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onthe Ponsonby estate, he threw up his post and declared that he
would pgo into the workhouss with his children rather than disgrace
himee!f by doing dirty work for the land thieves. We are glad to
learn that the Ponsonby tenants are resolved that Wallace and his
family shall not starve.

It is now ao open secret that Mr, Ponsonby bitterly complains of
the ill-treatment he 18 receiving from the Land Gorporation, Mr.
Smith-Barry and his confreres have left him completely in the lurch.
It is eatimated that Mr, Ponsonby has lost £14,000 by his silly
conduct, He sees hia error, and itis said is ineliped to coma to terms
with his tenants ; but the Land Corporation have him in a tight place,
and will not let their victim go 8o easily. There is a Coercion Act
which ia weually put in force against those who seek to indnce or
compel 8 man oot to do what he hsa legal right to do, but this pieze
of legislation was never intended for auch magnates as those ot the
Laad Corporation, less thare might besome escape for Mr. Ponscaby,

The trial of the Belfast swindlers in Wicklow has terminated,
Ite result is a shocking scandal. The culprits were duly found guilty
—there wasng otber conclosion possible —but in awarding the punish-
ment for their wholesale frand and robbery the judge capped sll his
previous performances as a cynically partial magistrate. Bentences
of 8ix months and nine months’ imprisonment only were imposed,
while one of them who bad turoed Queen's evidence—tha greatest
rogue perbaps of the lot—Mr, Chesnutte Smyth—is freed from the
prosecution which had been institated agaiast him and allowed out,
withont eondition or fetter, to utilise his wits again upon a gullible
poblie. The seandal 18 too much even for those who hitherto have
regarded Judge O'Brien asa eplendid pillar of the State. His judg-
ment 18 denounced in scathing terms by the Daily Hopress, asoffering
apremium on fraud and swindling, and aa nothing more or less than
& Judicial farce.

It would be hard to parallel for pitiful vindictiveness the
action of the * loyalists ' of the Dublin Church Bynod in ousting
Professor Galbraith from the position of sccretary, which he had fillad
for so many years. Talk of boycotting | Talk of eroelty | We defy
anyona to produce 4 dpecimen of ill-conditioned rancour to match
this achievement of these high.placed Christian men., Whatever
may be alleged about the sina of our ignorant countrymen defending
themselves how they can against oppression, the indescribable mean-
ness and ingratitnde of such a transsction as this have never been
Iaid to their charge, The Rev, Mr, Galbraith has for fourteen years
given his services as secretary to the Dublin Church Synod, and dis-
charged the duties of the office with that dignity aad strictness which
endear him even to opponents, But the exsmplars of Christian
charity who lay down the law of the Protestant Chureh every Yyesr
in the Dublin Bynod resolved to make a victim of the Rev. Mr, Gal-
braith for his political opinions. Nationalists are sometimes sbused
for bringing politics iate municipal corporatiors and Poor-law boards.
The spleen of Coercionist divines is sueh that it impels them even to
bring politics into a church synod, Not cven tite rebuke of Arch-
hishop Plunket shamed them from their disgraceful purposs, Mr,
Galbraith sat in the secretary's szat. The business of the Hynod was
abont to begin, when CannonMarable, holy man, rose up and sprung
& resclution appointing ancther clergyman secretary. Dr, Stobbs at
once proposed an amendment retaming Mr, Galbraith, which the
Archdeacon of Dublin seconded, and the Archoishop votea for, Bar
the Pharisecs and Coercienists were too strang 10 be thus banlked of
their veogeance. They carriel the day anl Mr, Galbraith, full of
patbetic dignity under the ineult, rose from the secretary’s seat, which
he had occupied for fourteca years, and took bis place 1n the body of
the hall. The Archbisbop did his best to mark s sense of this
shameful inc.dent, but the disgrace to the Church synod will not
eagily be wiped away, and if the Home Rale propagandists in Eng-
land don't make excellent use « f it we shall be very much mistaken.
We wonder 1t Canen Marable's congregation won't remember it 1o
him the next time be preaches oo Christian charity.

