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immigrapnts from, all countries, the Germans preponderaticg, was
739,818 ; the whole number for last year being 483,118, Baut it is
evident that s country capable of receiving annualiy so great an
inerease of population from without must poesess immenese resources.
This is a fact, moreover, on which the friends of protection may found
stropg arguments in support of their theories.

The party that goes by the name of the * American party,” or
wonld g» by such a name if it were worth a name at all, held a
convention the other day in Washicgton for the purpose of nomivating
a President of its owu, and do.ng away alrogether with the great
parties kitherto existing in the Kepublic. Qone of the chief plauks
in the platform of the party, unwoithy of a name, is the exclus:on of
foreigners from the country, and, as awongst 1t8 memhbers are to be
found tha * British American Association,” the class of foreigners
proposed for especial exclusion may be easily divined. The fact,
moreover, that Mayor Hewitt of New York was identified with tha
party aud looked npon as its favourite candidate, speake volumes in
iteelf, The result of the coovention, however. was a row, the
hail being packed with 1he members of another party instructed to
vote for one Mr, J. L. Cartis, also of New York but usknowa to fame,
and who was actually placed above Mayor Hewitt by a mujority of
30. The conclusion therefore has beer fo maks Mayor Hewitt a litile
mare conteraptible, 10 possible, than before, and to prove completely

fi;]e no,nl-exietence of a party deserviog of thie name of the * American
arty.

The ontbreak of yellow fever at Jacksonville, Florida, is cansing
& scare all though the South. The fever as yet is uf a comparatively
mild type, but, as the weather is unfavourable, aa incresase in its
malignity is feared. Great complaints are made of the management
of the camp of refuge formed ouniside the town, and,if one half of the
reports of exposure to rawn, bad food. and rough usage arc true, the
means taken to escape theillness must be nearly as paicful and hardly
less dapgerous than the illness itsclf. The amusing detaila given of
disinfecting the prisoners in the eounty gaol by obliging them to wash
themselves with a certain solutton, do vot speak very creditably of
prigon discipline—the stories told relating to the condition of dirt in
which the prisoners were and their unwillingness to change it for a
more cleanly one. 1be nuns, meantime, are as nsual to the fore.—
The Bisters of 8t. Joseph have been brought in from St. Augustine
and are in closs attendance on the sick. from whose bedsides they do
not even withdraw to eay their prayers. The November froste are
anxiously looked for ag the only thing likely to check the pestilence.

CHRISTCHTURCH.

(From cur own Correspondent,)

Tu® weather heze has been bitterly cold during the past week-
Slight showera have fallen nlmost every day. These, however, were
welcome enough. They have made the trees, the dust laden hedges,
and lawne look fresh and bright. People are congratulating them-
selves that the cold south winds and spring showers camc last week,
snd did not, as ususl, wat for the holhidaye. This is erying safe
before being cut of the wood. The clerk of the weather may have a
sufficient supply of meisture and ehllincssin stock to be able to distri-
bute i3 uopleasant wares over next week, Itis to be hoped, however,
that the weather will keep fine for the coming week. The faces ¢ i trades-
people, especiully 1he drapers. grow veiry long 1ndeed, if the days pre-
ceeding show day and cup day happen to be wet, Carnival week 1s
ihe ore time in the year to which the drapers look ferward to, to
recoup themselves for the lorses caused by other seasunsof duilness, The
farmers and their feminine belosgings muster in great force in Christ-
church during show week. Bhow day is their great fesiival., Inorder to
putinan attractive appearancernpon the grounds that day ladies, young
and old, are prepared ta spend some money. Cup day and the Riccarton
lawn are the time and the place choren by our alistocralic belles to
make the great © hit ™ of the year in regard to showitg off elaborate
costumes, but to the hearts of our eountry cousins show day is
infinitely dearcr, as the frfe at which to exhibit their new tolettes to
their lady friends and make conquests of the otber rex. I tonk it
may be taken as an indication ol the returning tide ol prosperity,
that it is penerally aoticipated that business will be pretty brirk
duripg the coming week, The drapers shops are as busy as they can
be, and the hotels are making great preparations to meet the require-
mente of theinflux of heliday makers. must say I like to see all the
fuss, and bustle, and eager anticipation which people exhibit in
Christehuich in regard to the first weekh in November, and I bope
that the weather will keep fine, so that everyhody’s aspirations of
bappiness, whether in reference to pecuniary gain or pleasore may
be realised. Already numbers ot country pecple are in 1own ; Fatur-
day'strains brought advance contir gents from all parts of Canterbnry

