
During the weekvisitors were afforded many meansof getting
ridof any spare cashsaved from thetotalisator. Anamateur dramatic
club produced "

The S'eeplechase
"

at the Theatre Royal in aid of
the SoathCanterbury Hunt Club, thoughIcannot understand why
a club possessing amongst its memberH someof the <vealtbiest people
of tbo community shouldhave to appeal to the plebeian public for
support.

Another gentle speciesof entertainment was a price fight. It is
remarkable to observe how gullible the cute British public are in
instances of this sort, Two men agree to pummel each other for a
certain sum, thepublic being invited to attend. Asmall donationis,
of course, charged at the door. The spielers back their manheavily,evenwhen toall appearances he is beaten. His opponent (who is to
Jose), seeing no prospect of being beaten ''fairly," embraces tbe
individual who Dossetsjs the confidence of the spielers, and while in
this positionpummels away to his heart's content. The referee cries"foul," theblows are continued,and on the strength of this the fight
is given to the beaten man, who,by some singular luck, is thaman
on whom the knowing ones had their money. This happen* to-day,
andis successfully repeated tc-morrow, the losers in all cases being
the cute British public, and the gainers the blacklegsand spielers who
follow up these disgusting exhibitions.

Anenter'ainment in snd of Saint Patrick's Brass Bind washeld
onThursdayevening,November 8. A heavy rain tell during the day,
but this did not seem to affect theat) c ldancein any way,as when the
furtain rose after the overture theperformers were gteeted bya well-
filled home. The Hibernian Amateur Minstrel Tioupe opened the
business with a choris,

"
Climbing up the Golden Stairs," and in this,

as well as in the other items reudertd by Ihe minstrels, they had to
respondtoenthusiastic tncortp. Ihe songs were

-
n every instanci

capitally rendered, the bye-play oE tne corner men,Messrs. Callou and
Carey, considerably provoking therisible tendencies ot the audience.
The conundrums and jokes which included several local hita literally
brought down the house. When the curtain dropped the audteoci
proved their appreciationol the efforts of the minstrels, by insisting
on having anoiher look at their tlack faces. The second pait ot the
entertainment consisted of vocal and ins'rumental items, aud was
commenced witha nesjroeccentricity entitled "The Kitchen Band

"
by members of the troupe. The baud was in charge of Mr. Head
whomade his men stnko attitudes that would puzzle mauy a mure
expeiienced military commander. Miss Beattie fctevensou next
rendered the song'- We'll all goa-hunting to-day,"incharacttr. This
littlelady is a greatiavounteand justly earned the encoreshe received.
ilr.Crosbie who was io,capital voice followed with"Erinmy Co'intiy."
In thenext item Miss Conway made her debut to a Timaru audience
by singing "A dream within a dream. This song, which was un-
doubtedly the gem ot the evening,showed Miss Conway 's pure and
powerfulsoprano voice to gro>atadvantage,and evoked loud applause.
As an encore she sweetly saog "Yea or Nay,' with equal success.
Mr. Ryan had to re-ippear in the sailor's hornpipe;as also had
Miss McKenna, afier tastefully rendering "" We'd better bide a wee.'
Of the gentleman singers, Mr. Head certainly carried off the palm
inhis singing "

The old lrg cabin
"

in character. He had to repeatibe lastverse to ODe of the most enthusiastic encores of the evening.Mr J. McGumness sang " True till Death," and
" I'll conquer or die/

