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AT HOME AND ABRNAD,

THe appointment just announced of Mr. Henry
THE NEW  Blake to the Governorship of Queensland is one
GOVERNOR OF against which all Irish colonists have a right to
QUEEKBLAND. protest, All the claim that Mr, Blake has on the
Government for promotion, on account of services

rendered, is that which he may urge from the faithfulness with whichs
some few years ago, he discharged his dnties towards Dublin Castle,
Mr. Blake,as our readers may probably remember, was the fanctionary
‘who sbared with Mr, Clifford Lloyd the glories of the Castle’s cam-
paign ageiost the Land Leagee. Mr. Blake’s career otherwire, as is
alao well known, has been rather a romantic one, slthough, as com.
monly happens in cagses of the kind, some exaggeration has occasionally
entered into the accounts given of the matter, It is not true, for
example, that Mr. Blake ever endered the terrible disgrace of gerving
bebind a counter of any kind, either in Dublin or any where else, a8
we have nowand then eeen it thrown in his face, even in goarters where
we might bardly heve expected to find & reproach uttered against any
hopest branch of labour. 8o far aathat goes, Mr, Blake's record is nnex-
ceptionable, and be may bosst with any evictor «f them all that he is,
&a the old sopp says, & gentleman born who scorpe a trade. Mr,
Blake, by birlh and education is a member of the landlord caste, and
in dragooning the Irish people after the requirementa of the Castle, he
wad but performing s congenial task. Heisa member of arespectable
family belonging to the West of Ireland, who, before the Encumbered
Estates Conrt eold them out, were the Blakes of Corbelly, in the
County Galwsy. His father waa either a Htiperdiary Magistrate or
a County Inspector of Police, we forget which, and ha was brought
up amid all the surroundings of Irish gentility. The legend which
has led to bie heing awsociated with counter-skipping in Dublin has
its bage in the fact that in his early youth, being 1eft with his mother
and sisters elenderly provided fur, he held a situation in either a Bank
or the Gencral Post Qffice in that city, either porilion being
acknowledged that <f a gentleman, according to the old-fashioned
views prevailing there in genteel cireles, and not placing any obatacle
in the way of its holder's wsocial standing. Thence
Mr, Blske entered the Constabulary sy a eub.inspector
pasging the competitive examination necessary for the office
with eelat, It was, however, his brilliant social qualities that led to
hia ckief luck in [ife, He was very musical, possessed of a beantiful
voice, and & charming sioger, and his talents as an mclor on the
amateur stage were of a high «rde-, and it was while taking part in
private theatricale that he was brought within reach of his forlune,
This took the delightful shape of a young lady, the younger daughter
of the late Mr, Bernal Osboroe, and the only sister cf the present
Duchess of St. Albans, whom, after the usual sentimental ocenrrences
had taken place, devunciations by an angry father, vows of undying
fidelity from a fondly-attached young lady, snd the protection and
sdvocacy of the piide of the family, ber Grace of St. Albans, he
married. The young lady waa considered to have made a mesalliarce
—Dbut the grounds of this assertion are not so very clear, asaccording
to even the most exacting notions, a member of the respectable Irish
middle-clasees could hardly be looked upon as of baser blopd than
the daughter of 2 msn who by near descent was a German Jew, owing
his Irish estates to mariiage with an heiress only. We believe Mr.
Blake to be personally » pentlemsn of meny excellent qualitics
agrcenble and ta'ented, and in many respects deserving of esteeu14I
rod, further, so far as he was personal'y concerned, we have secn that.
in serving the Castle he was but carrying out the traditions to which
he bad been born, 1n wlich he had been educated, and which were
those of his caste, We bave written thus fully on this matter because,
in the first place, we bave scer Mr, Blake frequently alluded to in
quar.ers wheie belter shonld be known as havisg been promated frem
very low beginnings—as if auy honest callmg were low, or as if it
was a disgrace to sny man honourably to rise in ife, and, in the sacond
place, because we ehou d he unwilling to enter a decided protest with.
out mahing the case fully understood. Did Mr, Hiake come t¢ Queens-
land merely ad the brother-in-law of the Duchess of 8¢ Albans, and
a8 the husband of a lady for whom it was thought fit to meke pro-

vision in the highest ranks of scciety, we should have nothing to eay
against it, He is, we believe, g:alifie1 to fill the not very responsible
position of a colonial governor with sufficient credit. But coming, as
he does, ro rewarded for a faithfol career in the service of Dublis
Castle, and recompensed for h ving aided in dragooning the Irish
people, tha appointment, we - itest, is & most unfit one. It is mn
ontrage on the Irish rettlors ..t the coleny of Queenaland, who n'z
yi

taxed to pay the Governor il 1y, AL d _Fﬂnh coloniats generall
is a wanton offence. :

