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but carnot afford to work so cheaply, An actors’ petition to Con- THE MYSTERY OF CLOOMBER.
gress iv, therefore, being drawn up with the end of obtaining protec-
tion sgeinat this unfair foreign competition. T

A letter from Cardiral Gibbons to Archbishop Eider of Crocis-
nati has been published 10 which his Eoinence speaks of an inrer-
view given by him to Masier Geniral Powderly, of the K.ights of

bour—who had expressed his willingneses in every way to comply
with the wishes of 1the ecclisiastical suthonties, and to make the
emendatiors in the rules of the association required by the Holy
Office The Kuights f Labour kave alwave had 1a Cardioal Gibbons
au enlightened and powerful protector, aud their ready acceptance of
such mod fications as ecclesiartical authority has proposed to them
amply provea that bis Eminence bas not beea mistaken in bis patron-
age of them.

Farsons, the labour contractor of Connecticut, kad been fined for
ill-treatment of ore of hw subjects. This wasa young Pole whom bae
kad chained to his waggou, and in that position expoaed to extreme
sufferiog from cold. Parsons, in the course of his trial, spoke of him-
eolf as o public benefactor, and produced evidence to prove that he
was connected with a Young Men's Christian Associstion and a Sunday
achool, and, therefore, in all respects necessarily a humagpe and exemp-
Iary character., Blave-drivt g, however, tn its open furm, waa found
consistent with much that was pious, aad 1t 18 nut setonisbing 1f, in
ita more serreptitious methods, it sustains such a relationship.

The Flsheries question still remains doubifal. A case of peculiar
hardsbip has just occurred, in which an Am:ican vessel that had
put in to Halifax disabled and iesking badly was refused leave 1o
dispose of ber cargo, conmiating ot five tbonsand pounds of fresh
haiibnt, and, therefore, ¢ ndemned to have it rot 1o her hold, What
makes the care still more sericus is that 1t wis the cousequence of a
sharp rebuke addr swed by the Minister ut Customs at Otiawa to the
collector at Halifax for baving a Little time befure, under somewhat
similar circumstances, permitied a trans-shipment of cargo. The
obstinate determination ot the Government 18 thos wade plaaly
visible. I:1s no wonder if American fishermen aie looking forward
with anxiety to the assumption of the reins of Governwent by Presi.
dent Harrison and his Cabiget, Tuoey hope that under their jurs-
d:ction a sterner attitude towards therr Caoadian oppressora will be
aesumed and maintained,

The question of the negroes io the Bouth haa of late been again
attracting attentrion. Senator Ingalls, for eximpls, bhag given it as
bis opinion that 1f the racis canuot assimilate—which he evidently
believes they cannot—one or other must go to the wall, He doea
not say which, but there con be little difficuliy 1o setthing on his
choice. The eminent Georawau, Mr, Grady, is more emphatle and
ahows how the justilyipg text oft quoted 10 old nmer. ™ Cursed be
Canasn,” still pasees current.  I'he negre, " be says, '’ can , ever be
established in dominion over the whie race in the Sooth. .o
No sword drawn by mortal ru.n, no army marshalled by m atal hand,
chn replace them o the gupromacy ftom whieh they were ¢t dunn
by our people, fur the Lord God Almighry decreei olherwise when
He created these races, and the i ming sword of Hisa cha g i wul
enforce His decree ani work ou H s plan of w chinzeable wis om.'
Ia clher quarters it 18 proposed to eett e the o fliculry by tne 1mme-
gration jof & white pipuiason. Meantime, the f.ct rewains, an
Benator Iogalls vxplains it, that the negroes—pure n groes, for the
hulf-caste, or mulatto, strain 1 dyiug outl « are 1acieasiug 1o 1 umbors
muck more rapidly tkan the whites, Al thoughtful men, therefore
are looking with apprebension towarde what the tuture may bring
forth,

