronghout the length and breadth of
the land, Ireland was tha joy of Christendom, an island of aaints,
a shrine of piety, a garden of the Christian virtues, s sanctuary of
civilisation and learning. Happy was it for Harope that Divine
Providence had thns prepared a home for religion in toe hearts of the
Irish race. Triumphant barbarism was very soon to trample down
the pride of Imperial Rome, uprooting its civilisation and transform-
ing ite wost favoured province into s desolate and barren wilderness,
The Suxons will ravage Britain with fire aod sword, The Franks
will orcupy the fraitful territories of Gaul, Atilla and his Huns
ehall plunder Italy. Goths, Allemaoni, and Burgondisns sbail lay
waste tbe other fairest districts of Christendom, till it may seem that
Europe can never sgain rise from the fetters of barbarism, and that
her sun of civilisation and learning has for ever set. It was then
that the Island of Ssints entered upon her mission as the burning
and shining light of the Western world. Her Chureh in thosa days
has been likened to the luminous beacon of some loity
Lighthouse planted on a rock amid the foaming surge of the ocean
and casting i.s light over the datk sea to guide the mariner in his
courge, Venerable Bede writes that the soms of the Anglo-
Baxon Kunights and Thanes proceeded in crowds to the Irish schools,
to ba trained in the paths of knowledge—bnman and divine, Others
came from France and Bwitzerland, from Germany and Italy. Kven
from the remote monasteries of Egypt and the Hast men bent their
pilgrim steps towards Erin to irim at her sanctaariea their lamp of
falth, and to perfect themselves in the kuowledge of divine trath and
in the science of the saints, And from the schools and monasteries
of Ireland inoumerable missionaries fearlessly went forth on the
arduous mission to renew the spent gloriea of civilisation, and to
revive the Onristian life of Europe. So0 many were these missionary
bands that a Freach writer a thousand years ago cried out in astonish-
ment, © All Ireland with her train cf saints and sagea is migrating to
our shores.”’ And what was the work in which the zealous missionaries
were engaged 1 I will allow another eloguent Frenchman of our own
day to answer : It was to preach the goapel to unbelievers ; to re-
animate Christians erushed under barbarian invasions; to arouse to
nobleness, degensrate sonls ; to raise up powerful races ; to rekindle
the extinguishing torch of arts and of leiters; to carry everywhere
the light of science and of [aith.” The missionary field of the sainta
and scholara of Erin in those days embraced almost the whole of
Europe, from the Orkneys to the Thames—from the shores of the
Channe! to the sources of the Rhine and the banks of the Danube,
They penetrated to the southernmost provinces of Italy ; they bore
the Gospel northwards, over stormy and icy seas, even to the Faroe
Islands and the shores of Iceland, Austrie honours 8t, Colman as
her patron ; Bt. Kilian, with & chosen band of assistants, eva ngelised
a great part of France, and penetrating thence into the heart of
Tharingia, laid deep the foundations of the Holy Church, which he
cemented with hig blood. Need I name St. Columbanue and S8t
Gall, 8t. Cathaldus of Taranto, St, Donatus of Fiesole, 8t. Romuald of
M:calin. S§t. Virgilius the Apostle of Corinthia ; 8t Boniface, wiom
all Germany salutes as patron and apostle. When I was proceeding
from Rome to Ireland a few montis ago I turoed aside from the
direct road to visit the relies of St, Fridolin at Beckiogen. He
is still bonoured toere as chiet patrou. His memory is still
cherisbed by bis devoted children, and new honours are_every day
decreed to hie name, Suffice it to say ihat more thaz 300 of the
Irish missionaries of those days have reccived the honours of the altar
—a well-deserved tribute to thewr beroic devotedness and self-
gactifice—from the grateful courches of Christendom, Nor was ita
were passing breath of sanctaty that wag thus wafted from the shrines
of Ireland to the natipny of the continent. The schools and
monasteries and other iastitations founded by those mission-
aries continmed for centuries to refleet Iustre onm  the
fair name of Ireland as centres of enlightenment and bulwarks of
morality and piety, Who is there that can prefend toenlightenment
at the presect day, aod not feel gratiful to the Irish Monastery of
Bobbio, which jealously guarded the literary treasures of Greece and
Rome m perilous times, and haoded them down in safety to um?
From that Lrish Mobnastery went forth two of the greatest Pontaffs of

the middle ages, 8ylvester the Second and Hildebrand, who did so

much to sumulate the practice of Curistian virtue, and to revive the
gacred and polite studies throughout Europe. The Monastery of Bt

Gall, on the shoree of Lake Coastance, was a pharos of light for all
Giermany. Luzeml and Fontanes were for ceotunes like fruitful
vines, whose rehigicus fruit gave joy to the diocescs and monasterica
of France. Nearer to their parent home, need I recall the island
sanctuaries of Jona and Lindisfaree, A classic writer in England
has in fond sdmiration linked together tbe names «f [ona and Mara-

tkon ; but how far motc glorious and beneficent than the battlefields

of worldly strife were thc achievements of the saintly armies of the
Celtic monastery, whose long roll of heroes and victories ia inscribed
in the imperishable pages of the Baok of Life, Lindisfarne,j the

Holy lelaad of North Britain, vied with Jona in the fruitfulness of

sanctity. Its missionaries evangelised the whole territory from the

Humber to the Thames, and continued for twelve generations to lead

innumerable souls to Christ, When the tide of rmin swept over

Christendom ia the filth and sixth centuries, many names of iuvading

trbes and peoples were heard for the first time in Europe, aud they

were the symbo! of everytbiog that was rude and barbarous. Al

that has been changed Those same tribes and peopled have for

more than a thousand years been the synonym for Christian enlight-

enment and chivalry. Whence catne this marvellous change ! The

world is indebted for it to the Irish Missionsries and saimnws who

bore with them to the continent the blessing and the fruivful zeal

of tie:r own apostle; and who can wonder if to-day these regenerated

palions of UChisteodom rejuice winlst offiering their tributes of grati-

tude and prase to the Island of Satnts aud to St Patrick from whoee

bright sanctuaty were retlected vpon them of old the quickening

rays of civilisatiop and Christian virtue. There was a wreath yet



