
DESCRIPTION OF OUR LORD BY A
CONTEMPORARY.

[The following lettor was writtenby Fublms Ljntulus, prede-
cessor of Pontius Pilatr as Governor of Judea. The unuinal Lttin is

in possession of the Ceaarini family ot Kome. The tollowuig is a
translation from the italun ,'orticJtr Maria, -the lialiau being
taken from the oiigmal Latin J
IHAVE learned, O Ca^ar, that it is t'iy wis'i to k-iow wh.it Iwill
now relate to ihee— that ihere is a mau living Lciu ot grtai virtue,

named Jesus Christ, who by the people is ealiui a prophet ;and his
disciples hold him tor divine, and say that he is the Sou ot uod, the
Creator of heaven and earth, ami oi all things tha' fir- the.mi :ind
have been made. In tru«h, O Cesar, wondeiful things ,m-uuy day
performed by this Cnmt. he raises the deal to liteand heals ail
maladies by a single woid. Aman of noble btatuio and ot veiy
beautiful countenance, in which such majesty ru-uli-b tint tlu^e who
look onhiru arc fore.d to admire him. Hitun- is tue Cjluurot v
fully ripeclustuut, and from his eais down bib bhoulncrs v i> ot the
colour of earth, but f-himng. it is pai ted in the innMie ot iln i. nt-

head, after the manner ot the Na/uru.c . His iou-t.ead i>s nuot i
and very serene, his face free fiom wrinkle or tpot, amt win,a slight
colour. The nostrils and lips cau not be reasonably found tai.lt with.
Toe beard is thick, and, like the ban, not veiy lon-: and divided in

the middle. There is a look of terror inhis giaveey^;tin- i}<snre
like the rays ot the suo, andit is impossible to look him s c idilym
the face on account of thc.r bnl'iancy.

When he reproves, be terrifies , wien he r.dmoniahcs, he weeps,
he makes himself lov.d, and is giavdy cliLCitul. It issail that be
was never seen to lau^h, but he was seen to weep. Ilia h.uids and
arms are very beau'iful. In conversition he i>s charming, tut he
seldom engages in it;aud when he does converse he is vtiy modest,

of countenance. Inpresence he is the most beautiful manmat could
be seenor imagined,— just like his mither, who is tue most beautmil
young person that was ever behell in these paits. But it thy maj-siy,
O Ciesar, dcsiri-a to Fee him, as you wrote to raj in form_r letteib,
makeitkuown unto me,and Iwill t-ead bun to thee- at once.

In learning he isan obj -ct of wonder to the entuo city ol Jeru-
salem. Ho never studied at all, and yet he ki-OAs all seieuc s. He
wears sandals and goes bare-headed. Many laugh at so- i ig him,
but in his presence and wbea speaking to him they tear aud tiumbl.-.
Itis said that such a man was never seennor heard hi thc<e p.nts.
Intruth, as theHebrews tell rue, tnere never wereheard such ,ulvices,

such sublime doctrine, as this CJhnst te.ich'S ; and many ot me Jews
hold him for divine, and they belli ye in him, while many others

accuse him to me as bengcontrary to thy M.ij -sty, O ( ,uui
'

lam
verymuch annoyed by thesimalicious Hebrew,, it,Haeiiii .w.e.iyel
that he has never done harm to any one, but good : alt t jat kuow
him and bave had dealings with him say that ih^y havr icccived
from him benefits andhealth. But to thy Majesty, O C.c v,i,thy
obedience.lam most devoted. Whoever tboushalt coamiaiil mo
will be executed. Farewell

From Jerusalem, <he seventh indicuon, eleventh moon, of thy
Majesty themost faitLful and mo3t obedient,

PUBUUS LKNrULUd,
(Jovernor of Judja,

Friday. March 22, 1889 J<EW ZEALAND tABLET.
MORE FAILURES.

Itseems that the Church of Scotland Mission in Indiahas been a
oomplete failure. This we leain from a brochure entitled " A Few
Facts About our Foreign Missions," publishei by the Rev. W. AListon,a retired chaplain of her Majesty's Kcclwiastical Establish-
ment, Madras. The chief point to which Mr. Liston directs attention
ia the educational metnods pursuel by the Mission at the three
Presidency towns,and headmits that after fifty yearsof the Limner
educatioaalcampaign against heithenistn, the (Jnurch of fccciland
couldnumber only 343 members and adherents in all Southern India.

