
apexon which the whole rotten systemrevolved. But,verily HerMost Gracious Majesty and the British Constitution are strangelyspoken of now-a-days. A concession wasalso made to theprejudices
nv.

"
81.tor8 in°mi»i°g the customary graceat thesupper, and thatalthough it was tbe eveningof the Sibbathday. What,then,is Scot-jana coming to ? Let us hope the answer wasnot returned in theparting valediction of the visitors as they moved off from theterminus en route for Manchester. It was, once more, Vive laCommune. '

A great conflict between poachersand watchers has taken placeat Gutter Hole fishing station, near Newburgh, on the Tay. Thepoachers, who had been for tome time under suspicion, numberingabout dO, weresurprised by a party of watchers,whointerceptedtheirnignt and attempted a capture. Severalsevere injuries were inflictedand received on boih sides, and, in trying to escape to Mugdrumisland, two young men wno were bad swimmers were drowned.With the exception of four who were captured, in a more or lessDruised and maimed condition,all tho poachers escaped. A greatdealof excitement bas been caused by the affray,and,as isinevitable
incases of thiskind, a good dealof the popular sympathy is on theside of the offendersagainst the law.

The Rev.JacobPrimmeris now the minister who esteems him-seli to be of all others theprop of the Kirk in Scotland, especially
where Popery is concerned. Tba Rev. Jacob, it appears, has beenoutraged completelyby the late pilgrimage to lona. Itsays some-
thing,however,for thebetter spiritof the times that,onhis betakingHimself to Oban, the very port where the pilgrim* embarked andwhere prejudice against them should havebeen felt most strongly,
be couldhsrdlyget anaudience together,and of the few who did go tohear him onehalf at least left the ballat thebeginningof bib lecture.It isa new thing and certainly a much better thing in Scotland thatBtrong language against Rome is not highly relished everywhere.

RomanNotes.

Signor Crispi isunderstoodto have displeasedPrinco Bismarck;bynotcarrymgout the instructionsgiven tohimbytheChancellorastoprovoking a war with France. The Chancellor, it is said, had de-termmed so to solve the long pending Europeandifficulty. Anddiipi moreover,appeared tonim a Heaven-sent cat's-paw, for not°£L dld.fa.eP^kemall the jealousy felt generally in ItalyagainstFrance of late,buthis ownprivate feelingshadbeenincensedagainsther, by the manner in which,somelittle time ago, his matrimonialalliances had been commented oq in someof theFrenchpapers Thisisa point on whichCrispi is very sore, and which influences hisactions a good deal. Itis believed,for example, that the causeothe dismissal of the Dukeof Torlonia from the Roman syndicate wasnot, aspretended, thehomagepaid by the Duke to theHoly Fatheronhis Jubilee,but the cut direct given by the Duchess to MadameCrispi the Third at the Quirinal. Madame Orispi the First was ahumble peasant womanwhom her husband had married at Maltsbut whom he soon deserted to Form a second marriage with a ladyof Garibaldi's following. Of this lady also he soon tired, andonthe death of Madame the First, which conveniently occurred, vir-tuously esteeminghimself a widower,he espousedMadameCrispi thelnird, Madame the Second, however, was not so easily disposed
01, but somewhat noisily put in her claims, to which the triplebridegroomresponded that she had no call to him, asMadame theFirst had bean in the flesh, as indeed she probably knew, when hehad married her. The plea, nevertheless, whatever it might havebeen in honour, held good in all other points, and Madame theThird was undoubtedly the lawful wife. The circumstanceswere so peculiar that they gave much cause for gossipat the time, and the French newspapers lately revived the theme.
and discusEed it in a manner that Crispi took in very bad part.There were severalreasons, therefore, why the Italian Premier shouldseem to PrinceBismarck just such acat's-paw as was needed for hispurpose. To explainwhythe Premier failed the man of blood andiron, would requirean insight into his plansand intentions that itwouldnot be easy to obtain. Itmaybe that onhii visit to Berlinbe had discerned what seemed to him tokens of a decline in PrinceBismarck's power. And Crispi is not the swallow to build his nestbeneath the «ayes of a tottering edifice. Some sufficient reasonb«,
has undoubtedly seen for disregarding the Chancellor's wishes, and
sofar as his own interests are concerned, he certainly understandswhathe is about.

The Mmiteur dr Rome, which has made several suspicious
utterances of late, andseemed as if it wereyielding to the influenceof theanti-Irish party, appears to have hadits eyesopened by Mr.ftlandeville's case. A few weeks ago for instance, in referring tothe laying of the foundation-stoneof the O'Connell memorial church,
it took occasion to lament the demeanour of theIrishNationalparty,and to recommend that they should act more after themind andtraditions of the great agitator. Now it acknowledges that thelaw is reasonably a deadletter in Ireland,and naturally disregarded
by thepeople. In noother country in Europe, it says, could such
treatment be given toa man in Mr. Mandeville's position, What islawful in England, itexplains, is unlawful in Ireland. A manmay
do in Glasgow with impunity what he will be prosecuted for doin»
in Dublin. Itpredicts that, thanks to Mr. Gladstone, the nextgeneral election must put an end to this anomalous state of thingsand secure the tnumphi of Mr. Parnell,and a revision of the Actof Union. Poor Mandeville, therefore, as we &cc, has not died invain.

