Friday, Febiuary 8, 1559,

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

13

DECREE OF OOKEANIA OF THE BEATIFICATION
OR DECLABATION OF THE MARTYRDOM OF THE
VYENEEABLE PRTER LOUIB MARY CHANEL, PRIRST
OF THE BOCIETY OF MARY, PRO-VICAR APOSTOLIC
OF WERTEEN OCEANIA.

—

1x anewer to the question : * Is thore svidence of the martysdom, of
the oause of the martyrdom, of the signs or miracles in the matier
and to the effact under consideration 1"

By a desiga of tbe Dinine Wisdom it has happened that, as the
truth of the Curistina Religion was wonderfully strengthened from
the beginning by the bload of her countless martyrs, it has, by the
sams blood, through the several suceesding ages been spread abtoad,
and thos the followers of Christ have always have had ploriona
models to inflame tbeir loving faitk. To this assembly of herozs
must be added the Venerable Peter Louin Mary Chanel. Born in the
third year of this century, on the tweltth of Juoly, in the village of
Cuet, 10 the Diocese of Beiley, by his innocence, his meekness, and
his love of religion, he showed from his yonth what he was afterwards
to be-as & defender and propagator of the Catholic Truth, Being
called by God be was admitted to Hoty Orders, wherein he ehone stiil
more by his virtues 30 as to be employed by bie Bishop in the
discharge of the highest offices, But God had greater things in store
for him when he had joined the Bociety of Mary, to which the Boly
Bee bad entrosted tie Missions of Western Oceania and eent him
irom the shores of France to Futaoa, where he landed in 1837. He
remained there alone with a lay Brother, whilst his fellow Missionera
went to different parts of the islaods. He, at first, was well received
by the king of the naiion, with whom he remained on good terms for
the space of two years. Asaocon as he had mastered the Ianguage
#C a8 to be able to be understood by him, he earnestly endeavonred
to convert bim to the Christian Faith. Tte king, who waa aleo the

tiest of bis tribe, seeing that maoy through the preacniog of Peter
Eouil had embraced the Christian religion, changed his love into
batred. Wherefore, abandoning the venerable priest, he went to live
in another village, and left him destitnte of every help, and even of
fopd, Nothing dsunted, the evangelical labourer obtained his food
by cultivating the land in the eweat of his brow, but the savage
ebemies of the Christian name robbed him of all he possessed. Their
wrath daily increased at the sight of the number of believers be won
over by preaching the word of God. Amopng these couverts was the
soo of the King. A plot was accordiogly formed in order o destroy
both religion aod the wenerable priest himself, By order of the
King some infuriated satellites were sent to put the servant of God
to death, They found him alone at home, atrock him most cruelly
with their clubs, with spears they hurled him to the giound. and &t
length laid open bis skall with a hatchet which penetrated his very
braive, Thua, as & most acceptable victim, was he immolated & sacris
fles to God, Tbua did the good shepherd joyfully give up his Life for
hia flock on the 28th of April, 1841, & copsummetion for whicn he had
long yearnmed. The frightfu! dearn of the King and of
his brothers, and of some others of the persscutors, wh.eh hap-
pened soon after, waa looked upoo by all as a Divine punishment of
their crime, Several of the natives, even those who hal been the
promoters and perpetrators of the crime, embraced the Farth, and
became 1llustrious witneesea of the martyrdom. rhowing once more
that the blood of martyrs is the seed of Christiana. Nor did Heaven
fail to give other testimony to the glory of the martyr, The Prefect.
Apostalic of Futupa waa careful to draw vwp & report of all these facts,
This, and other authentic documents, bring sent 1o Rome by the
Yicar-Aposoiic of (Oceanis, Piua IX,, of 1llustrions memory. gave
them the place of the ordinery process of erquiry, confirmed the
opinior of the Bpecial Congregation of Sacred Rites, appointed by
hiumself, and aigued the Commigsion to introduce the Cauea on 24th
Beptember. 1857, The Apostolic Deeds having been drawn up and
munor questions daly solved, bie Holinesr FPope Lo XILI granted
that the examination of the martyrdom. the cauee of the martyrdom,
together with the sigos or miracles should take place. Woeretore a
disquisition of all these according to 1he rules of the moat scrutinis-
ing judgment was drawn ap in & Preliminary Congregation, the 11th
of the kalends of July of the yesr 1881, 1o preseuce of \he iate
illu-trious Cardinal Dominie Bartolini, Prefect of the Congregation
of Bacred Bites, who bad charge of tneCause. Another preparatary
Coogregation was held in ihe usual form, in the Apostolic Palace of
the Valcan, on the 7th of the kalends of Mareh, 1886, A third
genersl Congregation was beld before our Most Holy Father
Pope Leo XIII o the Palace of the Vatican. on the 12tn
of the kaienda of Beptember last, In this the Most Fmi-
pent Cardinal Angelo bBianchi, Prefect of the Coogregauon
of Kites in charge of the Cause, successor of the late Cardinal
Bartolini, of iitustrious memory, proposed the tollowiog question:
Whether there iz evidence of the martyrdom, the cavee of the martur-
dom, the rigns and miracles in the matter ard to the effect under
ceasideratien: 7 The most Reverend Cardinals end Father Consultors
gave their opisions. These being beard, our Most Holy Lord the
Pope deferred bis final decision until he had tarther pourel forth
supplisnt prayers to Almighty God,

