
also prove that theLiberals and Home Rulers are winning all along
the line. He had oftm wondered that Englishmen, who are so
desirous, andrightly so,of standing ona pedestalbefore the world as
thegreat championsof freedom, shouldhavebeen sonDJust toIreland
as to force uponher that hateful measure called the Union. He
might appear to havedone thesenoble-heartedmenan unjustice, for
it wasnow clear tohim that the mass of the English peopleuntil
lately bad not thoroughly grasped the Irish difficulty. The majority
of the English people knew little or nothing about it until Mr.
Gladstone identified himself with the movement. Previous to this
they had been misrepresented to them, but their eyes have been
openedand they areacquiring a knowledgeof Irelandnow that they
aremade awareof the wrongsdone to their sister island intheir name.
With that generosity for which they are proverbial they haveagain
and againcomeforward demanding that Ireland shall be allowed to
manage her own affairs (applause). "When they know us a little
better," said Mr.McGuire, in conclusion, " lamconfident they will
do us justice. lam alsoconfident that the day is not far distant
when they will obliterate the memory of former contentions and
unite the peopleof Great Britain and Irelandin a solid and lasting
bondof friendship (applause). The Irisharea generous race, though
I,as an Irishmen,shouldnot, perhaps,say so. They quickly forgive,
and they carry their loyalty to thecause they adoptalmost toa fault.
Home Rule has been conceded in this Colony, to the neighbouring
colonies, to Canada, toJersey, and even to the little lele of Man.
Why, then, withhold it from Ireland? (Applause.) Have not my
countrymen generously shed their blood in extending the British
supremacy, and are not her sons at the present time engaged in
maintaining a military frontier in the most distant as well as the
mostdangerous partsof the Empire,and woe betidethe nation who
oversteps the frontier they are guarding. It must surely be to the
interest of British statesmen to act withequity andjustice toIreland,
for Ibelieve that the granting of Home Rule will restore the country
to tranquilitv and save the British taxpayer theexpenseofa standing
armyof 30,000men." (ilr. McGuiresat downamid loudapplause.)

Mr. Thos. Hutchison said he had readily consented tosecond
this resolution for two reasons: iv the first place becauseithadbis
entire assent, andin the secondpltce because be thoughtitnot nn-
wise that itshould be shown, as far asitcouldbe showninhishumble
person, that this was not a question waich entirely or exclusively
affected Ireland ; that it had become, fromthe nature of the case,
as Mr.Ballance had said in his letter,a cardinal principleof policy
of one of thegreat historic parties at dome, which hadmade it,as
he called it, oneof the mainplanks in their platform. Inameeting
of that kindhe need not take up time in discussing at any length
the reasons whichinduced him to think that Home Rule was thebeat
policy tobe carried out, though he might wish that the meeting was
not sounanimous on that point, because if a little discussion could
be got uphe wouldbe able toshow arguments why, from thehistori-
cal pointof view,into whichMr.McGuire had enteredat somelength,
as well as from a commercial pointof view andfrom that of political
expediency, Home Rule bad the argumentall itsown way. He asked
for a few mo-nents to develop this idea, that, whether Home Rule
were for good oi for evil, whether it were a proper policy ornot, it
was, at any rate, inevitable, lhe positionwas laid downclearly by
Mr. Gladstone when he went to thecountryonhis Bill in1886. Up
to that time, recollect, for 86 yeara the problem of how to govern
Ireland had perplexed:»nd b.fflid statesmen. Every means,except
the ode way the Irish desired, had been tried. The discontent still
existed, and, when following upon that large extensionof the fran*
chise given by Mr. Gladstone's Bill there wasreturned to Parliament
aunited,andcompact,andcomplete phalanxof members who desired
some other remedy than taose whichhadbeen applied theretofore,
the disease, so to speak,entered upon an acute crisis; andit waß
then ihat Mr. Gladstone came forwardand launched his Home Rule
policy. What heput to the country was this:For all these years
we have bsen trying to govern Ireland according to English ideas,
letus now try this remedy that we havenot triedbefore, endeavour
to rule Ireland inaccordance withIrish opinion (applause.) Hence
it was thatBills were introducedby .him. The results were known,
The two bills, one the Home Rule Bill and the other aconcomitant
measure for the purchase of land, were rejected by the House of
Commons. It wassaid they were sprung upon theBouse, and that
there was not time to realise what the issue distinctly was. They
were rejected, and Mr. Gladstone went to the country on the subject.
Now the issue Mr.Gladstone put before the country was this: You
must either consent to govern Irelandby ameasure of Home Rale or
you must return to the drastic coercion exercised for the last86 years.
He said there was no alternative. Of course the Tory partyseconded
that idea. They said it wasperfectly true that the day of coercion
had passedaway;tbey wonldhave noneof it,but therewasamiddle
way, that Ire'and could be pacified by an extension of the local
Government. The Tories, with the assistance of the dissentient
Liberal?, won the election. But what had been the result? Mr.
Gladstone's previsionshadproved all tootrue bec&use, in1887,instead
of any new local Government being granted to Ireland there
was passed another still more drastic Coercion Act, and the 87th
year of the union of Ireland and Great Britain wascelebratedby the
S7ih Coercion Act, one for every year, on the strict average of the
Unioa (applause), Lord Salisbury's policy was this ; this was what
he announced to the country :—lreland:

