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HOME RULE TRIUMPHANT.
TO THE EDITOR N.Z. TABLET.

the accompanying list of subscribers together with the respective
■urnscontributed, you will very much please your admiring friends
in the Grey Valley.— lapa. etc.,

Ahaura. D.F.O'Hallahan.
TO THE EDITOR N. Z. TABLET.

Sir,
—
Ihare m«ch pleasure in forwarding you £111 Is 6il

towards the fund to defray the expenses of Mr. Parnell and his
colleagues in their costly contest against the Timss and the Tory
Government. The subscription was inauguratedhere by our parish
prie9t,and though we have many difficulties to contend with, this
remittance willshow that 'hepeopleofWaimateare in full sympathy
with the struggle which is bsing made to win for Ireland rights and
liberties similar to those weenj >y in this Colony. We trust that the
arduous efforts of Mr. Parnell and the other Irish Nationalists to
achieve legislative independencefor Ireland will soonprove success-
ful, despite themaligaant influence of the Time*, and the detestable
administration of Salisbury and Balfour,' and that the Irishat home
will ere long enjoy tie blessings of being governed by themselves
again.

Attached herein, Isend you the list of subscribers, which wewill
thank you topublish in the next ipsueof the Tablet. Wishing you
and the Indemnity Fundevery success,

—
Iam, etc.,

JohnO'Connor,Secretary Paruell Defence Fund.
Waimate, March 19,1889.

TO THE EDITOR N.Z. TABLET.
Sib,— Enclosed you will please findpost office order value £12 8s G.I
being the amountcollected by me towards the Parnell DefenceFund
which amount has been subscribed by different denominations of
Waitahuna district. You will be good enough to publish in the
Tablet the different namesfrom the list Ihave herewith forwarded
to you. You will oblige by remitting thiiamount tothe treasurerof
the Parnell Defence Fund. Mr. Martin Ryan gaveme most valuablp
assistance incollecting the abovesum,

—
Iametc.,

Jas. Campbell.
Waitahuna, Marcb 20, 1889,

Sib,— lt is an admitted fact by nearly every intelligent man that
Ireland is and must ever be indissolubly connected with Great
Britain. Whatever the solution of the pioblem may be that iB to
traoquilise that part of the Empire, its separation from a joint
interest in the destinies of Great Britain cannot now be enter ained
for a moment as apossible,or evendesirable factor towards that end.
It is essential, therefore,from its intimate and abiding connection
with the Empire that Ireland should as speedily as possible be
freed from every impediment to progressive prosperity. The
wretched friction, the serious discontent, the bitter animosities, and
the chronic poverty of its peasantry, which are prevalent in th.it
country are, indeed, grangrenous sores thatare dailybecoming more
obnoxous and givepainful evidenceof bygone maltreatment. It is
useless, however, to reflect on "what might have been," for the
ulcerous wounds are there, and no body can be sound when any
member thereof refuses or is incapableof working inharmony with
the controlling will of the head. If any reasonable and kind-
hearted man were to witness a horse with galled shoulders and n
feeble emaciated body refusing, with the resolute boldness of
inability, topull an impossible load, and sen its master cruelly using
a whip to urge it forward, his impulse would be to remonstrate
against the barbarity,and to suggest the lightening of the load.
The legislativeunion withGreatBritain, secured, as it was, by fraud
and injustice, and without the consent of thenation, and based upon
prosspartiality to the small minority of the inhabitants of Ireland,
was the intolerable load laidupon animpoverishedand weak people
Which a powerful master has compelled them tobear for nearly a
century. Itis true that time after time a few concessions have been
reluctantly granted in order to avoid the total breakdown of the
disabled and fractious nation,but still there is left the most oppres-
sivepart of the burden, the exceptional administration of the law,
known as Castle Bule, with all its hideously ciuel espionage, and
anti-Irish spirit. Surely after so long an experience of theutter
futility of coercion and compulsion to bring the Irish people into
loving subjection to Great Britain, it seems like the madness
of an infuriated tyrant to continue applying salt to
the gaping wounds which are spread over the whole body
politic ofIreland. A wise,kind, and skilful physician, finding that
drastic treatment wasmaking his patient daily worse would try a
milder andquieter method. Home Rulers are like that physician ;
they advocate a conciliatory system of government, and although
they donot anticipateany miraculous cure of the chronic evils of
Ireland, they do hope that granting self-government to 'hat country
willmost materiallyteud to improve therelations between itself and
Great Britain. They want the speedy realisation of that hope,for
they donot for an instant doubt that it will sooner or later be
achieved. Wnen Home Rule isobtained,the wonder will be, as it
hasbeen inall past concessions to Ireland, why it was not granted
long before the endof the century. Among the marvels that Pilgrim
saw in thehouse of the Interpreter was a fire, upon which one kept
casting oil while another constantly poured water. Yet did the fire
maintain its work and continually burn higher and higher. Inlike
manner, we see theBritish Government on many occasions and in
many and various ways feeding the fire of liberty with the oil of
education, of liberalismg-and extending the franchise, andof colonial
examples of self-government and we see the same Government
pouring torrents of the waterof coercion on the fire they keep inflam-
ing,repressing the aspirations they rave created, and putting aside
idcontempt the loyaland moderate representations which they have
taught the Irish peopleto make tnrough theirelectpdrepresentatives
inParliament. Why Ireland has been decied ordinary fair play for
so long is because tbepopularmind and will of Great Britain had
scarcely any expression in Parliament until recently, the rich land-
lordsand upper classes predominating, and the main opposing forcj
1o the demand for Home Rule lies still in thatbody. It is to that
body the words ol Professor Harrisou apply, with which Iclose,
describing a po-icy that is doomoiand that has been tbe corrupting
cauße of the agrarian miseries andcrimes in Ireland. He says,"For
miny centuries rich men in England have found in lieland an
unlimited field where tupstrongmightwring wealthout of the weak.
There for centuries they have built upa scheme of speculationwh eh
trey pleased to call Law,maintained by asystem of terrorism which
they nic-named Government,andconsecratedby a system of religious
injustice which they pretendedto be a Church. The end of it all
was pecuniary, not politic."— lam, etc.,

A Tkue Unionist.