The reason hegives for this failure is that themission has devotei
its energies to the education rather than to the evengplisation of the
heathen,and that, " while ithas been successfully adding numerous
graduates to the Madras and other universities." it has "signally
failed toaddconverts tothe Church of Christ." He adds : " As to the
missionary character of these institutions (Church of Scotland Mission
collegis). if this is not a misnomer, they are certainly practical
failures inthis relationship. Daring the whole of my twemy yeaTb'
service in the Madras PresidencyIamnot awareof a single direst
convert who has been gained to the causeof Cbei^t, or the Church of.
Scotland, from all our Kbours in the institutions"

"Yet the 'Biblehour' ia never missed in ihesi institutions by
the missionary ; but with whatresult? Here is Mr. Listou'aanswer :
'■ Ihestudents attend our colleges to stu iy and pass for a degice,
not to read the Bible. Ani whenthe

'Bible h>ur' comes on. ilusj
Hindus getup the facts of the Bible very much ia thi same fashio-i
that Christians, inour school dayrf, gotup our lijmaa An lquities or
our Grecian Mythology. These Hindus can tell you to a cieety bow
many concubines Solomon had;they can tell yon the exact date of.
tue deluge according toU-hcr's Chronology, and t.iey have the tacts
of the Bible at their fingers' cuds;but, to my mint!, they are no
nearer Christ by this metnod than are those studen's who attend
what we Indians call'pucka 'Uovernm>nt colleges."

This ishow Protestant missions are progressing in India. Ami
hereinCeylon do they make greater progiessI VVe ask our Protestaut
friend, in Jaffna, who have educated thouainds ot Hindus ia their
high schools,unfettered by Government regulations,and free to teach
whatever they like, whether the lesults have been much superior to
those obtained by the Scotch Mission colleges ? We ask them to
deduct from their members all Catholic perveits and all native paid
agents and their families, and then show us now many Hue and
sincere Chrisnaus remain on their list-, /— Jajtna Catholic Guardian.

The Catholicpapers inItaly announce the cDnvermon atFlorence
of three English ladies, who were receivedinto the Catholic Church
pß^beFeast oftheImmaculateConception.

injreference to their action that a demonstration was latelyheld at
Castleconnel), and that arising out of speeches thenmade prosecu-
tionsarepending against Meesrs. Finucanc and Sheeny, Famellite
llembers.

Tipperary.— Christmas Day was celebrated at Thurles
with its usual religious solemnity. Archbishop Oroka celebrated
eight o'clock Macs,and at12o'clock there was a Solemn High Mass,
Father Crowebeing celebrant. Immediately after Mass Pontifical
Benediction was given by the Archbishop. Amongst the congrega-
tion present was Wm, O Brien M.P., whois vißiting his Grace. As
soonas the religions ceremonies were over themajor portionof the
congregation walked to the front of the Archbishop's hous?, where j
they cheered for Wm. O'Brien and his Grace. The Holy Family
Band, too, put inanappearanceand plajedanexcellentprogramme.
HiaGrace and Wm. O'Brien and severalpries1s stood on the terrace
walk in frontof the palacedaring tho musical recital. The [Arch-
bishop thanked, on behalf of himßelf and Mr. O'Brien, the per-
formers and thepeople, who then withdrew. In the woikhuuse the
inmateswere providedby the Guardians with an excellent dinner.
FatherJohn Kyanadded to their comfort with a pipeand a pieceof
the weed. He alsosupplied the juvenile inmates wiih confectionery,
etc. Frederick Burke,Chairman Boardof Guardians, superintended
the dinner arrangements, and afterwards both himself and Father
Ryan, who are violinists ofnosmall repute,played several selections
on the violin for the inmates.

