
on the Ponsonby estate, he threw up his poat and declared that hewould go into the workhouse with his children rather thandisgracehimself by doingdirty work for the land thieves. We are glad tolearn that thePonsonby tenants are resolved that Wallace and hisfamily shall not starve.
Itis now an open secret thatMr.Ponsonby bitterly complainsofthe ill-treatment he is receiving from the Land Corporation. Mr.Smith-Barry and his confreres haveleft him completely in the lurch.Itis estimated that Mr. Ponsonby has lost £14,000 by hia sillyconduct. He seeshis error,and itis said is inclined tocome to termswithhis tenants;but theLandCorporation have him ina tight placeand willnot let their victim go so easily. There is a Coercion Actwhich iiueually put in force against those who seek to induce orcompel aman not todo whathe h-s a legal right todo,butthis pieceof legislation wasnever intended for such magnates as those ot theLand Corporation, less theremight besomee«capefor Mr. Ponsonby
The trial of the Belfast swindlers in Wicklow has terminated.Itaresult isashocking scinial. Theculprits were duly foundguilty—there wasno other conclusionpossible— but inawarding the punish-ment for their wholesale fraud and robbery the judge cappedallhisprevious performancesas a cynically partial magiwtrate. Sentencesof six months and nine months' imprisonment only were imposed,while oneof them who had turned Queen's evidence— tbe greatestrogue perhapsof the lot— Mr. Chesnutce Smyth— is freed from the

prosecution whichhad been institute! agaiast him and allowed out,without condition or fetter, to utilise his wits again upon a gulliblepublic. The scandal is too much even for those who hithertohaveregardedJudge O'Brien asa splendid pillar of the State. His judg-
ment isdenounced inscathing termsby theDaily Express,asofferingapremium on fraudand swindling, andas nothing moreor less thana judicial farce.

It would be hard to parallel for pitiful vindictiveness theactionof the "loyalists" of the Dublin Church Synod in oustingProfessor Galbraith from thepositionof secretary, whichhehai filledfor somany years. Talk of boycotting!Talk of crueltyI We defy
anyone to producea specimen of ill-conditioned rancour to matchthis achievement of these high-placed Christian men. Whatevermay be alleged about the sins of our ignorant countrymen defendingthemselves how they canagainst oppression,the indescribable mean-nessand ingratitude of such a transaction as this have never been
laidto their charge. The Rev. Mr.Galbraithhas for fourteen yearsgivenhisservices as secretary to the Dublin Church Synod, and dis-charged the duties of the office with that dignity andstrictness whichendear him even to opponents. But the exemplars of Christiancharity who lay down the law of the Protestant Church every yearin theDublin Synod resolved to make a victim of the Rev. Mr. Gal-bra'th for his political opinions. Nationalists aresometimes abusedfor bringing politics into municipal corporationsandPoor-law boards.
The spleen of Coercionist divinesis such that it impels them even tobringpolitics into a church synod. Not even the rebuke of Arch-bishop Plunketshamed them from their disgraceful purpose. Mr.Galbraith sat in the secretary's seat. The business of the Synod wasabout to begin, when CannonMarable, holy man,roseup and spruoga resolution appointing another clergyman secretary. Dr.Stubbs atonce proposed an amendment retaining Mr. Galbraitb, which theArchdeaconof Dublin seconded, and the Archoishopvotea for. Burthe Pharisees and Coercion ists were too strong to bethus baulked oftheir vengeance. They carrie 1 the day ani Mr. Galbraith, tull ofpatbeticdignity under the insult, rose from the secretary'sseat, whichhe had occupied for fourteenyears,and took his place inthe body ofthehall. The Archbishop did his best to mark his sense of thisshameful incdent, but the disgrace to the Church Synod will noteasily be wipedaway,and if theHome Rule propagandists in Eng-
land don't makeexcellent use ( f it we shall be very much mistaken.We wonder it Canon Marable's congregation won't remember it tohim the next lime be preaches on Christian charity.

