
repugnantto the wishes or Irishmen, and it wasa great principleof
oarhuminnature that you could not euforce any law except so far
asit foaad echo anIresponse in tbe hearts of those to whomit
applied(chaern). Ail Law rested for its ultimatesanction not upon
Acw of Parliament, ntn >t upon the penaltiesprescribed by them bat
upon the wills aad wishes of tbe people. If themoral sense of the
people repudiated aid <*ohneed a law whichh-id been appointed,
taut LiW. enough it aught live o1ink: and paper, waa. nevertheless,
to all practicalpupjses detdaid buried (applause;. That waa a
priactple deep down in our nature, andall history and experience
■bowed it to bjinrariably triumphant. Therefore,withontdwelling
upon tbe argument on that point, be said they might take it for
grauted that tbeBystem of coercion would not pacify Ireland, and
could notsatisfy her cravings. Toe policy could not succeed, even
supposing that itbadat its back tbewholeofEagland,Scotland, and
Wales, and as they knew that Eagland, Scotland, and Wales were
almost as favourable to Home Kule aa Irelandherself, be thought
they might believe,and say with confidence, that they were within
ameasurable distance of tue time when Ireland would hold, as Mr.
McGuire bad said, its own Parliament uponCollege Green(applause).
Whjn Lord Salisbury, in 1886, brougnt in his new Coercion Bill
Punchdrew a very apt aad proper parallel between the task he had
undertaken and that of tbe ancient called Sisypbus, whose duty it
was to roll a huge stoneup a precipitous mountain and the difficulty
of whose task was this that the momen he relaxed bis effort in push*
ing up the stone that instant naturally and necessarily the stone
tolled back again; and ale. Punch, though a comic journal, didat
times get to the rootof things by a picture

—
Swift rolls the years,andstill the ceaseless round,
The toilsome press up the precipitousground;
Tbe sullen, Blow ascent, the Bwift rebound.

The stone of governing Ireland by coercion, which Lord Salisbury
bad been endeavouring to roll up tbe mjuntainfor twoyears, had
notbudged aninch, andprobably bad roiledback many inches. Be
hadsaid they were within measurable distance of Home Bute, and
those whokept their ejesupon the English newspapers would notice
that the Bngiih coercioms'tsadmitted it. But tbey had this hope
in ihem— a disgrace to tne human race he called it

—
that, they

thenght that theHome Butepjlioy centred in Mr. Gladstone, and if
they could butsee Gladstone depart this life before the presentPar*
liament ended

—
that was five years— there wouldbe anend to the

Home Rule movement. That was their only hope. He thought, in
tbe first place,it wasa disgraceful nope, and,ia tne second place,he
could not see any chance of its fulfilment, because although79 years
had laidtheir hanas upon than great sutesmai, their weight had
pressed so lightly upon him that it would be found in allhuman
probability thathe would hi able to see the consummation <,f that
cause to which he had devoted tne evening of his long andillustrious
life (applause). Mr. Glalstone was the first English statesman who
hadprescribed the true remedies tor the evils mat were in Ireland.
Heretofore all statesmen had bein applying their remedies to tbe
symptoms of the disease withoutgoing to the root. They cauld not
hear the voice of Ireland, which seemed tosay:—

Canst thounot minister toa mind diseased.
Pluck from the memory a rooted torrow;
Haze out the written troubles of the brain,
And withsome sweet,oblivious amidote
Cleanse the stuffed bosom of tbat perilousstuff
Which weighs upon the heart .'

(Applause). Mr. Gladstone was the first English Ptatesman to
endeavour to apply the true remedy for the Irishdisease, theadmini-
stration of IriEh affairs according to Irish ideas (applause). It was
their hope thatbeing the statesman who first

"
knew the seasonwhen

to take occasion by thehand,"and endeavour to make the
"

bounds
of frtedom wider yet

"
in r gard to Ireland, he would yet live to

see with his owneyes tbe consummation so earnestly desired, the
passing of a Home Hule Bill, which would be thebest security for
the integrity and permanence of theEmpire, becauseit was"broad-
based ppon thepeople'swill." (Applause.)

