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that it inay go off. If yon don't turn the muzzle down T shall be
compelled in self-defence to strike you over the wrist with my atick.”

# What the devil brought you here, then?' he ssked, in a more
composed voice, putting his weapon back into his bosom. * Can’t &
gentleman live quietly without your coming to peep and to pry?
Have you no business of your own to look after, eh! And, my
daughter? how came you to know anythiog of ber? and what have
you .een trying to sgueeze out of ber, It wasn't chance that brought
you here,”

“ No,” said I, boldly, “it was not chance which bronght me here,
I have had several opportunities of seceing your daughter and of ap-
preciating her many noble qualities, We are engaged to ba married
:‘0 e.a,cb. other, and I cawe up with the express iutentina of eeeing

er.

Instend of blazing into a fury, as 1 had expected, the General
gave a long whistle of astonishment, and then leaned up against the
railings, lnugbing softly to himself,

“ English terriers are fond of playing with worms,” he remarked

at lnst. “When we used to bring them out to India, they used to
trot off into the jungle and begin sniffing at what they imagined to
be worms there, But the worm turned out to bs a venomous snake,
and sc poor doggy paid the penalty. I think you'll find yourself in
& eomewhat analagous position if you don't look out.”

“You surely don't mesn to cast an aspersion mpon your owa
daughter ! T said, flushing with indignation.

“0Oh, Gabrielle is all right,” he answered, carelesgly. * Oar
family is not one, however, which I should recommend a young
man to marry into, Auad, pray, how is it that I was not informed of
this sovg little arranpgement of yours?

“We were afraid, sir, that yon might separate ug,” I replied,
feeling that perfect candour was the best policy undar the cirenm-
stances, It is possibla that we were mistaken. Before comiag to
eny final decirion I implore you to remember that the happiness of
both of us is at stake. It i3 in your power to divide our bodies, but
our souls shall be for ever united.”

“My go.d fetlow,” said the Genmeral, in a not unkindly tone,
* you don’t know what you are asking for, There is a gulf between
you and anyone of the blood of Hua herstone which can never be
bridged over.” All trace of anger had vanished now from Lis
maaner, and had given place to an air of somewhat contemptaous
amusement.

My family pride took fire at his words, * The gulf may be less
than you imagine,” I said, coldly, * We are not clodhoppers because
we live in this out-of-the-way place, I am of nuble descent on oue
sile, and my mother was a Buchan of Bachan, I assure you that
there is no snch diaparity between u3 as you seem to imagine.

* You wisnnderstand me,” the General anawered. It is on
our side that the dispsarity lies. There ars reasons why my daughter
Gabiielle should live aud die single, It would not hi to your advau-
tage to marry her,”

¢ But surely, air,” I persisted, 1 am the besi judge of my own
intereats and advantiges. Sinc: you take tnis grouad all b-comes
easy, for I do aasure you that the one intercst which overrides all
others ia that I shonld have the woman I love for my wife, If thisis
your only obj.ction to our mateh, yon may surely give us your ¢on-
sent, for any danger or trial which I mayincur in marrying Gabrielle
will not weigh with me one featherweight,”

 Here's & young bantam 1 exclaimed the old soldier, smiling
at my warmth, *“It’s easy to defy danger when you don't know
what the denger is."

“ Woat is it, then ! I asked, hotly. “ There is no earthly peril
which will drive me from Gabrielle's side. TLet me know what it 18
and test me,’’

“#*No no. That would never do,” he answered with a aigh, and
then, thoughtfully, as if spaaking his mind aloud: “ He has plenty
of pluck, aud is & well-grown lad too. We mivht do worse thaa
make ose of him.,” He #ent on mumbling to bimelf with a vacant
stare in hig eyes ag if be had forgotten my presence.

“ Look here, Weat,” be said presently,  You'll exeuse me if I
spoke hastily a little time ago. It ia the second time that I bave bad
ccoasion to apologtse to you for the same offence, It shau't ocenr
again. I am rather over pirticular, no doubt, in my desire for com-
plete isolation ; but I have good reasons for insisting on the point.
Rightly or wrongly, I bave got it into my head that some day there

. might be an organised raid upen my grounds. If anything of
the sort should ocour I suppose I might rekm upon your aasistance I

4 With all my heart.”

8o that if ever you got a mescage such aa‘ Come up,’ or even
simpiy * Cloomber !' you would know that it was an appeal for help,
andhw;n}lld hurry up immediately, even if it were in the dead ot the
night ¥

“ Most certainly 1 should,” 1 answered. * But might I ask you
what the nature of tha danger is which you apprchend I

“ There would be notbing gained by your knowing.
wounld hardly uoderatand it ir I told you,
now, for I bave stayed with yon too long.
you ag one of the Cloomber garrieon now.”

* Ouoe other thiog, sir,” I'said, burriedly, for be was turaing away ;
“I hops thyt you will not be angry with your daughter for anything
which I havs told you. It was for my sake that she kept 1t all sscret
from you."

“All right,” be said, with his cild, inserutable smile, *I am
not sach an ogre in the bosom of my family as you seem to think.
Aa to this marriage question, I should advise you a1 a friend to lut 1t
drop altogether, but 1f that is impossinle I must insist that it stasd
over completely for the preseat, 1 is impossible to say what unex-
pecteltarn ev. ntsmay take. Good-bye!"  He plunged 1010 the wood
aod was quickly out of sight among the dense plactatim,

Thus ended this extraordioary interview, in which this strange
mea had begun by pointiag a loaded pistoi at my breast aod tad
ended by partlally acknowledging the posmibility of my becoming his
future son-iu-law, I hardly knew whether to be esast down or elated
over it. On the one hand he was likely, by keeping a closer watch

Indeed, you
I mnpet bid you good day
Remember, I count upon

over his daughter, to prevent us from communicating as freely as we
bad done bitherto, Against thia therea was the advantage of having
obtaired an implied consent to the renewal of my auit at some future
date.