The unhallowed work of sequestration still goes on. Tbelatest caseis thatof the capnehin nuna of tbe Quirinal, who quit their conventtomake room for the horsesof the Prince ofNaples. His Hi^hnesss
stables are tooccupy the site of the building. The nuns go to dieout, it ia hoped, inahouse appropriatedto thepurpose by theRomanmunicipality, and where several religious committees treated in asimilar manner are lodged. Qjeen Margaret, however, has latelyreceivod the thanks of certain pious and noble ladies of Poland forhersuccessful mediation, on their behalf, in preventing the profana-tion of the rooms in which their young countryman. St. Stanislausiiostka, livedanddied. But the adjoining chapel of theBlessed Vir-
gin,made additionally interesting as theplace in which the reignm°-Popecelebrated his first Mass, shares the common fate. Even thecatacombs are not wholly inviolate. The cnapel of St. Felicitasunderneath the Salarian way, has, for example, been considerablyinjuredby the foundations of someol thenew houses— hideouserect-
ions runup by speculators. Nor are thememorials of art heldmuchmore sacred by the new civilisation than those of religion. Many ofthem also havebeen disfigured or destroyed. The latest instance isthatof the house of the great painter Giuho Romano, a building ofthe14th century, which has been removed tomake way for the baseof Victor Emanuel's monument on the Capitol. But when the Pied-montese evacuateRome, p rhaps it is just as well that they shouldleave their marks behind them as a warning to future generations

Times in Italyaresadly changed tothepoor. Thedaysno longer
exist in which the charity of the religious houses made it impossible
for anyone to know want in its last extreme. The religious houses
havebeea closed and confiscated, and their inhabitants driven away
or themselves reduced to tbe utmost want andsuffering. A typical
case is consequently the following. It is that of a man of 80 years
of age, whohad servedin the army for 25 years,andshared inall the
gloriesof thecampaignby whichhis country secured itsmuch-boaat«d
freedom and union. It is remarkable, besides, as illustrating the
treatmentgiven to those soldiers by whose means Italy aspires to
become a great military power. Such an example may well inspire
heroicdeeds. This oldman,reduced tostarvation, inspiteof freedomand union, and his long years of gallant service, ventured to beg a
morsel ot bread in the street He wasat once arrested andsentenced
to a day "a imprisonment and as the officers took him awayhe fainted
from exhaustion in their hands,and had to be carried on a stretcher
to gaol. Such scenes whichare frequentmark the improvement ofthe period,

A brave i«,cue of seven Sisters of Charity by some soldiers isreportedfrom Vmadio,nearTurin. The church of St. Anne, a famousand beautiful Sanctuary in the town referred to,has been unfortu-nately burned down, and tLe nuns in an upper part of thebuilding were in imminent danger of perishing in the flames Thesoldiers hearing tbair cries made a gallant and successful effortthough with great danger to their own lives, to save them. A lieu-tenantof the company further distinguished himself by penetratinginto theburning pile and bringing out the Blessed Sacrament fromthe tabernacle, saving also ahighly venerated pictureof St. AnneIhe incident isa hopeful one inconnection wilh the Italiaaarmy._ Ihe Commeadatorede Rossi is busily engaged withexcavationsinthecat comb of S.Pnscilla,one of the most ancient existing andbelieved to date from the time of the Senator Pudens, who receivedbt.Peter when became toRomein thedays of theEmperor ClaudiusThe mother of Purtens, it issaid, owned the ground. The circum-stances connected with the discovery in this catacomb of a large andhandsome chapelare takenby De Rossi toprove that the Consul AciliusUlabrio,intheruign ofDomitiau.hadbeena Christian martyr Sueto-niusBpealcsof the Consul ashavingbeenput todeath amongothera bythe Emperor for having prepared what he caila "novelties
"

againstnim.—which word novelties had already been interpretedas mostprobably meaning the Christian religion. The discovery of thischapel with the inscriptions winch prove it tohave beloved to thefamily of the Acilu is an an a-ldition.il link iv the chain of evidenceby which De Rossi has ovenhrown the assumption that Christianity
had obtainedhardly any hold on ihu higher ranks of the oldRomansociety.

Another sign of the times has been the free pardon accorded byKing Humbert,at the instance of Signor Crispi, to tho murderer,Amilcare Cipria.i. Cipriani, who had formerly been the popularmember of Parliament for the Romagna— that ie, popular amongtheparty that returns the members of Parliament, for whom the Catholic
peopledo not vote— hadmurdered three menin Egypt, for which he
was condemned,not todeath,whichthenewpenalcode has abolished,
but to twenty years' imprisonment. Cerberus, in the shape of the
revolutionaryRomagna, however,needinga sop, thepardonof Cipriani
has been thrown to it,withthehumble hope thatitwouldbe accepted.But the reply is not favourable. Ithas taken the form of a revolu-
tionary address calling onthe people to make a demonstrationagainst
themonarchy at the base of Mazzini's statue. Such is the gratitude
of men

—
or at least of revolutionists,

Yet anothergreat literary work is about todistinguish the reignot Popo Leo XIII. Ihework inquestion is the CodexDiplomaticsUrbis, which will be published in some eighteen tolio volumes underthe supervision of Professor Presutti, and which will be only second.
inimportance to themagnificent editionof the works of St. Thomaswhose fifth volume is now nearly ready. Thus the reign of LeoXIIIcontinues prominent by its promotion of learning.

Those who admire the action of Nemesis cannot fail to beinterested in the new departuremade by the less advancedmembersofthe Liberal party. (Seeingthe fate that awaits themand the rapidgrowth of extreme Radicalism, those paople are now calling on theCatholics of the country toexercise their right ofvoting in theParlia
mentary elections. The Pop*lo,\a,prominentorganof the party, goesso far as todeclare openly that public morality in Italy has perished
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