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sn ;prorokad-insult offered to ber! 1 am ready to sink with shame

st e very thooght.”

“ Pray do not give yoursell one momeant's unzasinesa npoa the
sabject,” aaid I earneatly, for I was grieved at ber avident distress,
1 amenre .hat your father has some reason unokaown to us for
taking this step,”

“ God knows he has 1" she answered, with ineffable sadness in
her voice, “ And yet I thiok it would be mots m.nly to face &
deoger than to fly from it., However, he knows best, and it is
impoasiblefor ustojulge. Bat whoisthis I"she exclaimed, anxiously
peeting up the durk avenuc. * Oh, it is my broher Mordanst,
Mordaunt,” ehe said, a3 the young mano approached us, ** I have been
apologising to Mr. West for what bappeced yesterday in your name
aswell as myown.”

“1 am very very giad to have the opportunity of doing it in
person " said he courteously. “Ioanly wish that [ could sea your
siater and you: father as well as yoursslf, to tell them how sorry I am.
I think you had be ter ruo up tu the house, litile one, lor it'a getting
near tiffia tima, No—don's you go, Mr, West. I want to have &
word with yoq,”

Miss Heatherstone wavad her hand to me with & bright smile,
and tripped off up the avenne, while her brother unbolted the gate,
and, passing tarough, closed it again, locking it upon the cutside.

#T'll have a stroll down the road with you, if you hare no objec-
tion, Have & manilla,” He drew a couple of cheroots from his
pocket and banded one to me, ' You'll find they are not bad,” he
said, * I became a connoisseur in tobagco when I was in India. Are
you lit ! I hope I am not interfering with your business in coming
along with you.”

“Not at ail,”" I answered.

n

“ 1 am very glad to have your com-

“1'll tell yon a secret,” said my companion. ** This is the first
;ima that I bave been outaide the grounds since we have been down

sre.'

“ Aund your sister !

‘ Bhe bas never been ont zither,” he answered, "“I have given
the governor the slip to-duy, but he wouldn't half like it if he kaew,
It's a whim of his that we shonld keep oursslves entirely to ourselves,
At least, some people would call it a whim ; for my own part I have
reason to believe that he bas solid grounds for all that he doesa—
though perbaps in this matter he may be a little too exacting.”

¥ You must snrely fiad 1t very lonely,” said I, * Couldn't you
mansge 10 slip down at times and have a smoke with me! That
house over yonder is Brankeoms,”

 Iudeed, you are very kind.”” he anawered, with sparkling eyes.
“1 should desaily hike to run over now and again, With the exception
of lerael Btakes, our old coachman and gardener, I have not a soul
that 1 can speak to."”

“ And your sister, she must feel it oven more,” said I, thinking
io my beart that my new acquaintavce made rather too much of brs
own troubles, and too littls of these of hie companion,

“ Yes ; poor Gabrielle feels it, no doubt,” he answered, carelessly ;
“but it'a & more uanatural thiog for a young man of my age 10 be
cooped opio this way tban for & woman. Look at menow, Iam three.
sod-twenty pext March, and yet I have never been to a university —
nor to & schoosl, for that matter. 1 am a3 complete an ignoramus as
sny of these cloiboppers, It seems strange to you, no doubt; and
yet it 18 so, Now, doz’t you thiok I deserve a better fate?' He
stopped as he spoke, and faced round to me, throwiog hie arma for-
waid in appeal,

As I louked at bim. with the swn shiming upon bis tace, he eer-
tainly did scem u strange bird to be cooped up in such a cage. Tall
and moscular, with a kecn, dark fuce, aod sharp, finely-cat features,
he migat bave stepped out of tbe canvas of Murnllo or Ve asquer,
There was latent encrgy and power in s firm-set mouth, ks square
eyebrows, and the whole pose of his elastic, well-kni figurs.

* There is tbe learning to be got from bioks, a-d the learaing to
be got Liom experience,” saul I, sententiously,  If you have less of
your share of the one, perhaps you have more of the other. I canoo
believe that you bave spent ail vour hife 1o mere 1dleness and
pleasure,”

‘“Fleasure | ” he cried, ' Pleasure ! Look at this.” He pulled
off his hat, aad I aaw that his black hair was all flecked and dasbed
with etre«ks of grey. “ Do yoo imagwne thai thie came from
pleasure 7" he nsked, with a bitier laugh,

“ Yoo must bave had some great chock,” I said, astonished at the
sight ; *“ sume terrible iiloess 1u your youth. Or perbaps 1t arises from
& mure chroni¢ cause—a coustant gnawing anxiety. I bave knuwn
meh a8 young as you whose hair was as grey.'

** Poor deviis!™ he muttered, I p1 y them.”

“ 1f you can maaage to slip down to Hrapksome at times,” said I,
* perbaps you could bring Miss Heatherstone withyor, Iknow that
my father anl my sister would be delighted to gee her, and & changs,
if on.y for o hour or two, mightdo ber good.”

