2 NEW ZEALAND TABLET

Friday, February 22, 1689

the pawe of English greatness, justice, and honour, a bye-word
throughout the civilised world,

Mr. Michae! Davitt has lately expressed himeslf on
HOME RULE  thissubject as follows :—* My views on the question
FOR BCOTLAND, of Home Rule for Beotland are in no way intluenced
by the contention that such an issue might com-
plicate the present Home Ruie policy towards Ireland. I am a firm
believer in the principle of national self-government wherever it can
ba spplied to the satisfaction of national wants and aspirations ; and
assaming that the people of Scotland believe they can administer
their own affairs in Edinburgh better and more economically than
they are now attended to in Westminster it would be most selfishly
unnreasonable on my part to say ‘ You must not demand this advau-
tageous change, as your doing so will postpons the attainment of a
similar change for Ireland.! The Irish question should be made to
block the way against reactionmry or co:rcive proposa’s, but not
against progressive or democratic reforms, The gtrenglh of the Land
League over previous Irish agrarian movements consisted to a large
extent in the international character of its principles and propaganda.
What is demanded for Ireland fa a'so advocated for the crofters of
Scotland and the farmera of Wales ; aod the prevalence of advanced
ideas of land reform in England, Beotland, snd Walea to-day is
largely, if not mainly, due to the Radical land reformers of Feeland.
I am of opinion that a similar attitude to the Home Rule question
will serve Ireland bstter in the end than one which excindes Eogland,
Beotiand, and Wales from present contingent consideration in the
matter of national self-government, If Scotland reslly desites Home
Bule, it its national eentiment 1s evoked in favounr of a National
Asgembly in Edinburgh, tbe very manifestation of such s feeling
among the Scottish people will make Home Bule for Ireland an
assurance dombly sure. Home Rule for Ireland is a good thing, but
*Home Rule ali round ' is better —better for [reland too, because the
moment when the common-sense of the thing dawns upon the popular
mind of Scotland snd England, Ireland's ciaim to a common system
of national self-rule will become irresistible.”

AMoxa the resalta of the union of Italy has beeo
the emigraticn on a large scale of the Italian
people. In Itsely, strange to pay, a change in the
Government bronght about for the immense benefit of the people has
been followed by such a condition of geaseral and abject poverty in
the country that the peopls, so benefited, are willing to fiy anywhere
from the starvation that At home stares them in the face, Tne con-
sequence is that in soma parts of the kingdom whole villages have
been almost completely abandoned and the new world is filled with
Italian immigrants, 1t is, meantime, very significant that, while the
Italian Government, whose grinding taxation bas principally bronght
about such a state cf things, takes no trouble whatever about the
fate of its exiled subjects, the Pope follows them with the utmost
solicitude and makes every effort in bis power for their relief and
protection, Thus the Holy Father, finding that their condilivn in
America was especialy miserable and hazardous, has lately estab-
lished a special coilege where priests are trained for the purpose of
following these exiles isto the strange lands in which they bave been
forced fo scek a doubiful refuge, and watching over them 1here, The
Holy Father evidently sympathises with the need of the emigrant
for the mipistry of a priest belongiog 10 his own race and country,
snd knows that no other can so efficiently or fully satigfy all he
longe for. The Pope has, besiden, addressed & letter on the subject
to the American hierarchy, in which he commends, in a particular
mauvner, taese poor exiles to their care, and bespeaks for them their
sympathy and watchfulness,—What we may rarticolsrly remark,
meantime, is the difference we can plainly see in all this matter
between the false and the true. On the one hand we have the usur-
ping Government 8o conducting the affaice of the country as to render
it impossible for large numbers of the people an¥ longer to find a home
there, and when once they are driven out troubling itself no more
about them ; on the otber, there is the Pope proving himeelf stil] the
father of these poor people ; straiving his limited means to provide
for their wants, and to rend them clergy who will aid, under-
stacd, and sympathise with, them, and in whom they may place the
familiar confidence that no stranger, however estimable and respected
he may be. can win, Nothing more than this conotrast, it seems to
us, can illustrate the true nature of the Roman question or make it
clear in what the genuive interests of Italy consist.

A CORTRART.

