
(ANrt,December 15.)
FatbbsBoduickGbantwritestous :AsIhavebeenrequestedby
many whoaredeeply interestedin thiscause togive widecirculation
amongCatholics to the last letter of Mary Btuart to Pope Sixtns T.,
written shortly before her execution,Ifeel that Icannot do better
than embody itina letter or article which can reach ourbrethrenby
meansof your abls andinterestingpaper. This laat farewell of Mary
to theVicar of Christ, in addition to its intense patboa,v valuable a*
a theological profession of faith,andIcount ita privilege tohave
been allowed to tee the originalin the libraryof the Vatican. Benedict
XIV.has tinly declared its value to be priceless, and it will, iadeed,
prove tobe such if itbe the meansof dispelling thefalseideas which
so many Catholics have imbibed from Protealant historians, who,
basiDg their argumentsupon tbe well-worn forgeries of that day,have
proclaimed to the world that Mary Btnart wasaschemingmurderess,
caught inher own toils,and justlyexecuted. The last word* of an;-
onestanding on the threshold of the dark valley are supposed to be
true words,but when those wordsare writtenin tbe most solemn way
to the highest authority on this earth, the Ticar of Christ, they have
a stronger olaim npoi our belief; moreover, they so very clearly
indicate tbe fixedidea in the mind of the Scottish Queen that she
wasdying for tbe faithand because thehopes of the Church at that
time werecentredin her. Tbe great ArchbishopofMilan,St. Charles
Borromeo, most truly expressedthe feelings of the Church through-
out Europe when be wrote to tbe Qneen of Scots tocomfort and
console her inher longcaptivity,and to tell her that the eyes of all
Christendom were upon her tosee howsheupheld the honour and
the cause of the Church. In giving the letter,Ihave omitted the
parts in which she speaksof her hopes for themarriage of her son,
JamesVL,andregarding thepensions of her servants.

JESUB MARIA.*"HolyFather,— lnasmuch as it has pleatedOod inHis divine
providence to order in His Church that, under His crucified Son,
Jesus Christ, all those who believe in Him andarebaptisedin the
name of the Holy Trinity, should recognise asmother oneuniversal
Church, Catholic,Apostolic,and Koman, whose commands, with the
ten of the ancient law,are tobekept under painof damnation,itis
requisite that all who aspire to eternallife shouldkeep their gaze
steadfastly fixed thereon, therefore, I,born of royalparents,was like
them baptisedin it. Nay more,I,unworthy asIam, was from the
breast called to the throne, and anointed and crowned by tbe
authority andministers of that Church, and nourished and reared
under her wing and on her bosom, and by her instructed in the
obedience owed by all Christians to him whomshe,guided by the
Holy Ghost, has electedaccording to the ancient decrees and order
of- tbe primitive Church, to tbe ApostolicalHoly Bee, as ourbead on
earth:to whom Jesus Christ, inbis last testament,speaking to St.
Peter of the foundationof this Church, gave thepower tobind and
loose poor sinners from the bonds ot Satan,absolving usby him or
by his ministers appointed, from all crimes andsins that we commit
aod perpetrate, w« being penitent, and as far as inus lies making
satisfaction for them, having confessed according to the ordinance ot
the Church. 1call to witness my Saviour Jesus Christ, the most
blessed Trinity, the glorious Virgin Mary, all the angels andarch-
angels, St. Peter, the shepherd, my peculiar inteceesor, and special
advocate,St. Andrew andall the saints, that Ihave always lived in
the faith of the Universal Church, Catholic, Apostolic,and Roman,
in which being regeneratedIhave always intendedto domy duty to
the Apostolic S»e, but, tomy great regret,Ihavenot been able todo
this, owing to my detention in this captivity,and my long sickness.
Butnow that ithas pleasedGod, MostHoly Father, to permit for my
sins, and those of this unfortunate island, thatI, the sole remnant ot
tbeblood cf England undScotland,poaeesting that faith,should, after
20 yearb' captivity, confined in a strait prison, and at lengtn cor,-
demned to death by tbe states and heretical assembly ot this country,
ai was this day communicated to me by Lord Buckhurst, Annas
Pauletmy keeper,one Drnry. knight, and a secretary named Keale,
commanding me in the name of their Queen to prepare to receive
death, and offering me one of their bishopsand a dean for consola-
tion, the priest whomIhad having been takenawayand keptIknow
not where. Ihave considered >t my first dnty to turn to God, and
then withownhand to write to your Holiness, in order that as I
cannot make it known to youbeforemy death, yet afterwards the
reason andintent may be manifest to you, whichis, the whole being
duly considered, the subversion of their religion ia this island,
designed they sayby me, aodin my favour attempted, by their ovyn