But this danger—this shadowy, unspeakable danger—which
appeared to rise up at every turn, and to hang day and night over the
towers of Claoomber ! Rack my brain as I would I could not conjare
up any solution to the problem which was not paerile and inadequats,
QOne fact struck me as beiog significant. Both the fatber mod the
gon had assured me, independently of each other, that if I were told
what the peril was I would hardiy realise its sigmificance, How
strange and bizarre mast the fear be 'which can scarce be expressed
in intelligible laognags, T beld up my haod in the darknesa before
[ turned to sleep that night, and 1 swore thit no power of man or
davil should ever weaken my love for the woman whose pure heart [
had the goxd fortune to win.

(2o be continued.)
N

SEND A GIFT TO PARNELL.

PR
{Fronz the New York Sun.)

It ought to be distinctly recognised that the preeent brief suspension
during the holiday searon of the sittinga of the Parnell Commiesion
offers ns the last opportunity of defending the mau who personifies
the Irish cause against the combined attack of the London Times and
the British Government. Do Americans intend to let the judgment
of the Commission and, what is of far greater import, the verdict of
Laglish opinion go by default! 1f not, it beboves ua to beatir oar-
8clves, and heed the appeals that come to s from those who under-
stand how closely the euceess of the Home Bnle movement is bonnd
up with the trinomphant exculpation of the Irish chief,

The investizatien undertaken by this Commission is practically
a trial, in which Mr, Parnell and his principal Nationalist collengnes
in Parliament are defendants. They stand accused of offences which,
if brought home to them, would irremediably strip them of the
regpect and sympathy which (Hladstonians now feel for them, and
whiah they have Jaboured so long and faithfully to win, Their
accuser, the London Zimes, commands almost unlimited pecaniary
redources of its own, and in its search for incriminating evidenca is,
secratly or openly, assisted by tha Tory Jovernment, Muok of soch
evidence is, no doubt, of a flimsy or fictitious character, but the fact
muit be demonstrated in & Jegal way and at the proper junctare.
#ach a demonstration requires an array of expert attorneys and dis-
tinguished counsel, besides a multitude of agents employed in nn.
coering the antecedents of the plaintiff’'s witnesses and in eollecting
counter testimony, This means, in view of the hnge fees expected
by leaders of the English Bar, s vast current expenditure, which in
the case of Mr. Parnell is computed not to fall sbort of 2,500dols, &
day, We do not believe that opne-tenth part of those unavoidable
daily disbursemente have been met by Irish-Americans, in spite of
uegent and incessant requests for he'p,

It ia a strangely iil-choser momont ia which to leave Mr, Parnell
in1he lureh, Never since Juoe, 1886, have Irigh Patriots stood more
in need of American friendship and support. Mr. Giadstone hes
been forced by the condition of his health to leave Eagland for the
south of Karope, and is litely to be absent many weeke. At the by-
election held in Btockton last week the Gladstonian majority was cut
down almost two-thirds, The Buakim programme of Lord Salisbury
hus besn 80 successfnlly carried out that the Ministers are more self-
confident than ever, and their one dangerous critic, Lord Bandolph
Churebill, may have to fall back on his formerly-announced inten-
tion of winteriog in South America, Bo defiant have the Govern-
ment become of public comment on their invidious ralutions to the
Times, that last week they procured the passage of & resolution thas
the roil of the Honse of Commons should be taken before the Com-
mission, in the hupe of thereby proving the geanineness of Mr, Par-
nell's signature to certain incriminating letters. The inference ia
that preparations are now making on the part of the Times and ita
official patrens for a desserate effort to waake good their prineipal
charge ot the re-agsembling of the Commission.

8uch im the strees of the aggression to wnich will ba exposed,
after the lapse of a few weeks, the man who has come nearer thean
sny other Irishman since Grattan of wringing justice from QGreat
Britain.

How do the fervent friends of Ireland in New York propose to
uge the interval? Have they no Christmag gift for him who haa
devoted big life to his country ? Will they send to Mr, Paruell ng
pledge of hope and of aff-ction for the New Year that is at hand ?

The Congress of the Bangaless, at Allahabad, has bean criticiee 1
by a seclion of the British Liberal Press as a national movement
looking toward self-government in Indis. Resolutions were adopted
aimed at a reform of the Legislative Council, making half the mem-
bers subject to geaeral election ard half to nomination by the Crown
Couneil.  Huggestions were also offered for making laws to control
the finances of the country and all questions of war. The leaders
of ths movement are fomenting an agitation far the redaction or
abolition of taxes. The means which they employ to this end are
“sgeditious” pamphlets for those who ean read, and itinerant preachera
of * gedition,” who circulate among tne masses inciting the people to
refase to pay taxes and to destray the English rale.

Rome, December 30.—Opening with the words % Ezeunte jam
anne,” the Papal encyclical thanks God for the consolatioss which
the jubilee rejuicings have brought to the Pope, and his Holiuess
thanks the Catholic world for ite tokens of affection snd devotion.
Tarning to religious matters, the encyclical observes that the tan.
dency of the age is toward material 1nterests, and that the tendsocy
i+ strengrbe wed by worldly pride, aa evil Press and drams, demorali-
eation of the arts aad changed eduncaion in schools, matemalistic
and atheistic teaching obssaring iroe notions of right, Socialism,
Nihilism, and Communism, it says, are also outcomes of this addition
to material things, The Pope attended the Te Dewm service in Bt.
Pater's t -day to mark the close of the jubilee year, Fifty thousand
tickets had been :ssued and 50,000 persous were present,



