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ditions of men fluttering their notes in their hands as they push
their way up to the temple of fortune. If these people had been
asked, a week before, for a guinea towards a charitable inastitution,
they would, at least the majority of them, have pulled very long
facej. and have talked about “bad times."” On Cup Day thers wus
no ,fhought of bad times. Everybody had money, and everyome
wanted to speculate. They did speculate, and, in most cases,
left the course wiser and sadder meo., On the lawn the
scene was very animated,  Eocoursged by the warmth of
the mornipg, the majority of the ladies appeared in dresses
which wers not much protestion against the cold, sharp, wind
which, about two o'clock, began to fiud ite way into every corner of
the gracdstand, and caused a shiver 10 run through the frames of the
gaily-dressed ladies. For a time many of them struggled againat the
cold and did not put on their wraps, then vanity gave place to a desire
for comfort, wnd a number of the prettiest dresses became hidden
from view, beneath long cloaks, shawls, and jackets. Brili, though
the bleak wind blew its very coldest, a small minority ¢f voung ladies
held out heroically againet covering up their attractive dresses, and
all the afterooon walked about the lawn in thin white garments,
though they must have been actually fr. zen to the bone. The forti-
tnde which these young ladies digplayed in braving the cold and in
risking attacks of ivflamation of the lungs, wae, I thought, a very good
example of the extent to which people, especially ladies, are the slaves
of vanity. Buonning across tke lawa in the direction of the Telegraph
Office, or standing with tbeir glasses raised to their eyes, as they
scanned the horses in the distance, were to be seen the well-known
forms and faces of the small army of pressmen, who are almost as
" much part and parcel of a race meeting as tho horses themselves,
Though the day was particalarly raw, and the chifl wind made
people’s teeth chatter, the sky was bright anod blue, and
the snowy peaks of the distant Alps, glittering through a
blue misty veil, were as lovely as ever, As one stood upon
the lawn at Riccarten, and looked at the wide-stretehing fields,
as level as a iable, on every side, at the rich, bright, thick
green grad, datk hedges, and trees, and comfortable homes, which
everywhere met the view, the thought came into one's mind that
this is & very beautifol country indeed, One felt especially inclined
to echo the words of an enthusiastic Canterbury man in the train.
who, alter gaging out aver the sunny plains, drew in hia breath and
declared emphatically, * It takes a lot to lick this place.”” Soit does,
In regard to its fine pasioral land it takes a lot to ' lick ' Canterbury.
Anather conclusion which one could not refrain from drawing after a
close observation of the aseemblage upon the course was that, though
there are cases of indnstrial wealth amongst us, thisis, after all, only a
struggling community, Amongst the crowd upon the course there
were men whose names would stand good for a great many thousands.
Htill there w.s no evidence of wideapread wealth or laxury. The
great mass of the people, even of those who were upon the lawsn and
grandstand, were poor people dependent upoun their work for their
livelihood. Suchb bewng the case one could not help thinking what a
terrible evil is the wild gambling spirit which has taken possession
of people. How much loss it must entail, and what an incalenlable
amount of misery it must cawse, It is doubttal if, in a
community like this, gambling js not a far worse evil than
drupkenness, It i3 more general and it s quite as
demoralimng. It undermines the honesty of men and sooner or iater
works the ruin of Lhose wno are devoled toit, Young men with very
limited incomes go o the raceconrse, and with the wild fever of
gpecula’ion in their veins, spend every pound that they can beg,
burrow or sometimes steal upoa the totahisator. Then they are
finsneiaily crippled apd involvea for the rest of the year, men with
families dothe same, They pinch aod screw at home and averywhera
else, 10 order to have money t epend upon tne totalisator. There is
no donbt gambling is a curse which biings more m'sery in its train
than almoss any other modern vice. It is especially disastrons in
young countries, in which people have to live upon the fruits of their
labour, under such circumstances the waste of money npon gambling
means a serious curtailm ot of the necessaries of hife, Inatead of
biing encouraged by law, the steangest efforts of the Legielature
should be direeted towards its suppression.

