2

———————

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

Friday, November 16, 1588

going. Precepts of decency are not observed, tbe standard of pro-
priety is low, the whols moral atmosphere is pestilential. Poverty
in its direst form hauatseome dwellings, ghastly profligacy defiles
others, and this in street after street, nlley after alley, cul de sac
sfter cal de sac, garret ufter garret, and cellar after cellar, Amid
euch gross surrcundings who can be gool! With this atrocious
miasma continually brooding over them and settling down among
them, who caa rise to anything better, Morally these people are not
only lost—they are dead and buried,” TEven high hfe, thes, we see
haybeen startled from its composure and bronght faca to face with the
horrors that exist in its neighbourbood. But what bas all this to say
to the question of navigation as it i3 now carried on? Only 8o much
thet rhesa mothods were taken the other day by the President of the
British Association, in opecing the annval meeting of the Associaticn
at Bath, to illustrate Lhe effects of machinery on the eivilisation of
the world. * Ths ictrodnetion of prime movers,” he said, * a8 a mere
substituta for unintelligent manual labour is in itself a great aid to

civilisation and to the raisiogr of bumayy v, by renderiog it very Giffi-
human EH_to obtain a lvelikood by

cult, if not impossible,

naintelligent work—the wolk of the hors® /o the mill, or of the tura-
spit,”” Tue President wentlon to take as ag ilicstration the modern
Atlantic liner, quickly prdpelled by means of engioes of 19,500
horse-power, but which 117,000 men wonld be needsd to propel slowly
by oars,—with 117,000 others in reserve. It need not, however, be
said that nothing of this kind would be possible. The serious question,
meaantime, is a3 to the degree in which, if at all, the prime maovers
or steam-engines, to which the President generally alluded as pro-
moting eivilisation aod raising humaaity by making it almost im-
possible for uaintelligent work to obtain a living, contribute to the
state of things described by the Morning Post as existing in London,
That condition of things can only acise from abject poverty the pro-
Lfic source of wice and tae consequeace of & want of employment
sufficient to afford the decent meanstcf living. It is not for us to
contradict a0 eminent authority as the Presidcat of toe British Asso-
ciation, He gives it as his opinion that machinery by preventing
unintelligent work from earcing a livelihood promotes civilisation
aod raises human nature, But we see thousands and tens of thousanda
of people, even in the very heart of the wo.lthiest, the healthiest, the
most civilised city of the world, as the Morning Post says, whos:
coadition is utterly out of joint with civilisation and whose human
natare {8 debascl far below the level of brutality. The question,
therefoie, forces 1tself upon ug as bty how they hive come thare. Are
they all unintelligent, and, if they were not so, would they be able to
find work that would provide them with the means of earning a decent
livelihood ! Or does the e vm enginc, wbilc it promotes the iatelli-
genct limit the numbor of those 1o whom it affords cmploywmeat !
it is 1a 1hisa way that we have mix-d up the constlerition of tha
Whitechapel murders with that of the navigatioa of the Atlantie
Ocean.

THe who'e condition of 13,3115k naval aff uirs appear
to be donbtful ag things now arc. Adwmiral Burd'y
cxperiences in the late manoceavres ssem to have
proved convineingly that the days of the blockade
have gone by, He was commissioned to blockads Beralaven, bat hi®
tailore to do s0 was complete, The steamers of the enemy, had tucre
bzen such vessely 1here, cou d Bave got out at night unpereeived, and
the strenpth of the men and ofticers of the torpedo hoats, without
which no blocknde conld be rualotained, could not sustain the labour
reyaired of them for & sutlicient length of time. Tae hope, tnerefore,
thart, 10 case of war, the enemy’s cruisers might be shut up 1n port and
rendere] harmlesa against British commerce must be abandoned, and
nothisg reaains but ful preparation o watch them mpon the open
seas. Itfsecmos to be geocrally almitted. however, that the Briish
navy in its present condition 13 not by any meaos sufficient for tuia.
1f we may trust Lo-d Charies Beresford as an aathority, and he is
possibly as good a one a3 can easly be fornd, 1t i not even cer‘an as
to the number ol sbips that would be required for the paipose, lie
would have the mattgr submitted to a'l (he moth competent (xperts
wko vnly after muture consideration and combuwncd discussios would
be able to pronounce upon 1t.  Lord Chacles, morcover, lovks upoa
the mater o5 1mpecative, for, as he says, and as 16 must be palpable
to all of us, it is one of Life aud deatt :—* What eneiny,” he askes.
" wonld be ma1 cuough to invade thiscountry, unless he had commang
of the seal And what ememy it he bad command of the seg
would be mad cnough to 13-k the chancs of a mulitary
descent when he could starve us all into absolute submission by
simply stopping our supplies of fa0d 2 The gacetion, meantime, 13
one lhat caonot be without its less agrecable aspects to the Dritish
taz-payer, That | v should run ihe risk of either suffening [the borrora
of fumine or submitiing to a foreign enemy canunct fail to be a most
unpleaant contingeney for him fo contemplate, But a more imme-
Awte und more dircetly tonehin: unplessaatue-s must be wadergone
Ly bim 1l be would sruid such a s, Tue increas: of tha flect
demanded. im [act, moans a Loige adiitionsl taxtion, fur sbips of
wur are ccatly to build, aud an wlhtisual ounber of them means:
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besides, an additional and constantly improved armament, as well ag
a strong reinforeement of sailors. Lord Charles Beresford also
proposes a training fle:t of brige, by means of which the heavy masts
and spars encumbering the men-of- #ar might be dispensed with, It
is evident, then, that John Bull must pay pretty dear for the privilege
of imporiing his food supplies, Hrngland, in short, is perhaps des-
tined to suffer as severely from the support of an effective navy, as
Germany or France suffers from that of a pigantic army. But just
at present, whatever ber capabilities may still be, her claim to be
actual mistress of the eeas seems to be somewhat deubtful. All that
appears certaio is that the conditions uf her n.vy are altercd, a8 we
said—and that decidedly {or the worse.