The firet resolution was then put andcarried, ami'lapplause.
Mr. K. Barton, who was received with applause, siiJ he came

before themtbat evening as an Irishmen, aud as one whose best
sympathieswere with the aspirationsfor Home Bulefor Ireland ;and
itwashis purpose to movea resolution whichnot oaly committed the
meeting to an expression of sympathy, but also to give visible and
tangible groof of it (applause), iliaresolution wps

'
That a fund be

opened toassist ihe Parnell deteace btf jre tbe Special Commission
"

(applause). He asked them to vote for that resolution, and toappend
their names lo ihc subscription list. The charge against Mr. Parnell
and his party was that of sympathising and being a party to the
grossestcrime, themurder of Mr. Burke, or rather LordFrederick
Cavendish. Now, Ireland had always had two classes of leaders,of
whom Mr. Parneil and O'Donovan tiossa were representatives, the
one trusting to a sense of justice in the .English people, andconsti-
tutional agitation;the oihei eudeavouriug to ootaiu justice by force,
workingby oigunisaiiocs like the Fenians, commitiugoutrages. If
they took statistics they would see ihat relatively 10 populationthere
wasno morecrime in Irelaud thau iv England,no; sj much, and
much of ihe crime in lrelini was due, uoi to mtur^l wickedness,
but to agrarian causes it w.is wita this tbat it was sought to
identify Mr. P«rn- 11;bu how ab^uui was tbe coateutioa. it was
w iiknown thatuven acio. crime comanuedby the p-iriy ofviolence
w<isa siumoiiug-biocliin ttie patu ,t th -.ptrty of constitutionalaci jn,
aud the cnartemeam that Mi r\.n c landhis fohuw-is, while doing
their v uiobt to emisi. Eu^Usa sympuhy a>dsuppjrt, on tbe other

i hauii encour.ig d ciiuie an i vi leuco, wbich was the main cause of
their d ffioult) fjt- figbnug the Home ttule ciuse. The verybta emeut

the abburdi«y cairied its owa refua ion. Anyoue who read ihe
history of Irelandfor the last 40 years,since Catholic emancipation,
wouidknow that the chaiges wereinherently false, and anyone who
lookedat theposition and said or supposed that the constitutional
lead«rs couldbe guiltyofsympathising withcrime must do so on the
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basis that these gentlemen were lunatics, not to use ft worse term;
but everyone admitted that they were undoubtedly men of grew
ability. Now, theposition was thatthosemen werecalledontoface
a charge of this sort. Themeetinghadbeen told that £100.000 had
beenraised by the Tories tocarryon theprosecution,andthe enquiry
wascertainly pursuing a course which the President of the Com-
mission laid wouldinvolveits continuationforyears. Allthe details
of everyoutrage werebeingparadedforthanddwelt on in ft manner
which,ihough verysatisfactory to gentlemen whose earnings were
2000guineas a weekor month, was dringto thec >urt andruinationto
Mr.Parnell andparty. They wereprivatepersons withlimited means
and they mußt be supported if they wereto carry on their defence
withsubscriptions from theIrishpeoplethroughout the world, llow
otherwise were they tocarry on a fight against the wealth of. tne
'lima, supportedby £100,000 from the Toiies ? Itwas the daty of
all Irishmen to assist and to pot their nam b down for the rail
amount they couldafford, andevenforego luxuriesfor a time inorder
that they might beable tosubscribea substantialsum. If uuwm
didnot, then they must ba prepared to share the responsibility or
failure beforethe Commission and thepossibility of thenext election
in consequence going against Gladstone. If these people were
assisted toget fair play and fair defence they would no doubt be
successful, and there was everyreason for believingthat at thenext
election Home Rule would be carriedby an enormous majority, xnere
was plenty of evidence that the tide had turned,and thatHome ttuia
wasnot merely witninmeasurablediattnce butactuallyclose ftt hand;
andit was his fervent wish, and the ferve.it wish of every one at that
meeting, thatHome Rule should be secured, ani therefore he placed
the resolution before themin confidence that it would be heartily
acceptedandgenerally acted upon. ...

