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wounded to the death. Deeply dejected, torn, maimed and exhansted,

the survivors got them back to their desolate forest homea ; and, mayhe,

the God that gees Bt to let them live provided an adequate meal before
he moon baq set.

For, mark you, those wolves, wlthout exactly appreciating the
fact, had achieved a great and splendid work. They had brougat to
the svrface much that is noble in human hearts; they bad in two
short minutes dene that which years of time might not have done;
they bad destroyed a bitter feud and bailt npon its ruins a friendship
which will stand while the friends have life,

THE LAND QUESTLON,

e
WE have been requested to publish the following as bearing on an in-
teresting question of the day :—

TO I'HR EDITOE OF THE “ DAILY TIMES."

Sir,—Wilh your permission I would like t2 place before your
readers a few 1deas suggested by reading several of your leaders on
or 10 relation to the land guestion, published during the last few
weeks, I have less diffidence in addressing you on this subject, ag I
am eatisfied that yon thoroughly appreciate its importance 1n regard
to the influence which a wise adjustment of the difficulties which at
present zxist between owners ani occupiers of land 1s certain to bave
on oor future prosperity, and th:t the adjustment in the public
interests of these difficulties must soon be one of the most important
matters for Parliament to” deal with ; and it 13 with the hope that
otbers possessed of more leisure, keowledge, and ability may devote
‘hese useful qualities to the service of the public by thoroughly dis-
cussing this subject, so that a just and efficient means may be found
to remove the present and prevent future deadlocks arising between
ownerd and occupiers of land that I address you, In your leader of
the 8th dealing with this questicn, you conclude that becanse one of
our largest money lending institutions bhas decided to cut its losses
all cor difficolties will wo k right by the force of circumstances. In
this I cavnot agree with yon, Yoor idea presupposes that outside
capitalists, induced by low prices, will come in and purchase the
properties of baokrupt occupiers in the bands of money lenders, Yon
overlook the fact that the same causes which have produced the
collapse here have bad the same effects elsewhere, and taat bargains,
or what wonld have been considered such in times past, are now o
be nad all over the world, 1n such localitiez as have been depending
on the Bri ish markets to consume their surplus produce. Cutside ot
the difficalty of obtaining tne parties with the necessary means to
purchase these properties, you are apparently unconcerned. The fact
that present occuplers have in many cases invested the labours of a
lifetime 1n making o home for themselves and families, and which
they wiil lose, should your idea of new men be carried out, is perbaps
too sentimental in its pature to be worthy of consideratior ; but itis
well worth the public's while to consider whether they willjuot more
speedily put an end to the difficulty by grantiog present occupiers a
secure tenure at reasonable reuts, than by taking their chance of
capturing stray capitalisls who may wander to our shores.

