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cases even to faleehood, acd Home Role unfortunsately was no
exception, Thus, some would have it that Homa Rule means the
severance of Ireland from Bagland, but looking at events by the light
of the past, by the aid of history, looking at the loss by England of
tbe American Colonies, brought about by the withholding of self-
government to the colonies, they could say with great force that it
was the refusal of Home Rule, and not the granting of it, which dis-
membered Empires (applause), “Let any oue,” said thz speaker,
“ read the early newepapers of this Colony breathing violesce and
hatred almost against the English Government, which was then deny-
ing us theright of self-government, I say let any person resd those
early newspapers and contrast their tone with the devoted loyalty
breathing iz bhe columns of our Press of to-day, thriving in a commu-
nity which hasrecured the sacred right to manage its own affairs, Do
we not learn by the contrast that content and union are proroted
by every measure of Home Rule granted by the English
Crown to her dependencies? The same coutrast ie to be seen
in the history of all the colonies possessing Home Rule (applause).
Now what is true of the Ameriean Colonies is true of the
other colonies—deprive them of ‘ Home Rule’ and they will desert
the ‘old flag* as sore as fate. What is true of America 13 true
of Ircland ; deprived of Home Rule she is nearly ag discontented as
was Awerica before her Independence. With Home Rule her
Joyalty will be as pgreat as tbat of Home Rule colonies,”
Now let usin passing glance at the history of Ireland from 1782 to
1800 when peace and prosperity ezisted under her National Parlia-
ment, and let us contrast that period with the present era of mieery
under the Unjon., In the colonies, as you are aware, and in every
civilised part of the globe, we measure the prosperity of a country by
the growth of its population. But what do we find 1n Ireland during
the past 89 years of Uaion and Coercion? We find that tae popula-
tion has decreased by four millions of people, about one-haif its
population wader Home Rule, by & number equal to the whole of the
popuiation in the Anstralian Colonies, includinz New Zealand., Mr.
MeGuirs said, 1 will now briefly answer some of the principal objec-
tions putforward by the opponeats of the measnra. They say that it
is impossible to draw the boundary line between what are local and
what are Imperial affairs, His answer was that it has been found
possible in the case of tbe federation of the American states. In
discusging the Federation of the Brntish Empire and her colonies it is
not treated as hopeleas to draw fhe line, and what was regarded as
poeeible in the one case cannot be impossible ia the otber, Surely
the arrangement and adjus ment of such matters were not beyond
the wisdom and ability of Enghish and Irish statesmen, (Applaunse.)
Again, the opponents of Home Bule contended that 1f granted 1t woulid
lead to the dismemberment of the Empire. Why should a Parlia-
ment in Ireland disintegrate ahe Empire any more than a Parliament
in New Zcaland! It these gentlemen were asked what preveots
separation, they would auswer the " Army and Navy,” and wonld oot
that army and navy exist and be as efficient the day after Home Rule
was granted. Geotlemen who talk suca nonsense wounld, on reflection,
discover that the dismemberment of the Empire is the alienation of
the people. Were separabion possible, it would prove a most serions
disadvantage to Ireland, of that he was certain. They were often
informed that the Protestanta of Irelasd are oot in favour of the
movement, although Home Ruleoriginated at a meeting where their
Protestant fellow-conntrymen were in a majority: What was the
first ac.of the Protestants of Ulster when the franchise wasextended ?
Did they not retura a majority of National members to the House or
Comamons 7 Have not aul the great leaders of the Irish people, with
the solitary exception of O'Connell, been Protestants? But io the
face cf this he had heard it sa1d that 1f Home Rule was granted,
Roman catholics would persecute the Protestants. Mr. A, Webb, a
merchant of Dublin, an Hiogiishman, and a member of the Society of
Friends. addressed the follawing circular to a number of non-Cathelic
gentlemen, residing n diffzrenc parts of frelan i, and the replies were
published an i eniitled * The opinion of some Irish Protestants regard-
ing their Catholic fellow-couatrymen.” This i3 what he asked :—
“ Have you during your experience of life in lretand observed any
instances of inlolerance antongst your Catholic frieads and neigbboars.