subjects obedientto yourlaws,by the Catholic princes andmy family,
who all name me as heir to this crown in their prayers. Ileave
it to your Holiness to consider the consequence ot such a sentence,
entreating you tohave prayerssaid for mypoor soul, and the souls of
all those who aredeador dying, for the same or tbe like judgment
Andmy intention being, according to the constitution of the Cuureu,
to conless, do tucb penance as 1can, and iccaive Viaticum, it
Ican obtain my chaplain to administer the said sacraments. In
default where jf,with a contrite and penitent heart, Iprostrate my-
self at the feet of your Holiness, confessing myself to God aud His
gainta. and to your paternity, to be a mostunworthy sinner, and
guilty of eternal lost, if it do cot please the good GoJ, Who died for
penitent sinners, to have mercy;entreating you to take this mr
geneial submission as a testimony of my intention to accomplish all
that iscommanded by the Caurcb, and to tavomy poorpoul,between
whichand tbe justiceof God Iinterposethe blood of Jesus Christ,
crucified for me and for all sinners the worst of whomIconfess nij-
self tobe," "'

nay,mire, voluntarily offeringat tfte foot of Jhs cro*d
my bloodftr my adherence t» His Church, and the faithful seal 1
feel for it, as without tberestoration of it Inever desire to ive m
this wretched world," "Neverhavinghad any intention, as my Ser-
vantspresent inmy afflictionwill testify,ILave willlngiy offjrcu my

Ivanswer to thequestion:"Is there evidenceof tbe marty/dom,of
tbeoaoseof themartyrdom,of the signs ormiracles in the matter
aad to theeffect under consideration T"

