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AT HOMHE AND ABROAD.

THE revelations recently made concerning the pre-
THE SWEATING valence of the sweating system in Dunedin, Christ-
BYSTEM . church, and Auckland, are euch as mmnst fill the
. mind of every honourable man with shame and
alqrm. Here in the colony, not nearly a century old, and yet evile
prevailin it, that are theopprobrium of countries aged many cen-
turfes. But do we not blame the centuries often in the wrong, im-
puting to their moaldering decay the fungus growth that is 1he
fruits of rotienness newly generated? We are too apt to console
ourselves by blaming the past for evils that exist, but which, in truth,
are the effect of present meanness, and selfishness, and hardness of
heart, It is not necessary, for example, to look back to feadal times
for the origin of that imsatiable desire to have work cheaply
done, which is one of the cnaracteristica of the present day. We
need logk no further for its fount and origin than to tha baseness of
the homan nature that everyone of us bears in his ewn person, and
which, unless it be curbed, and disciplined, and practised in the ways
of Lhonour sud uprightness, must bs prolific in all that is bass and
bad. Onthe contrary, if we look to the world's past, we shall find
examples that might put the present sordid age to shame. To what
was the developement of the arts due in the middle ages, but to the
generosity and bounty of the princes and great nobles who patronised
and supported the artists 7 Had they looked for cheapness as ths chisf
thing, and coneidered that their duty and highest virtue lay in sparing
their purees, the world would have suffered severely, and its civilisa-
tion woutd have been retarded. But they considered the workman
worthy of his hire, and honoured and rewarded him. We are
told many tales of their cruelty; of the tarrible doings that took
place when the lord ¢f the manor had the right and power of lie
and death over his vassals, But, ecomparing them with our modera
society, whose wealthier classes have nosuch right, but withoutit,
virtually, in many cases exercise such a powoer, perhapa the advactage
lies with the lords of the feudal ages. That the gwealing system,
therefore, kas obtained a fwoiing, and even a firm kold, in this new
ceuntry of ours, though it may be a subject for regret, is not one for
astonishment, We do not, in fact, know of any place in the world
where the soil is better prepared for such an ugly growth than in
these colonies. We know of no place in which the worship of wealth
is more barsfaced or more abject. Bome eminent visitor to these
colonies—the late Mr, Trollope, if wo remember aricht—in writing
of what he had seen, gave it as his opinion that what he called * hat-
worship * was unknown here—bis meaning boing that the poor man
did not take off his hat in the presence of the wealthy man. But if
the poor man among us keeps his hat on his head in the preseace of
the weaithy man, his superior, it is becanss he lacks the good manners
that diatingoigh bie class elsewhere. The abjection of his mind in
the presencs of wealth is not less, but often much greater, than what
it ia elsewhere—and tbere is no part of the world where wealth, and
wealth alone, withount one singla worthy or respectable quality to back
it, obtains a greater degree of worship. Bat where the weslthy man
is all-powerful and the poor man abject and depeandent, systems lika
the sweating sysiem must fourish and increase, As to the canses of
the sweatingy system, apart from the desire that exists ia the base
and selfish minl to make ad great a profit as poasib'e of the neigh-
bour—forgetful of tbe awfui trath that one of the sius whick cry to
heaven for vengeance ia that of defranding the labotrsr of his hire-—
his juat hire, the traoe workhk of his work and not the pittance that a
dire necessity may perhape force him to accspt, it would be ne 8asy
tagk to trace them closely and completely. Something is probably
due to the effects produced by machinery ; the theory being that
labour is thus Liberated from certain purscits to fiad a ready occupa-
tiou in others, but the fact being apparently that the labour thus
liberated finds norteady occupation, butis obliged to accept starvation
waged wherever they may offier, Machinery, for inatance, often gives
employment to children and sends men and women to look for it
where it is not to be fonnd. The problem of the machine agaiast
thke man, in short, is one which still remains te be solved, and whose
solution, moreover, cannot be much longer delayed. Something also,

