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TRE jodges have decided to adjourn the Commission until tha 15th
of Jannary for the Christmas holidays. At the opening of Friday's
{December 14) sitting, an application was made by the Attorney-
General to have Mr. William O'Brien committed for & contempt
arising oot of the article entitled » Bomewhat too much of this™ in
the current esue of Unifed Ireland. Asareprisal, Mr, Reid, Q.C,,
made asimilar application agawnat Mr, Broderick, Warden of Merton
College, Oxford, for a speech reported in the Fimes. wherein he
appeared to compare Mr. Davitt and Mr. Henry George to the White-
cbapel murderer, The judges decided th:t in the latier case a notice
must be served on the Warden, but that Mr, O’Brien ghould appear
before the Court on the following day, Later on, howerer, Mr.
Reid declared that his client, Mr. O'Brien, could not personaily attend
at that time, and the Judges, to secure their vieation intact, decided
to let the matterstand over till the nextsitting. Theremainder of the
day was chielly devoted to the cross-examination of the informer,
O’Connor, by Bir Charlea Russell, in the conrse of which he elicited
that the witness bad undertaken to give evideoce to earn some money
and to conenlt a doctor at the expense of the Zimes; he acknow-
ledged also the genuineness of a letter from Mr, Harvington, which
flatly cootradicted in its most essential points, the evidence ha had
already given respecting it. My, Harrington, the fact (s, had refused
grants to brauches in districts where oatrages had been committed,
whereas, according to O' Connor, he grounded his refusal on the
pencefal character of the district in question,

Toe brave end indomitable Campaigner is at last at liberty.
Judge Boyd fondly imagived that Tomm Moroney would, through his
friends, bumbly kneel at his lordsbip’s feet and huambly beg his lord.
phip’s pardon ; but the autocrat of the Bankruptey Court was denied
such self-flattering delights, for it was no Nationaliat, but Moroosay's
own lendlord, The O'Grady, by whom the bankruptcy proceedings
had been first inatituted, whocame forward on Thursday, Dacember 13,
and aeked for his release. Mr, Beauchamp, The (FGrady’s solicitor,
waited on Judge Boyd at his residence the previous evening and
asked him to hold & special sitting of the court to hear an application
in the Moroney ¢ase. Next day it was discovered that Mr, Maurice
Brooks-—formerly M.P. for the city—hbad filed an affidavit asking to
be permitted to move for Moroney's release, Judge Boyd having re-
fused the application made by Mr. Brooks, consented to accede to
the request made by Tha O'Grady,and signed an order for Moroney’'s
liberation. Much satisfaction has been felt throughozt the country
at this tardy act of reparation on the part of Judge Boyd. Serious
apprebensions had been f21t regarding the prisoner’s health, and it
was admitted on all sides that a few more months incarceration
might prove fatal to toe Campaigner. His reception in Dublin after
his release was enthusiastic-—several of the city bands turniog out in
nis honour. We ara glad to note that the Lord Mayor of Dublin has
convened a meeting of the citizens to be held at the Manmon Hoase
on next Friday, for the purpose of tes'ifying public feeling in regaid
to the long puffering and heavy loss inflicted on tbe brave Tom
Moroney.

Mr. Dillon received a magnificent welcome on his arrival on
Tuesday, December 18, in the Urds Intacta. Amoog those who greeted
the hon. gentleman at the railway station were the Mayors of Water-
ford and Kilkenny, attended by a large concourse of people. Later
on Mr, Dillon entered the City Hall, where a convention of the
branches of the National League of the county was held—two handred
duly accredited delegates being present on the occasion. Afier
resolutions bad been nnanimously passed condoling with Mrs. Pyneand
expressing confidence in Mr, Parnell and his colleagnes, the proceed-
ings were adjourned tlll the evening, when Mr, Dillon addressed a
large gathering of the citizens in the theatre. After a brilliant
arraignment of Balfourism in Ireland, the hon, speaker proceeded to
discuss the base aond contemptible attempts made by the Tory Govern-
ment toseparate the Irish pricsts from the Irish people. He attributed
the vitality of the Catholic Church in Ireland to the fact that the
Irish priests were found in the national ranks, Mr, Dillon said thal
it waen sign of the greatest possible weakness on the part of the Tury
Government to go crying and whining to Rome ; for it shows that
they do not trust much to coercion, Le believed that these intriguers
will come back from the Eteroal City with their fingers in their
mouths, aod they will find, in epite of the Duke of Nurfolk and all
the other dignituries who are besieging Rome with their representa-
tions, the people and priesthood of Ireland will march together to the
goal of [rnish freedom, nnited in the future as they bave been in the
past.  Mr. Dillon’s rewarks, needless to add, were vociferously
cheered, After a vote of thanks was passed to the Mayor, the proceed-
ings terminated,