A Nationalist meeting was held at theLeague rooms, Banana,
December24, for thepurpose of considering the recent action of the
ChiefLand Commissioners in adjusting their newscaleofrentcharges.
John Cullinan, addressing the meeting,said that it wasoutrageous
to find increases of rent put upon paltry abatements after years of
terrible depressionsuch ashavebeen goae through,simply because a
sudden and transient increase insomeinstances inthe priceof cattle
hastaken placein the latter end of the present year,which increase
wa§ due to a scarcity if cattle,as well at) to other merely temporary
causes. The followingresolution was then passed:

—
That we enter

our solemn protestagainst the vaiiations of judicial rents now an-
nounced, which we feel bound to stigmatise as a Londonderry-Bal-
fourian jobdevised tosuit Tory tactics, and in face of which the
slightest ehred of confidence in the land courts must become iv
reality a thing of thepast. We further proclaim it to be our firm
conviction that thetenant-farmers of Ireland should mark, their con-
demnation of Buch grossinjustice by refusing toany longer recognise
the land couitd, relying instead on their organiaation, which alone
cansave themselvesand their families from ruin.11

Tyrone.— Borne of the land-robbers in this County are be-
coming emboldened by the laxity of organisation among the tenants.
Notices have been posted on the Town Hall in Draperstown, in-
forming the Drapers' teuants that Mr. Glover will attend at Drapers-
town ina short time[forthe settlement of theejectmentdecrees stard-
ingagainst the tenants in the Division ofDiaperstown,andthatpro-
ceedings willbe commenced against those tenants who fail to have
their ejectmentssettled.The notices further state that all tenantswho
willfail tohavepaid the rentof 1888, will be processedfor the approa-
ching Quarter Sessions. Some of the tenants havea1ready offered to
pay the rent of 1888, but the rent of those tenants against whom
thereare other civil bill decrees still remainingunsettled, would not
be acceptedwithout their paying the amount of the decrees and the
ejectments, together withall costs. A number of the tenantson this
estate who wereallowed an extensionof time for payment of their
arrearß, have already failed to pay their installments as ordered
by the Connty Court Judge, and these flre now threatened with evic-
tion.

RoSCOtntnon.
—

There was a general meeting of the
Castlerea

" suppressed
"

branch cf the League on December 25. E.
J. McDermott wasmoved to the chair. P. (Jonroy prtpoied.and T
Egan seconded the following resolution, which was carried :— That
wepledge ourselves to carryon the work of this branchof theLeague
notwithstanding the prosecutions pending agaiaat some of our most
respected members and despite the efforts ofthe brutal Tory Qovc rn-
ment, through its police, to suppress it.

James J. O'Kelly, M.P., having completed his term "f two
months' imprisonment under the Coercion Act, was releas^d from
Sligo Gaol onDecember 23. Tbe honourable gentleman immediately
proceededby train toBoyle, wherehe wasmet by a large number of
his constituents, who received him wartnly. Subsequently ho wa«
presentedwithan address and apurse ot sovereigns as a testimony of
thehigh admiration in whichhe 19 held and of the gratitude wnicti
the people of Roscommon feel to b3due to him for the sufferings he
has endured. Mr,O'Kelly, in reply, staled that he was nothing tho
worsefor his imprisonment and was as determine I as ever to stand
by thepeople whenever they required his services. He afterwards
proceededby toemail train to Dublin.

"W^aterford.— Trere wasa gcneial meeting of the Thomas
fc'exlonbranch of the League, Waterford, December 23. The ch.iir
wastaken by William Hurley. The following resolution, proposed
by Thomas Carey and seconded by Morgan Dunn, was cft~iied by
acclamation:— That weprotest in the s'rongest manner against the
tyrannicaland despotic action of our Toryrulers in proclaiming the

prcc°Bßion on the anniversary of the Manchester Martyrs in the city
of Waterford.

"Wexford.
—

The monthly meetingof Kyle branch was held
on December 23, D^nis Kennedy in tho chair. Others present:

—
James Fitzpatnck, Denis E°;ao, Richard Moloney, Patrick Fehan,
Timothy Phelan,William DreDnan, William Mahev,William Scully,
John Kelly,Thomas Breen, MichaelAhem. The followingresolution
was unanimously adopted :— That we call on Sir Charles Coote's
agent togive thereduction voluntarily guren us last year,namely,
20 per cent.,ai we believe any less will be inadpquite to aoeet the
deficiencies in farm produce thia year.

11