On thie, the last Sunday after Fentecos’, whereon, this year, we
honour the memory of the Gioriona Virgin and Martyr 8t. Catherine,
the Unbloody Sacrifice baving been offared, the Holy Fathcr seated
upon bia Trrope 10 his Palace of the Va'ican, in the presence of 1he
Most Beverand Cardioal Angulo Bianchi, Prefect, who wan in charge
of the Cause, together with the Reverend Father Augustin Caprers,
Promoter of the Faitn, and myse'f the undersigred secratary, decresd
that ©  “lhere was evidence of the martyrdom of the veperabie
servant of Gud. Peter Louis Mary Chanel, and of the caus: of the
mattyidom which God hed made manifest and had coutirmed by
many aigns and mirscled.”  Aad he ordered this Decree to be
publisbed und to be registered 10 the Actaof the Bacred Cunerezation
of Kiteson the Tth of the kalends of Decamber ol the year 1854,

1.8 A. CARDINAL BIANCHI 8,B.C. Piet.

o LAURWNTIUS SALVAT! 8,R,C. Becretarius,

MARY BTUART; A TRUE MARTYR,
e
(Tablct, Decomber 15.)

FATHERER RODERICK GRANT writes tous : As I have besn requested by
many who are desply interested in this cause to give wide circalniion
among Oatholice to the Iast latter of Mary Btuart to Fope Sixtus V.,
written shortly before her zxecution, I feel that I cannot do better
than embody it in s Jetter or article which can reach onr brethren by
maedns of your able and interesting paper., This Inst farewell of Mary
to the Vicar of Christ, in addition to its iotense pathos, ua valuable aa
& theological profession of faith, and T coont it a privilege to have
been allowed to eee the original in the library of the Vatican. Benedict
KIV. bag troly declared ita value to be priceless, and it will, indeed,
prove to ba sach if it be the means of dispelling the false idéas which
s0 many Catholics have imbibad from Protesiant bistorians, who,
basipg theit arguments upon the well-worn forgeries of that day, ave
rroclaimed to the world that Mary Stuart was a schbeming murdsress,
caught it her own toils, and justly executed. The iast words of any-
oue standing on the threahold of the dark valley are supposed to be
true words, but wheo those words are written in the mosi solemn way
to the highest authority oo thie eartb. the Vicar of Christ, they have
& etronger olaim upos our belief; moreover, they so very clearly
iadicate the fixed ides in the mind of the Beoitish Queen that she
was dying for the faith and because the bopes of the Church &t rhat
time were centred in her. The great Archbiabop of Milan, St. Charles
Borromeo, most truly exproased the feelings of the Church through-
oot Evrope when be wrots to the Queen of Scots to comfort and
coneole her in her long captivity, and to tell ber that the eyes of ail
Christendom were upon her to see how she upheld the honour sad
the cause of the Charch, In giving the letter, I bave omitted the
parts in which she apeaks of her hopes for the marriage of ber sen,
James VL, and regarding the pensions of ber servants.

JESU8 MARIA.

