
The Eev. Rutherford Waddell, the other evening, in the lasto'
aBeries of lectures on social problems deliveredby him, and which
were,one and all, characterised as much by able handling of the
subject treateIof, as by lucidity and elegance of style,referred in
rather a summary mannerto the Catholic Church, whichhe described
as havinggone down before the inventionof printimg. Now, itis an
undoubted fact than the inventionof printing, the outcomeof Catholic
intellect, likethe revival of letters of similar origin, wag abused by
being turnedagainst the Church. To say that the Church went
down before anything of the kind, however, is an inaccurate ex.
pression,and one not justifiedby fact. Countries and communities
it is true, fell away from tne Church, but the Churchremained firmly
standing. Macaulay, for example, who is an unsuspected authority,
when he testifies in her favour, records that her gains in the East
almost compensated for her losses in the West, la the inventiono*
printingitself, or the dissemination of learning promotedby it, there
was nothing that could injure the Church in. any way. For that
the highest condition ef learning or civilization was compatible with
faithfulness to her, we may call on Macaulay again to witness. He
tells us, for example, it is doubtfnl as to whether any European
couatiy of the present day is so highly advanced in wealthand civi-
lization as Italy was four hundred years ago, or during her most
Catholic period. But if the art of printing was U9ed in the times
alluded to to lead men out of the Church's fold, it is to day a great
meansof bringing them back there again. Ihe Church dependson
the learning that is dispensed by means of the printing press
for the preservationof her children, and the enlightenment of those
who are withouther pale. She leavesit to theProtestaDt sects, who
nevertheless boast of their free use of reason, to gain or confirm their
adherents by particular calls and spontaneous experiences. Her
reliance, as taughtusby her head, the Pope,is onlearning, for whosc
advancement, therefore, every possible method is adopted by her
pastors. The conversion to the Catholic Church which takes place
to-day without learning, may be said to be a true miracle,so many
and plausibleare the aiguments it is necessary toovercome. And a
miracle of another sort itmay be,butno less a miracle, only can keep
ihe learned man who thoroughly examines into the Church's claims
from becoming a convert. If the printing press, therefore, was
turned against the Church, it was abutei, as everything gooiand
useful upon earth has been. But its abus3 did cot overthrow the
Church, which to-day stands aB firm anl &? young a9she was ages
before the learning Bhe fostered had made way for the inventionof
the piintiog press, and, as the whole history of her past,if there
were nothing elae, might assure usshe is destined tocontinue to the
end.

OwiNG topressure on our space, we areoblig3d tQ hold over the
Riverton art-union list, and other matter.

Mr. A.C. Be<SG, we perceive,has been seeking, and no doubt
receiving the refreshment tohis eoulmade desirable byhis sufferings
during the recent synod. There Mr. A. C. Begg was outraged by
beingobliged to listen to such horrid suggestions, for example,as
tbaf all babies dying as babies might not be damned eicrnally,and
that there was the possibility of salvation for anyheathen man or
woman in existence. Wno would notpity Mr. A. C.Begg under the
circumstances, and rejoice that he has found something to give him
consolation as a man of piety and an expounder of the

"
unaided

Word," his consolation being the repeatedassurance that,if not the
unelect babies and the heathen, the Catholic world arecertainly, toa
m n,rushing headlong down to hell. Mr. Begg's appropriate refresh-
menttookthe shaDe ofa lecturedelivered id theLyceum Hall,Dunedin >

onMonday evening by some man called Dr.Hammond, As to thesub-
tanceof t belectureit isnotnecessary that weshouldtroubleour readers
withany lengtbeceJ allusion to it. Itwas of theusual Evangelica]
penny-dieadfultype towhichweareaccustomed,and which isgot up to
order for the ddtctation of aunii-nct's which may be distinguished
generally as having men of the 13 'gg type as their chairmen. Bu' to
cometo detaile, we should like toask, forinstance, whatreallybecame
of those skulls that this lecturer told his hearers had beendisposed of
separately from the heaps o£ human bon^s he had lately seen in a
certain room in Rome

—
not rep>rted of, nevertheless, even in the

revolutionary Press. Had thehuman heads then,of which the skulls
were the mi-erable remains, been used somewhat after the fashion of
those sheep'sheads which the bounteous Mr. Bcga; recommended the
other day as wholesome tood for the poor of Dunedin. Cinnibal
usages, we should siy. would not bo more out of place among the
society alluded to by this Dr. Hammond than skin-flint and beggarly
usagesamong ourselves. There is oneother definite statement reported
asmade,under Mr. Beg^'s appreciative nosi, by this Hammond. It
ig to thetffect that a darkness occurred at the readingof the definition
gf the Pope's infallibility in the Vatican Council, so that the gas had
A. i)elit and the document to be handedby the Pope toa Cardinal to

