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AT HOME AND ABROAD.
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takenpart withthat individualinsomedoubfnl transactionrelating to
a field,concerning which there wasa disputebetween Roche and a
mannamedRyle, and whichBackley wasemployedin watching tar
Ryle. He hadagaina fewyearsafterwardsonvisiting Londoncom-
mittedan assault on a policeman in rathera peculiarmanner. He
wastold by some Irishpeople inMarylebone that he was takenfor
anIrishdetective, and thathis life wasconsequently in danger. He,
therefore, attackedapoliceman andknocked him dewn, just togive
a proof that there wasno truthin the rumour. And for this he was
Bent to Holloway gaol. He had, besides,previously beenin gaol for
an assault of a somewhat similar kind, and, either before or after-
wards,wassent therefor drunkenness. SirCharlesRussell,moreover,
asked seversl questions that showeda great many evil reportswere
in circulation concerning the witness

—
although, as a matter of

coarse,be denied their troth. As to the money which Buckley had
been promisedout of the funds of theLeague for shooting Roche, on
applyingto themen whohadpromisedit to himhe wasgivenfifty shil-
lings with the assurance thatthe treasurerof tbe League hadno more
inhand. On remonstrating, however, he waa given a letter to the
President of tbeLeague whowentronod withhim for tbepurposeof
makingacollection, so thatenoughmight be subscribed to takehim
to America. But a few additional shillings only were the result.
Considering, meantime, that Buckley had been merelybound over to
keep thepeace for a year,and that there was no farther dangerof ill
consequences from theattempt made by him,itis difficult to seethe
wisdomof bis risking thepublicity likely toarise'in this way,or why,
in fact he wanted togo to America at all. Itisalsodifficult tounder-
stand howtheLeague whichhadplaced themselves inbispower would
ventureto keep him against his will in the country, where he mi^ht
be considered likely,in revenge, to turn informer. But for a murder
committed in the broad day-light on a public road close to a police
barrack,ani on tbeperson of a m\nunder thepro ection of the police
as Roche wu at the time ;

—
committed moreaver with a revolver

kept loadedina dampditch andnot previously [examined by a mm
understanding the care of firearms, a revolver besides not one of
whosebarrels wouldgo off, fifty shillings was probably a sufficient
priceifnotpositively a generous one. Had the magistrates not bad
somesuspicionof Roche's hoaesty they would certainly never have
let Backley off so easily, for the oa'h of any witness he, a known
Fenian and in intimaterelation withLaid Leaguers, could bring
forward wouldnot have stood for one m>ment agairut that of tbe
man expelled from the Ltnd League and under police protection.
Buckley's explanation,again, as to themagistrates distrusting Roche
because he spokeof bearing abullet whiz past his ear without sseiag
smoke or hearing ashot, wasnot sufficient to account for the leniency
shown. A manso attackedmust necessarily ba excused for show ng
some confusion

—
and would have been so excused by magistrates

favourable towards him as without stronger reasoas the beach must
have been. As exposed theref <ra by his cross-examiaatioa alone,
Buokley wasevidently a wholly untrustworthy witness. The cable.
nevertheless,conveyed to its readers the impression that tbeevidenoe
hart been unexceptionable,and thathe hadbeen conclusively proved
abravo hiredby theLeague tocommit murder and hclpeiby itin
escaping from the penalty of his attempt. So much, in this instance
also, for thecable's honesty.

A hofbfolsign of the times is theperception that
HOPKFUL begins tobe shown even in Tory quarters that the

PERCEPTIONS, interestsof the empire aranot altogether bound up
with the determination to preserve the existing

condition of things between GreatBritain and Ireland. Mr. Green-
wood, for example,tbe late editorof the Si. James's Oanette, a Tory
of the Tories, who contributes anarticle on tbeprospects of (.eace to
oneof thereviews, letsitbe plainly seen that such is the cise. Mr.
Greenwood is not overconfident as to what the immediate futuie
maybring forth. He has noadmirationfor theEmperorof Germany,
andis of theopinionthathis Majesty's late touref visits was rather
mischievous tban othrrwiseinits effects. He, however, givus pome
particularsof an alliance some time ago proposed toLord Sa nbury,
which, he says, must have preserved the peace for an indtflute
number of years,andmade k Europeanwar impossible. The alliance
wm thatof Englund with Germany, Austria, and Italy, on certain
conditions. Your fleet,it wassaid, isonlysufficientfor yourownneeds.
Youhave yeurboundless seaboard, and your commerce to protect,

