
besides, an additional and constandy improved armament, as well as
a strong reinforcement of sailors. Lord Charles Beresford also
proposes a training fle;t of brigp, by meansof which the heavy masts
and spars encumbering tbemen-of-war might be dispensed with. It
is evident,then, that JohnBull mustpay pretty dear for theprivilege
of importing his food supplies. Ecgland, in short, is perhaps des-
tined tosuffer as severely from the support of an effectivenavy, as
Germany or France suffers from that of a giganticarmy. But just
at present, whatever ber capabilities may still be, her claim to be
actual mistress of theseas seems tobe somewhat doubtful. All that
appears certaia is that the conditions of her n.vy are altered, as we
said— and that decidedly for the worse.

going. Precepts of decency are not observed,tbe standard of pro-
priety is low, the whole moral atmosphereis pestilential. Poverty
initsdirest form haunts come dwellings, ghastly profligacy defiles
others, and this in street after street, alley after alley,cul de sac
after cnl de 6ac, garret after garret, andcellar after cellar. Amid
«uch gross surroundings who can be goodI With this atrocious
miasma continually brooding over them and settling down among
them, whocan rise toanythingbetter. Morally thesepeople arenot
only lost— they are dealand buried." E^enhigh life, then, weBee
ha*been startledfrom itscomposureandbrought faca to face with the
horrors that exist in its neighbourhood. Bat what has all this to say
to the questionof navigation as it i3now carried on? Only so much
that these methods were taken the other day by tbe President of tbe
British Association, inopening the annualmeetingof the Association
atBath, to illustrate the effects of machinery on the civilisation of
the world. "Thj introduction of prime movers," he said, "as a mere
■übsiitute for unintelligent manual labour is in itself a great aid to
civilisationand to the raisingof humai/ny( by rendering it verydiffi-
cult, if not impossible, j|Ahuman IMBr to obtain a livelihood by
unintelligent work

—
the wornof thehorsefm the mill,or of the turn-

spit." Tue President wentkm to take as anillustration the modern
Atlantic liner, quickly propelled by means of engine3of 19,500
horse-power,but which 117,000 men would be needed topropelslowly
by oars,— with 117,000 others in reserve. Itneednot, however, be
■aidthatno'hing of this kind would bepossible. The serious question,
meantime, is as to the degree ia which, if at all, the prime movers
or steam-engines, to which the President generally alluded as pro-
moting civilisation and raising humanity by making it almost im-
possible for unintelligent work to obtain a living, contribute to the
stateof things describedby the Morning Post as existingin London.
That condition of things can only arise from abject poverty the pro-
lific source of vice and the consequence of a want of employment,
sufficient to afford the decent meansrf living. Itis not for us to
contradict so eminent authority as the President oE tne British Asso-
ciation. He gives it as his opinion that machinery by preventing
unintelligent work from earning a livelihood promotes civilisation
and raises humannature. But we see thousandsand tena of thousands
of people,evenin the veryheart of the worthiest, the healthiest, the
most civilised city of the world,as the Morning Post says, whos3
condition is utterly outof joint with civilisation and whosehuman
nature is debase! far below the level of brutality. The question,
therefore, forces itself upon us as tj how they h*V9 come there. Are
they allunintelligent, and, if they werenot so, would they be able to
findwork thatwould provide them with themeaus of earninga decent
livelihood / Or does the B(eim engine, while it promotes the intelli-
gence, limit the numbjr of those to whom it affords employment .'
it is in ihts Wriy thac we have mixjd up the consi Icrmon of too
Whitechapcl murders with that of the navig.Uioj of the Atlantic
Ocean.

Mb. Michael Davitt has caused a commotion by
a rebuke thathe has g:yea to theLiberal party. Mr*
Davitt accuses the Liberals oE not acting with
sufficient vigour iv aid of the Irish people while

they prevent the Irish peoplefrom helpiag theuaselvc. The people,
he says, are forbidden to resort to violence for the defence of their
homes, lest they should injure theLiberalparty by duiog so. Mean-
time 50,000 tenan's are liable to eviction for arrears dve

—
whereas

theirholdings willnotyieldthe barerents.withoutspeakingof arrears.
Mr. Davitt points to the effect produced in Englandby the action of
theLiberals whea the Bulgarian atrocities occurred. Hs, however,
wasnot the first tomakethe charges referred to. Some of the English
Liberals themselveshad already begun tomove in the matter. Their
organ, the Newcastle Leader, for example,hadspoken on the subject
as follows :— "The public either do not realise the position or they
do not care. The Unionists areeither right in their bsast that the
country is with them, or, if they are not, the country has a precious
queer way of showing its faith in the cause over which the next
politicalbattle will rage. If the English democracy only realised
what is being donein thenameof law and order wehave sufficient
faithin their sease of right and their humanity to say their protest
wouldgo up to heavenin thunder tones instead of feeble whispersaa
now. Is it really the case that our peoplearecowed by the despotic
daring and thecallous cynicism ofthe Castle's tool, Mr.Balfour ? Are
we who struck the lion down in Bulgaria tocrouch beforethe wolf in
Ireland? Oncemore, we ask, are there anynumbers of ushere who
reallycare for Ireland and for thepersecutionof her sons, or is all this
cry about Home Eule and our determination to see justice done a
hideous sham ?