...Id. There is no truth whatever in the statement,and we have no
hesitation incharacterising it as a lie, pure and simple. Mr.
then, has been appropriately refreshed. Butgreat are the privilegi a
of the Loid's ekct. Let the unelect baby go to perdition. Let the
heathen man and woman, unexcused by their ignorance, perishetc "
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nally. But for him whocries"Lord 1 LordI

"
there is a crownof

glory
—

even though he may offer to feed the poor on offal,and may
takepart with the liar andslandererin his infamoascalling,

succeeded in retaining the kingdom, the Oatholio Church must
necessarily have been restored there. King William, however>
remains the traitor whobroke the treaty of Limerick, or permitted
it to be broken, and with whom the penal laws originated. He also
must ?9iar the everlasting stigma of tho massacre of Glencoe

—
ashe

noes thatof the murder of theDaWitts, committed barbarously, and
withhis connivance, before the landing now celebrated took place.
However the memoryof King William .therefore, maybe rolled upas
abolus and gilded for our swallowing,itmuststill containmuch that
is suggestive of cramps andcholics,andnarrowlyconnected with what
is poisonous anddeadly. But itmay appropriately serve to nourish
the Orange element among us. Like weknow, bb the Star reminds
us,onres like. A poison therefore for the poisoned, and to the
unreasoningbigot unreasoning bigotry.

The Tories themselves donot seem by anymeans confident that
the Parnell Commission is to result in putting an end to the Home
Rule demands. Their spokesman,Mr.Goschen, now shows the weak-
ness of theircause by requesting Mr.Gladstone tostate whether he
is preparedto place Ireland in theBame positionas that occupiedby
the colonies towards the Empire. Are theTories, therefore, resolved
evento sacrifice the colonies, England's greatest source of future
strength, to their determination to resist the claims of Ireland1 For
thedriftof Mr.Goschen's argument canonly be to discredit the union
of the colonies with themother country,and toshow inlike manner
how little reliance might be placed on such aunion asapplied to Ire-
land. Mr. Gladstone, however,answers with a manifesto, in which
he declares himself ready tomake provisionfor the retentionof Irish
Members in the House of Commons. But the wisdom of King
Solomon's judgment still seems to hold good. The false statesman
will consent to impair the strength of the empire, in order to carry
the object of his party ;the true one is prepared to sacrifice some-
thingof Liß project that be may securehis country's good.

Thegallant Captain O'Sheahasquit*distinguished himselfbefore
the Parcel1 Commission. The cable tells us he has proved, which,
however,means thathe has testified with moreor less brazennesa and
doubtfultruth, to several verydamagingmattersagainst Mr.Parnell.
He identified Mr.Parnell's signature to the forgedletters;stated that
he had been in communication withSheridan, andthathehimself,on
hearing of his (Mr. Parnell's) knowledge of Sheridan's doings, had
tmrned him out of his roomsinDublin. But,as tothe forged letters
everyoneknows that the signature affixed to them was copied, asi[
might easily be, with much exactness. Everybody knows,besides,
thatMr. Parnell had been in communication withSheridan,whom he
had no reasonat the time to suspectof any sinister associations. And
everyoneis quite prepared to believe that CaptainO'Sheadrawa on
his imagination when be says he kicked Mr. Parnell out. The toe,
wemay confidently believe,has not yet been put in the brogue, nor
the leather cut for it,perhaps not even thebullock skinnedor calvedr
with which he could do bo. But already Captain O'Shea has been
flatly contradicted. Sir William Harcourt has writtento theLondon
newspapers giving him the lie in a very unceremonious manneras to
certain statements made by bim relating to parleying betweenMr,
Gladstone's Government and the Irishmembers inEilmainham. Sir
William asserts thatsomeparts of the Captain's evidence are pore
fabrication, and wemay charitably conclude that the rest of it is no
werse than the fruits of a vivid imagination. Meantime, we may
wish the Commission joy of the search for the evidenceof complicity
with crime through the account-books anddocuments of the League,
These have been forwarded to the Court, and weigh the goodly sum
of over two tons. The search for aneedle ina rick of hay would be
a joke to the job that here awaits the Commissioners. Even Mr,"Torquetnada" Day, giving him credit for all the evil designs
attributed tohim, would seem to be about to be sufficiently punished
by the perplexing andhumiliating task requiredof him.

A LKTTBB from Mr. Patrick Barrett of Cbristchurch, now stndy.
ing medicine inDublin, gives us, through thekindness of a frlendi
tome interesting details relating to the late impr'sonment of Mr.
MatthewBarrett,a conain of the writer's, who, for refusing togive
evidencebefore the Star Chamber, was sent togaol for three weeks."Iwasthrough the gaol at Carrick," writes Mr.Barrett,"and saw
the cell in which he spent the time. It is a very small one. When
Iwas standing in the middle of it,Icould almost touch the four
walls

"' But, whatever the cell may be, what nobler monument
could any manhave to pointback to through all future years. Well
May the relations of Mr. Matthew Barrett visit with pride the scene
of his heroism, and describeit to their distant friends.
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