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repugusat to the wishes of [rishmen, and it was a great priociple of
oor bunein natare that yon could not esforce any law except eo far
asit foand echo ani respcnse n vbe hearts of those to whom it
appiied (chaers).  Ad law rested fur its ultimate sanction not apon
Acis ol Parliameat, ot upon the peoalties preacribed by them bat
upon the willa aad wishas of the people. It vhe moral senee of the
people repudiated aad avhorred a law which hid been appointed,
that L, tnoagh 1t wight 1:ve o1 ink and paper, was, nevertheless,
to all practic.! pu-pumes deid ard baried (applause). That was a
pruaciple deep down in our natare, and all history and experience
shuwed 1t to b: invariably trinmpbant, Therefore, withont dwelling
upon the argument oo that point, he said they might take it for
graated that the system of coercion would not peeify freland, and
could oot eatisfy her ceavings. Toe policy could not succeed, even
supposing that it had atits back the whole of England, Scotland, and
Wales, and as they koew that Bogland, Scotland, and Wales were
almost as favourable to Home kule as Ireland herself, he thought
they might believe, and ssy with confidence, that they were within
a measarable distance of the time when [reland would hold, as Mr.
MecQuire bad aaid, its own Parliament upoo College Green (applause),
Wh.n Lord Balisbary, in 1888, brougnt in his new Coercion Bill
Punch drew a very apt and proper parallel between the task he had
undertaken and that of the ancient called Bisyphus, whoss daty it
was to roll a huge stons up a precipitous mouantain sod the difficulty
of whose task was this that the momen he relaxed his effirt in push-
ing up the stone that instant naturally and pecessaiily the stone
rolted back agaio ; and sir. Puncn, thougha comic journal, didat
times get to the root of things by a picture—

Bwift rolls the years, and still the ceaseless round,

The toilsome prese up the precipitous ground ;

The sullen, slow ascent, the swift rebound.
The stone of governing Ireland by coe-cion, which Lord Balisbury
bad been andeavouring to roll up ibe muntain for two years, had
not budged an inch, and probably bad roled back many inches, He
had said they were within measurable distance of Home Rule, and
thoge who kept their eyes npon the English newspapers would notice
that the Bog ish coefcionists admitted i, But tuey bad this hope
in them—a disgrace ta toe buman race he called it—that they
thought that the Home Ruls policy ¢entred in Mr. Gladstone, and 1£
they could but see Gladstune depsct this Life before the present Par-
liament ended—that was five yesrs—there would be an end to the
Home ERole movement. That was their only hope. He thought, in
the first place, 1t was a disgraceful nops and, ia tne second place, he
could not sge any chaoce of its fulfiiment, becanse alihongh 79 years
had iaid their bsnis opon thas great statesman, their weight bad
pressed so lightly upon bim that it would be found in ali human
probability toat he would b: able to sae the consummation of that
cause to which he hed devoted tae evening of his lonyg aad illustrious
Lfe (applause). Mr. Glaistone was the first Euoglish statesman who
bad prescribed the true remedies tor the evils tnat were in Irelaad.
Heretofore all statesmen bad be:n applying their remedies 10 the
symptoms of the disease without gong to the root. They could not
hear the voice of Ireland, which seemed to 88y :—

Capst thou not mioister 10 a mind disensed.
Pluck from the memory & rooted s0rrow
Haze oul the written troubles of the brain,
And with some sweet, oblivious assidote
Cleanse the stoffed bosom of that perilous stuff
Which weighs upon the heart !