—
Ireland is what itis because of the

vacillatingpolicy which differentpolitical partieshave applied toit.
Give it20 years of resolute Government,let itbe seen thatEngland
will never consent to Home Kule, and at that time you willhave
Irelandsubmissive, contented, and he thought the hon. gentleman
even said happy(laughter). There hadbeen two yearsof thatpolicy,
and Ireland wasnot yet contented and was decidedly unhappy, and
he believed that if thatpolicy ran20 years,or even another 90years,
as Mr. McGuire had sud. Ireland wouldstill be found in the same
state. Coercion wis foredoomed and the only remedy was to give
Ireland a measureof Home Rule; with that there would be certaia
success (applause). There must be success (applause). Why could
coercion never be a sjccsss? Because the laws and the system of
Government which coercion attempted to force on Ireland, were
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cases even to falsehood, and Home Rule unfortunately was no
exception. Thus, some would haveit that Home Bale means the
severanceof IrelandfromEngland,bat lookingatevents by thelight
of thepast, by the aid of history, lookingat the loss by Englandof
the American Colonies, brought about by the withholdingof self-
government to the colonies, they could say withgreat force that it
was therefusal of Home Rule, and not the granting of it, which dis-
membered Empires (applause),

"
Let any one," said tha speaker,"

read the early newspapers of this Colony breathing violence and
hatredalmost against theEnglish Government, which was thendeny-
ingus theright of self-government. Isay let any person re^d those
early newspapers and contrast their tone with the devoted loyalty
breathing in thecolumns ofour F:e9sof 10-day,thriving ina commu-
nity whichhastecnred the sacredright to manage itsownaffairs, Do
we not learn by the contrast that content and unionare promote1
by every measure of Home Rule granted by the English
Crown to her dependencies? The same coutrast is to be seen
in thehistory of all the colonies possessing Home Rule (applause).
Now what is true of the American Colonies is true of the
other colonies