After Cup day was over. the weather became hopelessly broken.
On Derby day raie fell hravily during the aliernoon, 1t rasumed
azain on Thursday and continued all day, Peopla hoped agamst hope.
that there woulda gurely be an 1mprovement on 8how day. Butno! on
Show day things we'c but litle better, The day was showery and
the east wind was in a mast catling mood, Still, adverse ap were the
atmospherc conditions, great numbers of people visited Lhe grounds,
Some persons regard 1t as almost & sacred duty tb go to the Show.
They bave done so f ¢ years, nud nos to do so once in their lLives
would almost bode as 1l to them as what Miss Von Finkelstein says
the silence of the mill-3tones daes in a Palestine bouse.

The Fira Brigade's great display of fireworks in Lancaster Paik
had to he postponed on account uf the ran. 8o, altogether, it must
be admitied that our much-vaunted Canterbury chimate has not be-
haved at all prettily before s'ringers this year.

Howdiver, the rain which bas swronght guch havoe with the
pleaeure of visitora to the cuty, has bezn a very welcome gu st to the
1armers, Lt nas benefited the crops to the valus of many thousands
of peunds, 1t was just therivht sort of raio for the farmers, [t was
of that sott and genile kind which falis lightly upon the gronad,
and at once sinksioto it, 8o, 10 regard to the unexpected quota of
mo1s° u-e which his this week be:n admivistersd to us, the old adage
shout one Man’s meat being aother man's poi-0n, was amplv 1llus-
tiated. The preasuri-seckers and shoupkeepers were io despair, but
the farmers are in the seventh heaven of dehignt,

After all bis protestati ns to the contrary, Mr. Acthur Towsey is
going b desert us. I shought that he intended someihiog of the
gort when he weut on his trip to Melbourne, There must be enough
of our musicians, journelists, amateur siogers, eiwc., 1n Melboarne
now, to form a hittle colony of their own, Perbaps some day they
will ba all glad to return to the ship which may not be so near
foundering as these Tunaways think: Mr, Towsey's projected de-

partura is very generally ragretted, He was a good organiser, and
Christchureh musical sociaties will miss him very much.

When mentioning the races I forgot to say that the lucky owner
of Manton, Mr. P. Butler, was an Irishman, [ was exceedingly
pleased 6o see the green aud white pass the winning post firat and
congratulate Mr. Batler upon his luck.

Mr. O'S8hanuessy, the secratary of the Hibernian Sooiety ecour-
teously showed me over the Bociety's new hall on Baturday, The
bmlding is a must substantial one, and the excellance of the work
put into it reflects very great credit upon the conscieationsness of
of the architect, Mr, Whitelaw, and upon the contractors, Mesare,
Peirie and Co. The hall is very lofty, well ventilated aod commo-

dious. It is capable of seating comfortably between three and four
bundred people. The walls and ceiliag are plastered and white-
washed, A very handsome dado of kauri runa right round the hall,

This dado is quite a feature in the interior of the building, and was,
I beliave. a new idea ou the part of the architect. It is not in the
usual atylz, thut of narrow, spwright boards. Tha dado is made of
wide, thick boards, which run in a line with the floor, These boards
are bordered above and below and divided into panmels by thick,
magsive monldinga of the same wood, The whole effeot 13 very fine.
The hall ia lit with sixteen gas jeis under euamslled smulights.
At the back of the hall there is & cumfortable, spacions room,
iz which the members of the Society will hold their meetings.
Insida the front door there is a nicely-contrived porch in which,
on the occasion of entertainments, ticket holders and door-
keepers can sit. The external appearance of the hall is in keeping
with the internal, and gives the idea of substantialness and good
workmanship. Concrets steps lead up to the door, which ig strong
and massive, and is designed in square raised panueis, The thick
cornices over the door and windows give the fronot of the build-
ing quite an ornamental appearance, Altogether tha Christchurok
branch of the H.A.C.B. Sociaty may well be proud of themselvea’ss
the possessors of this very handsome structure, which is cne of the
nicest social halls in Christehureh, and is, if I mistake not, the first
ball built exclusively by the Hibernian Bociety in New Zsaland. The
Hibernians will hold their first meeting there next wesk, but the
tormal opening will not take place for some weeks. Indesd I think
it 18 almoat a pity to not Jefer the openiug until 8t, Patrick’s Day.
The feast of Ireland’s national saint would be a very appropriate day
upon which to open the Hibernian Hall, At all eveats, upon what-
ever day it ig opened, T hope to see upon the cceasion a large and
rapresentative gathering of Irish people within its walls.