Good news for compositors comes from Ilartford, Conuecticut,
A newspaper 10 thai iy, the Evening L2st, 19 now entire v set up
by machinery. The mactine used 18the Thorne Type-“etting Machine,
invented by the man from whom 1t takes i1s pame 1n 1880, and which
has now been made perfect sor practical purposes,  lurec buysor
girls, by the a1d of vne of these machines, van do the work of six 1ully
qualified compomtors, The advantage 14 manifesl as a great aimy of
labour wiil be liberat: d and permitted to turn .o other pursuite,  lhe
adrantage of having one chuld cut of every two families do the work
of two heads of fami 1c3 18 evident—particularly when the wages
earned are those of the child rather than of the pareut, Tue advan-
tage, however, is poesibly more visibie to « mplovers than to the em-
ployees hberated. Whin machiuery was first 1ntreduced for labour-
saving purposes riots ensued, and many machines wele smash:d, Tue
rioters were condmned as short-sighted men fighting ag.-1ug' ther
own interests, and, in any case, opp.sing the 1wwevituble,  I'he world
im, nevertheless, now face to face with a problem—tbat of tkc machine
versue the man—which must s ooer o later be solved, aud 11 whose
solution it is not :mpossible that riote, as yet untqualied. may cecur.
The child and the macbine, as vppored 10 the un ccupied man, pre-
sent a very ominous sppearance. The number of ¢ mpusliors 1o be
liberated in the Un:ed Htates slove 18 calenlatzd at 70,000,

A band of supporters of order and morahty hns then orgamsed
at Apra, Kansae, These amateurs wear a umiorm consisting of &
white cap drawn over the b-ad ard face, with ho'es for the eyes wnd
mouth, and & red robe, Thor horees ate also covered w1 b black
blankets, and, so equipped, they mde forth at wight in fuitiment of
their eelf-sppointed duty, Thuir methods, if wiolesome, are rather
rough. A dirty and la:y map, for examp'e, has been balf-drown.d
py them with bucketa ot watrr poured over hum, A man who bad
iil-treated his wifc has beer tied to a teligraph pole and savagely
whipped. Under the guardianship of the White Cap=. as these nouc-
turoal enemies of misconduct are cailed, 1ll-doers 10 the newglibour-
hood of Agra have evidenty caus- to be careful of themeelves, The
community generally, huwever, seems rather disinchined to lovk upon
the matter sy an unmixed good,

(By A, Co¥ax DOYLE, in the Pail Mall Budget.)

“ There i8 & kcientific incredulity which surpasses in imbecility
the obtueencss of the cloc-hopper.'—BARON HELLEKBACH.

CHAPTER V,
HuW FOUR OF UM CAME TO BE UNDER THE BHADOW OW
CLO MBER,

1rRUST that my readers will nut set me down as an inquisitive bosy-
body w.en 1 say that a3 the days and weexs weot by, I found my
atlention and my thoughts mure and more atiracted to General
Heatherstone and the mystery which surrounded him. It wasin
vain that I endeavoured by hard work and a strict atiention to the
laird's affairs to direct my mind into some more healthy channel.
Dou what 1 would on land or on water, I would atiil find myself
puzzling over thia ooe question. uptil it obtained such a hold
upon me that I felt that it wae useless for me to attempt to apply
ayeelf to anything until I had come to some satiefactory solution of
it. I could never pass the dark iine of tive-foot fencing snd the great
iron gate, with 1 8 massive lock, withou' pausirgand racking my brain
as to what the secret might be which was shut 1n by that 10scrutable
Larrer.  Yet with all my conjectures aud with all my obeervations I
could never come to auy conclusion whbich could for a moment be ac.
cepted as an explanation,

My mster had been out for & stroll ene night, visiting a sick
peagant, or performing suime other of the numerous acts of charity by
which sbe hud mde herself beloved by the woole countryside, *Jubn,”
sbe said when she returned,  have you not cbeerved Cloomber Hall
at night 7"

" No,”' I answered, 'aying down the bock which | was reading.
“Not siuce that memorable eve g when the Generaland Mr, MeNeil
c&me over to make their inspections,’

“ Weil, John, will you put on your hat and come & little walk
with me !" I could see by ber manner that something had agitated
or inghtened ber.