"
It is, nevertheless, not fair to demand that Irish

evictions shouldproduce as great aneffect on the English masses aa
was producedby the Bulgarian atrocities. The truth is bad enough
withoutresorting toexaggeration, andit wouldbe wildexaggeration
to nccuse even themost cruel landlords of excesseslike those of the
Ba'-hi Bazouks. Besides, the English masses have longbeen familiar
with,tli3 general notion cf tha Irish eviction, though not with its
details, and we all know what the old proverb tellsus as to the results
of familiarity. Nor do we quite clearly see that whatis wantedon
thapartof the English ma?sea is aa outburst ofanger and indignation
as passing perhaps as violent. A radical aod thorough conversion
that shall proveenduring for all time is what13required,and that we
have every reason tj believe is now baing workeJ. Mr. Davitt'S
impatience, however, is easily understood, situate! as he is within
sight of the wrong-doing, and touched to the quick by the sufferings
of the victims. A manin such a position may wellbe impatient.

The who'c condition of British naval uiJvirs appear
to be doubtful as things now arc. Admiral Burd'd
experiences in the late manoaavres seem to have
proved convincingly that the days of the blockade

have gone by, He was commi--sioned to blockade BeraLaven,but hi0
failure to do t>o was complete. The bteamers of the enemy,had tutre
been suet) vessels iherc, cou dhave got out at night unperceived,and
the sueoglh of tlie men and officers of the torpedoboats, without
which no blockade could be maintained, couldnot sustain the labour
requiredof them fira eulßcient length of time. Tne hope, tnerefore>
that, incase of war, theenemy's cruisers might be shut up in port and
rendereiharmless against British commerce mu^t be abandoned,aud
nothing remains but fu.l preparation to watch them upon the open
Beaa. It seems to be generally a Imitied. however, that the British
navy in its present condition isnot by any rueins sufficient for this.
If we may trust Lo"d Charles Bcrcsford as an authority, and he is
possibly as good a, one as caneasily be found, it is not even cer'ain aa
to thenumber oi ships that would be required for the pcupose. He
would have the matter submitted to alla11 ibe mott competent ixpcrls
whoonly after mature consideration and cjmbiutd diseus-sio j would
be able to pronounce upjn it. Lord Charle?. nureovcr, looks upoa
the mat'.tr ab imperative, for, as he says, and as it must be palpable
to all of us, it is one of life aud deata :—":

— "
What enemy," he aske.

1would bemal enough to invadethis country,unless he hadcommand
of the sea? And what enemy it he had command of the sea
would be mad enough to jiik the ccvianct& of a military
descent when he could .starve us all into absolute submission by
simply stopping our suppliesof food ?" TII2 question, meantime, is
one that cannot be without its less agreeable aspects to the British
tax-payer. That 1 c shouldrun therisk ofeither suffei ing |thehorrors
of famine or submitting to a foreign enemy cannot fail tobe a most
unpleasantcontingency for him to contemplate. Buta more immc-
rtiaU: and more directly touchin,' uuplc,i.saatuo-s must bj undeigoirj
by him )1 he would a^oid such a ih^. TLe increase of the fleet
demanded. i» fact, rrKa::d a 1. i_:e additunal (axition, for ships ot
war are ccbtly to build, aud an adlituual nu'ubjr oi them means-

OURcontemporary,the MarlboroughExpress writes
as follows concerning the Parnell Commission :—:

—
"

The newspapers are likely to be flooded for some
time to come with iecords of the doings of the Commission, and, as
the inquiry proceeds, it is probable that trepublic excitement will
grow in intensity. For the charges are of an entirely novel and
startling character, and they are made at a very critical juncture

—
in fact, just as the hopes of the Home Rulers appeared to be
approaching fruition. And the rebuttalof the charges will involve
a good deal of sensational evidence in all probability. If ever the
fact of a case being svb judice made it incumbent on the public
prints to maintain a profound silence, as the spectators in a courtof
justice arebound to do, it does inthis instance. The situation is the
moit extraoidinary in all history. A great newspaper, themirror of
public opinion, h«s nndeitakoa to show that the leader of a great
na'ijualmovemcat has sanctioned andhas assisted in a planof cam-
paign which includes outrage, and murder, and othercrimes— and
that leader a member of the British Legislature. On the other
hand, the leader and his party undertake to show that the charges
promulgatedby the paper are based upon the evideuee of informers
traitors, and suborned witnesses. The issue must be of a grave
character. If the Times proves its case, the power of thePress will
b;seen to be the mightiest of all powers in human affairs, and the
national causeof Ireland will havereceived almost a death-blow,at
least fur many jcirs, IF,on the other hand, the leader emerges urj-

singed from tli3 tiery trial,not only will the Times receive a mortal
blow,but the cuusa of Ireland will become tho cause of. humanity,
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