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[\We are ot responsibie for the opinions expressed by pur Correspondents:]

HOME RULE TRIUMPHANT.

TO THE EDITOR N.Z, TABLET.
81R,—It is an admitted fact by nearly every intelligent man Lhat
Ireland is and must ever be indissolubly connected with Great
Britain. Whatever the solution of the problam may be that is 1o
tranquilise that part of the Empire, its separativn frem a joiot
interest in the destinies of Great Brilain cannot now be enter amed
for a moment as a possible, or even desirable faotor towards that end.
It is essential, therefore, from its intimate and abiding connection
with the Empire that Ireland should as epeedily as posasible be
freed from every impediment to progressive prosperity, The
wretched friction, the serious discontent, the bitter animosities, and
the chropic poverty of ite peasantry, which are prevalent in that
country are, indeed, grangrenous sores that are daily becoming more
obnoxous and give painful evidence of bygone maltreatment, Itis
usaless, however, to reflect on ““ what might have been,” for the
uleerous wonnds are there, and po body can be sound when any
member thereof refuses or is incapable of working tn harmony with
the controlling will of the head. 1l any reasonable asd kind-
hearted man were to witness & horse with galled ehoulders and u
feeble emaciated body refusing, with the resolute boldness of
inability, to pull an impossible load, and sea its master cruelly using
a whip to urge it forward, his impulse would be to remonstrate
aghinet the barbarity, and to sapgest the lightening of the load.
The legislative union with Great Britain, secured, as it was, by frand
and injustice, and without 1he consent of the nation, and based upon
oross partiality to the small minority of the inhabitants of Ireland,
wag the intolerable load laid upon an impoverished and wesk people
which a powerful master has compelled them to bear for nearly a
century, Itis true that time after time a few concessions have been
reluciantly granted in order to avoid the total breakdown of the
disabled and fractious nation, but still there is left the most oppres-
dive part of the burdenm, the exceptional administration of the law,
known as Castle Rule, with all ita hideously cruel espionage, and
anti-Irish spint, Surely after so long an expericnce of the utter
futility of coercion snd compulsion to bring the Irish people into
loving subjection to Great Britain, it seems like the madness
of nan iofuriated tyrant to continue applying ealt to
the gaping wounds which are spread over the whole body
politic of Ireland. A wise, kind, and skilful physician, finding that
drastic treatment was makiog bis patient daily worse would try a
milder and quieter method. Heome Rulers are like that physician ;
they advocate a conciliatory system of government, and salthough
they do not santicipate any miraculous cure of the chronic evils of
Ireland, they do bope that grantiog self-government to that country
will most materiaily teod to improve the relations between itaelf and
Great Britain. They want the speedy realisation of that hope, for
they do not for an igstant doubt that it will goooer or later be
achieved, Wnen Home Kule 19 obtained, the wonder will be, anm it
bas been in all past concessions to Ireland, why 1t was not granted
long before the end of the century., Among the marvels that Pilgrim
paw in the house of the Interpreler was a fire, upon which one kept
cas!ing oil while another constantly poured water, Yet did the fire
maintain 118 work and contirually burn bigher and higher. In like
manner, we see the British Goverament on many occamons and in
many and various waya feeding the fire of liberty with the oil of
educativn, of Liberalising-and ¢xtending the franchise, and of colomal
examplen of self-government and we see the same Government
pouring torrents of the water of coercion oo the fire they keep influm-
1ag, repressing the aspirations thoy bave created, and puttiog aside
10 contempt the loyal and moderate representations which they have
taught the Irish people to make tarough their elected representatives
in Parliament. Wby Ireland has been decied ordipary fair play for
80 long 19 becanse the popular mind and will of Great Britain had
scarcely any expressicn 1o Parliament until recently, the rich land-
lords and upper classes predominating, and the main opposing fore:
to the demand for Home Rule lies still 1n that body. It is 1o 1hat
body the words of Professor Harrison apply, with wlhich I close,
describing a po.icy that is doomed and that has been the corrapting
cause of the agrarian miseries and crimes in Ireland. He says, ¥ For
many centuries rich men i Epglanod have found in [ieland an
unhmited fizld where the strong might wring wealth out of the weak.
There for centures taey have built up a scheme of specuiation wh ch
ttey pleased to call Law, maintained by asystem of terroriam which
they vic-samed Goveroment, and consecratcd by a system of religious
injustice which they pretended to be a Church, The end nf 1L all
was pecuniary, not pohtic.”"—1T am, ete,,
A TRUE UNIONIST.

PARNELL DEFENCE FURND.

TO THE EDITOR N.Z, TARLET.
Big,~1I have much plessure in furwarding to you for transmission
Home to the Secretary of the Parnell lademnity Fund the sum of
mxty-five pounds eighteen shillings sterling (£65 18s), which has
been pubscribed by the generous and patriotic members of the Irish
National League in the Grey Valley, pansh of Ahaura.

Besides this amcunt which I now eend, there bas been already
forwarded the respectable sum of thirty-one pounds seventeen
thllinge gnd sixpence (£31 17a 6d), through the Central Branch of
the Irieh National League in Greymouth (viz.. Blackball, £17 25 6d ;
Msaor: Creek, £9 58; and Cameron’s Terrace, £5 108); making a
grand total of £107 58 collected this yesr in the parisn of Abaura for
the Defence Fund. By publishing in tbe next editiin of the TABLET

the accompanying list of subscribers togsther with the respective
sums oontributed, you will very much plesse your admiring friends
in the Grey Valley.—I1 am., etc.,

Ahaora, D. F. O'HALLAHAN,

TO THE ¥DITOR K. Z. TABLET.