For the tourth time sinee its desertion of Liberalism the con-
stitnency of Maidstone tias been won by the Conservatives. This
result, however, they can hardly regard as an unqualified victory,
My, Cornwallis, their candidate, had unusual advantagee ; he is a
local landlord, pepular and esteemed, and he had in bis favour all the
influence—and it is no little influence—that the Baroneas Burdett-
Contts could command. The cass of Mr, Barker, his adversary, on
the other band, apart altogether from the main principle of Home
Rule, was prejudiced by bis views on the licensing questiea. Yet,
notwithstanding all this, on a rather full poll of 3,915, he was not
able to secure the same number of votes as was accorded the Cou-
gervative at the previouns election, His majority was ehghtly more
than half that secured by the late member, Major Ross. The
(Gladstonian made a etobborn fight, and won a partial victory by
inoreasing the Liberal vote, The Liberal vote this time was the
largest ever scored in Maidstone by & Liberal,

Qur Homav eorrespondent informs ue that the Irish bishops have
addressed the Pope on the guestion of his imdependence in the pame
sense as all the other episcopates of Europe have addressed him, The,

intolerable position in which the Pop: finds himself—unable as he iz
to exercise hig aurhority or receive the homage to which he is entitled
without exasperating interference from the Italian Government, which
bas again and againo brokenits engigementsto sacure him in the
exercise of his sovereign rights—ia one that excites lively aympathy
in Ireland, Itnotoaly excites our sympsathy, but it involves our
interests, The relatioas of lreland wnd the Vatican would be much
more satisfactory if the Pope were free. There would be less disposi-
tion to exaggerate the importance of diplomatic recogniiion from any
grarier, and the officiale of the Vatican would be less anxions to
conciliate the European Powersa a:d to bamper the conatitutional
action of their subjects. When Irtshme=n were defending tha indepen-
dence of the Pope at the cost of their lives, they were defending the
independence of their own Church and the interests of their own
people as well,

Gallant little Wales i not very anxious to pay the tithe tax—for
the very good reason that it considers such an impost an odious im-
position. The authoriiies, however, are equally determice1 to extract
support for the alien Cuurch from the Cymric farmers. It is an-
nounced that on the termination of the Christmas holidays the
collection of the tithe arrears will ba resumed with the ntmost vigonr
{o the Little Principality. The peasants of Flintshire, Denbighshire,
Carnarvonshire, and Cardiganshire have combined to resist the tax-
gatherers, just us the Irish farmer resists tha Shylocks who would
compaag his ruin.  Wales is evidently finding ont that passive resis-
tance is a very useful nnd efficacons instrument against all kinda of
tyranoy. Ireland has in this instance set an example which Wales
is only too anxious to follow. Every Irishman will wish the Princi-
pality success in 1ts efforts to rid itself of such a scandalous impost
a8 the tithe charges,