* Holy Father,—Inasmueh as it has pleased Glod in His divine
providence to order in His Church that, under His crucified Son,
Jesus Christ, alt thoss who believe in Him and mre baptised in the
osme of the Holy Trinity, shonld recogoise as mother one universal
Chureh, Uatholie, Apostolic, and Homap, whose commands, with the
ten of the ancient Jaw, are to be kept nnder pain o damnation, it ia
requisite that all who mspire to eternal life shonld keep their gase
steadfastly fixed thereon, therefore, I, born of royal parents, was like
them baptised in it, Nay more, I, uawortby as I am, was from the
breast called to the throne, and snointed and crowoed by the
authority and ministars of that Church, and nogrished and resrsd
under her wiog and on ber bosom, and by ber instructed in the
obedience owed by ail Christisns to him whom she, gnided by the
Holy Ghost, has elected according to the ancient decrees and order
of the primitive Church, to the Apostolical Holy Bee, as our bead on
earth : to whom Jesus Christ, in bis last testament, speaking to 81,
Peter of the fonadation of this Church, gave the power to bind and
locgse poor sinners from the bonds of Batan, abeolving us by him or
by his ministers appointed, from all crimes and sios that we commit
and perpetrate, we being penitest, and as far a8 in us lies making
satigfaction for them. having confesged according to the ordinanca vl
the Church. I call to witness my Baviour Jesas Chriat, the mos:t
blessed Tranity, the glorigus Virgin Mary, all the angels and arch-
angels, Bt. Peter, the shepherd, my peculiar intecessor, and special
advocate, Bt, Andrew and all the saints, that I have always lived in
the faith of the Universal Church, Catholie, Apostolic, and Roman,
in which being regenerated 1 have alwaye intended to do my duty to
the Apostolic Bze, but, to my great regret, 1 have not been able to do
this, owiog to my detention 1o this captivity, and my long sickoess.
But now that it haa pleased God, Most Holy Fatber, to permit tor my
sins, and those of this unfortunate island, that I, che soie remnant o3
the blood of Enzland uad Scotland, poseeseing that faith, should, afier
20 yeam' captivity, confined in a strait prison, and at length cor-
demuoed to death by the states and heretical assembly ot this country,
ad was thie day communcated to me by Lord Buckhorst, Amias
Paulet my keeper. one Drury. kpight, nod a seeretary named Heale,
commandiog me in the name of their Queen to prepare to receive
death. and offering me one of their bishopa and a dean for consola-
1100, the priest whom [ hsd bavirg been taken away and kept I know
not where. ] bave considered it my first duty to turn to God, and
then with own hand to wrnite to your Holiness, in order that as I
capnot make it koown to you before my death, yet afterwards the
reason and iotent may be manifest to yuu, which ip, the whole being
duly considered, the sobversion of their religion in thia sland,
designed they eay by me, and in my favuur attempted, by their own
sobjects obedient to your laws, by the Catholic princes and my family,
who all name me ss heir to this crowao in their prayers. 1 leave
it to your Holiness to comeider the consequence ot such a sentence,
entreating you to have prayers said for my poor soul, and the souls of
all thors who are dead or dying, for the same or the hke judgment
And my intention being, accordiog to the constitution of the Cunrca,
to contess, do sucb peoance as 1 can, and receive Viaticowm, 1t
I cau obtain my chaplain to administer the said sacrsments. In
default where f, with a contrite and peoitent heart, [ prostrate my-
sclf at the feet of your Holiness, contessing myself to God and Hims
saints. and to your pateruity, to be a most unworthy einper, and
guilty of eternal loas, if it do vot pleas: the good God, Who died for
penttent sinners, to bave mercy ; entreating you to tuke this my
¢vnein! submission ad a testimony of my intention to accomplinh all
tkat 18 commanded by the Courch, and to vavs my poor roul, between
which mnd tbe justice of God I intarpose the blood of Jesus Christ,
erocified for me and fur all sinners the worst of whom I confems my-
self to be,” ' nay, mers, voluntarly offering at the foot of Iis cross
wy daond far my adherence to Hiz Church, and the fartAful seal I
feel for it, as without the restoration of 1t | uever desire to .ave 1n
this wretched world,” * Never baviog had aoy intention, a8 my acr-
vants present in my affliction will testify, [ uave willingiy offorcu my