The snnual meeting of the Protestant Home Rule Assnciation
on Thursday, October 25, wag the most successful heid yet, and no-
thing could have been more enthusi stic and imporing than the public
meeting afterwards in the Ancient Concert Rooms. There was a
gplendid platform of dislisguished Protestant Nationalists, over whom
presided with Lis aceustomed spirit, geniality, and dignity, the noble
old vcteran, Professor Gaibraith, whom the Coer.ionists of the Dublin
ProtestantBynod bave just been making dearer than ever tothe Nationa]
heart by theic miserable boycotting, Ve srs, Pierce Mahony, Dizon, Pin-
kerton, and Swifte M’Neill, furnighed acontiogent from the Droteatsn's
ol the Irish Parliawentary Party. Mr, Picion, M. P., who, with Mr.
Stephenson, M.P, has been down on the Glensharold citate commit.
ting the same contempt of Judge Boyd a3 Mr. Mahony, was a good
representative of Koglish Liberalism, Of Course, the indefatipgable
and devotcd secretary of the Association, Mr, Oldbam, to whom a
lion'a share of the crsdiv for the day s success was due, was to the
fore. i there was one thing wanting to complete a demonstration
anique and inspititing in every respect, it was supplicd when these
Protestant Home Ralers, concluded their meeting by chanting ina
mighty chorue, ¥ (tod save Iretand,” C(ould there be a more striking
sign of the way a noble patriotism draws and fases together the
dividea elements of a nation in a common sympathy thae this ?

1t wonld be impossible to eppreciate too warmiy the services
doue by this invaluable arm of our National forces. The members ¢f
the Protestant Home Rule Association bave to endare and sacrifics
meny things in daring to declare let alone to act upon their Nalional
eympathies—of which the expulsion of Professor Galbraith from the
Seeretaryehip of the Dublin Bynod comes to their Cacholic fellow-
countrymen =8 a timely reminder. They have 10 put up with the
sneers, the social osiracism, the boyeotting of their own class, often
of their own families—things not easy to bear as human natore goes,
As with all our people the tervice of the cause ia with them no path
of roses, It is therefore an omen of brightest promise to see this
agdociation not cnly striving on, but increasing in strength, numbers,
and efficiency at every mueeting. Iti1s even opening new fielda of
work. The Assucialion is now about publishing a series of leafiets
addressed totheir fellow-Protestants of the North, reminding them of

the fact, on which Mr. Gladstone in his letter laid stress, that thele
forefatbers were the moat strenuons of Nationalists in another crisis
in their country's history, and appealing to them to lay aside the
spirit of bigotry and make common cange with their countrymen.
This i* a far more favourable time for such an appeal than when
Jokn Mitchel addressed the Northern Protestants to a eimilar purpose
in what was perhaps the moat powerful series of articles that issued
from his pen,
—————————

DECREES OF THE BYNOD OF SYDNEY,
R
( Concluded.)
ON UNIFORMITY OF DIBCIPLINE,

173. THE following decrees arc published by the Fathers of the
Plenary Council, who were unanimounsly of opinion that the
interests of relipion would be greatly advanced, if, as far as pomible,
uniform discipline ehounld prevail throughont the entire Australasian
Church. Pastors are to see that all ecclesiastical buildings belonging
to 1heir missions, namely, churches, schools, convents, and the like, bo
insured against fire in some insurance cumpany approved by the Bigshop
in writing, If tae buildinge are parish property,the insurance policy
is to be met by parish collections.

174, As it is very desirable that the devotion of the Forty Hours
should spread in this country, and as the peopla without great
inconvenience cannot assemble in the churchea at night, we will
petition the Holy See to graciously extend the usual Induigenoss
althoogh from necessity the exposition would be interrupted during’
the might (a privilege already enjoyed by some dioceses in
Ireland and 1n the United states) ; moreover, that during exposition,
and failing the usnal oumber of priests, Mass, in which incense could
be used, might be sung without the assistance of deacon or sch-
deacon,

175, Wa decree that in future, where circumstances permit,
marrisges be celebrated in accordance with the law of the Ohureh in
the morning, and the nuptial blessing, as found in the Roman Migsal
and Ritual, be given withio the Mass.