inhis best style, and Mr. Callon rendered "" uathermgup ihe shellsfrom the sea shore," with banjo accompaniment, for which he was
loudly encored. Inr ply he gave ihe audience such amedlty ofcomi-
calities that there whs not a serious face in thj room. A song
and dance by Messrs. Ryan arid Carey, entitled "Sweet
Cameua May,1' brought the second part to a happy termination.
Ihe entertainment concluded with thenegro faice "Out of Place,"
m which parts were taken by Messrs. Head,Callou, Curoy, Kmny,
and M^Ktnna. Each peiformur went through his part cmfully andwell, MesbiP. Head andCarey being specially good. Tue absurdi'us
of the farce kept thehouse in roars of laughter aud sent everybody
home iv high bpirits, aud,Ihave nodoubt, with the impression thatthey had more than value for their money. The performance was
repeatedonFiiday eveningand went switnniirgiyfrom start to finish.
A word of praise Udue to Messrs. Carey,Head, andM'Kenna for the
manner in which they worked to make the conc-rt a success, and in
a sptcialmanner toMr.Crewi s, w Ivpresided at tue piano,and whohad
nonnah t«s,k in"coaching" theminbtnls,asmmanycasesIehaUo woikupon the "lawmaterial." 1heoichtstracontufUeUotMessrs.M'Uanby
Jbt violin; Smitt, 2jJ violiu;Haifcb, cornet;aud Crews, piauo,

The Suez Canal Company has ereceJ, at its own expense, a
largehospital at Ismalia. The charge of the hospital will be en-
trusted to the bisters ot Charity, and tbe plateauou which it stands
will be n .mcd the Tabie-'and 11St. Vincent.

A Home dispatchsays the convention with Columbia secures to
the Vatican the protection of Catholicity as the State religion, the
exemptionof iLe clergy from military duty. Tne clergy have tntire
contiol of the governmentschools aud universities.

A well intormed cleigyman lias bten wiiting in the Congregation-
alUt about toe gicitgains ot the Roman Catholic Ctiurch iv Oei-
maaj. German r/rote^tan \-m is unablo tohold its own against the
old Church withus tirmv of zealous and devoted priestsand laymen.
Even iv that siroughol t of frotesta iti&m, Halle, Catholicism ia
gaining. lma is only auothir instance ahowiug tne wonderful
iccii|eiutivii |ower pn.sea-ii-d by the Romau C >tuolic Cturcu,
ti-Jatively it is alwaynHtiougir iv a I'rotestmt country than ia a.
country vsheie v its biipronie.—A. Y. EcangeliM,
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12 years old last birthday, and Cuthbert James, who will be nineyearsold on the sth of nextmonth,Ihope you will not think he istoo young«r Iwould like the bothof thum to bs in from the com-mencement."

wh)very Lttuily £iv thfir service cria'uitimsly. On tbe whole the
concert wos v marked success ami reflects great credit on the
management.

A meetingof theparishioners is to takeplace on next Sunday
after 6econd Mass fir the purpose of deciding the date on which the
children's annual treat will be held. It is to be hoped that a public
holiday will be decidedupon, as it will affordmany of the parents
anopporcunity of oeing present who could uot possibly do so ona
working-day.

A meeting of the Altar Societyjtakes placeon the samed«y at
4 p.m., at whichall members were requestedtoattend.

The collect.on for the School Fuad washeld on Sunday, the 4th,
and continued on the llih inst. The SchoolCommittee meetonTuet-
day evening, when the collectors will receive thenamesof those who
have omitted tosubscribe.

A much-needed day's rain fell on Thursday and has made the
country look fresh and green again. The rain ceased during the night
and the weather now seems to havesettled down fine.

A WANTON CONVICTION.

(Dublin Freeman,Sept. 22.)
MrWilliam Redmond, M. P., was sentenced on Friday to threa
months' imprisonment, and the Removables, generous in their gen-
eration,added that there should Qe nohard labour. We should like
to know if there is acmntry outside Mr. Balfour'a bailiwick where
the two words which Mr Redmond used would be held to constitute
a criminal offence, or where the circumstances underwhich they were
uttered would not be felt toestablish their justification. Ifever there
was an evictioncarried out in wantoadisregard of common justice
and common humanity, it was the short and sharp campaign at
Ooolroe. The tenants were sued for a rackren*. They were driven
into thePlanof Campaign insheer desperation. They adopted every
means to avoideviction,and they made anoffer to the landlord,which
wasnot only sustained by the local clergy, but which, on theday of
the evictions,Mr. Cansidine,theRemovable, publicly declared tobe a
fairoffer andone which thelandlordought tohaveaccepted.Itwasnot
a case of the tenants refusing to pay any lent. It wasa casein which
the tenantsmade every effort in their power to come to an amicable
settlement, and fairlyandhonestly offered thelandlord everysixpence
they couldafford. If they resisted withdesperateandreckless courage
theenforcement of the sheriff's decree,it wasnotuntil they had tried
everyexpedientto coma te a friendly understanding with the land-
lord. It was for crying out to thesemen, whenattack3d by a gang
of evicting janissaries, wrea their houses were beiag tumbled on
their hauls, " bravo, Wexford,'' that Mr. Redmond tms been seat to
herd with tie etimmals of Wexford County Gaol until Christmas
Eve The piosecutiug counsel acknowledged that Mr. Redmond
was labjuring under great excitement at the time,and Mr. Removable
Considineadmitted onoath that Mr.Bedmondaddressedhimself to him
as the personiaauthoritywith the view of having batons rather tuan
bayonets use1against the tenant?, so that there should be uo blood-
shed. A man would require tobe made ofstone to witne^i uninjveU