(Applanse). Mr, Gladstone was the first English etalesman to
endeavour to apply the true remedy fur the lrish disease. the admin'-
stration of Irieh sffairs according to Irish ideas (applause). It was
their hope that being the statesman who first © knew the seasoh when
to take occagion by the haod,” and eadeavour to make the  bounds
of friedom wider yet '’ in r gard to Treland, he would yet live to
gee with his own eyes the consummaion so earnestly desired, the
passing of & Home Rale Bill, which would be the best security for
the integrity and permanence of the Empire, because it was * broad-
baged vpon the people’s will.”  (Applause.)
The first resolution wes theu put and carried, amil applause.
Mr. K. Barton, who was recelved with applause, 84id bhe came
before them that evening as an Irishmen, and as one whose best
sympathies were with the aspirations tor Home Rule for Ireland ; and
it was his porpose to move a resolution which not caly committed the
meeling to an expressicn of sympatby, but also to give visible and
tangibie groof of it (applause). 1His resolution wea * That a fund be
opened to asaist the Purnell detecce pefore the Special Commission '
(epplanse). He asked them to vote for (hat resolution, and to append
thelr mames 10 ihe subscription liat.  The charge against Mr. Purnell
snd his party was that of sympathising and being a party to the
grossest crime, tbe murder of Mr. Burke, or rather Lord Frederick
vavendish. Now, [reland had always had Lwo classes of leaders, of
whom Mr. Parnell and 'Donovan tesia were representatives, the
oLe trusting to a sense of justice 1o the Eaglieh people, and consti.
tutional agitativp ; the orber endeav urivg to ovtaiu justice by force,
working by oiganisations like the Fenians, commiting outrages. If
they took &tatistica they wouid sce 1hat relative:y to pupulatios there
wad ho more crime tn Irelaud thay in Epglany, noi 8y much, and
rauch of .he crime in lrel m: was dre, not to nitersd wickedness,
but to agraman canws 1L Wag wita tbwe toat it was sought to
identify Mr. Parno L ; bu bow ab-urd was the conteution, it was
w . known that evers act 0, crime commitied by the parcy of violence
Was 8 SLUmMONNg-tlock 10 She: paty ot th: party of constiintronal ae.im,
aud tbe coar.e meaut that M Pare ) and his foliuwers, while duing
1heir b owost ts ennse Bopgush eympsbhy a.d support, on the other
haud ehevurag d ciime en L v lense, which was the main caunse of
‘tbcll‘ a fHculty = fizunog the Home Bule ewse, The very sta emest
of the absurdity carried 1ts owa refu a ivn, Anyous who read ihe
nistory of Irelana for the last 40 years, singe Catbolic emaacipation,
wowd know that the chaiges were inhereatly false, and anyone who
logked at the porition and said or supposed that the constitutional
leadsrs could be guilty of sympathising with crime must do s on the

basis that these gentlemen were Iunatics,
but everyoue admitted that they were undonbtedly men of great
ability, Now, the position was that those men were called on toface
& charge of thissort, The meeting bad been told that £i00,000 bad
been raised by the Tories to carry on the prosecution, and the eaquiry
was certainly pursning a conrse which the President of the Com-
mission said would involve ita continuation for yeara. All the details
of every cutrage were being paraded forth and dwelt on i & meonet
srhich, vhough very matisfactory to gentlemen whose earuings were
2000 gnineas a week or month, was iring to the ¢ urt aad ruination to
str, Parnell and party. They were private persons with limited means
and they must be papported if they were to carry on their defence
with subscriptiona from the Irish people throughout the worid. How
otherwise were they to carry on a fight ngainet the wealth of the
Times, supported by £100,000 from the Taries ? 1t was the daty of
all Lrishmen to assist and to put their nam 8 down for tha full
amouant they could afford, and even forego luxuries for a time in order
that they might be abie to subscribe a substantial sum. If Irishmen
did not, then they must be prepared to share the responsibility of
failnre before the Commission and the possibility of the next election
in comsequence guing against Gladstone. If these peo le were
assisted to get fair play and fair defence they would no oubt be
successful, snd there was every resson for beligving that at the vext
slection Home Rule would be ¢arried by sn enormous majority. There
wus plenty of evidence that the tide bad tarned, and that Hiome Hule
w8 not merety within measurable distance but actuslly close at hand ;
and it was his fervent wish, aud the fervent wish of every one at that
meeting, that Home Rale should be secured, 8ol sherefure he placed
the resolution before them ia confidence that it would be heartily
accepted and generally acted npon. .