—
deprive them of 'Home Rule' and they will desert

the 'old flag' as sure as fate. What ia true of America is true
ofIreland;deprivedof Home Rule she is nearly as discontented as
was America before her Independence. With Home Rale her
loyalty will be as great as that of Home Rule colonies."
Now let us inpassing glance at thehistory of Ireland from1782 to
1800 when peace and prosperity existed under her National Parlia-
ment,and letus contrastthat periodwith the present era of misery
under the Union. In the colonies, as you areaware, and inevery
civilised part of theglobe, wemeasure the prosperityof a country by
thegrowth ofits population. But whatdo we find inIrelandduring
thepast 89 yearsof Uuion and Coercion 7 We find that the popula-
tionhas decreased by four millions of people, about one-half its
populationunder Home Rule,by anumber equalto the whole of the
population in the Australian Colonies, including New Zealand. Mr.
McGuire Baid,1willnow briefly answersome of tne principal objec-
tions putforward by the opponents of the measure. They say that it
is impossible to draw theboundary line between what are local aod
whatareImperial affairs. His answer was that it has been found
possible in the case of the federation of the American states. In
discussing theFederation of thaBritish Empire andher colonies itis
not treated as hopeless to draw the line, and what was regarded as
possible in the onecase cannot be impossible in the other. Surely
the arrangement and adjus ment of such matters were not beyond
the wisdom andability of English aadIrish statesmen. (Applause.)
Again, the opponents ofHome Rulecontended that ifgraated itwould
lead to the dismemberment of the Empire. Why should a Parlia-
ment in Irelanddisintegrate the Empireanymore thana Parliament
in New Zealand ? It these gentlemen were asked what prevents
separation, they wouldanswer the '■Army andNavy," and wouldDot
thatarmy andnavyexist and be asefficient the day after Home Rule
wasgranted. Gentlemenwho talk suednonsense would,onreflection,
discover that thedismemberment of the Empire is the alienation of
thepeople. Were separationpossible, it would prove a most serious
disadvantage to Ireland, of that be was certain. They were often
informed that the Protestantsof Ireland are not in favour of the
movement, althoughHome Ruleoriginated at a meeting where their
Protestant fellow-countrymeu were in a majority What was tha
first actof the Protestants of Ulster whenthe franchise wasextended?
Did they not returna majority of Nationalmembers to theHouse ot
Commons 1 Have notail the great leaders of the Irish people, with
the solitary exception of O'Connell, been Prote3tants1 Butin the
face cf this he hadheard it said that if Home Rule was granted,
Roman catholics would persecute the Protestants. Mr. A. Webb, a
merchantof DuMin,an Englishman,and amember of the Society of
Friends,addressed the followingcircular toanumber of non-Caiholic
gentlemen, residing indifferent pactsof Irelanl,and the replies were
published anlentitled

"The opinion ofsome IrishProtestants regard-
ing thtir Catholic fellow-countrymen." This is what he asked :

—
"Have you during your espeneucd of life in Ireland observed any
instances ofintolerance amongstyour Catholic frieads andneighbours,
such as wouldlead you to faar for your liberty andsafety, aad fjr the
free exercise of your rehg.on under the Irish Constitution, such as
that sketchedout in Mr.Gladstone's Bill." He would read for them
oneof the replies,that of Dr. Webster, Protestant Chancellor of the
Diocese of Cork ::

— "'Idon't suppose that any wise man believes that
persecution will everdisappear trom Christendom until all Coristians
feel whatour Lordmeant by the words, "My kingdom is not of this
world." As far asIam concerned, Ihavehad 29 years experience
in Cork, and Ihave met many Roman Catholic fellow-subjects here
in all the public,and inmany of the private relations of life, andI
have neverexperiencedanything fromthem other than the treatment
of tolerant Christian gentlemen, andIhaveno hesitation inexpress-
ingmy b°lief that Mr. Gladstone's Bill will tend to strengthen the
relationsof ail classes inIreland. Speakingfor himself he hadsuffered
a little in this way. If he (Mr McGuire) thought for onemoment
his countrymen would make suc'u a foul use of their liberty as to
interfere betweenany man's conscience and his Maker, to help his
God, under such circumstances he would be themost bitter opponent
of HomeRule. Buthe had faithin his countrymen and tosuch an
unfoundedstatementhe gave the most empha ie denial. Ithas also
been said that theIrishmembers have sympathy with crime. The
great nationalparty headedby Parnellhavenosympathy withcrime.
They alldeploreanddetestit. 1heyknowit can haveno othereffect
than to alienate the sympathies of their fellow-men and letard the
progressof their country towards nationalfreedom. Inorder to show
the strides thatjtheHome Ruleparty aremaking throughout England,

wouldonly bencjessary forhim topointout that the numbersot *otes
filledat thelan generalelection ia favourof Home Rule were greater

than thenumberof votespolled against it, showing that more than
60 per ceut.of theEnglish people were in sympathy with tue Irish
in their demand for domestic legislation, and also that a large
majority of thepeople of Scotland returned members who enthusias-
tically supported Home Rule, while the great majoiity of membeis
ent by Wales areardent advocates of Home Rule. The bye-slcctions
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