]
perbaps, is doe to the multiplied wants of modera houssholds, which
require an outlay that, in the xsjority of cases, it is not always easy
to provide for, Many caunges, Do doubt, contribute to & result that (s
deplorable beyond description, But as we have eaid, the moral cauee
is the principal one. Itexists in tha meanness and selfishness—from
which the working clasges that themselves the sufferers are by
no meane free—that take nothiog :ato eongideration but their own
gratification, and whioh too often, unfortunately, ate loocked upon sa
admirable qualities—prudence, thrilt, and all the rest of it. The
aweating eystem &b oor doors givea us good reason for humility, and,
le t us hope, & spur towarde repentance and amendment,

A sIDE light has been thrown on the conditica of
A QUEER things in Italy by recent events in America, which
1M PROVEMENT, bringsinto strong relief the benafits of the improved
réginte. Among the details of cheap allen labour
in New York brought out by the Committee appointed by Congroms
to inquire into the matter, about the worst have been those relating
to the eituation of 1he Italian immigrants, Here is an exemple :—
“ Marie Fadrizi, an Italian wife, who, altbough but 17 years of sge,
has had tbree children, was placed oo the stand toshow the wreichad
eondition of and low wages earned by people of her clasa, Bhe came
from Bessa, Italy, seven years ago, and was married in thiscity three
years ago, Her husband works on a farm somewhers out of the city,
Heors is one of four familias that live together in four rooms in & tene.
ment house, No, 116. Mulberry street. There are filteen paople living
in fonr rooms. They all use the one kitchen, which ia the only recom
in which there is & window openiog to the outer air. From the sleep-~
ing rooms windows open to the hallway, Five poople sleep in the
small room that she occupies. Bhe works as a finisher on men's
ciothes, and is paid ten cents a dazen garments. By working bard
from 5 p’clock ia the morning wntit 10 o’clock at night she is enabled
to earn 40 cants, and she is perfectly satisfied with this, and would
rather live in Mulberry streat as sha does than return to Italy.—
Catherine Fadrizi, the sister-in-law of the laat witness, teatified that
she also lives in the house 116 Mulberry street. 8he is employed at
wzwiog collars on men’s coats, She does not have steady work, sha
said, bat when sbe has work she toils from 3 o'clock in the morning
until 11 o'clock at night to earn from 40 to 50 cents aday, Qo some
days when har children are sick or troublesome she rises at 2 o'olock
in the morning." — But. notwithetanding all this, the testimony of the
women was that they preferred their present condition to that ia
which they had lived at home. They did not desire to go back to
Italy, they said, the country having no attractions for them :—*1f 1
can get three dozen coats to do a day 1 am satisfied and ean sapport
my two children,” said Catherice Fadriri. But what muost ba
the state of things in Italy whem that thus brought to lightin
g0 far praferable to it, Italians America i preferring to smbmit to
thesa bardships in addition to exile from their native land? The
immigration, meantime, goes on, aad this year over 50,000 more un-
fortunates have beea expelled from their country to crowd thess dens
of the New York swesters. What, then, we ask once more, must ba
the atate of Italy under the reign of union and freedom and the im-
proved conditions of the period ?

OUR only hope, meantime, for tha annihilation of

THE COMING the sweating system lies in the working-men them-
CHAMPION, &elves, Not the working men of the Australagian
Oolonies, however, who seem unfortunately very

unfitted for any task of the kind, and who, so far as they show any
disposition to act in nnion at all, ere apparently dispomed to yield
themselves up as blind and uodiscriminating followers to leaders ag
blind and undiscriminating as themselves, and often to become the
tools and dupes of men with the proverbial bee in their bounets, Qur
hope is in the working-men of America, The old story tells us that,
if the horse knew his own strength, man could never make a servant
of him, and the working-man is something like the horse, Were he
aware of bis true standing-place and capsble of making proper uss
of hia powers, no abuse could affect his position. Itis the signa that,
in tha United States, he is rapidly attaining to all he needs, that we
hail a8 & token of progress and a hopeful earnest for the immadiate
future, The celebration which tosk place, for exsmple, in all tha
great cities of the Statea on Beptember 3, Labour Day, ad they call



