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of the people on jolitical Trish questione. By the articles of union
the Protestant Church in Ireland wae to be for ever supported by the
State, If Home Bule was pranted before disendowment it wounld in
all likelihood be an article of that measnre that the Church should be
myintained as it then existed. Better such a treaty broken by the
Imperial rather than the Irieh legislature, As far as the prosperity
which uodoubtedly theu existed is conuerned, it was entirely owing to
the economic laws of demand snd supply. It will ba recoliected that
America was stil]l puffering from the effects of her civil war, and
Australia had not begun to be a potent factor in British comrmerce,
and therefore lieland aa s food produciog cuuntry was naturally pros-
perous, on account of the comsequent high prices and re.dy markets
st her door. But a continual increase in the rents took place during
these years, and farmers bonn i themselves down to pay rents which
the keen competition of Amerioa aod Aus ralia rendere] impossiblea
few years afterwards, 1have referredtothesefacteio Iiiah economics
becauce the prosperity thzn existiog is used as a plea agaiost further
conceaslona.

Earl Grey admits that whben in 1870 Mr. Gladstone attempted to
earry bia Land Act through, * the relations of the owners aod
occupiers of land in Ireland stood much in need of amendment.”
Previous to Mr, Gladstone’s move in the matter the subje.t was often
preaged on the Government by Irish members, and strangely enough
Lord Clanricarde, fatber of the Exterminator, moved 1n the matter in
the House of Lords, his motion being referred to a select committee,
where it remained. The Land Law aa it then steod under Lord Card-
weil’'s Act of 1860 failed in defining the terms of contract and
discouraging written leases, It discouaged thegranting of leases for
a term of years, and fatied to provide sufficient provision for easily
and cheaply gettliog dispules. Owipg to these defects his Lordship
assures us that ¢ great injustice wae eccacionally done to tenants who
bad improved their land.” Ining'ituting a cumparison between Irish
and English leasebolders, he ad.mts the oft-repeated fact that English
landlords make most of the improvements. and adds : * Unfortunately
in Ireland it ie otkerwise, Thege impruvements bave been effeered
by tenunts only on an understanding of the ragnest king, that they
shorld be aliowed to hold their land, without being called upen to pay
bigher rents, iong enough tu repay themseives. The agreement
was almost always verbal, and the terma were apt to be forgo'ten
belore the time came when it gave the landlord a right to ask fora
higher rest. There were tou many cases iu which landlords availled
themeelves of their legal right. in order unjustly to deprive the
tenants holding land only from yesr to year of the fruita of their
labour.” TFor these defects his remedy is 1n accordance with Lord
Qlanricarde’a Commuittes, viz , “ To give to the owners and occupiers
of land freedom (o settlo with each orher a8 1hsy might think fic the
conditions on which it was tu be held, but requiriog that all arrange-
ments of that kind should be made in writing, and should be re-
corded in such a mapner as to make them aiwayseasy to be referred
to.” These arrangements were to be inexpcnsive. Lenses were to
be made cheaper, etc. In this recommendation the Irish farmer will
ses little improvement, It is, however, difficnlt to prove to an
Eunglishman that, prior to the Plan of Campaigo and the introdsction
of boycotting as a fineart, 1t was utterly impossible to have anything
approaching a free contract with an Irish landiord, He fixed the
rent at the utmost price possible, cften impossible to be obtained,
and if the tenant demurred to pay that, he had simply * to bunle
and ge.” Here came 1n the direlul effects of the hangzing gales,
which enable the landlord to rob the renant before ejectiag him, It
not unusually happened that a tenant was two years 1n arrears with-
out owing a penny. Tbus if a tenant took up a leass in 1860 for
2] years, hiafiiat receipt would be dated for 1858, 80 too wonld the
leasetsaif, The lease would expire in 1879, but the shrewd landlord
would leave it run on t1ll 1881, If hefuiled 10 come to termswu b his
iandlord at the expiry of bis .ease 1n 1581, the landlord had a legai
nght to fix any rent he chose, and compel the tenant to pay 1t for
those two yeara bufore he leavey, and aga gen:ral rule this rent bas
been fixed more on the tenant’s ability to pay it, than on any ather
groonds of equity, Remember that he does nob owe a ewngle penny
of thie. and (hat the landlord in fireing paymant is simply exer-
ciaing a piece of tyranny noprecdented anywaerzelse. His nome 18
not Bacred as iy that of the Chrnstian under the Moslew rule in
Tarkey. No matter how severc theatrocities of I'nrkish pashas may
be, the people 1 their humes were ag safe from 1nsult, a3 the Knghsh
snbject in a sauctuary during the Saxon, Normaa, and Plantagenet
pertods ; bucfor the Lil-b pe san: no such fortunate 1o fage remaine.
Qfien, nay, generaliy, 1n the cold Maich morn'ngs, huudrets, oay
thousands, are sometimes turse ! adnét ty perish by the roadside, or
wind their way 10 the workhuuse, 1118 needless 1o cite instances
ot this cruelty ; readers of the TABLET are tamrhar ensugh with
them. In support of my contewtion re the hanging gales. ample
evidence will Le founii1n Mr. Hence Jones' work, and alaoin Trenca's
Healities of Irish Life.”  Bot tor a full exposure s e T. P, O'Connor's
“ Paroell Movement,” A, M, 8o hvan's * New glreland,” and other
works,