** It would be ratuer nard for us both to get away together,” he
answered. ' Howevar, 1f I see & chance I shall bring her down, It
might be managed some afternoon, perhaps, for the old man indulges
m & sweats occasionmlly.” We bad reached the head ot the winding
lape which branches off from the high road and leads up tothe laird
house, 80 my companioa pulled up. “I must go back,” he said, ** or
they will miss me. It's very kind of you, Weat, to taka thia interest
inue. Iam very gratetul to you, and so will Gabriclle be when she

hears of your kind wnvitatiou,  It'sareal heaping of coals of fire after
that infernal placard of my father's,”

He shook my hand and set of down the road. but he came 1un-
ning after mo piesently, caling me tostop. “1 was just thinking,”
be said,” ™shat you must conmder us a great mystery up there at
Cloomber. I dare say you bave come to look upen it as a private
lunatic asylum, and Icen't blame you, If you are interested 1n the
matter, I feel it 18 uniriendly oo my part not to satiafy your curnoeity,
bat 1 have promised my tatherto be silent abont it. And, iodeed, :f
1 were to tell you all that I know, yon might not be very much the
wiger after all, I wonld have yornoderstand this, bowever—that my

father is as sane as yon or I, and that he has very good reasons for
living the lifa which he does, I miy add that hie wish to remain
s:cluded does not arise from any unworthy or dishonourable motives,
bat merely from the instinet of sclf-pres-=ryation.”

* He w in denger, thea t "' I ejaculated,

“ Yeg, he is in coastant danger,"”

,* But why does ha not apply to the magistrates tor protection ? "
Tacked. *If he is afraid of asyone, he has only to name him and
they will biod him over to keep tha peace.’’ .

¢ My dear West,” said young Haatherstone, " tha danger with
which my [atber is threatened is one which ecanpot be averted by
any haman intervention. Itis none the leas very real, and powibly
very imminent.” L.

# Yon don't mean to assert that it is snpernataral,” I aaid iacre-
dalcusly, .

“ Well, hardly that either,” ha answere1 with hesitation. *“ Bat
there,” he continued, ** I have said rather more than Leh)uld, bat I
know that you will not abuse my confidence, @Godd-bye.” H.e took
to his heals and was soon out of my sight, rouad & curve in the
country road.

A danger which was raal and imminent, not to be averted by
human means, and yet bardly supsrnataral—hers was s conundrum
indeed 1 I had come to Jook upon the inhahitants of the Hall as mere
eccentrics,: but after what young Mordaunt Heatherstone had just
told me, I could no longer doubt that some dark aad sinister mean-
ing underlay all their actions. The more I pondered over the problem
the more unanswerable did it appear, and yet I could ot get the
matter out of my thonghts, The lonely isolated hall, and the sirange,
impending catastrophe which hang over ita inmates, appealed for.
cibly to my imagination, All that evening, snd late into the night,
I sat moodily by tha fire, pondering over all that I had heard, and
ravolving in my mind the various iocidents which might furnish me
with some clue to the mystery,

(Zo be continued.)

MOTHER SEIGEL’S
0 PERATING

PILLS,

FOR CONBTIPATION, SLUGGISH LIVER, BTO,
l , NLIKE many kinds of carthartic medicines, do not make

you fvel worse before you feel better, Their operation ir gentle
but thorough, and unattended with disagreeable effects, such =
Dauses, griping pains, ete,

SBEIGEL'S OPERATING PILLS are the best family physic ibat

bas ever been discovered. They cleanse the bowels from all irritating
substances, and leave them in & healthy condition.

The best remedy extant for the bane of our lives—constipation
and sluggish liver,

These Piils prevent fevers and all kinda of sickness, by removing
all pasonous matter from the bowels, They operate briskly, yet
mildly, without any pain.

If you take a severs cold, and are threatened with a fever, with
pains in the head, back, and lLimbs, one or two doses of SEIGELS’
OPERATING PILLS will break up the cold and prevent the fever,

A coated t.ngue, with & brackish taste. i3 caused by foul matter
in the stomach. A few doses of SEIGEL'S OPKRATING PILLS
will cleanse the stomach, remove the bad taste, and restore the ap-
petite, and with 1t bring good health,

Oft nt'mes disease, or partially deeayed food, causes sickness
nausen, and disrrheea, 1F the bowels are cleansed from this impurity
with a dose of SEIGEL’S OPEBATING PILLS, these disagreeabla
cffects will vanieh, and good bealth will result.

SEIGEL'S OPERATING PILLS prevent ill-effects from exces
in eating or drinking: A good dose at bedtime renders a person fit
for buginess in the marning, .

These Pills, being Sugar-coated, are plessant to take, The dis
agreeable taste common to most Pilla is obviated.

FOR SALE BY ALL CHEMISTS, DRUGGISTS
AND MEDICINE VAENDORS.
PROPRIETORS:
J. A. WHITE, LiMiTep, LONDON, Ex

Fvery Sunday moroing bafore nine o'clock Mr. Justice Hawkins
and Bir Char es Ru-sell may, says the London correapondent of ibe
Manchester Guardian, be seen separately and diligeatly riding in
Hyde Park. Of all lawyers these are the two who keow most about
norees, and their methodical exercise suggeats the highest power of
getting through agreatdealot work, Experience makes one diairust
the sturies which were prevaleat when ths habita of the hardest
wotrkers were lesa known of excessive inattention to their health.
Qbservation shows that, on the contrary, the men who do most work,
wno pactically never fail from ui-heslth to kesp their appointments,
are ag methodical in recreation as in businesa, 8ir C, Russel!, thoogh
a famous judge of horses, i8 uot 8o often seen on a racecourse as Sir
Heory Hawking, who is honorary legal adviser to the Jacky Club, It
is said that Sir Henry has been kaown to press the completion of
mssizes at late hours oo the eve of some great sporting event ; and it
wae said last week that when this is supposed to bave taken piace in
Wales, counsel who wouli gladly have made another day of the case
in hand, said he did not know what might be the composition of the
Bench, but that the Bar was not made of tron. Whereupon Mr. Justice
Hawkins 18 credited with the repiy that at all events there zppeared

to be & good deal of brase in its composition . — Jublin Freeman.,