the Coolroe struggle. What Mr. Redmond did most men who huve
aheart would hivedone. He is himse/f a Wexford man. and com-
ingupon the sceue at Ooo'roe wnen th:unequal struggle was raging
at its fkreebt, when a hmidfal of his countymen, unarmed as they
weiv, drovr: back again aud again bailiffs and police with their
batons and battering-rams, it would iniced havj bjeu surprising if
he haii withheld some wordof piaise. To huld Mr.Rodmoud respon-
sible for tue resistance with which the officers of the law were tuec
is atr»vesiy of jusuce. It wasadmutci in tbe prosecution that he
did not reach tue pUcauntilan hour aud a-half atter the proceed-
ings had begun. He had no more influemc over (hedefenders <»t iLe
houses than nehad over the machinery of tue batteriug-r.im. If by
any s retch of imaginationhe could have b->en regardedaa an active
ageut in the mat c ,asaperson seriously obstructing the police m
the execuliou of tneir duty, would be not have beenpromptly placed
under arrept, or, at le\st, removed from trie scene of disorder ? To
stiout ''Bravo,boys;Iam prouI of you ;give it to them," was a
technical offence;but as regards its effect upon thosj tJ wnom it
waaaddressed, Mr. Redmondmight just as wellhavecalledout'"Mesj-
potauaia' or any other equ .lly password. Mr. Redmond
might haveappealed l.oin the decision ot toe Removables. H« has
i"lee ci, however,to go to jail. It is a resolve characterise of his
pluck. While an appeal might have rasul ci in diminishing hid
punishment— au unlikely contingency now-»-(1<»y8 we admit

—
he has

choseu toabide by theRemovables' decision. Inthis he has furnished
another striking objjci-lesson in the progress cf t&e Coercion Act
in Ireland. Mi. Keumond, a prisoner tor three months, for having
sh-uted his joy at, the guccessful rtrsisiance of two or tnrse menpitted
against an armyof eviccois, isan inactive illustrative bitof Coercion
Act inoperation.

TIMARU.

("Prom our own Correspondent.)
The cattle show and raceshavecome and gone. Thecountry visitors
havedonelikewise, and Timaru is"as jou were." During the carnivalweek crowds of visitors flocked infrom the surrounding districts and
the accommodaiion vendors werehardpressedfor room. The weather
on the first or judge's day of the cattle shewseemed very thiea'eniDg,
but luckily the clerk cf the weatherhadmercy on theholiday-makers,
the second day of the snow being all that could be desired. The
exhibits were quite asnumerous as heretofore, a special shed being
Bet apart for local productions, such as jam-1,jellies,sauces, bacon",
butter, cheese, etc. An improvementcould bo made in having morejudges for the exhibitsmentioned, asitis almost impossible for any-
one to retain akeen senseof tasteand smell after going through the
ordealof tasting such a variety of exhibits, it would be fairer toexhibitors, and judges would be less liable to a subsequertbilious
attack.

The racesmade thingsremarkably lively andsomelively visitors,
in the shapeof about ahundredspielers, who came to

"
do

"
the races,

added inmany instances to the general liveliness.
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