The annual meeting of the Protestant Home Rule Associationon Thursday, Ociober 25, was the nmst successful heid yet, andno-
thing couldhave beenmore enthusi stic andimposing than the public
meeting afterwards in the Ancient Concert Room?. There was asplendidplatformof distinguished Protestant Nationalists, over whompresided with his accustomed spun, geniality,and dignity, the nobleold veteran, Professor Galbraith, whom the Coeivionists of theDublinProtestantSynodhave justbeenmakiogdearer thanever totheNationalheartby theirmiserable boycottingMe srs. Pierce Mahony,Dixon, Pin-kerton,andSwifteM'Neill, furnisheda contingent from theProtests sof the Irish Parliamentary Party. Mr. Picton. M.P.,who, with MrStephenson,M.P., has been down on the Glensharold e3taie commit-ting the same con'emptof Judge Boyda9Mr. Mahony, was a goodrepresentative of English Liberalism. Of Course, tbe indefatigable
and devotedsecretary of the Association, Mr. Oldham, to whom alion's share of the crsdit for the day s success was due, was to thefore. If there was one thing wanting to complete a demonstration
unique and inapiiitir.g in every respect, it was supplied when theseProtestant Home Rulers, concluded their meeting by chanting inamighty choius, "God save Ireland." Could therebe a morestrikingsign of the way a noble patriotism drawß and fused together thedividedelements of a nation in a commonsympathy than this ?

It would be impossible to appreciate too warmly the servicesdone by this invaluable arm of our National forces. The members oftbe Protestant Home Rule Association have to endure and sacrificemany things in daring todeclare let alone to act upon their Nationalsympathies— of which the expulsionof Professor Galbraith from theSecretaryship of the Dublin Synod cornea to their Cacholic fellow-
conntrymeu as a timely reminder. They have io put up with thesneers, the social osiracism,ihe boycotting of their own class, oftenof their own families— things not easy to bear ashumannature goes.
As with all our people the service of the cause is with them no path
of roses. It is therefore an omen of brightest promise to see thisassociation not only strivingon, but increasing instrength, numbers,
and efficiency at every meeting. It is even opening new fields ofwork. The Association is now aboutpublishing a series of leafletsaddressed to their fellow-Protestantsof the North,reminding themof

(Concluded.)
ON UNIFORMITY OF DISCIPLINE.

173. The following decrees are published by the Fathers of the
Plenary Council, who were unanimously of opinion that tba
interests of religion would be greatly advanced,if,as far as possible,
uniform discipline should prevailthroughout the entire Australasian
Church. Pastors are to see thatall ecclesiasticalbuildingsbelonging
to their missions, namely, churches,schools,convents,and the like,be
insured against fireinsomeinsurance companyapprovedby theBishop
in writing. If the buildings are parish property, the insurancepolicy
is to be met byparish collections.

174. As it is very desirable that the devotion of the FortyHoot*
should spread in this country, and as the people without great
inconvenience cannot assemble in the churches at night, we will
petition the Holy See to graciously extend the usual fadulgenc**
although from necessity the expositionwould be interruptedduring*
the night (a privilege already enjoyed by some diooeses in
Ireland and in theUnited states);moreover,that during exposition,
and failing theusual number of priests,Mass, in which ioceniecould
be used, might be sang without the assistance of deacon or sub-
deacon.

175. We decree that in future, where circumstances permit,
marriagesbe celebrated inaccordance with the law of theChurch In
the morning, and thenuptial blessing, asfound inthe Roman Missal
and Ritual, be given within the Mass.

176. If after a mixed marriage the non-Catholic party be con-
verted to the faith, there is nothing toprevent thepriest from giving
the nuptial blessing, should the parties so desire.

177. When thebride andbridegroombelong todifferentdistricts,
a laudable custom prevailsin thiscountry of celebrating themarriage
in the district where the bride resides. However, in this cane the
bridegroom must bring aletter fromhis pastor testifyingthatheis free
to contractmarriage.