I will now pass over the remain ng part of the chapter dealing
with the the Land Questivg, having already given a safficient wndica-
troosof bis lordstip's plan. tis unusually pevers on Mr. Giadstoaes
Acts, which give a dual owneship to the soil, although he has ad-
mitted the right «f the onant te s own 1mprovem: nty,

In the concli ding chapter after a weary reiteration of the previons
erntentions we at length come to the plan tur the future government
of Ireland. Before entering into the aubject, however he coters (ully
into the suobject private Bill Legislatiun, showiog how defective,
expenaive, and unsaii-factory 1t 14 even 10 Yngiland, as well as in
Jre'gnd.  Torsmedy th s evil he proposed a buffer commission of
judfes to settie the detaris, and then submit the measure 10 Parha-
ment, As tar as Ireland 15 coscernedi, the first objecuion tn
this proposal 18 that the Irish prople have oo confi lence whatever 1o
the Irish juiges, eve y vne from tle Lori Chaocellor and Chief Justice
down to the patty +itlage J.P,, are of the genus anti-Liish, That s
the first and or e of the most formidable Irish gitevancesand underacs
most others, His measures for the future are ;-~

1, Suspending for a tims the operation of ropresentalive goyern-
ment in that part of the United Kingdom,and entrusting its administra-
tion to some authority raised above party influences. Tha arguments
by which this drastic maasure is sapported seems to me wholly
uuworthy «f even a well-informed man much less o statesman, He
admita that thers is, ** eapecially in the Houss of Commons, & great
deficiency of knowledge as to the reat wants of Ireland, and what ia
worse, a strong disposition to listen with favour to very crude and iil-
considered schemes for 1ta improvement.” This ignorance he woald
remedy by depriving the House of Commons of the advautage of
baving accurate informalive from the Irish Members whose chisf
fanlts are that they oconpy too much time in teaching them., Asto
obstroction his lordship forgeta that it was the Tories who frst reduced
it to that of a fine art during the passing of the Church disestablish~
ment and the Laod Aet, 1870. The alteraative of supeasion, he says, is
concession of Home Rule. Buspension isimpossible, Evan if possible
England would not hiazard it. If Ireland daprived of her constitution
by fraud were denied representation under the Union, it would bs
competent for the Buropean powers to step in and compsl Kogland to
surrender Ireland her full freedom as Enpland ana the other prwers
compelled Turkey to free the Balkan provinces for leas cazss, This in
separation with a vengeance. As the alternative is Homs Bule we
may expect it sovner,

2, The Governmogt of Irsland to ba entrusted to a Lord-Lieuteaant
named in the act, for ten years during which time he cannot be
removed except by the Crowa in compliance to an address from both
Honees of Parliament, (As far as Ireland is concerned a cap bung
on 8 pole e la Geseler would be e efficatious as any Lord-Lientenant
we have had,

3. The Lord-Lieutenant tn have full powaer to carry on the execu-
tive government according to his own judgment, and to be solely
responsible for his acts, But to repirt all his measures to her
Majesty's Mroist:rs, and to keep them fully informed as to his views
and 1ntentions so as to enabie them to call his attention to whatever
observations they might consider to be required.

