
venience, In the first place Sir James defined the limit of the Com-
missionas extendingonly to those charges and allegations made in
the action taken by Mr. O'Donnell, and to the persons so accused.
He further decided thatitdevolved upon Ihn Times to tender such
evidence as itmight have insupport of the chargesmade. Where the
Times, however, showed the particular weakness of its case, was in
the quibbling repliesof Mr.Graham its Ceunsel, to thequestioning of
the Judge regarding the substantiationof the charges. This occurred
on the reading by Sir Charles Russell, Mr. Parnell's Counsel, of pat-
sages from" Parnellism and Crime," showing the indefinite natureof
the chargesmade, andhis demand that plainlanguage instead of in-
sinuations should be employed. This demand wasmetby Mr.Graham
withan objection againstmaking the Times parlies to thesuit. "Tou
are here,"said Sir James Hannen, "representing the defendants in
the action. Do you propose to substantiate any charges ?

" "We
propose togiveyouall the evidence wecan," was theevasivereply. "Do
youpropose to substantiateanycharges,"againasked SirJamesHannen."We will give youevidence,answered Mr.Graham," which will tend
to substantiate the charges." On further examination the Counsel
could not tell whatcharges hereferred to,nor theparticular persons
against whomcharges were or could be made. Allhe waß able todo
in the matter was to accuse the organisation and to point out that
certain persons were mentioned in

"
Parnellism and Crime." Sir

JamesHannen,however, would not consent to remain content with
this,but gave itashis final opinion thatparticulars ofcharges should
be given, adding that,if the Tines did not give these particulars,it
wouldbe the duty of the Courtto oollect themfor themselves. Never
before, in fact,has such a case come before a tribunal, andneverhas
a tribunal been so constituted or so required to conduct a trial. The
plaintiff has no case, cannot d«fiae in what it is thatke kas been
ill-used.

—
The judge, who is judge and jury, prosecutorand detective,

all combined, is required to find out the offence that had been
committed, if offence therehas been:— to detect the criminal who
has committed itif such a criminal has any existence, and then to
arraign him and pronounce his guilt. The whole affair seems a
mockery not only of justice but cf common sense,of gravity, of all
that is respectable, and, among the wonders of the age, hardly a
greater onecan be found than that connected with the sanctionby
Parliament of such a farce.

Colonial Notes.
Anevent particularly interesting to invalids has occurred at Ashfield
in New South Wales. It must be especially comforting to those
persons who need the constant attendance of a doctor. Itseems that
for some years a gentleman, known as Dr. Edward Drummond, had
beenpracising in the locality. Dr. Drummond had a large clientage
t j whomhe had evidentlygivenmuch satisfaction, for hehad a massed
a considerable fortune. It turns out, however that Dr. Drummond
was nothimself at all butquite another sort of a person, who had
stolen the diplomas of the genuine Dr. Drummond, and turned
medical man inhis place. The Doctor has now disappeared,taking
withhim, besides his own money amounting to several thousand
pounds,a sum of £6000 belonging to his wife, whom he has left
behind, and whom he had also taken in, she being a most estimable
and respectablelady. It would be interesting, meantime, to receive
the testimony of Dr. Drummond's latepatientsas to the effects of the
medicines ordered by him, and which we may suppose at best to
have been rather harmless than eflcacious. Will the confidence of
invalids at Ashfield continue firm towards bread-pills?

The humanity of the secular system has just had an illustration
atParramatta where certainpupils of oneof the Government schools
have inflicted serious and most probably fatal injuries on a little boy
whom they accused of throwinga stone at them. Their treatment of
the child was barbarous in the extreme,and amounted to positive
torture, Only the most degraded and cruel minds could have
suggested it. But the absence of moral training makes everything
possible among the rising generation.

THE WEST-
MISSTEK

CONFESSION.

Wb should now know a gooddealmore about the
Westminster Confession than weever knew before
It has been discussed in a most open,not tosay a
loud and violent way,by the Presbyterian Synod
of Otagoand Southland,and, somany learned and

eminent divines havingbeen engaged in discussing it within our
hearing, it wouldbe natural toconclude that extremestupidity alone
oottldpreventany man's arriving atright conclusions. Arewe, there-
fore, in a position to pronounce a well-informed and settled opinion
"m the Westminster Confession, such as should fill the mind of a
ditciple whohadsat attentively atthe feat of a whole assembly of
learned and sapient Gamaliels. We acknowledge that such is not
the oats, and that weate in a complete maze,and, so to speak,do
mot know whether wearestanding on oar head oroar heels ia the
matter. Are we, for example,to receive as anauthority the light and
fattive Mr.Will, who takes Topsy for his pattern, and has set out
from the Confession, as from the State of Kentucky, with large
■argias torill up,not withblack flash and bone of course,but with
■piritualunderstanding, and expansioninrighteousness.

