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Dunmtre;or, The Baysof ths Land League, by Louisiana Murphy
Dublin:M. H. Gill and Son.

This is the libretto of an opera written on the subject named ia the
title. The idea of the work is a happy one andit has been well
carried out. The plot which centres in the return of an absentee
landlord tohis estate and his perplexity anddisgust at rinding the
altered condition of things there is interestingand diverting, and the
dialogue is bright and humorous in the extreme. The verses,
especially, of which the greater part of the opera necessarily consists,
are clever ina marked degree and many witty pointsare made in
them. The writer, however, haß hadahigher object in view than
that of giving an hour's amusement toa reader or an audience, and
has undertaken her task with the intention of adding her mite to the
contributions due by everyIrish man and Irish woman inaidof the
National cause. This she has succeeded in doing in a manneraa
racy as it isoriginal and which only requires to be made sufficiently
prjminent tomeet with the admiration it deserves.'"

Ireland's Wrongs Righted or the Present against the Past
"

is
a pamphlet which contains a lecture delivered at Invercargill by Mr.
Thomas Denniaton inreply toa lecture delivered there previously by
the Rev. F. W. Isitt. If this lecture be an answer to Mr. Isitt,
however, Mr. Isitt must be easily answered. It is simply a feebly
attemptedrehash of arguments that have been exposed and refuted
a hundred times over whenput forward in their full force by people
capable of dealing with them. In Mr. Denniston as a lecturer on
Irish affairs wehaveevidently a man who does not understand his
own feeling9talking aboutmatters of which he is incapableof baing
anythingbut igaorant— which, in fact, he has not faculties to com-
prehendmuch less to explain,and theresult is whatmightbe expected.
Mr. Denniston may attempt to answer Mr. Isitt,but toanswer Mr.
Dennißton we couldhardly call on any one out of long clothes who
might not be offended at the summons.

CATHOLIC NEWS.

We havebeen requestedto publish the following asbearingon anin-
teresting question of the day :—:

—
TO THE EDITOE OP THE

"
DAILT TIMES."

Sir,— With your permissionIwould like to place before your
readers a few ideas suggestedby reading several of your leaders on
or in relation to the land question, published during the last few
weeks. Ihave less diffidence inaddressing youon this subject, asI
am satisfied that you thoroughly appreciate its importance in regard
to the influence which a wise adjustment of the difficulties which at
present ?xist between owners ani occupiersof land is certain tohave
on our future prosperity, and th.it the adjustment in the public
interests of these difficulties must soon be one of themost important
matters for Parliament to' deal with;and it is with the hope that
other3possessedof more leisure, knowledge,and ability may devote
these useful qualities to the service of the public by thoroughly dis-
cussing this subject, sothat a just and efficient means maybe found
to remove thepresent and prevent future deadlocks arising between
owners andoccupiersof land thatIaddress you. In your leader of
the Bthdealing with this question, you conclude that because one of
our largest money lending institutions has decided to cut its losses
allour difficulties will wo k right by the force of circumstances. In
this Icannot agree with you. Your idea presupposes that outside
capitalists, induced by low prices, will come in and purchase the
properties of bankruptoccupiers in thehands of money lenders. Yon
overlook the tact that the same causes which have produced the
collapsehere have had the same effects elsewhere, and tnatbargains,
orwhat would have been considered such in times past, are now to
be hadall over the world, in such localities as have been depending
on the Bri ish markets toconsume theirsurplusproduce. Outside ot
the difficulty of obtaining tne parties with the necessary means to
purchase theseproperties,you are apparently unconcerned. The fact
that present occupiers have in many cases invested the labours of a
lifetime in making a home for themselves and families, and which
they will lose, should your idea of new menbe carried out,isperhaps
toosentimental in its nature to be worthy of consideration ;but it is
well worth the public's while to consider whether they willjnot more
speedily put anend to the difficulty by granting present occupiersa
secure tenure at reasonable ieuts, than by taking their chance of
capturing 6tray capitalists whomay wander to our shores.

Judging from oneportion of yLur leader in your issue of October
8, where you sa>,rcfemng to moitpages, "Itis pa'eiit they have the
light to do wbai they plea ewith their own," you are evidently of
the O[ mi m that th're would bjaniujustico in cotnpplhng them to
accept scch arrangements with the occupiers of their properties as
Parliament mij,'ht direct. luo not tomk that thequestionot justice
or injustice to landlords m compelling them to take a fair rent is
woitti while discussing, with the tact staringus in the face that the
British Parliament has passed laws giving to tenants, both in lielnnd
and Scotland, power to compel landlords to reduce their rentsto i'dir
bums, ignoring any previouscontract. Our Paihameut, in passing a
Tenants'and Mortgagor's Relief Hill, would ha~e an vi questionable
piecedent to justify them, and asmatters now stand, the only questions
to bed? batedare

— would such an act be a benefit to th-: general
public ;and, if so, what form should it take. That the excessive sums
paid inmany casesby the occupies of land. eith'T in the shape of
rent or inteiesi ,aie acting as a restriction on trade isjundeniable;
aud that a reducti- n on *uch payaieuts would act as a stirauL-tnt to
the agricultural interests, I think you will admit. Why, then,
should we not have a uuasure to grant such relief as is required?
1hose, you will sa),whohavelent usmoney wouldnot like it. Very
likely not ; but can we aftord to bacntice the public inteiest, con-
sidering the heavy public obligations we have incurred, and which
must be fulfllkd at a.l costs, in the interestsofa few private firms or
individuals? KoreanIsee why they should object. The Bank of
New Zealand basset an example ot straightforwardness to be com-
mended, in appointing commissioners to ascertain t!c true value of
their securities, whichacuun many institutionsinour midst woulddo
well to lmitat". A public La-id Court would do that for others, which
thebank will doubtless finItoilsadvantage tohavedonefor ueelf Tbat
tLe public weltare isat pre c nbeing sacrificed in the lntetent of spilt
miik there ihnot a doubi. Your stiongest argumentngain-t the Fair
Rei_t a.d Pr cc of Laud Bill p.i-sjJ by Iv Huusj ot llepics niativud
last session was that it wouki be too expensive, in suppjrt of which
obje-ct on you quote All. Couitncy —