such a8 would lead you to fear for your liberty and safety, and for the
free exersiee of your relig.on under the Irish Coostitetion, such as
that sketehed oot in Mr, Giadstone's Bill,” He would read for them
one of the replies, that of Dr, Webster, Protestant Chancellor of the
Diocese of Cork :—* I don't suppose that any wise man believes that
persecution will ever disappear trom Christendom uotil all Caristians
fee! what our Lord meant by 1he words, * My kinguom is notof this
world,” Agfar as [ am coocerned, I have had 29 years experience
fn Cork, and I have met many Homan Catholic fellow-subjects here
in all the peblic, and 1n muny of the private relations of iife, and I
hsve never experienced anything fromthem oiher than the treatment
of tolerant Christian gentlemen, and { have no hesitation in express-
ing my belief that Mr, Gladstone’s Bull will tend to stremgthen the
relations of aul classes in freland. Speaking for himself he had suffered
a Little in this way. If he (Mr McGuire) thought for ons moment
his conotrymen wonld make such a foul use of their liberty as to
interfere bhetween any man's coascience and his Maker, to heip his
God, under such circumstances he would be the most bitter opponent
of Home Rale. But he had faith in his conatrymea and to such an
unfounded statement he gave the most empha ic denial. 1t has alsa
been said that the Irish membera bhave sympathy with crime. Ths
great national party deaded by Parnaell have no sympatby with crime.
They all deplore and detestit, They know it can bave no othereffect
than to alienate the sympathies of their fellow-men and ietard the
progread of their country towards national freedom, In order to show
the strides that;ithe Home Bule party are making thronghout England,
would only benenessary for him to point out that the numbers ol votes
lled at thelast general election in favour of Home Rule were greater
tban the nuwber of votes polled against it, showing that more than
50 per ceat. of the Eoglish peoplz were in 8ympathy with tee Irish
in their demand for domestic legislation, and also that a lacge
majority of 1he people of Scotlany returned members who enthusas-
tically supported Home Rule, while the great majority of memberd
ent by Wales are ardent advocates of Home Rule. The bye.zlections

also prove that the Liberals and Home Rulers are winning all along
the Live, He bad oftn wondered that Englishmen, who are 8o
desirons, and rightly so, of standiog on a pedestal before the world as
the great champlons of freedom, should have begn so unjust to Ireland
as to forca upon her that hatefu! measure called the Union. He
might sppear to have done thesa noble-hearted men an uojustice, for
it was now clear to him that the mass of the BEnglish people until
lately had not thoroughly grasped the Irish difficnlty, The majority
of the English people knew hittle or nothins sbout it ontil Mr.
Gladstone jdentified himself with the movement. Previous to this
they had heen mirrepresented to them, bet their eyes have been
opened and they are acquiriog & knowledge of Ireland now that they
are made aware of the wrongs done to their sister island in their name.
With that generosity for which thev are proverbial they have again
antl again come forward demanding that lreland sball be allowed to
manage her own affairs (applause). *“ When they know ue a little
better,” said Mr. McGuire, io conclusion, “ Lam qonﬁdent they will
do us justice. I am also confident that the day is not far distant
whaen they wili obliterate the memary of former contentions qnd
unite the peopls of Great Britain and Ir¢land in & solid and lasting
bond of friendship (applanse). The Irish are a generous race, thoogh
I, as an Irishmen, should not, perhaps, say so. They guickly forgive,
and thev carry their loralty to the cause they adopt slmoat to & fault,
Homs Rule has been conceded in this Colony, to the neighbouring
colonies, to Canada, to Jersey, and even to the little lesle of Man.