The Stockion slection was a substantial enccess for the Home
Bulers and 4 bitter disappointment to the Unionists, The latter had
felt cocksure of capturing the seat. Their candidate was a - local
man " and a large employer of labour ; he had twice previonsly con-
tested the seat, and be had unoceasingly and diligently * nursed  the
constituency, in tee fond hope that ke would win it at last, On this
recent oecasion he thought the happy time had come, and co ceemed
to thick all s party. The Liberal candidate, S8ir Horace Davey, was a
gtranger to the constituency—a fact which was dwelt upon by the
Uoionist party with almost as much indignation as if he had been
Lord Balisbury’s *black man.,” He was a “ London lawyer,” and
this was urged against him by % Unionist ™’ orators in a strain that
might canse one to think London was away somewhera ia the Himn-
laya monntaing. And there can be no doubt that the points just
mentioned told against him to some extent among the working
classes, But the bulk of the electors were too colightened and too
independent to he either bamboozled or intimidated by the seductive
whisperings or the scarcely disgnised wmeoaces «f the Primrose
Leaguers, and they gave to the Home Rule candldate a iriumphant
majority. A very cheering circumstance noticeable throughout the
contest at Stockton was that the Irish members of Parliament who
apoke for the Home Bule candidate were always most cordially
welcomed. Mr. John OFConnor, Mr, Willigm Abrabam, and Mr. T.
D, Ballivan, wherever they apueared, whethsr at largs or small
meetiugs, were hatened to with evi lent sympathy aod enthusia-ticslly
chrered ; and this notwithstanding the most vigorous and persistent
efforts of the Unionista to excite ill-feeling against them, This fact
is & eure indication that when the masses of the Eagleb peopls next
get the chance they will end once and fur ever more the reign of
tyranny aod coercion in Ireiand,

M:. Manning, the ac'ive asecretary of the Waterford National
Leaguc, has published a telling pamphlet, entitie1 “ Ao Irish Murde-”
It iy written aprowos of an ing ury from a friendly-intentioced
Englishman with reference to the murder of Fuzmaunce., Mr.
Maoning does not contice bhimself to the details of these terr.ble
occnrrences, but he boldly attacks the system that has produced
them, His argument 18 a good one, and should never be torgoticn,
These crimes are paraded as & guide to Irish chracter, whila in trath
they form the most damuing indictmeat sgainst the system of govern-
ment uoder which we live, The account stands thus—Thea alicns
bave made out of sectiona of the most peaceible peasantry in the
world men who despair of securing juoetice except throngh the moat
dreadful methods. The moral is pitain, anpd it is the merit (f Mr,
Manning's pamphlet to enforce it with consuderable power.

Lord Salisbury was in Scarborough on Thursday, December 20,
and bis speeches affected great good hamour, Oolcoesier has been ag
a fall of dew in the desert to the Tories, and Lord Saliebury expanded
npon the signs of Tory revival 1n & maanner that shows the value of
the long list of Liberal victories since the generalelection, Refer-
ring to Lreland, he declates that the way to peace lies through the
Ashbonrne Act ; that itis the only expeniment in purcbass that has
proved euccessful ; and he propkesies thafthe experiment will be
repeated again and again until the desire for purchase ig exhausted,
This is just what Mr. Gladsione foretold. The Tories will go on with
their small doses until the British taxpayer becomes the direct land-
lord of nearly the whole of Ireland. Whatwill Mr. Chamberlain sny
to this? With regard to Home Rule, he atated that Mr. Glidstone's
messure conceded more than Grattan’s Parlhiament, because it gave
an executive; that Grattan's Parliament had brought the conn'1y to
rebellion ; and that if Home Bule was granted Lbe Irish ports would
soon become the harbours for every esemy at war with Kngland.
Lord Balisbury shows his insincernity in no way more clearly thiz in
the absurd argumeats he advanecee against the Home Bule cause. In
this case he deliberately falgifies history ; because i:is a matter of
history, acknowledged by every bisterian, except. perhaps, snch
fietionists as Dr, Ingram, that it was the English Executive provoked
the Irish Rebellion out of sheer heartless poticy. It was the element
in the ante-Union aystem which Lord Sahabury directly approves
that caused the ditc failure of the system. The other argument dees
not bear examination, How an Ireland, sslf-governed uaeder tue
supremacy of the Imperial Pariament, and with the defences of
Ireland in Impernal charge, could afford greatey facilities to an enemy
of England than Ireland in its present condition, Loid Balisbury did