The Rav, Father Laverty is, I believe, to go to Ahaura or Grey-
mouth, I am not sure woich. Duaring his brisf stay ia Christcharch
he became quite a favourite with those with whom he c¢ame in con-
tact, ] am smre that he will ba warmly welcomed oa the Coast,
Somehow when looking at Father Laverty on the altar on 8unday
1ast the thought came very strooely bome to mo of how much those
yonng'prieats sacrifice ia leaving the lanl they so dearly love, their
home and frieads to come out here, We are apt, T am afraid,
to 1ake all this sacrifice to? much as a matter of course, and some-
times fall to appreciate 1t as it deserves. Woe are prona to forget
that the priest has natural affections, and must, even thongh sus-
tained by especial sanciity, severely feel the wrench of breaking off
all old 6ies snd of going focth 1n the world to walk alooe. Wa loss
sight of the fict that bencath the cassock there is a human heart
weich, in a new land and amonsg strangars, most feel home-sick, and
looeiv, an.i must sometimes crave for sympatay,

Friends of the TABLEL in Christchureh—of whieh, I am glad to
say, there ara a great many—are delighted to find that the conrageony
lzftle journaliatic ckampioa of Cathonecity and Irish Nationalism in
New Zcaland is in tbe prosperous ciondition which the publisation of
its last balance-sheet shows it to be. Apropos of the influence of
the TABLEr and Bishop Moran, I notice: in the leading Danedin
daily paper a long accouat, the aother day, of Father Burke's lecture,
Before Bishop Moran and the TABLET educated public opinion, & line
of areport upon euch a matler, or upon anything Catbolie, wouid
not have been admitted 1nto a secalsr paper in Danedin, Now things
are very muach alterel, but Irish people and Catholics in this Colony
should never farg:t to whowm this alteration is due.

Iae ovation which Gladstone, the great representative of Homa
Rule in MKngland, has been recelving dariag hia toor in the Black
Conntry shwould show us in New Z:alaod how widespreadmg must he
the sympat»y with Bome Bule. The example ot such a man sbhould
mve courage to us in New Zoaland, At uhe close of this century,
there is no doabt but that s namu will stand out among those of
his contemporaries as tho grealest statesmin which this ceatury bas
prodaced in Eongland. Swe y. where he leads, profesre | sympathisers
with the movement in New Zealand ne:d oot fear to openly follow,
Those noble words of Gladstone s, that * the residns of his life is the
property of Ireland,” will doubtless become his torieal, and will echo
through the centuries to come,

Tone Literary Bociety is, 1 believe, at sixes and sevens, The
“ pew departure " docg norappe it to heve been an nugualified suecess.

The (Govenor's banguet on Saturday night waa a very successful
affiir. 1was told that undoubtedly tbe best spesches of the evening
weare male by Irishmen—the Goveroor, and ex-judge Gresson. 8ic
William was in splendid form, and surpassed himaelf in laudiag op
this * fine eountry.’

On Buoday at eleren o'clock Mass Father Laverty preached
He {ook as s text the second part of vers219, chbaptr 2 of Jeramias,
ani there from preached a very fi nshed sermon, indeel, upon 1h2
evil of mortal sin, Judzing by Bunday'ssetmon Father Laverty gives
undoubted prowise that in ihe future he will uphotd the honour of
hig country as being the nalural home of vratory.

On tunday thers was a 1eception of the Uhudren of Mary.

Hig Liordsbip Dr. Grimes 18 at home at present.

Mr, Lonargan is stil] absent aod is very much missed,

The bote.8 in town have been crowded thia week, At the Queen’s
there were “'shake downs™ npoa every available space npon the floors.
I am not sure tbat there were oot hammocks awung from the cerliags,
The visitore aze clearing away and the city is resuming its normal state,