In order to give eclaf to the gaieties of the week Bir William
Jerveis ig to visit Chrisichurch. He has promised bis patrooage to
goodness knows how many 1bings, be is to go to the sbow and inspect
the abnormally fatl cattle and sheep and agricaltural exhibits, bhe 13 of
courge, to witness the cup race and give tone to the assemblage upen
the lawn, Then he has promised to e present at the performance of
the “ Mikado,’ and to go tn Lancaster Park tesee the Fire Brigade's
pyrotechnic dieplay on Thursday week, In faet, therc 13 every
indication that this wech v Wiiliam will be a  very hard
worked Goveinor indeed. Io addition to all this, I belicve he
is to banquctted, Irobably at the crd of the week he will
come_to the eonclusion, that & Gosernor's lifeis by no mcansa happy
one. Most people in Christechurch regret wery much indeed that
this ia likely to be the last * great occasion,” to gquute =1~ &eore Grey,
upon which we shall have the genial Bir William amongst us, He s
popular here, as elsewhere in the Celony, and cveryone 15 sorry ic
jose him. He bas always been most coniteous and obliging in bestow-
ing his patronage, and has also been most impartial. 1t did not mat-
ter whetber the object for which bis patronage was apked was Catholic

or Protestant ; he was just as ready to attend one as the otter. His

puceessor may boast the possession of higher rank, but he will scarcely

‘l;e able to claim to be a more genial gentleman than Bir William
ervois.

I have heard the much-renowned and well-puffed Mies Lydia Von
Finkelstein, and I cannot say that I think a great deal of her, In tha
firat place, I diglike to see a woman npon the platform ; in the second
place she is not nearly such a clever and brilliant woman as I had
supposed her to be. Her lectures are somewhat shallow, and are
diefigured by more slangy expressions and comic bye-play than one
would expect to find in 1he address of a learned Arabic acholar such
a8 Miss Von Finkelstein professes to be, 3he is 4 good actrese, and
has great dramatic power. When representing the manners of the
pecple of Palestine aod giving some scene from their dmly life she is
at her best, Her explanation of some of 1he customs of the peuple
#8 bearing upon tex s of Seripiure were v ry inter. sting. She exp.ained
the parable uf the eager search of the womsn after the lost piece « £ pilver
and the rejoiciog of her neighbours over its discovery, by puinting out
that the lost piece of silver referred to io the (:ospel was evidently
one from n chain which the married women of Palestine wear to this
day. This chain contains ten pieces of silver like coins. It is the
marriage gift of ths husband to 1he wife, aod has somethiog the same
sgeificalion which the wedding-ring has in European lande, The losa
of one of tbese coins from this precioss chain, the preservation ot
which sigolfies fidelity to her marriage bond, is regarded by a woman
of Palestine as the greatcst misfortune and disgrace which conld be-
fall her. Hence the diligent search for ihe Jost piece of silver. This
view of the matter was challenged by a writer in oce of the daily
papers. He states that the reason why the piece of silver was of
such importence to the Palestine housewife, wag that it represented
sum of money, which, in those days, would have been of considerable
importance Lo poor people in Palestine in the station cf life of those
from among woom our Lord took his illustratiooe. For myself, T
think I prefer Miss Voa Finkelatein's cxplanation, In ber first
lacture another incident which I liked waa that amung the samples
which she was showing of the various articles of dress worn by the
men and women of Palesline. there was a garment “ wilhout senr,
woven from the top thronghout,” such ag was the coat our Saviour wore,
and for which the soldiers cast lots, not wishiog to rend the costly
vestare. A handsome berder was woven all round thelcoat, ard this
border. MizsVon Finkelstien said was the hem upon our Saviout’s robe,
to which allosion is made in the Bible. This species of garment ia
worn by the rich men of Palestine to tha day. It is made of the
finest camel’s bair and is very costly owing to its being woven * with-
out seam, Her explanation of how eur Bavigur, durning His poverty
on earth, came to wear 8o costly a garment, was that the  women
ministered to Him," and to show their love for Him wove for his nse
a costly coat of this kind. Some how, I thought tha: the exhibition
of this article of Hastern raiment carried coe'’s thoughts beck to the
earthly aojourn of our Lord and itg tragic close, more than any other
incident 1n Miss Von Finkelstein’s lecturz upon * The Haunts and
Homes of Jesus.”