178. Should personspresent themselvesbeforea priestof another
district for the purpose of getting married, we prohibit suoh
priest from assisting at the marriage withouthaving first obtained
the leave of the lawful pastor, [unless there might be danger ia
delay.

182. The Fathers decree that, as soon as possible, the same
catechism be taught in all the dioceses of Australasia,and thatmean-
wbi'e the catechism maybe used which was lately recommended by
the Irich.bishops for the whole Church of Ireland.

183. Since it is very much to be desired that the 6ame Ordo
for reciting the Divine Office should he followed by all secular
pries's throughout the entire Australasian Church, the bishops
assembled in Plenary Council haveagreed to adopt in their resped-
ttve dioceses, the Catholic Directory published by the authority
of his Eminence the Cardinal Archbishop of Sydney, privileges
peculiar to each diocese remaining intact. They consider the
Holy See shouldbenquestedto extend the feasts of the principal
Irish and English saints to the Australasian Church, The^e feast*
are :

—
St. Fursey, Abb;St. FintaD, Abb.; St. Cataldus, Bhp.; Bt.

Frigidian Bhp.; St. Rupert, Bbp.; St. Comgal, Ab.; St. Dympna,
Virgin and Martyr; St. Columba,Ab.; St. Rumold, Mart.; St. Kilian,
Mart.; SK Fiacre, Confess.; St. Canice, Ab.; St. Gall,Ab; St.Frido-
linus, Ab.; St. Malachy, Bhp.; St. Livinus, Mart.; St. Lawrence
OToole,Bbp.; St.Columbanua, Ab.; St.Virgilius, Bhp.; St.Brendan,
Abb.; St. Bridgid,Virgin.; St. Ita,Virgin.

Moreover, they consider the Holy Father thould be petitioned
toraise the Feist of St.Patrick, Apostle of Ireland,to a double of the
first class for the whole Australasian Church. They ordain that this
feast be celebrated with special honour and devotion.

184. Availing of this opportunity we determine to petition the
Holy See toenrol on the Calendar of the Saints the Irish Martyrs
who shed a lustre on their faith and country.

185. The Fathersof thePlenary Council unanimously agreed that
if the beautiful devotion of the Forty Hours could be celebrated in
some place throughout all Australasia everyday during the coarseof
the year,the interests of religion would be greatly promoted. For
this purpose they also agree that toeach diocese a certain number of
churches shouldbeassigned,in which the FortyHours' devotionmight
be celebrated on fixed dates.

186. Itis earnestly io be desired that missions be frequently
preached, as the faithful derive great spiritual profit from them;
and every year before the PaEchal time terminates, let the
priest in charge of a district not fail to call in the assistance
of a priest from another district to hear the confessions of hit
people.

187. Priests are prohibited from introducing anythingnew,or
using the vernacular tongue in the celebration of Mass or inother
Liturgical functions.

188. Itis an established custcm in this country at the begin-
ning of Mass, toread the Acts of Faith, Hope,and Charity, and the
prayer before Mass. We consider these prayers mo&t suitable
to dispose the faithful toassistat the holy sacrifice of the Mass with
proper devotion and reverence. But, wedecree that the form to be
used in reciting these prayers is the one found in the approved
catechism.

189. These prayersare recitedby the priestbefore the Parochial
Mass on all Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation.
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the fact,on which Mr. Gladstone inhis letter laid stress, that their
forefather! were the most strenuous of Nationalists inanother crisis
ia theircountry's history, and appealing to them to lay aside the
spirit of bigotry and make common canse with their countrymen.
This in a far more favourable time for each an appeal than when
John Mitchel addressedthe NorthernProtestants toa similar purpose
in what was perhaps the most powerful series of articles that issued
from his pen.

DECREES OF THE SYNOD OF SYDNEY.
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