Judging from coe porticn of your leader in your issue of Oclober
%, where you say, referning to mortgages, * It1s patect they have the
1ight to do wtat they ples e with therr own,” you are evidently of
the o moin that there would beanivjusties in compelling them to
accept such arrangemeats with the cecupiers of their properties as
Parllament might direct. Tao net toink that the questron of justice
or 1njustice to landlords 11 compelling them to take a fair rentis
woitth while discussing, with the tact starnng vs in the face rhat the
Briueh Parliament bag passed Jaws giving to tenants, both in Iieland
and Seotland, power to compel tandiords to reduce their rentsto Lar
sums, ignering any previows contrict.  Our Parhameuwt, in passior a
Tenants' and Mortgazor's Lehef Bill, would bave an w questiwnable
precedent to justify them, and as matiers now stand, the only questionsy
to be debated are—would such an act be a beaefit to th: pegeral
pubhic ;and, if 8o, what formn shonld 1t take. That the excessive sums
pald in many cases by the occupiers of land, eithor in the shape of
rent or tnteres!, ule acting As a reetriction un trade isjundemisble ;
and that a reducty 1 on such payments wonld act ag a stimulant 1o
the agrculiura!l 1uterests, | think you wul admit,  Why, tben,
should we not have a moasure 1o graat such reliet as i3 required?
1hose, you will say, who have lent usmoney would not hiket. Very
Lksly pot; butcau we aftord to sacrilice Lthe public mnterest, con-
stdering the heavy publte obhigations we have incurred, and which
must be fulfilled at a.l costs, 1u the 1ntercats of a few private firms or
jndividuals? Nor ean L sce why they ehould object. The Bank of
New Zealand bas sct an example ot straightforwardness to be com-
mended, 1n appointing commissioners to ascertain t! ¢ true value of
their secuntigs, which aciion many justitutionsin our midst would do
well o 1mitate. A public Land Court would do that for others, which
the bank witldoubtiesafin i tolisadvautage to have doge for tteelf That
tre public wellare 1s al pre ¢ bewg sacrificed in the intereat of aptit
mik there 18 not a donbt.  Yoeur strongest argument agamn- £ the Faie
Kot a.d Pree of Land Bill passed by ha House of Repivg niativag
last vession was that it woenle be oo expensier, in support of which
object on you gquote Mi. Cowrtney—on auth rity well worthy of
respect ; but thee 19 one feature whieh the practical working ot this
act 1 Lielard bas 8 own, cven under the very unfavouranle circom-
8 ancws whiel exist ther,  This 1» the large number or cises in
whick landlords and tenants have com» to au arrapsgen-.nt withoot
the a-sistance of the comrt, 1hat this would be the case here in most
cies 18 certaln were cecuplers ol lands putin a position to meet therr
1si.dlotds on cqu ol ter ..

Dygagnir the ute discussion on the questin of Freetrade v. Protec-
nbn youx strongy cppoeed Protection on the grounds that it weuld
raise he cust of preductions to farmers of todr produce, thereby
hanuicapping them in competing in the British markers. In this
matler, no doubt, FOU were carreet, but to Jadge 't)y your action in
reterence to the Fair Rent and Price of Laud Bill, one would be
iclived to conclude that you did not think rent a factor of any con-
sequence in affecting the cost of production,

A bigh price for land has always been looked upon by the New
Zealand press as cause to rejrice. 'Why this should be so, from a
public point of view, I cannot nnderstand. That in the past out land
bas been over-valued is undeniable, and that there is anythiog at pre-
gent to justify the hope that in the near future high prices wnll
be justified I casnot see, and I thiok it is the daty of everyone who
has the welfare of the Cuolony at heart to deprecate anything in the
shape of a boom in land, however anxions money lenders may be to
bring such about.—1I am, etc.,

October 30. NATIVE,

BOOK NOTICES.
e e -
Dunmere ; or, The Days of the Land League, by Louisiana Murphy
Dablin : . H. Gill and 8on.

THIB is the libretto of an opera writtea on the subject named in the
title. The idea of the work is a bappy one and it has been well
carried out, The plot which centres in the return of am mbeentee
Jandlord to his estate and his perplexity and disgust at finding the
altered condition of things there is Interesting and diverting, and the
dislogue is bright and humorous in the extreme, The verses,
especially. of which the greater part of the opera necesgarily conasiets,
are clever in a marked degree and many witty peints are made in
them, The writer, however, has bad a bigher object in view than
that of giving an hour’s swusement to a reader or an audience, and
bas undertaken ber task with the intention of adding her mite to the
contributions due by every Irish man and Irish woman in aid of the
National cause. Thig she has succeeded in doing in 2 manner ae
racy as it 18 original and which only requires to be made sufficiently
prominent te meet with the admiration 1t deserves.

