
A SIGNIFICANT FAILURE.

§E learn from a correspondent of the OtagoDaily
Times that a shock has beengiven at Auck-
land to faith in the inherent excellence of
human nature. It seems that a conviction
prevailedin the city that the youngmind, of
its own intrinsic virtue,longedfor knowledge,
and that all that was needed was that foun-

tains should be tapped, to whichit wouldof its ownaccord fly
todraw incopious draughts. Inother words, a public that
appears to have beenrather speculative,and but little ex-
perienced,took it into theirheads that,if technical classes were
opened inconnection with the public schools, the youthof the
city, now idle per force, would flock into them of their own
accord, thusputting a voluntary end to larrikinism,and vastly
increasing the sum of knowledge possessed by thehuman race
in general.

Hopeful, and somewhat simple people at Auckland,how-
ever,it seems,have been disappointed. The fountof learning
poured forth its streams in vain. Ingenuous youth avoided
it aa if it were the germs of some infectious disease it were
giving out. Theclasses were opened, and proved a failure,
and have beendone awaywith. Thecorrespondent from whom
we quote— or borrow

— plaintivelycomplains that aglove fight
proved a greater attraction,and the corners of the street a
more delightful resort. Education,ina word,by fancymeans
hasproved inAuckland, as it must prove elsewhere,a vain
attempt, and the rising generation in Auckland have shown
themselves to be what they arein all other places— prone to
evil from their birth, and not rushing pell-mell and all unin-
fluenced to avail themselves of everymeans of improvement
placed within their reach. The technical classesat Auckland
have but shared, for instance, the fate of the religious classes
held in manyplaces, of which at one time we heardagood
deal,but of which wenow hear nomore.

Bring up achild in the wayhe should go,as authority
directs,but donot expecthim when,in a greatdegree,he has
beenengaged inbringing himself up to enter also of his own
accord upon the right path. What is there, indeed,in the
present system of education that should incline our boys and
girls togiveup tbe glove fight or the lounge at the street
corner,or whatever equivalent may suit their tastes, for a
course of self-improvement anda pursuitof somethingbetter?
All the instruction they have obtained has been obtained by
them in schools where an effectualmoral training was an im-
possibility, and whereno incentive to a higher state of things
meedbe looked for.

We have just heard of what the goal is to which a life
given up to secular studies alone must lead. In the persou
ofa man who represents the highest product of such studies,
and in whom we see their effects most favourably illustrated,
we have a warning that should serve a& a deterrent to &U who
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BrjßK.—Oo the 26th March, at his residence,Roseneath, near
Port Chalmers, John Burk, aged 56 years.

—
May his soul rest in

peace.

ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENT."Addikgton."— We cannot insert anynotice or othercommuni-
cationunlessw« are furnished with thenameof theperson sending it.
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are not malevolently bent on the destruction of the race.
Professor Huxley, to whose explanation in the Nineteenth
Century ofhis state ofmind we allude,may withcomparative
safety to himself and others inhabit, as he says he
does, the depths of a wild and tangled forest ;
but what must be the results to tbe world when undisciplined
masses,having no desirebeyond the pleasures of themoment,
find themselves in a situation equivalent,according to their
kind? With theheavensof brass abovethem, and showingno
hope beyond, what can we expect from those whose natural
tastes lead them to the glove fight or the corner of the
street?

The experimentmade at Auckland wasa foolish one, one
that it might easily have been foreseen must endin failure.
It had nogrounds to stand upon, nomaterial to work upon.
No preparationhad been made by which it could possibly
prove successful. And all the nostrums we find proposed to
make up for the shortcomings of secularism,all the fancy
means devised to perfect what it has not so much as com-
menced,must in like manner prove futile at the best. It is
said that there isno royal road to learning. Neither isthere
an easy short-cut to moral excellence. But the waymust be
short andbroad and smooth that should lead the mind direct
fromtheuntrammelledpursuitofitsownmclinationstoastateof
self-control,and the pursuit of a highideal. The way,never-
theless,is narrow and difficult,and, as this failure in Auck-
landmay servein some degree to point out, secularism has
no part in it.

Tsk Catholics of New Zealand provide, at their own sole
expense,an excellent education for their ownchildren. Yet
each is the sense of justiceand policy in the New Zealand
Legislature that it compels these Catholics, after having
manfully provided for their own children, to contribute
largely towards the free andgodlesseducationof otherpeople's
children!11 This is tyranny,oppression,and plunder..

By the deathof the Bight Hon. JohnBright,announced here on
Thursday, 28th March, one of the greatest Statesmen and moft
eminentmen whohaveadorned the centuryhas passedaway. What-
evermayhavebeen the shadow that fell onMr. Bright's mindin the
past few years,his memorymust ever be associated with every true
and noble cause. Nor will Irishmen forget, through his failure at
the close of his career, thekindlysympathy, the powerful advocacy,
thegreatservices, for which they arestill his debtors. Thegoodness
and grandeur of such a life may wellatone for its faults. Menof
all parties have united in bearing testimony to his merits

—
Lord

Salisbury in theHouse of Lords, Mr.Gladstone in theHouse of Com-
mons,and there is no partof the world where magnificent talents,
united tointegrity andbreadthof character, areappreciated,that will
not respond to the panegyrics so deservedly pronounced. Mr.
Bright was ia his 78th year, having been born on November
16, 1811.

Mr.M. Mahbk,late goodsclerk at theWellington terminus,has
beenappointed station masteratEketahuna, on the Wairarapaline.
Mr.Maherhas thoroughly deservedhis promotionby seventeen jcara
of good and faithful service in the department. We heartily wish
him success in his newsphere of labour.

Mb, T.P.O'Connoe sends the following message to the Boston
Globi under dateFebruary 26 :

—
The feelingagainst the ill-treatment

of Irishprisonersis still running strong,and is increased by a repe-
tition of brutalitieseveryday. For the first time since the beginning
cf the great struggle, the Tories openly confess that the tide is turn-
ing against them,evenBalfour last night joining in the confession,

The exposure madeo£ Beach, alias Le Caron, in the United
States has been complete. Ithas also been very serious, as itis im-
possiblethat it can avoid causing a very sore and angry feeling
among allclasses of the American people against England. Beach
wasnot a majorbut a bugler and afterwards a seconJ lieutenant
of coloured troops in the Federal army, wherehe was also a British
spy. Inhis capacity of a soldier he mutinied in face of the enemy;
refusedtogo intobattle,and wasinconsequence imprisoned. Inspite
of his denial, he has been provedby bank andpost officeofficials
tohaveconstantlybeen in the receipt of largedrafts fromEngland,
Heis credibly accused of body-snatching, forgery, and swindling.
His evidencehas been flatly contradictedby Senator Jones, Mr.John
Devoy, and Mr. Alexander Sullivan,and also by a Mrs. Lomasney
whose deceased husband he accusedof having been a dynamiter. Mr.
Sextonat Dublin has also denounced his testimony as false. The
gravest charge, however, made against him is brought by Mr.
Powderly of the Knighta of Labour, who proves his statementby a
letter written toaim by this man and which he has preserved. Itis
to the effect that at the time of the strike on the Missouri Pacific
Railway three years ago,Le Caron, whom he did not know,and of
whomhe tooknonotice

—
though fortunately,he filed his letter

—
pro-

posed to him toresort to force and cripple the company by theuse
of explosives,which he offeredtoplace at his disposal. But this offer
cominghorn a paidBervant of the British Government,and involv-
ing danger to lifeand a wide and reckless destruction of property in
theUnited States, must certainly produce a markedeffect amongthe
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