BewZieatand Gable

Vor. XVI.—~No. 42,

- e

DUNEDIN: FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 1889

Price 6p.

Qurrent ©opics

AT HOME AND ABROAD,

Tum following message relalire to the Parnell

THEB NONESTY OoF Oommission, was received in Dunedin on December
THE CABLE, 14, at 9. 30 p.m : —" A Fenian named Buckle, gave
oviieoce befors the Commission to-day. He de-

posed that he bad been ordered to shoot an expelled Land Leagner,
Boche, by oame, The atiempt failed, and the League gave bim 60s
to facilitate bis escape to America." This mesago conveys to its
readers, as no doubt it was iotended that it shonld, the impression
that thiv Fenian, (Buckley not Buckle) was a reliable witness, and
that bis evidence bad been conclusive. We bave mow, howerver, be-
fore us the report given by the Timer of this man's examination and
croes-examination, and wo ses the matter in a somewhat differect
light. Buckley stated that in November 1880, he had been sworn in
a4 & member of the Feninn Brotherhood, at Canseway in Kerry, and
that sabeequently he had attended s mesting of the Amsociation at
the Laod League rooms in the villege, admitting afterwards, on
eross-exaraination, that the room was the only public room there, and
that it had been used indifferently as Land Leagus room, band room,
snd Feniao room. His attack upon Roche was made, sccording to his
statement, asfollows : Boche wasa ueighbour of his, lived in fact,in a
houge adjoining hir, and was not on bad terms with him, although they
were very cool. He agreed, neverthelsss, to shoot him on the pro-
possl of the Land League, to whom be was obnoxijus on account of
information he bad given to the police, a3d by whom he had been
expelled, Backley, as he slleged, was promised that if he would
shoot Lioche, he would get costs to America from the funds of the
Leagoe. He undertook the job, therefore, and tais is how he ast
about it. He had, he said, been given a revolver, with which he was
told to practise, and with which he did practise st a stone sbont the
size of A man’s head. But previcus to hia attempt on Roohe, and
slthough from having been in the militia he was well acquainted
with the proper use of fire-arms, he hid this revolver, ready loaded,
io & ditch, for fear it might be discovered by the police in his
possession. Armed wih this revolver, unexamined from the damp
ditch, one evening in June, at balf past seven o'clock, when it wag
broad day lizht, e met Boche on & road at about flve or six hoodred
yardsfrom the police barrack,and whea his head was turned away took
aim at him and pulted the trigger, but without effect, as the pistol
wimed fire. Boche heard the click, and tarning ronad ssked Buckley
to goand belp him st some job a little way off, Buckley. howerer,
seized bim by the collar of hislcoat, and tried to fire the three or four
other barrels at him, each in turn missing. He then ran away, as it
bad been arranged, to & house in the village, aad Roche went aod
told the police. In the trial that followed in doe course, Roche
state] that he had seen neither emoke nor fire, snd bad only beard
the click of the trigger. Buckley, said, that for his part, he prodneed
two witnesses, as bad aleo been arranged, who swore that he had
been in their company at the housa to which he had eacaped after
hisattempt was made. The consequence was tbat this man who in
the brosd daylight had sttempted to murder & man who knew bim
perfectly well, nod could awear without faltering to bis identity,
was only bound over to kesp the peaze. And it may be eapecialiy
romarked that the atterapt had been made by a known Fenian and
an nasocinte of Land Leagners on & man who stood well with the
police, and was at the timenader their protection. Bir James Harnen
indeed, expressed himself puzzled s to how Buckley bad been so dealt
with. Anetber curionscircumatance ahout this bold attempt was thatit
was in atriklng contrast with mnotber mttempt at murder in which
Buckley stated that he had besn engagwd, and when he had gone
with & body of men at night wearing over his clothes & whita shirt
and with bis face blackened. If Sir Charles Russell asked him
whether there had been any cullusien batween him and Roche, the
queehion, under the circamstances, ssems natura] enough, 8{r Charles,
naverthelens, hardly expected an anaw 't ia the afirmative, Nor is
it to be supposed that Buckley wasan unsophisticated young crucntry-
man who might rationslly be excosed for talking in & contrad.ctory
sort of a manmer, aod for acting at random. Hae had, on the con-
trary, bad some very knowing experiences. On one occasion, for
sxample, and belore he made the attempt on Roche's life, he bad