The past has becn a very busy week at the pro-Cathedral. On
All Baints Day there were Muasses at 6, 8, and 10 o'clock, the last
being Pontifical High Mass., Father Halbwachs was deacon, Father
Marnane sub-deacon, Father Cummings assistant priest, and
Father Briand master of ceremonies His Lordship the Bishop
prerched a short sermoam from the throoe upon the festival
of the day, concluding with an appeal to the charity ¢ the
faithful on bebalf of the soula 1n purgatory. At the termination
of the ten o'clock service, a larg: numbar of school children were
received into the Holy Leapue of the Apostleship of Prayer and
Iaving Rosary by Father Cummings who invested them with tbe
badgesof tbe sodaliiy. Previously to the investiture Father Cummings
addressed & few words to the children vpon the advantages to be
derived from joining the League, and pointing out the slight oblige-
tion which membership entailed. In the evening there was solemn
Benediction by hus I ordship, followed by Vespers, aiter which the
altar was danuded of itsornamentation and the clergy, vested in black
copes and dalmatics, sulemniy chanted the Vespers for the dead.

On Friday 1here was commemoration of All Souls. It being the
first Fiiday n the mooth, a largs nomber of the members of the
Apostleship of frayer approached Holy Commumion at the esrly
Masscs, Ab ten o'clock there was solemn reguiem M ars, coram
episcopo.  Father Cummings was celebraot and Fathers Halbwachs
and Marpane. deacou and sub-deacon respectively, The choir
rendered tbe Gicgorian Misse Defunctorium. Brother Joseph waain
the choir and his fine voige ndded considerably to the effect of the
musical portion of the cercmontes, Fatber Briand also rendered
nssistance in 8 simisr manner, His Lordship pronounced the abaolu-
tion at the catafalgue, In the evempg ihe asual meeting of the
Apostleship of Prayer took place, The Bishop occupied the throne
and all the lacal clergy, incloding the new priest, Father Laverty,
cecupted seais in the sanctuary The congregation was not large.
The lev. Father Cummings preached a suort discourse, exhorting
members to de all in their power to assset the holy soalsin purgatory.
He poiuted out to bis hearers the practical means by which this
could be done.

In passing, Imay say that it is always pleasant to lieten to Fatber
Comming e eermons. He hes a strong, clear voice, and always uses
the very b-st English, He is ncver florid, but ia a forcible speaker,
He does not use a stiing ¢i words for the eake of produciog sound,
or for the purpose of - paading ' bis sermon.  In short, hia discourses
awe charasterised by tbree poruts which are very good in a preacher—
we is concise, bref, and practical,

On Friday night Faiher Cummings paid a well-leserved tribute of
respect to the memory of tbe late Father Reignier, who died lately ac
Napier, after a mussionary career of mearly 47 years, Father
Commings related a little instance of Father Beignier's life. This
incideqt, which was recorded by a Protestant journalist, goes to show
how sell-denyiog Father Heignier was, A few years ago he was on
a visit to Wairoa. e had just retarned to his lodgings atter a weary
day'a tosl 1n the discharge of the duties of hia sacred calling, After