Mr.Major, who was received with applause,saidhe would for
the moment look at this question of Home Bale from a Tery matter
of fact pointof view, as dis.inguibhed f.omihe higner standpoints
from whichit hadbeen viewed by previous speakers,with whom He
hadcordially agreed. How much cheaperit would be for ""B1*0!*
togive Ireland self-goveinoi<sut than to maintainanarmy of 30.0U0
there to keep the peace. He would also point out that i- seems to
take half the time of the Bri ish Parliam.n iodiscuss this IMC
question. The matter had bren so thoroughly treated by M««».
McGuire and Hutchison that he founlit difficult to ftddanything,
buthe might point out how wonderfully the opinionin favour o*
Home Eule hadgrownoutaideof Great Br.t ii during the last eight
years. Nearly all colonial statesmen were in favour of it,van
keepwithinNew Z aland, they need only remember thefftctthftt
thepresent Premier was in favour of it,anisowere Sir RobertBtout,
Bir GeorgeGtey, Mr. Batlance, and otbers,and they advocatedit on
everypossibleoccasion. AtHome thec-usebadgained theadherence
of menlikeLordRoseberry,Mr.Trevelyan,Mr.Laboucbere.ftnd others.
Itwasidentified with the cause of Liberalism, and how tne cause OI
Liberalism was progressing was to ba recognised by the Met Wftf in
the recent electiona under thenew systemof localgovernment two-
thirds of thepositionshad been filledby Liberate. To returnto tne
practical question, funds must be provided to carry on toe Datue
with the Times, and he quite agreed with Mr. Barton thatif this
trial hada successful issue for tte Parnell party,it would materially

hasten the granting of Home Rule. He had much pleasure in
saconding the resolution.

—
Agreed to unanimously. .... .

The chairman, in a few remarks, then asked intending sub-
scribers tocome forward. Irishmen must throw their minds dsck
16,000 miles, and their recollections to the days when they were ftt
home, if they wished to feel how their poor countrymen werebeing
tried. The evictions were still being harried on, because tne lana-
lords saw that tbeir time was short, and the Parnellparty was we
only source to which theycoald look for assistance in their troubles.
Itwas, therefore, the duty of allIrishmen toassist the partybyevery
meansin their power. . .

A subscription list was then opened, and over «ou was «ud«
scribedfor in the room.

CHRISTCHURCH.
(Prom our ownCorrespondent.)

The Shakespearian Festivalcame toa close last Fridaynight, after
a mostsuccessful

" run"of fifteen nighta. iicer thewithdrawalof
the Swiss Singers,the attendance continued as gx>d as ever,and tb«
visitors instead of having their attention distracted by the muiical
performances,devotedthemselves to inspecting thestalls. The reittlt
was that in the earlypartof the week some goodbusiness wudone
by tha fair vendorsof the beautiful anduseful things which wereon
sale in the Rink, On Thnrslay and Friday nights, in aidition to the
auction sales, thebusiness ot gettingoff tne art-unions inconnection
with the various stalls was attended to. These art-unions were,I
thought, a somewhat novel feature. Usually there is onebig art-
uniou in connection with a bazaar, and frequently prizes arecon.
tributed by each stall, as well as from outsiders. At the Festival
each stall had a special arl-union, and the stall-holders had toattend
tjthebusiness of selling their own lottery tickets aa well as that of
Betting off raffles andmaking sales Ithinkmyself thattha old plan
of havingone generalart-union is preferable. Baiter prizes can ba
given, the ladies are freed from a lot of lesponsibiluy, there isno
clashing between the art-union and thebaz iar,and better resu w are
enburedaltogether. Th^se lotte.ies,however,were,Ibelieve, tolerably
successful. InMrs.Lonargaa'sart-union tnere weresoma verygood
prizes. Amon-' tueie were a suite of furniture, a cow. » poiv,aud
a watch. These havebaen preity widelydistribute i. Tn« furniture
was won by a ticket-Holder in Queensland;the pony by a iddy m
belong;the Wdtcb by a. gentleman ai Spiingston, aud u.e cow by
1know not who. Probably Crummie will fi id Her way b-tck 10 the
donor (Mr. Henly, of Shand's irack), upon the paymentby himof
her equivalentin gold to Mrs. Lsn-trgan.

Among the prize-winners at the bazaar, the police have been
singularly fortunate. Ibelieve some distinguished mentbersof the
gallant corpe have been ao"setup" withdomestic articlesthat thej
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