THE unfortunate clergy of the Church of England,
at least as they appear in the colonies, bave of lale
been meeting with a good deal of eriticism—nol of
a very flattering kind. We Bod. for exsmple. a
leader on the question in a recent issue of the Melbourue Age which
rans £) such an effect, The writer drawa a contrast between the work
doune by th: Cathel e Chureh and that done by the clergy referred to,
in which he makes more admissions in Eavour of 1hie Church than we
should have ¢xpected fo come Leom such a quarter, He admile, for
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example, that the celibacy of the priesthood is an advantage. The’
Catholic priest, he says, ¢ has o family ties to divide his attention
or dry up his energies, which are, therefore, concentrated npon the
pastoral care of bis flock.” The writer, howerer, though he rather
discredits the report that the Bisbops at the Lambeth conference had
spoken of the Aoglican clergy of the coloniesas “ muffs *' and ¢ milk-
sups,” hardly looks upon them himself as much better, They have
came to the colonies for the most patt, he tells us, as ¢ raw recruits,"
—a stage of existence, nevertheless, thai mankiad, ae a rule, must at
some time or another pass through,—and, ther. fore, they remain use.
lass, The writer's proposal for the amelioration of matters is more
pay and more mission work, He would have a better claes of men
sttracted into the Church by the prospects of higher pay, who
should then devete themselves to active miassion work among that
acction of the people which is, to all intents and purposes, heathen,
The writer, in short, proposes to inspire men by worldly motives to
perform work whose successful performance altogetber depends on
its being performed in an unworldly spirit. The fact is, however,
that if, according to ibis writer's general argoment, the enccess of
the Church of England, or rather her saivation from a complete fall,
is to depend on her adoption of the methods of the Catholie Charch,
her fate is sealed., She bas pothing to gain by adopting measures
that she has nejther the apirit nor the ssnction to carry out, and
which can only result, if employed by her, in disappointment and
failure. The Church of England canaot borrow from the Catbolic
Church, because the Catholic Church eannot lend the epirit thas
quickens her undertakings, and without it even her methods, were
it possible to employ them, would ba worthless. It is not, then,
becanse the clergy of the Church of Fogland begin by beiog raw
tecruits ihat their Church in the colonies is a weakling, for every
soldier must first of all be a raw recruit, to be formed by experience
and drill, It is becanse » aystem barely existing within its original
limits by the force of circumstances has not the strength to bear
transplantation, and cannot flourish among new surroundiogs. The
clergy referred to, therefore, may be unfortunate, but it is not fair
to condemn them ag blameworthy. They are only worthlessin per-
forming the impaossible,

American Ilotes.

Tax golden jubilee of ¥he Very Rev. Edward Sorin, Father-General
of the Congregation of the Holy Cross, and founder of Notre Dame
Uun1versity, Ind., hag been celebrated with great rejoieing. Notable
among the homours sonferred npon the ve erable ecclesinstic bas
been hisappoiutmest by the Goverument of Fizace, of which country
ke iy a native, to an office in their depar ment of public instreciion,
a distinction deserved by him from his eminent services to the canse
of eduncation in America. Father Boria, althuugh a Frenchman by
birth, is a thorough American in spirit, and danng the war he par-
ticularly distinguished himself by being one of the first religious
superiors who sent the priests and puns under his coatrol 10 mimster
to tbe wounded and dying soldiers. The recognition of him merita
by the French Government is a parhcularly pleasing mark of the
sympathy that exiats between the countries,

Au Tiigh-American, named James Givens, has just performed &
aplendid act of heroism. He was a gailor on board the Mis.issippi
ateamer, John H, Hauna, whick caught fire on Christmae moraing
near the town of Plaquemine, Bhe biazed up with astouisbing
rapidity, and the pilot 1n a panic ran her into ehailow water with
such speed that she rebounded irom the shore into deep water, cutting
off ull chance of escape from the terrified peopleon board. Thu pilot
had eaved himself, icaving the wheel ana jumpiog overboard, Toe
gailur, James Givens, bowever, perceiving how things were, ran into
the blazing pilot-house, beaded the boat tor the bank, and bound the
wheel tighr. Then, when all was done, be leaped into the water,
whence he was brought on shore, but in an almost dying state—his
sight lost, his body burned and charred frightiutly, and with hardly
a possibility of surviving.

The body of the lale Archbishop Beghers, murdered in Alaska on
November 28, 1886, has been bronght back to Victoria, Vancouver's
Island, and 1nterred there, The A:chbishop, it will be remembered,
was 00 4 mission to the Endians. when a servant who accompaniea
bim, in apparently & sudden fit of madness, shot him dead wilnout a
word or sign of warning, The remains were found in good preserva-
tion, and an examination made by medical men showed that death
must have bccn instantaneous. the main artery bemmg cut by the
bullet. The funeral took place from the cathedral, where a Pontifical
Maes of Reguiem was celebrated by Archbishop Gross, of Portland,
Oregon. Bishop Brondel, the suczessor of Aichbishop Seghers in
the See of Victuria, delivered the oration, which was eloguently in
praise of the mariyred missionary.— 2,12,

An agitation in favour of a strange and novel kind of protection
has lately been set on foot. It basbecu undertaken on behalf of the
ordinary rank and file of the stage, 'The complaintis not that great
stars come continually from kurope to carry off 1he palm from she
stara of the profession in America, but that they brivg with them
companies got together at a cheaper rate, and with whom it is it pos-
sible for Amoiicsn agio1s and actresses of the lesser atanding to com-
pete, Theee, it is pleaded, are quite s capable in their profession,



