
The Parnell commission still proceedswith the promise of dragging
awearylength, as intended. Mr. Parnell gives itashis opinion that
the inquiry will extend over12months, during which time wemust
"xpect to see the evideacebrought forward to implicate theNational
yarty in crime reportedof ascertain proofs. Probably, weshall have
to wait from week to week for the mails tobring us just details of the
trial, as we canhardly place much reliance on the cable. Sir James
Hannen has ruled in favour of the Tunes, and contrary to the argu-
ment of Sir Charles Russell, that the Times is not bound toshow that
the Parnellites were connected with the outrages concerning which
evidenceis tendered by it, and this ruling is considered likely to
prolong the inquiry. Fortunately LordKinncar has decided that Mr.
Parnell's Scotch action m\yproceed, and that will afford somere lef
and bringthe truth more rapidly before the public.

Otjb readers will be gratified to learn thrt Mr. Thomas Bracken
has once more taken up hi3residence in Dunedin. He has received
the appomtment of local Secretary of the National Mutuil Life
Association of Australasia. This Society is the oldest Victorian
MutualOffice, and the Melbourne Argus plactsitinthe same category
with the Australian Mutual Providentof Sydney. Speaking of the
"uccess of the National Mutual the Scottish Banking and Insurance
Magaainea leading authority on financial matteis siys :

— '"
No other

Company in the mother couutry or the colonies has approachedthe^e
figures ia the twelfth year of its Lxistence. and the Directors and
principal officers may wellbe proud of the poaition attained by their,
Association. Everything has been done to liberalise the coodiiions
of toe Policy consistent with safety. The result of this foresight,
combined of course with financial siull and intense hard work, is a
showing winch makes minagers in the United Kingdom Btare with
astonishment." Eight yeirs have elapsedsince the foregoingremarks
were written, and the results of the business of theNational Mutua^
have been during the laiter term evea more satisfactory tnan those
recorded by the journal in question. Although we have little in

common with that American "Evange.ic»1
"

spread-eagle of the
pulpit, Dr. Talmage, the following observations of his on the subj 'Ct
of Life Insurai c; are, iv our opinionworthy (f consideration :-" In
this day God has mercifully ail jwed those of us who have a limited
income to make piovuiou for our families through the great life
insurance companies all over the lan1. By some se f-denial on our
part we ein make this provision f>r those weshall leave behind us.
Is there anything so helpless as a woman whose husband has just
died, when, with her children at her back, s ie g;>es out to fight for her
bread.' Shall sh; become ameniil servant in someone else's house-
hold? Shall she sew for a living' God knows they get bit six and
c iyht cents for making garments. Ah, no! you had better have
your coffin made Urge enough to take all with you into that land
where they never freeze or starve. How aman with no surplus of
estate,but s ill enough money topay thepremiumon a life insurance
policy, can refub; to do it,and ilit-n look his children in the face, aad
pay his prayers at night on going to bjd, expecting them to be
Aisvcn.il, is a mjstery to me that Ihave uever been able to fathom."
We havfn ) <l> übt tie National Mutualunder Mr. Bracken's manage-
ment will receive a large shaie of suppoii
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We havereceived from Mr. Thomas McKeogh, Cape Foulwindf

the sum of £8, for transmission to the secretary of the National
League at Dublin. The sum is made up bb follows: Balance of
proceeds ofball onMarch 17, £4 7s;contributed at a meeting for
the establishment of a branchof the Lsague, £3 13s.

command ourspecial sympathies. The honour of old Ireland Beems
particularly involvedin the success of a society bearingher name, even
though itbe only in Latin. But thenif theRiftes donot show them-
selves invinciblemenhow are we to look forward withany confidence
toaninvasionof the colony ? Bothsides, however,are bound to do
theirbest, as so much depends upon their prowess, and a spanking
contestmust be theresult. An immense gathering of priests and people frjm allpirtsof

the country assembled at Armagh on Sunday (says the Nation of
November 13), to witness the investment ofthe Mostßav. Dr. Logue
the Primate,with th3Pallium. This solemn and interesting ceremony
was performed byhis EminenceCardinal Moran. When the Pallium
had been imposed, the Cardinal, taking for bis text

"
Feedmy lambs

feedmy sheep," preached an eloquentsermon, in which he dilated
on the past glories of Catholic Ireland,of the fidelity of her children,
and their wonderful work as missionaries in other lands. At the
conclusion he was presented with an address iv the name of the
faithful ofArmagh. His Eminence ia reply stated thathe tookpart
in the ceremonies oi the day beeiuse they exhibitedthe link between
the Church of Australia and the Church in Ireland. Itis the am-
bitionof the younger Church to imitate, if not rival the older. We
are glad to record his Eminence's recognition of a relationship that
hadbeenoccasionally ignored in the past.

The drawing of the grand Axt-Union at Napier is definitely
fixed tocome off on 3rd January. As the prizes are to ba drawn for
on thatday itis tobe hopedthat those whohavebooks in band will
do what they can to dispose of them, and return the blocks in good
time, so that there will be no disappointmant.