BIk, —I have much plessure in forwarding you £111 1s 64
towards the fand to defray the expenses of Mr. Parvell and his
colieagues in their coatly contest against the Times and the Tory
Government, The subscription was inaugnrated here by our parish
prieat, and though we hava many difficulties to contend with, this
remittance will show that the people of Waimate are io full sympathy
with the struggle which is being made to win for Ireland rights and
liberties similar to those weenjiy 1n this Colony. We trust that the
ariuous efforte of Mr. Parnell and the other Irieh Nationalists to
achieve legislative independence for Lreland will soon prove succeds-
ful, despite the maligoant influence of the {imes, and the detestable
adminittration of Salisbury and Balfour, and that the Irish at home
will ere long enjoy tae blessings of being governed by themselves
again,

Attached herein, 1 send you the list of subscribers, which we will
thapk you to publish in the next issue of the TARLET. Wishing you
&snd the Indemnity Fund every success,—1 am, ete,,

JouN O0'CoNNOR, Becretary Parnell Dotence Fund,

Waimate, March 19, 1889,

TO THE EDITOR N.Z. TABLET.

S1R,-- Enclosed yon will please find post office order value £12 3« 6.1
being the amount collected by me towards the Yarnell Defence Fund
which amount has been subscribed by different denominations of
Whaitahuna district. You will be good enough to publish in the
TABLET the different names from the list I bave herewith forwarded
to you. You will oblige by remitting this amount to the treasurer of
the Pargell Defence Fund. Mr, Martin Hyan gave me most valuable
assistance in collecting the above sum,—I am ete,,

JAS, CAMPRELL,
Waitabuna, March 20, 1889,

CONCERT I[N DUNEDIN,
o
THE concert given by the Irish Rifles in the Garrison Hall, Dunedin
on Monday evening, s a celebration of 8t, Patrick's Day, proved &
thorough success. The hall was filled, and, in some instances, there
was a difficulty found in eecuring places. Among the audience we
noticed the Ven. Archdeacon Coleman ; the Rev. Fathers O'Leary,
Lynch, aud Vereker; Colonels Wales and Jack ; Majors Gordor, and
Callan ; and a large number of the officers and members of the
Volunteer corps of the city, The programme, which consisted almost
exclnsively of Irishk music, was well seleeted, and, as the services of
professional and amateur talent of a high order had bicen obtained,
the performance was all that could be desited. Tha lady vocalists
were the Misses Wooldridge, Walsh, Blaney, and Corrigan, each of
whotn ioterpreted the number entrusted to her in a very happy
manner. Miss Wooldridge's metlow voice and finished style are
familiar to the music-loving public of Dunedin, and are always an
attraction of great power. Her singing on this oceagion was oo ex-
ception to the rile, and deserved for her the enthusiastic encore in
each lostance given her, Miss Walsh has now attained to a highly
credivable place among our amateur siogers, Her natural powers,
which are very coosiderable, have been made a great deal more of by
caredal culture, and the 1e.ult i3 particularly charming. Her notes
arc extremely sweet and eamly produced, and io feeling and expree-
gion she excels. Bhe was also honoured with an encore, Miss
Corrigan has for some time been an established favourite yn Danedin.
On the present occasion she had ample scope for the display of an
admirable flexibility of voice, which is one of the chief fen ures of
har ginging, and one sufltciently rare to make it additionally valuabie.
An encore marked the appreciation of the audience. Miss Blaney isa
young amateur of much promise, who sings with exceptional sweetness.
Her preity and charmingly-rendered sosg aleo received ao cucore,
The gentlemen wto sing solos on the occasion were Messrs, Walls,
Umbers, Jago, and Yonng., Mr Walle was new to a Dunedin audience,
but by hia sweet singing atonce gainedand retained the admivation J
the audience. Mr. Umhers acquitted bimself in capitalstyle, and was
particularly hapoy in the expression given to his songe. Mr. Jago
as usual. was admirable in every respect, and proved himsell well
capable of interpreting Moore, whica is no very easy task, Mr,
Young made & most pleasing impression, Some of the " Melodies
gung by male vuicis Bs double quartettes, and without accompani-
ment, were especially effective, A fantasia on Irish airs performed
by the Garrism Band, under the coaductorghip of Mr. D, Wishart,
and whos: performance was fully up to the repatation justly earned
by the conductor and his band, and an arranzement of the
“ Melodiesn” played with artistic skill on the clarionetie by Mr, W,
Corrigan, were the instrumeatal 1teme. lessra, Barrett and 8racken,
performed the jealously scene frem Othello, in which they added frest
laurele to those obtained by them in tie late representation of the
trapedy given at the Priocess 1heatre Messrs, A. J. Barth and K.
Towsey, ns accompaniste, eontributed much to the seccess of the even-
ing. A Bechstein grand piano had been kindly lent for the occasion
by Metare. C. Begg and Co  The decorations of the hall were very
appropriately arranged by Mr. Button. The commiltee desire us o
thank, on their bebalf, the Direct Importiog Compaby for the loan of
a handsome screen and pot-plants.
—————

Our esteemed contemporary the Boston Adrertiser, says that
William O'Brien is “ a very hot coal fur the Engiishmen 1o bandle,”
but adds that, \f Balfour can gut him into bis power {1 aix monibe,
' there is little doubi that be would be effectually eilenced.” Nobody
donbts Balfoar's willingness tv compass the murder of Willian O Brieu,
bul everybody knows that he lacks the hardihood to do so while the
murder of Mandeville is so fresh io the public memory,-—Pilus