“Your-umajeste, v 7L _accience 8 clear.” Buch
A BRAVE LEPLY, was the anawer it .2 { ue other day by Mgr, Stross-

mayer, Bigh-p of T tkors, when the Emperor of
Austria reproved him, and the Aupwer wae ceriainly a noble one. His
Majeaty's anger had been arcused against ihe Bishop bacaunse be had
addres ed a message to the paitiarchs of the Russian Chureh, engaged
in celebrating the ninth ceuiury of their country’s convermsion to
Christianity, praying that G¢ might bless Bussia and help her in the
true belief so that she might :complish the great mission entrusted
to her. That the Bishop's pr+ er was a good one we may well believe,
for tha Russia has a missio: vho can doubt. A country whose popu-
lation increases at the rate .f a mullion a year, and which muat
necessarily over-ran a great rtion of the earth’s aurface—much of
it already oceupied to some  .tent by non-Christisn peoples, ia cer-
tainly destined to exercise an inflaence of no light kind for good or
evil. And what a hop«ful thing it would be for the world were it
guided by the truth. Bisbop Strossmayer, however, is known to ba
particularly eanguine as to the rc-union of the Hestern Church, now
lost in schism, with the Church of Rome. To forwerd thie re-unicm
he has devoted his life, and bas obtained from the Pope concessions
which he considers like'v to promote such an end, Who can wondar,
therciore if the Bislop judged it oppoitane to avail himself of what
he might reasonably believe to be a favonrable occasion for appealing
to the Russian bierarchy, and making an impression that might pave
the way for better thinga, We are not, perhaps, in & position to form
a just judgment as to the circumstances on which the Bishop builds
big hopes. He deals with thinga of which he must have an accurate
knowledge, and which he views aa an eye-witaess. But, at the same
time, we know how easy it is for me 1 to deceive themgelvea even as
to thinga with which 1hey are intimately acquainted, and to be led
away from the understanding of evident facte by their desires and
aspirations, Long accustomed as we bave beea to hear from credible
and undoubted authorities of tbe degradation of the Russo-Greek
Church, and certaic a8 we are, if 1t were only from what haa been
done over and over agamn among the Catbolic populations
of the FEmpire of 1ts extreme spint of anti-Catholic
Iigotry and hatred, it 18 impossible for us to lock upon its union with
Rome ns witbin the raoge of practical movements—that is leaving
miraculous intervention out of the question. Aithoagh the Busso-Greek
Church, in fact. possesses tiue Orders, and s oo many pointa much
gounder in doctrive than the Church of England, there would seem
to be greater difficulties in 1the way of her submisefon to Rome than
thosa which oppose themselves to the submission of the English
Church. But whatcver may be the value of Mgr, Btrosemayer'a con-
fidence in this matter, o one can donbt his noble and fearleas sin-
cerity. “ You do not seem to be aware of what a culpable step you
have taken ageinst the Chureh and the Siate,” sa:d the Emperor
Frascis Joseph to him, referiicg to the message spoken of,

“ Your
Maijcety, my con=cience is clear,” waa tbe Bishop's reply.

THAT the murders at Whitechapel, London, by

CTRIOUS which five unfortuna'e women of the abandoned
CONSIDERA- class have each io turn come to a terrible end, hava
119N8.

anything tossy to the maaner in which the naviga-
tion of the periud is condueted would be an assertion
for which a lunatic enly might s=em accountable. And yet we find
certain statements made that in rome degree bring the consideration
of both these matters at the same lime before as. In connpection
with tbe Whitechapel murders the Morning Post, & high Conserva-
{ive organ, and the newspaiper woich of all others ham always been
that of the aristocretic world of England, summaiises in a very telling
way 1ha condition, as it saye, of thousande and 1ems of thousands of
our fc low createres. Referring to the house where one of the murders
was committed it speaks thus, * Thereis a continual coming and