Mr, Major, who was received with applause, said he would for
the moment look st this guestion of Home Bale from a very matter
of fact point of view, as dis.inguiched f.om the higoer standpointe
from which it had been viewed by previous epeakers, with whom be
had cordially agreed. How much cheaper it would be for Kugland
to give Ireland gelf-goveinment than to maintain an army of 306,000
there to keep the peace, Ho would also pownt out thati. seems to
rake half the ttme of the Briish Parliam n 1o discuss this Irisk
question. The matier bad bren so thorougbly treated by Messrs,
McGuaire and Hutchison that be fuun i it difficuit to add anytbing,
but he might point oul how wonderfully the opinien in favour of
Home Rule had grows outside of Great Br.u i1 duriog the last vight
years. Nearly all colovial ataresmen were in favour of it, and to
keep within New Z-aland, they need oaly remeamber the fact that
the present Premuier was ia favour of it, and 8o were 8ir Robert Stout,
Bir George Grey, Mr. Bailance, and others, and they advoeated it on
avery possible oceasion. At Home the c.use bed gained the adberence
of men like Liord Roseberry, Mr. Trevelyan, Mr. Labouchere, and others,
1t was identified with the cause of Liberalism, and how the cause of
Liberalism was progressing wus te ba recognised by the fact that in
the recent elections nnder the new system uf local goveramant two-
thirds of the positions had been filled by Liberals. To rewarn to the
practical queslion, funds must be proviged to carry on the battle
with the Zimes, and he quite agreed with Mr. Barton thas if this
triai had & enccessful issue for tke Parnell party, it would materially
basten the granting of Home Rale. He had mucd pleasure in
ssconding the resolution,—Agreed to unanimonsiy. .

Fhe chairman, in a few remarks, then asked iotending sub.
goribers to come forward. lrishmen must throw their minde back
16,000 miles, aad their recollections to the days when they wera at
home, if they wished to fael how their poor countrymen weré being
tried. The evictions were siill being hurried on, becAuse the land-
lords saw that their time was sbert, and the Parnell party was the
only soarce to which they cou!d logk for assistance in their tranbles,
Lt was, therefors, tae duty of all Irishmen to assist the party by every
means in their power.

A subsetiption list was
seribed for in the rocm.
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(From our own Correspondent.) . .

THE Shakespearian Festival came to a close lust Kriday night, atter
& most successful “ run ' of fifteen nights. After the withdrawal of
the Swiss Singers, the attendance continued as god 88 ever, and the
visitors, inatead of having their atteation distracted by the musical
p:riormances, devoted themselves to inspectiog the stalls, The resalt
was that i the early part of 1he week some good bnsines was done
by the fair veadorsof the beautifn! and useful things which wers on
gale in the Rink, On Tbursiay and Friday nights, 1n atdition to the
auction sales, the business ot geiting off the Ari-unlons in connection
with the various atalls was attended to. These art-unions were, X
thought, a somewhat novel foature. Usually thera is one big azt-
anion in connection with a baszaar, and frequentiy prizes are con-
teibuted by each stall, as well as from outaiders. At the Festival
each stall had & special ari-union, and the stall-holders bad to attend
%, the busmess of eelling their own lottery ticketa as well as that of
getiing off raffles and muking sales I think myse.f that tha old plan
of having one general art-anion is prefarable. Berter prizes can ba
given, the ladics are freed from a lot of 1esponsibility, there 1s no
clashing between the art-unicn and the baziar, and better resu ta are
eneured altogether, Thrae lotte. les, however, weve, 1 believe, tolerably
successful. In Mrs, Lonargan’s art-union toere wers §om3 very good
prizes. Am.nz tue.e were a aute of farnitare, & cow, » poav, aund
a watcb, I'hese have baen preity widely distribatei, Toe farniture
was won by a ticket-nolder in Queeusiand ; the puny LY & wudy 1o
deelong ; the waich by a gentleman &t Bpiingston, sud v.e cow by
 know not wha, Probably Orammite will §.d her way back w0 the
donor (Mr, Henly, of Buand’e Lrack), upun the payment by oum of
her equivalent in gold to Mrs, Lonargan. ]

Among the prize-winnera at the bazaar, the police have besn
gingulariy fortnoate. I believe some distinguished members of the
gallant corpe have been 50 “ set up ™ with domestic articles that they

not to use & worsa term;

then openad. and over £50 was sub-