Th« following message relatire to the Parnell
TillaoNBSTT OF Commission,wureceived inDunedinon December

TH« cablb. 14, at 9. 30 p.m :— "A Fenian named Buckle, gave
evidence before the Commission to-day. He de-

poMd thathe hadbeen ordered toshoot anexpelledLand Leaguer,
Bocht, bjname. Theattempt failed, and the League gavehim 60s
to facilitate hia Moap* to America." This mewage conveys to its
naden,as no doubtit was intended thatit abonld, theimpression
that this Fenian,(Backleynot Buckle) vua reliable witness,and
thathis evidence had been conclusive. We have now,however,be-
foreus the report given by the Timetof thisman's examinationand
cross-examination, and we see the matter in asomewhat different
light. Buckleystated that inNovember1880, he had been sworn in
asa member of theFenian Brotherhood,at Causeway inKerry, and
thatsubsequently he had attended ameeting of the Association at
the Land League rooms in the village, admitting afterwards, on
"rosi-exaraination,that the roomwas the only publicroom there, and
thatithad beenused indifferently aiLand Leagua room,band room,
andFenian room. His attackupon Roche wasmade,according tohis
statement,asfollows :Roche wasa neighbourof his, livedinfact, in a
homeadjoininghis,and wasnotonbad termswith him, although they
werevery cool. He agreed, neverthelsss, to shoothim on the pro-
posalof the Land League, to whom he was obnoiijuaonaccount of
information he bad given to the police, aad by whom he hadbeen
expelled. Backley, as he alleged, was promised that if he would
■hoot Uoche, he would getcosts to America from the funds of the
League. Heundertook the job, therefore, and this is how he set
"bout it. He had, he said, beengiven a revolver, with which be was
told topractise,and with whica he didpractise at a stoneabout the
size of a man's head. But previous to hia attempt on Roche, and
although from having been in the militia he was well acquainted
with the proper use of fire-arms, he hid this revolver,ready loaded.io a ditch, for fear it might be discovered by the police in his
possession. Armed w.th this revolver, unexamined from the damp
ditch, one evening in June, at half past seven o'clock, when it was
broadday lifeht, he met Roche ona road at about fiveor six hundred
vardifrom the policebarrack.and whenhis head wa* turnedawaytook
aim at him andpuled the trigger, but without effect, as the pistol
missed fire. Roche heard the click,and turning round askedBuckley
togoiand helphim at some job a little way off. Buckley, however,
seizedhimby thecollar of his;coat,and triei to fire the three or four
otherbarrels at him,each in turn missing. He thenran away,as it
bad beenarranged, to ahouse in the village,and Roche went and
told tbe police. In the trial that followed in due course, Roche
stateJ that he had seen neither smoke nor fire, andhadonly heard
the click of the trigger. Buckley,said, that for his part, he prodnced
two witnesses, as had also been arranged, who swore that he had
been ia their company at the housa to which he had escapedafter
hisattempt was made. The consequence wss tbat this man who in
the broaddaylight had attempted to murder a man who knewhim
perfectly well, and could swear without faltering to his identity,
was only boundover to keap the peace. And it may be especially
remarked that the attempt had been made by a known Fenianand
anassociate of Land Leagners on a man whostood well with the
police,and wasat the timeunder their protection. Sir JamesHannenindeed,expressedhimselfpuzzledas tohow Buckley hadbeen so dealt
with. Anothercuriouscircumstanceabout this bold attemptwas thatit
was in striking contrast with another attempt at murder in which
Buckley stated that he had been engaged, and when he had gone
with abody of men atnight wearing;over his olothes a whiteshirt
and with bis face blackened. If Sir Charles Russell asked him
whether there had been any collusionbatweenhim and Roche, the
foestion,under the circumstances,seemsnatural enough. Sir Charles,
nevertheless, hardly expectedan answr in the affirmative. Nor is
it tobe supposedthat Buckley wasan unsophisticatedyoungcountry-
man whomight rationally be excused for talking ina contrad.ctory
sort of a manaer, and for acting at random. He had,on the con-
trary, had some very knowing experiences. On one occasion, for
example,and before he made the attempt on Roche's life, he had


