
perhaps,is due to tha multiplied wantsof modera households, which
requirean outlay that, ia the majority of cases,it is not always easy
toprovide for. Many causes,nodoubt, contribute toa result thatii
deplorablebeyond description. But aswehave said, themoralcame
is theprincipalone. Itexists in thameannessand selfishness

—
from

which the working classes that themselves the sufferers areby
nomeans free

—
that take nothing uto considerationbut tbeirown

gratification, and whioh tooolten,unfortunately, are lookeduponat
admirable qualities— prudence, thriit, and all the rest of it. The
sweating system at oardoors gives us good reasonfor humility, and*
le tus hope,a spur towards repentance aadamendment.

A QUEER
IKPBOVBMENT.

A bids light has been thrown on the condition of
things in Italyby recent eventsinAmerica, which
brings into strongrelief thebenefit!of theimproved
regime. Among the details of cheapalien labour

in New Yorkbrought omt by the Committee appointedby Congrew
to inquire into thematter,about the worst have been thoserelating
to the situation of the Italian immigrants. Here is anexample:—"MarieFadrizi,an Italian wife, who,although bat 17 years of age,
has had three children, wasplacedon thestand toshow the wretched
condition of andlow wagesearnedby peopleof herclass. She cam*
from Sessa, Italy,sevenyearsago,and wasmarried in thiscity three
years ago. Her husband worksona farmsomewhereout of thecity.
Hers is oneof four families that live togethtr in fourroomsinatene*
menthouse,No. 116. Mulberry street. There are fifteenpeoplelirlnf
in fonr rooms. They alluse the onekitchen, whichis the only room
in which there is a window opening to the outerair. From the sleep*
ing rooms windows open to the hallway. Fivepeoplesleep in tha
small room that she occupies. She works as a finisher on men's
clothes, and is paid ten cents a dozen garments. By working hard
from 5 o'clock in the morning until 10 o'clock at night she isenabled
to earn 40 cents, and she is perfectly satisfied with tlm, and would
rather live in Mulberry street as sha does than return to Italy.

—
Catherine Fadrizi, the sister-in-law of the last witness, testified that
she also lives in the house 116 Mulberry street. She is employed at
sewing collars on men's coats. She does not havesteady work, she
said, bat when she has work she toils from 3 o'clock in the morning
until 11 o'clockat night to earn from 40 to50 cents aday. On some
days when her children are sick or troublesome she rises at 2 o'olock
in the morning."

—
But.notwithstandingallthis, the testimony of tha

women was that they preferred their present condition to that ia
which they had lived at home. They didnot desire to go back to
Italy,they said, thecountry havingno attractions for them :—":

— "IfI
can get three dozen coats to do a dayIamsatisfied and can support
my two children," said Catherine Fadrizi. But what must be
the state of things in Italy when that thus brought to light in
8o8o far preferable to it, Italians America is preferring to submit to
thesehardships in addition to exile from their native landf The
immigration, meantime, goes on, and this year over 50,000more an-
fortunates have beea expelled from their country tocrowd these dens
of the New York sweaters. What, then, we ask oncemore, must be
thestate of Italyunder the reign of union and freedom and the im-
provedconditions of theperiod1

THE SWEATING
BYSTBM.

The revelations recently made concerning the pre-
valenceofthe sweating system inDunedin, Christ-
church, and Auckland, are such as must fill the
mind of every honourable man with shame and