4, The Loid-Lieutenant in Council tn be empowered to make
from time totume such orders, having the force of laws, as he may
think fit, ‘lhe drafts to be prepared by a committee of Privy Couneil
and published a month beforehand,

5 Additional members of varions opinions to be added to the
Couneil,

6. The Lord-Lientenant to nominate committees from this
enlarged Council, such committees to deal in a quasi parliamentary
manoer with such subjects as may be relegated to them, giving their
reasons and furnishing their reports and drafts. When thege met the
approval of the Lord-Lieutenaot they were to be published in the
Dublin Gazette and have the force of law,

7. An annnal pum, equal to the average expenditure for the
public gervice in Ireland during the laat three or four years, should
be placed by Parliament at the disposal of the Lord-Lieatenant for
Irish purposes, regular statements properly audited to be laid before
Purliament,.

Such is the manner i which Barl Grey wounld govern Ireland,
Oao firat reading the proposals 1 felt naturally indignant; bat on
r aling them over carefully agsin, and taking into consideration
that he is constantly harping on tbe two facts that the administration
of Ireland is bad as bad could be; a'ss that the legislation i worse
owing to Hnghsh party disputes and want of knowledge cf Irish
affaira; I kave come to the concluson that he is a Home Ruler in
disguiee, and that his proposals are on a par with 8wilt's modest pro-
posal. A free explanation of his * Future Remedy ™ wou.d show that
Irsh representation in the Imperial Parliament 18 useless besause it
cannot promote useful or prevent bad and useless legislation, In
the next place we find bim travestying the present Castle government
by proposing to make the Lord-Lienten.nt responsible to the Crown.
At present h= ig 1f 10 barmony with hie Chief Becretary and officials,
more despotic ttan Cear and Sultan put together. This ironical
Remedy would place him on a level with other ordinary Governors.
The third proposal is apother carcature of the present arrangements
by which balfour ean imprison hie spponents without consulling with
b offizie]l Lead.  The 1des of reporting his measures to the Miaistars
and baving thew published 1o the Dub.in Gazetteis a beautilul satize
on the secret doings of the Castle such as the m duight orders which
consigred paor Mandeville to an early grave. He further hints that
tre Hngl sit Mioistry ghould be responsible for Lrish government by
f.reing them to take cognisance of what is gojag on in Ireland. By
the fourth, fifth, and :ixth proposals be caricatures the working of
the present 1rresponsible, unelected, Iiish Parliament, or Privy
Coupell, which occasionally sits in Dublin and makes orders which
huve the force of law, as fir as they can enforce them, The provise
of calling on spcciat membera for the consideration of particular
orders is very beanufol,  For instsnee if Catbolic priests were to ba
sent to gaol, there would be po ueed to summon Barry, Granard,
O’'Hagan, The O'Connor Do, or any other Catbolic. The last pro-
posal, however, cintaine the cream of the fun, Oanly just fancy the
irrespousivle Lrigh Goveramest yntting duly audited stalements of
account by fore even an Hoglish Parliament, Toe thing 18 ridiculous,
If such a thing bad been done the Castle aysterm would be wrecksd.
It 13 true but bitter irony on the secret service system. [Far easier
for the Castla loafers to take thew pey through a hote in the wall
and give no acconnt of how they got it or for what object.

We hear very much of Irish poverty its cause and its cure so with
Earl Grey's views on the subject I will cunclude this article :—*Is
hus been often and truly ssid tuat the general poverty of the popula-
tion has been at the bottom of Irish discontent, and that, if the p:iople
were botter off, there would vot be 8o much disaffection. And the
real resson why the country is so poor has also beeo often pointed
out; it is gimply, that ecterprise, and industry bave not been eo-
couraged by eecurity. No nation can bope to rise to wealth and
wvrodperity except by industry and enterprise, which canmot flur sh
it those who devote their labour of money o the work of production
have not complete security that they will be allowed to epnjoy the