“ Ireland’s Wrongs Righted or the Present agninst the Past™ ia
a pamphlst which contaios a lecture delivered at Invercargill by Mr,
Thomas Denninaton in reply to a lecture deliveredl there previously by
the Rev, F. W, Isitt, I this lectura be ao answer to Mr. Isitt,
however, Mr, Isitt must be easily answered. It 18 simply rn feebly
sttempted rehash of arguments that have been exposed and refuted
& hundred times over when put forward in their fuli force by peopla
capable of dealing with them. In Mr. Deaniston a8 a lesturer on
Irgh affairs we have evideatly a man who does not understand hia
own feelings talking about matters of which he is incapable of bsing
anything but igoorant—which, in fact, he bhas not faculties to com-
probend much less to explain, and tbe result is what might be expected,
Mr. Denniston may attempt to answer Mr. Isiit, but to answer Mr,
Denniston we could hardly eall on any ons out of long clothes who
might not be offended at the summons.
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CATHOLIC NEWS.

1t ig stated that the Empress of Brazil hargone on a pilgrimage
to the shiine of the Lourdes to off.r thanks for the resioration of
Dom Pedro's health.

We re a1t stated in several journals that the Histers of Charity
are better treated than any other of the Mahdi's European prisoners
at prezont m Khartoum.  Piows and noble women, their laboura evary-
whers commman 1 respeet and admiration,

Dr. IFoley. the grandson of an Erish rebel who fought at Vieegar
Hill. and the son of a later day patriot, has been appointed by s
Holiness to the see of Datrot, aud Rev. J. J. Hennessey, a sterling
Irishman, has been telected s Bishep of Wichita,

Lady Florene: Dixie’s hugbanl, Sir Beaurmont Dixie, has been
reemived into the Cathohe Couren,

Genelal Soermaa’s son, who is & member of the Society of Jesus,
will next year be ordained prieat.

Repurts ot the plague-stricken metropolia of Florida state that
the Pries's and Sieters remain nobly at their poits, ever ready to
eare fur the sk anl comfort the dywy. Buch reports do not
awaken surprise.

It may oot be generally knowu that Miss Mary Stanley, siater of
the famous Dean dianiey of Westiloster, became u Uatholhic, and de-
voted herse'l to work amoeng the London puor.

It 1s stated ia the Lvmes of Poiladelphia. thit the Catholic Charch
has, in that City, by 115 last directory sixey-eight schools, and 1o
these education 18 p1ven to 25,000 boys and girls, or a'most one qaarter
thie number received 10 the public schools.

Tte Palriarch of the Catho'ic Armoeuinis. Moneigneur Azarian,
has had astunishing suceess ininducioy thz s hiema 1cs of his country
to return to the one £51d,  Durog ihe last six mootbs thirty thousand
have b2cums couverts to the Chuieh, 1ncluding entite villages,

The Pope has instructed the Papal Nuoocio at Brussels to aid
Cardinal Lavigenie o conveke an internatwnal confergnce on tha
suppression of gluve tradiog,  His Holiness pronus.s tosend delegates
to the cor ference,

Theatho ic Bishops of Germany assambled a* Fulda bave signed
an address to tee tope, in which they ssverely witack 1thselauses in
the new Itulian penal colde rezarding abuses by the ctergy, The
Archbshopa of Cologae aad Posen are among the signers,

Like Cardinal Manuiag, the Bishop of sadnid bas publiely con-
demned the attitude of the [ta1aa Goverumeat towards iliz Pope
and the articles of the new Pensl Law 1eferning to the clergy.

A commttec of illustiius Catholics i Brussels rscene every
day nurwerous subseriptions 1o aid of Cardinal Lavigerie’s crusade
against slavery.  I{ts Humineoce has repaired to Maestricht to give
hig blessing tu lifteen youny ialies on ther entraonc: into the Coovent
of Missione L vquaterial Afriea.

1he Vraie Fiane: 7 sa, s that ns Eminence, the Cardinal Arek-
bishop of Westminster, in teceiving a number of Catholic students
from the Freoen faculites, saul that 10 Eagland, tue Catholic religion
enjoyed a Liberty that France must envy, but that Knglish Catholics
were far from being able to carry out such magnificent uodertakings