 Why, bless the girl '’ cried I boieterously, *“ what 13 the matter f
The old ball has not gone on fire, aurely ! You leok as grave ag if all
Wigtown were 1a o blaze,”

* Not quite 80 bal as that, sbhe said, smbaog, ** But do eome out,
Jack. 1sbould vury mueh hike you 1o sce 11"

I had always refraned from saying anything which might alarm
my & & er, 8o thal ehe Loew nothiog of ire nterust whick our neigh-
bours doings had for me  Ather 1equeat 1 took my bat and totlowed
her out 1nto the dackniows,  She led 1be way along a tittle footpath
over tne moor, which bruaght us to some nsit g giound, from which
we cowd jovk doan upou tle Hall without our view being obetructed
by any ot tbe fir-uees which had brev planted round v, " Look at
teat,’ satd my wister, paus ng at the sumant of tuis httle emioence,

Clonmbur Jay beueatn usin a blaze ot Light, In the iower tloors
the shutiers ubscured the llumieat ooy but above, {rom  he broad
witndows ot the secotd stoTy to the Lbiu 8118 at the summit of the
Wwwer thele wag 0ot & chiuk or an aperture which did not reud forth
nostie mout taoninee, 8y dezzing was the offict 1hat tor a oment
I was poisuaded tnat the bunse was on fire, but the steadiness snd
coearn ny of the higho soon fro d me trow tna apprchension, 1t was
cleariy the result ot mwany lamps plactd sysiems 1caly wll over the
puslmiog It added to the stisng. off ¢o tbat all these briluanily
thumi ated roums wore apparcnliy uotensas ted, -nd some £ 1hom as
far as we could judge, weie not aven turniehed,  through the whole
great boure the € was o sign of movement or ¢ f Lic—nothing but
the clear, L winking tood of yltow hight, 1 wus sali lost 1z wonder
at the gieit whon [ heard a 80 11, qock sob av my side.

* What 131, bather, dear 7" 1 arked, lockiug down at my com-
panion,

«1{eel 8o frightened. O ., Joha,Joln take me home ; 1 feel so
frightenrd ' Sbe clung to mwy arm, and pulled at my coat in &
peifeet frerzy of fear,

*1t'nall safe, darhog,” Teand suothingly.
What bas upset y uso 2’

+1 am afraid ot them, Jobn ; [ am sirad of the Heatherstones,

Why 18 therr house bt up hke tu s every mght! I have beard from

otoers that 1t s alwayseo, And why dows the old msn run hke =

tright ved bate 1f anyune comes npon bim, There 1s something

wiovg about 1t, John, aod 1t tizsutens me

I pac.fies her as wetl as [ could, and led her home with me, where
I toch care that she snould have wome hot port negus before going to
bed. 1 avolded the subject of the Heatherstones tor fear of exciting
ber, amd ghe did nob recur to1t ob Ler own accord, 1 was coprvinced
however, fiom what | had heard from her that sbe bad for some time
hack buen making her own observations upon onr neighbours, and
thitin d- 1ng so she had put a considerable strain upon her nerves, 1
could sce that the mere fact of the Hall being uluminated st night
w8B Ot 00ugao to account fur her extreme angitation, and toat 1t must
have derived 119 1mpottance 1n her eyes from being oune in a chain of
mcrdents, all cf which bhad lefea weird or uspleasant impression opon
her miund, ‘1hat was the conclusion which 1 came to at the time, and
I bave reason to kpew now that I was right, and that my sister had
¢ven mure cause than I had myself tor behieving that there was some-
thing uncanny about the tenants of Cloomber,

OQur intcrest 16 the matier may bave arisen at first from nothing
bicher than euriesity ¢ but events spon togk a turn which associated
ua more clos iy with the furtunes of the !leatherstone family,
Mordaunt hai 1s8ken advantage of my 1ovitation to come down to the
Iaird s house, and vn geveral occas10n9 he brought with bim hig besuti.
fnt mster The fout of ug would waoder over the moors together
or, perhans, if the day were fine, sct sail upen our hittls skff anu stand
off into tre Insh Bra, On eucn excursioss the brother snd mis.er
wouul be as merry and as tappy a3 two chidren, It was & keen
plessure 1o thew to ercape foom their uull fortress, aod to see, 1f only
for a fuw hours, ttiendly aud sympatbetc faces around them, Thers

“ There is nothing to
fear