PARNELL DEFENCE FUND.

TO THE EDITOR N.Z. TABLET.
Sib,

—
Ihave much pleasure in forwarding to you for transmission

Home to the Secretary of the Parnell Indemnity Fund the sum of
sixty-fivepounds eighteen shillings sterling (£65 18a), which has
been subscribed by the generous and patrioticmembers of the Irish
National League in the Grey Valley, parish of Ahaura.

Besides (hisamount which Inow fend, therehas been already
forwarded the respectable sum of thirty -one pounds seventeen
thillinge sDd sixpence(£3l 17s 6d), through the Central Branch of
the Irish.National League in Greymouth(viz.. Blackball, £17 2s 6d ;
Maori Creek, £9 ">s;and Cameron's Terrace, £5 10s); making a
grand total of £107 5s collected this year in theparisn of Ahaura for
the Defence Fund. By publishing in the nextclitijnof the Tablet

CONCERT IN DUNEDIN.
The concert given by the Irish Rifles in the GarrisonHall,Dunedin
on Monday evening,as a celebration of St. Patrick's Day, proved a
thorough success. The hall was filled,and, in someinstances, there
wasa difficulty found in securing places. Among the audieDce we
noticed the Yen. Archdeacon Coleman ; the Rev. Fathers O'Leary,
Lynch, aod Vereker;Colonels Wales and Jack;Majors Gordon,and
Callan;and a large number of the officers and members of the
Volunteer corps of the city. The programme, which consisted almost
exclnsively of Irish music, was *ell selected, and, as the services of
professional andamateur talent of a high order had beenobtained,
the performance was all that could be desired. The lady vocalists
were the Misses Wooldridge, Walsh, Blaney,and Corrigan, each of
whom interpreted the number entrusted to her in a very happy
manner. Miss Wooldridge's mellow voice and finished style are
familiar to the music-loving public of Dunedin, and arc always anattraction of greatpower. Her tinging on this occasion was noex-
ception to the rule, and deserved for her the enthusiastic encore in
each instance given her. Miss Walsh has now attained to a highly
credhable place among our arnattur BiDgers. Her natural powers,
whichare veryconsiderable, ha^e beenmade a great deal more of by
cartful culture. aTd the ie>ult is particularly charming. Her notes
areextremely sweet andeasily produced, and in feelingand expres-
sion she excels. She was also honoured with an encore. Miss
Corrigan has for some time been an established favourite inDunediD.
On the present occasion she had ample scope for the display of an
admirable flexibility oi voice, which is one of the chief features of
her singing, and onesufficiently rare to make itadditionally valuable.
Anencore marked the appreciation of the audience. Miss Blaney is a
youngamateurof muchpromise, who siDgs withexceptionalsweetness.
Her pretty and charmingly-rendered sojgalso receivpd an encore.
The gentlemen who sing solos on the occasion wefe Messrs. Walle,
Umbers, Jago, and Vonng. Mr Walls wasnew to aDunedin audieDce.
but by his sweetsiuging atoncegained andretained theadmiration i]
the audience. Mr. Umbeis acquitted himself incapitalstyle,and was
particularly happy in the expression given to his songs. Mr.Jago
as usual, was admirable in every respect, and proved himself well
capable of interpreting Moore, whica is no very easy td6k. Mr.
Youngmade amost pleasing impression. Some of the " Melodies

"
sung by male voicts as double quartettes, and without accompani-
ment, were especially effective. A fantasia on Irish airs performed
by the Garris m Band,under the conductorshipoi Mr. D. Wishart,
and whosiperformance was fully up to the reputation justly earned
by the conductor and his band, and an arrangement of the"

Melodies" played with artistic Bkill on the clarionetie by Mr. W\
Corrigan, weie the instrumental itemp. Messrs.Barrenand Bracken,
performed the jealously scene frem Othello, in which they added fresb
laurels to those obtained by them in tie late representation of the
tragedy given at the Princess Theatre Messrs. A. J. Barthand E.
Towsey.agaccompanistp, contributed much to the success of theeven-
ing. A Bechstein grand pianohad beenkindly lent for the occasion
by Me^rp. C. Begg and Co The decorations of the hall were very
appropriately arranged by Mr. Button. The committee desire us to
thank, on their behalf, the Direct Importing Company for the loan uf
ahandsome screen andpot-plants.

Our esteemed contemporary the Boston Advertiser, says that
William O'Brien is "a veryhot coal for the Englishmen to handle,"
but adds that, if Balfour can gdthim into his power fjr six month?,
'■ there is little doubt thathe wouldbe effectually tilenced." Nobody
doubts Balfour's willingnesstocompass themurderof Willian O'Brien,
bin everybody knows that he lacksthe hardihood to <io so while the
murder of Mandeville is so fresh io the public memory.— Pilot
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