The Presidential election has resulted in the victory of General
Harrison. Mr. Cleveland evidently owes his defeat; to the strong
tendency shown by his Government to favourBritish interests,even
at the expenseof those of theUnitedStates. Hi3taiiff proposals, for
instance, were reasonably so interpreted, and the Fisheries Treaty
supported by him inclined clearly in such a direction. When he
found the feeling of the country going against him on the point
referred to, he sought to reoover bis position by an unceremoniou8
dismissal of the British Minister at Washington, onsjme pretence
variously reportedto us. But evenhad this stepbeen well judged, it
was too late,and, according to appearances, it was in everyrespect a
mistake. General Harrison bears a high reputation,particularly in
Indiana, wherehe had been brought up. He^is lookeduponas a man
"f true independenceof spirit, and broadand manly views. It is of
deepinterest tous,moreover,toknowthatamanoccupying thuexalted
placeof President,has declared himself unreservedly andnotably in
"ympathy with the Irishcause.

"
Iwould rather."he said, in wel-

coming the Irish delegates, Esmonde andO'Connor, to Indianapolis,
last December, "I would rather be William O'Brien in Tullamore
Gaol, amartyr to free speech, than theLord Lieutenant of Irelandin
Dublin Castle." The speakernow occupies a much more exalted
position thanany Lord Lieutenant ever held, and wemaybe confi-
dent that his sympathies are still with free speech and freedom
generally. TVe, therefore,hail in General Harrison's election, amost
auspiciousevent.

Wb direct the attentionof our readers to the success achieved by
"urCatholic Collegesand Convents at the Junior Public Examina-
tion recently heldat the Sydney University. To Dunedinites it will
ba gratifying tolearn that the Christian Brothers' College atBrisbane,
which occupiesalmost first position, is under the direction of Rev.
Brother Bodkin, who for many yearsheld the position of Director of
the Christian Brothers' school of this city: Junior Public Examina-
tion,Sydney University : Marist Brothers' College,20 pupilspassed ;
Marist Brothers' High school, 8 pupils passed;Marist Brothers' St.
Patrick's school,1pupil passed;Christian Brothers', Brisbane (Rev.
Brother Bodkin), 19pupils pissed;Christian Brothers', Balmain, 2
pupils passed;Patrician Brothers', Albury,2 pupilspassed;Patrician
Brothers', Balburst, 1pupil passed;Patrician Brothers', RedfernJ 1
pupilpassed ; St. Patrick's College,Goulbarn, 18 pupils passed;Bt.
Vincent's Collage, (ioulbum,17 pupils passed;St. Aloysius' Jesuit
College,1pupil passed;tUverviewJesuit College, 5 pupils passed ;
St. Stanislaus College, Bithurst, 6 Ipupils passed;Good Samaritaa
Conrent,Sydney, 2 pupilspassed;GoodSimaritaa Convent,Rosebank,
3 pupils passed;GoodSamaritan Convent,Newtown, 2pupils passed;
Good Simaritan Conveat,Ba.lma.in, 1 pnpil passed; Presentation
Nuns,Lismjre.3 pupilsparsed;Pres:ntation Conveat,Wagga-Wagga,
1 pupil passed;All Hallows' Convent, Brisbane, 4 pupils passed ;
ConventofMercy. Albury,1pupil pasted;Convent of Mercy, Goul-
bnrn.3pupilspassed ; SacredHeart College,Maitland,2pupils passed.

Wk see a statement to the eft jet that the Bey. W. E. Addis, an
Oxfordconvert to the Catholic Church, anda member of the congre-
gationof the Oratory,has reconsidered hiß position and withdrawn
from the Church. Tuis announcement, however,does not comeupon
us withany surprise. We are ready to receive it as most probable,
and the consequence to be exp<;ctjd from certain of Father Addis's
contributions to the

"
Catholic Dictionary," of whici he was editor

The late Mr. MacMaster, of theNew York Freeman's Journal, who
had don-;moreperhaps than anyman of his time to unmask what
was irregular and unorthodox, and lo bring about the amendment of
abases iv Catholic affairs, was the first to Bound the note of alarm
an 1 the subject wasafterwarla taken upin the Month, wbere a full
exposure ami c erection were mide. Ths conversiou and subsequent
lapse of men like Father AIdis, of which several caseshaveoccurred,
is uo doubt due to soma impeif jctioninthe w )rkof conversion. The
convens an; probably mora dissatisfiad with Protestantism tnan
imbued wnh the true Catholic spine, and, therefore, the Church has
no hold on them. It ia this tact that should make those who are
en£a<j;ed in the work of conversionduly cautious,andnotready with-
out full trial to receive, and perhaps imprudently encourage, every
ne)phyte who pre-tntshimself to th'm We may add, inconnection
with tt.e outcry ie-ently made as to the danger of alarming intending
converts by the t-ympathy shown by the lash priesthood with the
Nationalsus .tnat.instoa1of th".irdeploring it,themattermightrather
be icgarded with favour as amethod of putting the sincerity of the
ie i^iouß intentions of the catechumen to the teat. We regret Father
Addi&'s fill, therefore, if it be true, but we are not surprisedby it.
Tue rev. gentleman, we are told again, in withdrawing from his
Catholicmissionexpresseshimself asrilledwithsorrow fjrbeingobliged
to relinquish associations thathave formed the happiest diys of hia
life. But, although a man may be unfortunate enough to lose hia
religious faith, we do not consi ier that he must necessarily become
bereft of all gcntleinaniv s >ntimeits. Ar'd, as a matter of fact, we
donot fiud thu many cf thoseso lapsed be:ora; the sland3rers of the
Church they have deserted. That degrade! calling is left to low
fellows or lower women,\vh ) find m the mud-element of the Protest-
ant or Freetmnkina; t>ects their truehome, and work out there by their
abominable vomi iog the fuitier degradation of thamsehe-i. if
possible,but certainly that of their hearers.
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