By adesign of tbe Divine Wisdom it has happened that,ai the
truthof the Onristiao Religion was wonderfully strengthened from
thebeginning by the bloodof her countless martyre, it baa,by the
same blood,through the several succeeding agetbeen spreadabroad,
aod thai tbe folloirers of Christ hare always hare had glorious
modelsto inftame their loving faith. To this assembly of heroes
mostbe addedtbe VenerablePeter Louis Mary Chanel. Born in tbe
thirdyearof this century, on tbe twelfth of July, in tbe village of
Cuet, in the Diocese of Belley,by his innocence, his meekness, and
hislore of religion,he showed from bis youth wbatbe was afterwards
tobe as adefender and propagator of the Catholic Truth. Being
calledby God be wasadmitted toHoly Order?, whereinhe phone still
moreby his virtues so as to be employed by his Bishop in the
discharge of the highest offices. But Ood had greater things instore
for himwhen hebad joined tbe Society of Mary, to which theHoly
See had entrusted the Missions of Western Oceania and sent him
from theshores ofFrance to Futuna, where he landed in 1837. He
remainedthere alone witha layBrother, whilst his fellow Miseioners
wentto different parts of the islands. He, at first, was well received
by tatking of thenation, withwhomhe remained ongood terms for
tha space of two years. As soon as he bad mastered tbe language
so as tobe able tobe understood by him, be earnestly endeavoured
toconverthim to the Christian Faith. The king, whowasalso tbe
priestof bis tribe,seeing thatmany through the preaching of Peter
Louis had embraced the Christian religion, chsnged his love into
hatred. Wherefore, abandoning thevenerableprieet,he went to live
inanother village,andleft him destitute of everyhelp, andeven of
fopd. Nothing daunted, the evangelical labourer obtained bis food
bj cultivating the land in the sweat of his brow, but the savage
enemiesof the Chriitian namerobbedhim ofallhe possessed. Their
wrathdailyincreased at the sightof the number of believershe won
overby preaching the wordof God. Among these converts was the
sod of the King. A plot was accordingly formed inorder to destroy
both religion and the venerable priest himself. By order of the
King some infuriated satellitesweresent toput the servant of God
todeath. They found him alone at home, struck him most crnelly
with their clubs, with spears they hurledhim to the giound. andat
length laid openbis skull witha hatchet whichpenetrated bis very
brains. Thus, as a most acceptablevictim, washe immolated a sacri-
fice to God. Thus did the good shepherd jo;fully giveup bis life for
his flock on the 28th ofApril,1841, a consummation for which he had
long yearned. The frightful death of the Kins and of
his brothers, and of some others of the persecutor*, wh.ch hap-
penedsoonafter, was looked upon by all as a Divinepunishment of
their crime. Several of the natives,even tho?e who hai been tbe
promoters and perpetrators of the crime, embraced theFaitb, and
became illustrious witnesses of tbe martyrdonp. showing once more
that theblood of martyrs is the seed of Christians. Noi <iid Heaven
fail togiveother testimony to the glory if tbe martyr. The Prefect -
Apostolicof Futuna wascareful to draw upareport ofall these facts.
Tbis, and other authentic documents, bf ing sent to Rome by the
Vicar-Apostolic of Oceania, Pius IX., of illustrious memory, gave
them the place of the ordinary process of etquiry, confirmed the
opinionof the Special Congregation of Sacred Rites, appointed by
himself, and sigued the Commission to introduce tbe Gaugeon 24th
September. 1857. The Apostolic Deeds bavins been drawn upand
minor questions duly solved, his Holiness Pope L°o XIII.gian'ed
that the examinationof the martyrdom, thecauseof themartyrdom,
together with the signs or miracles should takeplace. Wnerelore a
dißqaisition of all these according to (herules of the most scrutinis-
ing judgment was drawnupin a Preliminary Congregation, tbe 11th
of the kalends of July of the year 1881, in presence of ihe late
illustrious Cardinal Dominic Bartolini, Prefect of the Congregation
of SacredBites, whobad charge of toeCause. Another preparatory
Congregation was held in tbe usual form, in the ApostolicPalace of
the Vatican, ou the 7th of the kalends of March, IKBG. A third
general Congregation was held before our Most Holy Father
Pope Leo X£II in the Palace of the Vatican, on the 12tn
of the kalends of September last. In this the Most Emi-
nent Cardinal Angelo bianchi, Prefect of the Congregation
of Kites in charge of the Cause, successor of the late Cardinal
Bartolini, of illustrious memory, proposed tbe following question:
Wfuiher therev evidence of themartyrdom, thecaxueof the martyr-
dom,the tigns and miracles in the matter and to the effect under
c+ntideratim,.' The most ReverendCardinals and Father CoDSultore
gave their opinions. Those being beard, our Most Holy Lord the
Popedeferredhis final decision until he had further poure1 forth
suppliantprayers to Almighty God.

On this, the last Sunday after Pentecost, whereon, this year, we
honour the memoiyof theGlorious Virgin and Martyr Br. Catherine,
the Unbloody Sacrifice having been offered, the Holy Father ieated
upon Lia Ttrone tnbis Palace of tbe Va'iean, in the presence of ibe
lioit BeverandCardioal ADgblo Bianchi, Prefect, who was in charge
of ihe Cause, together with the Reverend Father Augustin Capreta,
Promoter of the Faitb,and myself theundersigned secretary, decreed
that* "'lhere was evidence of the martyrdom of the venerable
servant of God. Peter Louis Mary Chanel,and of the causj of tbe
maityidom which God hud made manifest and had coutirmed by
mauy signs aod minder "

And he ordered 'his Decree to be
published und tobe registered inthe Actsof tbe Sacred Congregation
of Kitreou tiie 7tb of tbe kalends of December ol the year IKSB.

1.8. A. CARDINALBIANCHI 8.8.C.Picef.
»i* LAURhNTIUS SALVATI B.R.C. Becretatius.
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