"
I'specks

I've growed,"pleasantly observes Mr. Will, in affirminghis right to
depart,always in the straight direction, from the Confession of Faith,
■csigned thirty-five yearsago. Don't bother me, replies Diomede to
oW Nmtor'a boastful prosing. We're tea time? bstter men
th«n ever our fathers were. Could the fathers of the
Kirk return, they must recognise in the Key. Mr,
Will a man of many times their stature. Shall we then take the
light-hearted, pleasant-tongued, highly -sxpauded Mr. Wnl for our
teacher, or must we'return into the pastand take up our position
behind, let us say,the conservative and archaic, if not completely
fossil,Mr. A.C. Begg? Mr;Begg expandor depart from the measure
of the elders. He wouldburst first, and the Kirk wouldhe spattered
all over with disjecta membra breathing indignantly the odour of
outragedsanctity. Mr. A. C. Bogg is ready to go back in spirit and
eit in condemnation oncemore on that Hemphill, whose case, as Dr.
Duiilop, Professor of Theology, informs us, was decisive over one
hundred and fifty yeara ago as to the impossibility of salvation for
theheathen,oroathatofoneProfessorBimp9OD,who, someyearsbefore,
waspronounceda hereiic for holdiog that all infants dying in their
infancy might be saved. Mr. Beggand the fathers are at one. No
State of "Kintuck" for hint, no spiritualexpansion,nogrowth ia
anything, no salvation for the heathen, but perdition without stint or
modification for unelect babies. Verily the fathers of theKirk taught
Christian doctrines with a vengeauca andquite as vengefnlly do those
who walk in the fathers' steps maintain them. On the whole, then
perhaps it is just as well to remain in some degree of confusion with
regard to the Westminster Confess.on. Thoroughly tounderstand it
amd enter into its spirit would hardly haveanimproving influence on
the Christian mind. Therefore, illogical as their position may be,let
us congratulate those members of the Synod who have followed with
Mr.Will and"growed

"
pleasantly and with jollity in broadermould— leaving to their less fortunatebrethrena hide-boundcondition that

is grim andrelentless. The lesson we have derived from the discui-
Bion of the Synod bears on the impossibility for falsehood to stand the
test of time or toprove of lasting influence.

— "For if this counsel or
this work," saysGamaliel," be of men, it will come tonought."

His Eminence the Cardinal Archbishop is expected (o return to
Sydney by the R.M.S.JCuzco. His Eminence will bring out with
him a large reinforcement of priests and Sisters of Morcy for the
missions of the diocese.

By the death of Mr.Robprt Butcher, Sydney has lost one of her
naest respected citizens, and the Catholic community a deservedly
esteemed member. Mr. Butcher, who wasa nativeof Lancashire,
England, came to the colony some thirty or thirty-rive years ago, and
by his energy,perseverance,and uprightness raised himself speedily
to a p"omincDt position, whichhe sustaiaed with honour. His loss is
greatly regretted. Much uneasiness also prevails as to the possible
results of a severe attack of illness from which the Eight Hon.
William BeieDalley issuffering.A COMICAL

TBIBUNAL.

The openingof the Parnell CommissiononMonday'
September 17, was not attended by any very bnl*
liant promise of 6uccess on the part of the Times
In fact,if in this case nlso the old rule holds good

that coming events cist their shadows before, the defeat of the
Times might have been confidently predicted. The Judges, or at
least (Sir James Hannen, the President of the Commission, showed a
disposition toact with impartiality, and did not make any effort to
favour the Times or to fall in with arrangements lo suit its con-

The Rev. Father Kavanagh 0.P.,in a lecture delivered by him
the other eveniog on Father Tom Burke took occasion, in alluding to
Father Tom's defence of his country in America, to claim for the
priesthood their fall right to take part as citizens in politics. In
referring to the attitude of Australia towardsthe Irishcause, the rev.
lecturer gave it as the results of his personalexperience, that Mr.
Parnell, whose vindicationof his character he lookedupon aacertain,
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it,wasparticularly iignificant. There the various trades and labonr
organisations were brought into contact with one another, and had
the opportunity of personally judging of one another's qualifications
"ad becoming impressedby mutual confidence and respect. There
was among these men, moreover, no wild suggestion of anarchic
Motions,novisionary incentives to form a Utopia baaedonSocialistic
theories, nor any of the fads and fancies that wehear occasionally
propounded in our own colonies. Declarations of contentment
withand adherence to theirownexcellentConstitution andof a desire
to see all such abuses asmight exist amended inaccordance with
itl provisions were what was heard from them. All tbeir conduct
was that of moderate, sensible, men, onwhom a nationmight well
depend withconfidence for its future. Itis to these msn. therefore,
welook togive apattern to the world,and todiscoverandinsist upon
the remedy for every abuse thataffects the working-man's position.
The workiag-manof America whorepudiates all sympathy with the
anarchic masses of ContinentalEuropeand whois emancipatedfrom
the dependent, timorous, spiritof the working-man of Great Britain
ii the hope of the modern world,and must prove the champion to
overthrow the sweating system andeveryother evilof the kind.
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