al^rm. Here is the colony, not nearly a century old,and yet evils
prevailinif, that are the opprobrium of countries aged many cen-
turies. Batdo wenot blame the centuries often in the wrong,im-
puting to their mouldering decay the fungus growth that is tke
fruits of rottenness newly generated? We are too apt to console
ouraelreß by blaming thepast for evilsthat exist,but which,in truth>
aretheeffectof present meanness,and selfishness, andhardness of
heart. Itis not necessary,tor example,to lookback to feudal times
for the origin of that insatiable desire to have work cheaply
dons, which is oae of the characteristics of thepresent day. We
need look nofurther for its fount andorigin than to thabasenessof
thehumannature that everyone of as bears iahis own person, aad
which, unless itbe curbed,anddisciplined,and practisedin the ways
of honour and uprightness,must ba prolific in all that is base and
bad. Onthe contrary, if we look to the world's past,we shall find
examples that mightput the present sordid age to shame. To what
wbb the developernentof the arts duein the middle ages,but to the
generosity and bounty of the princesandgreatnobles who patronised
andsupported the artists ? Had they looked for cheapnessasthe chief
thing,and considered thattheir dutyandhighestvirtue layin sparing
their purses, the world would have suffered severely,and its civilisa-
tion would havebeen retaidcd. But they considered the workman
worthy of his hire, and honoured and rewarded him. We are
told many tales of their cruelty;of the terrible doings that took
place when the lord c£ the manor had the right and power of lire
anddeath over his vassals. But, comparing them with our modera
society, whose wealthier classes have nosuch right, but without it>
virtually, in many cases exercise such a power,perhaps theadvantage
lie* with the lords of the feudal ages. That the sweating system,
therefore, has obtained a footing, and even a firm hold, in tbis new
country of ours, though itmay be a subject for regret,is not one for
astonishment. We do not, in fact, know of anyplace in the world
where the soil is better prepared for such an ugly growth than in
these colonies. We know of noplacein which the worshipof wealth
is more barefaced or more abject. Some eminent visitor to these
colonies

—
the late Mr. Trollope,if we remember aright

—
in writing

of whathe hadseen,gaveit as his opinioathat what he called
"

hat-
worship" was unknownhere

—
his meaning b_'ing that the poor man

didnot take off his hat in the presence of the wealthy man. Butif
thepoor manamong us keeps his hat onhis headin the presence of
the wealthy man,his superior,it isbecause he lacks the goodmanners
that distinguish bis class elsewhere. Tne abjection of his mind in
the presence of wealthis not less, but oftenmuch greater, than what
itis elsewhere

—
and there is no part of the world where wealth, and

weal'.h alone, without oaesingle worthy or respectablequality toback
it,obtains a greater degree of worship. Bat where the wealthy man
is all-powerfuland thepoor manabject and dependent,systems hka
the sweatingsystem must flourish and increase. As to the causes of
the sweating system, apart from the desire that exists in the base
and selfish mini to maku aa great a profitai possib'e of the neigh-
bour—forgetful of the awful truth that one of the sins which cry to
heavenfor vengeance is thatof defrauding the labourer of his hire—
his just hire, the true worth of his work and not the pittance that a
dira necessity may perhaps force him to accept,it would be noeasy
task to trace them closely and completely. Something is probably
due to the effects produced by machinery;the theory being that
labour is thus liberated from certain pursuits to find a ready occupa-
tion in others, but tha fact being apparently that the labour thus
liberated finds noready occupation,butis obliged toacceptstarvation
wages whereverthey may offer. Machinery, forinstance, often gives
employment to children and sends men and women to look for it
where itis not to be found. The problemof the machine against
the man, inshort, is one which still remains tobe solved, and whosa
solution,moreover,cannot be much longerdelayed. Something alao,

THE COMING
CHAMPION.

Our only hope, meantime, for the annihilation of
the sweatingsystem lies in the working-mea them-
selves. Not the working menof the Australasian
Colonies, however, who seem unfortunately rery

unfitted for any task of the kind, and who, so far as thejshow any
disposition to act in union at all, areapparently disposed to yield
themselves upas blind and undiscriminating followers to leadersas
blind and undiscriminating as themselves, and often tobecome the
tools anddupes of men with theproverbialbeein their bonnets. Our
hope ia in the working-menof America. The oldstory tells us that,
if the horse knew his ownstrength, mancould never make a servant
of him,and the working-man is something like the horse. Were h«
aware of his true standing-place andcapable of making proper use
of his powers, noabuse could affecthis position. Itis the signs that,
in theUnited States, he is rapidly attaining to all he needs, that we
hail as a token of progress and a hopeful earnest for the immediate
future. The celebration which tojk place, for example,in all the
great citie3 of the States onSeptember 3, Labour Day, as they call
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