176, If after a mized marriage the non-Catholie party be con-
verted to the faith, there is nothing to prevent the priest from giving
the puptial blessing, should Lhe partivs so deeire.

177. When the bride and bridegroom belong to different districts,
a landable custom prevails in this country of celebrating the marrisge
in the district where the bride resides, However, in thia case the
bridegroom must bring a letter from his pagtor testifying that he is free
to contract marriage,

178. Bhould persons present themselves before a priest of another
distriet for the purpose of getting married, we prohibit such
priest from aseisting at the marrisge without having firef obtained
the leave of the lawful pastor, unless there might be danger in
delay.

182. The Fathers decree that, as soon as poesible, the same
catechism be taught in all the dioceses of Australasia, and that mean-
whils the catechiam may be nsed which was Iakely recommended by
tbe Irirh bishops for the whole Church of Ireland.

183, Bince it is very much to be desired that the same Ordo
for reciting the Divine Office should be followed by all secuiar
priesra throughout the entire Australasian Church, the bishops
assembled in Plenary Council bave agreed to adopt in their resped.
tive dioceses, the Catholic Directory publisbed by the aunthority
of his Emioence tbhe Cardinal Archbishop of Bydney, privileges
peculiar to each diocese remaining intact, They consider the
Haoly See should be requested to extend the fessts of the prineipal
Irish and English saints to the Ausiralasian Church, The.e feasts
Arg l—

3t. Fumsey, Abb; Bt Fiotap, Abb; Bt. Cataldua, Bhp.; St.
Frigidian Bhp.; 8t. Rapert, Bhp.; 8f. Comgal, Ab.; 8t. Dympana,
Virgin and Martyr; 8t. Columba, Ab,; Bt, Remold, Mart.; 8t, Kilian,
Mart.; 5t. Fiacre, Confess,; 8t. Canice, Ab.; 8t. Gall, Ab; Bt, Frido-
linus, Ab.; St. Malachy, Bbp,; 8t. Livinus, Mart.; 8t. Lawrsnce
(’ [oole, Bhp.; 8t. Columbanus, Ab.; Bt. Virgilive, Bhp.; Bt. Brendan,
Abb.; bt, Bridgid, Virgin.; 8t. Ita, Virgin,

Moreaver, they consider the Holy Father thould be petitioned
to raise the Feist of 8t. Patrick, Apostle of Ireiand, to a doubie of tha
firat clasg for the whole Australastan Church. They ordain that this
feast be celebrated with special honour and devotion,

184, Availing of this opportunity we determine to petition the
Holy Bee to enrol on the Calendar of the Bainis the Irish Martyra
who sbed a lustre on their faith and country.

186, The Fathersof the Plenary Connecil unanimously agreed that
if the beautiful devotion of the Forty Hours could be celebrated in
some place throughout all Australasia every day during the course of
the year, the interests of religion would be greatly promoted, For
thia purpose they also agree that to each diocese a certain nnmber of
charches should be assigned, in which the Forty Hours’ devotion might
be celebrated on fixed dates,

186, It is earnestly 1o be desired tbat missicna be frequentiy
preached, as the faithful derive great spiritual profit from them ;
and every year before the Paecha!l time terminates, let the
priest in charge of a district not fail to call in the assistance
of a prieat from another district fo hear the confessions of his

eople.

P p187'. Priests are prohibited from introducing anything new, or
using the wernacular tongne in the celebration of Mass or in other
Liturgical fonctions.

188, It is an established custcm in this conntry at the begin-
nigg of Masgs, to rend the Acts of Faith, Hope, and Charity, and the
prayer before Mass, We cousider these prayers most suitable
to dispose the faithful to assist at the holy sacrifice of the Mass with
proper devotion and revereuce. But, we decrce that the form to be
used i reciting these prayeras is the ope found in the approved
catectrism.

189. These prayers ara recited by the priest before the Parcchal
Mase on all Bundays and Holy Daye of Obligatian,