Mz, MICHA®L DAVITT hay cangsed a commotion by
MR, DAVITT 2 Tebukethat he has given to the Liberal party. Mr
LOSES PATIENCE. Davitt azcuses the Liberals of not acting with
sufficient vigour in aid of the Irish people while
they prevaat the Irish poople frum helping themsalves, The people,
he says, are forbidden to resort to violence for the defence of their
bomes, lest they should injore the Liberal party by duiog so. Mean-
time 50,000 tenants are liable to eviction for arrears due—whereas
their holdings will not yicld the bare rents,without speakiog of arrears.
Mr, Davitt poiats to the effect produeced in England by the action of
the Liberals whea the Bulgarian atrocities occurred. He, however,
was not the firgt to make the charges referred to. Some of the Eoglish
Liberals themselves had already begun to move in the matter, Their
organ, the Newcastle Leader, for example, had spoken on the subject
as follows :— The public etther do oot realise the posilion or they
do not care. The Unionists are either right in their baast that the
couniry is with them. or, if they are not, the country has a precious
queer way of showing ite faith in the camse over which the next
political battle will rage. If the English democracy only realised
what is being done in the name of law and order we have sufficient
faith in their scuse of right and their humanity to say their protest
would go up to heaven in thunder tones instead of feecble whispers as
now, Iaitreally thecass that our people ars cowed by the despotic
daring and the callous cyniciam of the Castle’s tool, Mr. Balfour? Are
we whno struck the lion down in Bulgaria to crouch before the wolf in
Ireland? Once more, we ack, are there any numbers of us here who
renlly care for Ireland and for the persccution of her sous, or is all this
ery about Home Rule and our determination to see justice done a
hideous sham 2™ It is, nevertheless, not fair to demand that Irish
evictions shouid produce as great an effect on the English masses a8
was produced by the Balgarian atrocities. The truth is bad enough
without resorting to exaggeration, and it would be wild exaggeration
to scense even the most cruel landlords of excesses lize those of the
Ba'hi Bazouks, Besides, the English masses have long been familiar
with the general notion of the Irish eviction, though mot with its
details, and we all know what the old proverb tellaus as to the resulta
of famimrity. Nor do we quite clearly see that what is wanted on
the part of the English masscs is an cutburst of apger and indignation
as passing perhaps as violent, A radicil aod thorough conversion
that shall prove enduring for all time is what 13 required, snd that we
Lave every reason by believe [s now being worked. Mr. Davitt's
impaticace. however, is eamly understood, situatel as he is within
sight of the wrong-doing, and touched to the quick by the sufferings
of the victims, A man in such a positicn may well be impatient.

OUER contemporary, the Marlborough Express writes

GOOD ADVICE. as follows concerning the Parnell Commission :—
“ The newspapers are likely to be flooded for some

time to come with 1ecords of the doings of the Commission, and, as
the inquiry proceede. it 18 probable that tre public excitement will
grow in intensity. For the charges aro of an eotirely movel and
startling character, and they are made at a very critical juncture—
in faet., just as the hopes of the Home Rulers appeared to be
approaching fruition. And the rebuttal of the charges will involve
a goed deal of sensational evidence in all probability. If ever the
fact of a case being sub jwdics made it 1mcvwbent on the public
prints to maintain a profound silence, as the epectators in a court of
justice are buund to do, 1t does in this instance, The situation ia the
most extraoidinary in all history, A great newspaper, the mirror of
pablic opinion, bre undertakea to show ihat the leader of a greab
naficoal movewreatl hagsacctiontd and has assisted in a plan of cam-
paign which includes outlrage, and murder, and other crimes—and
that lesder a member of the British Legislature, On the cther
hand, the Jesder and bis party undertake to show that tne charges
promulgated by the paper are based opon the evidenee of informers
traitors, and suborned witnesees, The issue must be of a grave
character. 1f the Yimes proves its case, the power of the Press will
b: geen to be the mighticst of all powers in human affairs, and the
uational cause of Ireland will have received almost a death-blow, at
leas! for many yeiwrs, IF, on the other hand. the lvader emerges un-
singud fram tha fiery trial, not only will the Times receive a mortal
blow, but the cause of Ireland will become the cause of humanity,