— ”
taken part with that individual in some doubiul transaction relating to
a field, concerniog which there was a dispete batween Roche and a
man namad RByle, and which Bockley was employed in watching Lor

Ryle. He had agsin a few years afterwardson visiting London com-
mitted an assault on a policeman in rather a peculiar manper. He
was told by some Irish people in Marylebone that he was taken for
an Irish detective, and that his life was consecquently in danger. He,
therelore, attacked a policeman and knocked him dewn, just to give
a proof that there was oo trath in the rumour. And for this ha was
seat to Holloway gaol. He had, besides, previously been in gaol for
aa assanlt of & somawhat similar kind, and, eithar before or after-
wards, was sent there for drunkenness, Sir Charles Rumell, moreover,
asked seversl questions that showed a great many evil reports were
in ciroulstion concerning the witness—although, as a matter of
ecurse, he denied their trath, As to the money which Buckley had
been promised ont of the fundw of the League for shooting Boche, on
applying to themen who had promised it to bim he waa givea fifty shil-
lings with the sssurance that the treasurer of the League had uo more
ic band, Oa remonstrating, however, he was given a lettar to the
President of the League who went round with him for the purpose of
making & collection, so that encugh might be subseribed to take him
to America, But & few additional shillings ooly were the result,
Considering, meantime, that Buckley had been merely bouad over to
keep the posoe for a year, and that there was oo further danger of il
consequences from the attempt made by bim, it is difficalt to see the
wisdom of hie risking the publicity likely to arise’in this way, or why,
in fact he wanted to go to America at all. 11 is also difficult tounder-
stand how ihe League which had placed themselves1a bis power wonld
ventcre to keer him against his will in the coantry, where be might
be considered likely, in revengs, to turn informer. But for a murder
committed ia the brosd day-light on a public road close to a police
barrack, ani on the prson of 2 man under the pro ection of the police
a8 Boche was at the time ;—committed moresver with a revolver
kept loaded in s damp ditch and not previously ‘examiuved by a man
underatanding the care of firemrms, & revolver besides oot one of
whose barrels would go off, fifty ahillings was probably a sufficient
price if not ponitively a generous one. Had the mazistrates not had
some suspicion nf Boche's hoaesty they would certatnly never have
let Backley off so easily, for the oa'h of any witness be, a koown
Fenisn and ia iotimate relation with Laid Leaguers, could bring
forward wonld not have stool for one mimunt against that of the

man expelled from the Lind Leazue and under palice prolection.
Buckley’s explanation, again, as Lo the magistratss distruating Boche
becanse hespoke of hearing a bullet whiz past his ear without saecing

smoke or hearing & shot, waa not sufficient to aczount for the Janiency
sbown, A man 80 attacked must necessarily be excused for show ng
some confgsion—and would have been so excus:d by magistrates
favourable towards him as without stronger reasocns the benech must
have baen, As exposed theref re by his cross-examinatioa alone,

Buckley was evidently & wholly untrustworthy witness, The cable,

nevertbeless, conveyed to ita readers the impression that the evidenoe
had been unexceptionable, and that ha bad been conclusively proved
& bravo hired by the League to commit murder and helpel by it in

eacaping from the penalty of his attempt. Bo much, in this instance
aleo, for the cable's hoaeaty,

A HOPEFOL sign of the timaa ia the perception that

HOFPRFUL begins to be shown even in Tory quarters that the
PERCEPTIONS, interests of the empire ara not altogether bound up
with the determination to preserve the (xisting

condition of things between Great Britain and Ireland, Mr. Green-
wood, for example, the late editor of the 8¢, James's Gasetie, a Tory
of the Tories, who contributes an article on the prospects of Leace to
one of the reviews, lets it be plainly seen that such is the case. Mr,
Greenwood is not over confident as to what the immediate fatuie
msy bring forth. He bas noadmiration for the Emperor of Germany,
and ie of the opinion that his Majesty’s 1ate tour of visite waos ratber
mischievous tusn otherwise ia its effects, He, however, gives some
particulars of an allisnee éome time ago proposed to Lord Ha isbury,
which, be says, must have preserved the peace for an indefi:ite
number of years, and made u Enropean war impossible. Tae alliauca
was that of Engiund with Germany, Austria, and Itaiy, on certain
conditiona, Your fleet, it was said, is only evflicient for your own needs,
You have your boundless seaboard, and your commerce to protect,