<in auth ruy v, ell worthy of
respect ;but thue is one feature which the practical \voiking ot this
act inliela id has s'o "vn, <_ yen under the very unfavorable circum-
s anct.s which exist tveri1. This. is the large number ot c ises in
which landlords aud tenants have com > to au arrange,nout without
the assistance id the comt. 1hat this v\ould be the caseheieinmost
casts iscertain were occupiers ullands put inaposition tomeet their
l^hdloidson cqu il term *.
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'iMon on tnequestimof Freetrade v. Protec-
tion jdx strongiy opp )eed I'rotceUuu ou ihe grounds that it would
laise ihe cost ot pioduetiona to farmers of tutir produce, thereby
hauuicapping them in competing in the British markets. In this
matter, no doubt, you wereorrcet,but to judge by your action in
relerence to the Fair Rent and Price of LiudBill, one would be
inclined to conclude that you did not think rent a factorof any con-
sequence inaffecting the cost of production.

It is Btated tbat theEmpressof Brazilhas gone on a pilgrimage
to the shiine of the Lourdea to ofLr thanks for the restoration of
Dom Pedro's health.

We se: it stated in several journals that the Sisters of Charity
arebetter treated than any o»her of the Mahdi's European prisoners
at piea.tnt mKhartoum. Pioiid and noble women, their labours every-
where c'jinmanlrespect ami admiration.

Dr.Foley. the grandson of an Irish, rebel who fought at Vinegar
Flill, and the son of a later day p itriot, has been appointed by his
Holiness to the see of Detroit, and Rev. J. J. Hennessey, a sterling
Irishman, has been (electedhs Bishop of Wichita.

Lady Florence Dixie's husband, Sir Beaumont Dixie, has been
received into tie Catholic Churcn.

Geneial Snerman's son, who is a member of the Society of Jesus,
will next yetr be ordained priest.

Reports ot the plague. -stricken metropolis of Florida state that
the Pries's andSisteis irmain nobly at their pons, ever ready to
care for the sick anIcomfort the dying. Such reports do not
awaken surprise.

Itmay not be generally known tbat Miss Mary Stanley,sister of
the ftimoui Dean titauley of Westminster, became a Catholic, andde-
voted lieisa'f to work among the London poor.

It is stated ia the T/nursoi Philadelphia, th-it the Cat'iolic Church
ba«, in toat City, by us 1-ist directory sixcy-eight bc'iooN, and in
tnese education is given to 25,000 boys and gnls,or a'moat one quarter
the number received in the public schools.

The Patriarch of the O.itho'ic Armiuiaip. Sloneigneur Azarian,
has hadastonishing success iv inducing ihas.hi»ma icaiof his country
(o return to the one fjld. Duringthe Ust six months thirty thousand
have become couverta to the Chuich, including entice villages.

The Pope has instructed the Papal Nuncio at Brussels to aid
Cardinal Lavigene to cjnvoko an international conference on the
suppression ofslave trading. His H jhnesspromises tosend delegates
to the co' ferenc-;.

The C-itho ieBishops of Germanyassembled a' Fulda havesigned
an address to toe hope, in which they severely attack ihjcl,tuse3 in
tha new Italian penal code regarding abuses by the clergy, The
Archbishops of Cologne aid Foaenare among the signers.

Like Cardinal Manning, the Bishop of Aiadndhas publicly con-
demned the attitude ot the Ivlaa Goverumcat towards ilia Pope
and the articles of the new Penal Law lefemng to the clergy.

A committee of llluatiiius Catholics ii Brussels racene every
day numcrjus subscriptions ia aid of Cardinal Lmgene's crusade
against slavery. Ilia Eminence has repaired to Maestricht to give
his blessing to fifteen youn^ laiies on their entranceinto the Convent
of Missions Ijiequatorial Alrica.

Hie ■'Vraie. Fiance"' sa.,s that his Eminence, the CardinalArch-
bishopof We-trum-iter, in leceivmg a number c.f Catholic students
from the Freucti ficuliien, said that iv England, ttie Catholic religion
enjoyed a liberty that France must envy, bat that English Catholic3
were far frombeing able to carry out such magnificent undertakings

Friday,November 9,1888. NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
A high price for landhas alwaysbeen looked upon by the New

Zealand press as cause to rejoice. Why this should be ho, from a
public pointof view,Icannotunderstand. That ia thepast ourland
has been over-valuedis undeniable,and that thereisanything at pie-
sent to justify the hope that in the near future high prices will
be justifiedIcannot see, andIthink it is theduty of everyonewho
has the welfare of the Colony atheart todeprecateanything in the
shape of a boomin land,however anxious money lenders maybe to
bring suchabout.

—
Iam, etc.,

October 30. NATIVE.

wounded to the death. Deeply dejected,torn,maimedand exhausted,
thesurvivorsgot themback to theirdesolate forest homes;and,maybe,
the God thatsees fie to let themliveprovidedanadequatemeal before
toe moon had set.

For, mark you, those wolves, without exactly appreciating the
fact, hadachieved a great andsplendid work. They had brought to
the surface much thai is noble in humanhearts; they had in two
short minutes done that which years of time might not have done;
they haddestroyed a bitter feudand built uponits ruins a friendship
which will stand while the friends htive life.
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