Wty, then, withhold it from Ireland? (Applause.) Have oot my
countrymen generously shed their blood in extending the British
supremacy. and are not her sons at the present time engaged in
maintaining a military frontier in the most distant as well_ a8 the
most dangerous parts of the Empire, and wos betide the pation who
overstepa the frontier they are guarding. It must sarely be to the
interest of British statesmen to act with equity and justice to Ireland,
for I believe that the pranting of Home Rule will reatore the country
tn branguility and save the British taxpayer the expense of astanding
army of 30,000 men.” (Mr. McGuire sat down amid loud applanse,)
Mr. Thos. Hutcbison said he had readily cooeented to second
this resolution for two reasons: in the first place becanse it had his
entire agzeat, and in the second plice because he thougpa it oot un-
wige that it should be shown, as far ag it conld be shownin hmhn}nble
person, that this was not a question woich entirely or exclusively
affected Ireland : that it had become, from the nature of the case,
as Mr. Ballance bad said in his letter, a cardinal principla of pghcy
of one of the great bistoric parties st Home, which had made it, 35
he cailed it, one of the main planks in their platform. Ina meeting
of that kind he need not take up lime in disenssing at any length
the reasons which induced him to think that Home BRole was the best
poliey to be carried ont, though he might wish that the mesting was
not so unanimous on that point, because if a listle discussion could
be got up be would he able to show argnments why, from the hiatori-
eal point of view, inta whieh Mr. McGuire bad entered at somelength,
as well as from a commercial peiut of view and from that of political
expediency, Home Rule bad the argumentall its own way. He agked
for a few moments io develop this idea, that, whetber Home Rule
were for good o1 for evil, whether it were a proper policy or not, it
was, at any rafe, ineviiable. The position was laid down clearly by
Mr, Gladstone when be went to the conniry on his Bill in 1886. Up
to that time, recollect, for 86 years the problem of bow to governt
Treland had perplexed and b.ifl:d statesmen, Every means, except
the one way the Irish desired, had been tried. The‘ discontent still
etisted. and, when foliowing upon that large exteasion of the fran-
chise given by Mr, Gladstone’s Bill there was returned to Pnrha:qent
a united, and compact, and comaplele phalanx of members who desired
some other remedy than those which had been applied theret_ofore,
the disease, 8o to spaak, entered upon an acute crisis; nod it waa
then 1hat Mr. Gladstone came forward and lanncbed his Home Rule
policy, What he put to the conntry was this: For s)l these years
we bave bsen trying to povern Ireland according to Epglish ideas,
let ns now try this remedy that we bave not tried before, endeavour
to rule Ireland in accordance with Irieh opinion (applause.) Hence
it was that Bulls were introduced by him,” The results were known,
The two bills, one the Home Rule Bill and the other a concomitant
measure for the purchase of land, were rejected by the House of
Commons, It was said they were sprung upon the House, and that
there was not time to realise what the issue distinctly was, They
were rejected, aud Mr. Gladstone went to the country on the subject.
Now the igsue Mr, Gladstone pat before the country was this: You
must either consent to govern Ireland by a measure of Home Rule or
you moat return to the drastic coercion exercised for the last 86 years,
He said there was no alternative. OFf course the Tory party seconded
that idea. They said it was perfectly true that the day of coercion
liad passed awav ; they wonld bave none of it, but there was s middle
way, that Ire'and eould be pacified by an cxtension of the local
Government, The Tories, with the assistance of the disseatient
Liberals, won the election, Bat what had becn the reenit.? Mr.
Gladstone's previsions had proved all too true becsuse, in 1887, inatead
of any new local Government being granted to Ireland there
was passed anothar still more drastic Coercion Act, and the 87th
year of the union of lreland and Great Britain was celebrated by the
87 Coercion Act, one fur every year, on the strict average of tha
Unioa (applense), Lord Salisbury’s policy was this ; this was what
he announced to the country :—Ireland is what it is becauss of the
vacillating policy which different political partizs bave applied to it,
Give it 20 yvears of resolute Government, let it be seen that Knglaad
will never consent o Home Hule, and at that time you will have
Ireland submissive, contented, and he thought the hon, gentleman
even said happy (langhter), There had been two yearsof that policy,
and Irelend was not yet contented and was decidedly unhappy, snd
he believed that if that policy ran 20 years, or even another 90 years,
as Mr, McGuire had sud, Ireland would stil]l be fouzd in the same
gtate, Coercion was foredoomed and the only remedy wasto give
Treland n weasure of Home Rule; with that thera would be certaia
success (applause). There must be suceiss (applause). Whay could
coercion mever be a siccess?! Becausa the laws and the system of
Government which coercion attempted to force on Ireland, were



