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Current Topics
AT HOME AND ABROAD.

Hi3Eminence Cardinal Moran, during his recent
stay in Ireland, visited the town of Callan in his
former diocese of Ossory, for the purpose of making
arrangementsthere for transferring thence to Para-

matta,near Sydney, a community of the Sisters of Mercy. His
Eminence, on the occasion, preached an eloquent and beautiful
sermon,in which he spoke of thethoughts thathad arisenin hismind,
as a few days before he stood on the Rock uf Cashel and saw the
surrounding trophiesof Ireland's earliest sanctity. The subject waß

one with which his Eminence, from his specialqualifications as a
scholar,as well asbis Catholic fervour, was thoroughly fitted to deal-
TheCardinaltook for his principal theme themissionary calling,under
the patronageof the Blessed Virgin,of the Irish people,tracing their
labours in thii connection from the earliest times up to the present.
Oar readers will find the following passages relutingto the establish-
ment of the faith in the new w^rld, andparticularly in these Austra-
lasian colonies, of the highest interest:— "Wherever." siid his
Emineace, "' the English-speaking world extends its sway,it is the
sons of Ireland that plant the standard of the Cross and assure the
triumph of religion, of Christian love,andof alltrue virtue. Through-
out the United States, in the eighly great dioceses that now adorn
that glorious Church, it is the sons of Ireland whohave built up the
sanctuaries of God,aud inlike manner they haveupheld the standard
of religion in Canada and other colonies, These would seem a
triumph of Irish 'faith. But 1must in a special wayattest, as an
au'hentic witnesy, that the same triumphs of Irisi faith a;e to be
found throughout the length and breadth of Austia'ia. !Nctsomany
yearsago the power of elaikness erected every bulwaik that malice
could devite to shut cut Ireland's faith from the Continent of Aus-
tralia. Iwas reading the other day the oiiginof the colony of South
Australia, and m the programme published in London inviting the
lirst settlers to that colony it was proclaimed, and pioc aimed in an
official manner, that all citizens wjuldbe fiee to settle in that colony
excepting Pagans and Papists. The same regulation \va* made in
the colony of Otago, and restrictions seaicely less severe may be
found in the beginuiugs of the other colonies. But the mal co of
man might devise its schemes invain whilst the Providence of God
was watchingover the future destinies of this great southern coctin-
nt. Those first pilgrims

—
those first txilcs fromIreland— when they

aw the standard of the Cross emblazoned among the constellations
of the southern sky, shed tears of joy and tears of hope,though
away from every consolation that religion might give;they prayed
in the fervour of their hearts, and their prayerswereheard,that that
signof the triumph of faith would not have been set in the southern
■ky in vain. And the malice of man was conquered by the grace of
God. At the presentday we see how our holy Faith is spreading its
triumphs throughout every colony of Australia." Hh Eminence
afterwards spoke of the sympathy that imtcs the InA raoe, far
apart at they any be scattered ::

— "'Imust also assure you,' he said," that in Australia, not in one diocese alone, but in every colony,and
andin the twenty-five dioceses that are now erected there under the
Southern Cross, all our people share not only in the piuty aril
religious spiritef their countrymen here at heine,but they are united
with them heart and hand in every aspiration for the material
blessings and independenceof this country. If agita ion— political
agitation

—
isnecessary to attain the results to which you aspire, you

may rest assured of the hearts of the Irish faithful throughout the
world in securing them. The fervent and disinterested prayers
prooeeding from the loving and devoted hearts of the sons
of Ireland throughout the world shall not ascend before the Throne
of God in vain. Sooner shall heaven and earth pass away tt v>an
that these prayers shall fail to brin^ down a b'ejsiog upon this
favoured land. Through theseprayersand through the exertions of
our faithful peopleat home and abroad. Ihave no doubt thatbef jre
long not only the spiritual blessiug of heaven shall abound among
our people,but the material blessings of true freedom,and the abun-
dance cf prosperity and peace shall be multiplied among us.

balfoubism.
The exposure male by the ArchbishoD of Dublin
in the Contemporary Review for September, of th«
tricka of Mr. George Wyndham, secretary to Mr-

Balfour, should make evea a Unionist blush. Those who are not
Unionists,but honest men,must feel highly disgusted at the matter.
Mr.Wyndham wrote in theMay number of tb ■°»w--— in reply to
an article of Mr. Davitt's, and the Archbishop -i

" tat, although
Mr.Davittmayhave thought themisrepresentation ' itenttoneed
an answer, he was wrongin not pointing out to th 4 ie generally»
all of whomcould not be lookeduponas fully inforcaed, thegrossness
of themisstatements. The Archbishop tells U3 his own notics was
attracted to the subject by finding inanout-of-".he-way towninNorth
Italya copy of the London Graphic lying among other newspapers
on the table of a reading-room in anhotel. In this Graphic was A
notice of Mr.Wynd ham's article,and the Archbishop says that on
reading it,his conclusion was that the writer in the newspaper had
made a mistake. On returning home,hcvever,he found that the
writer hai been correct, and that the errors were Mr. Wydnham'a.
The statement was to the eftect that official statistics proved that the
Land Commission in Ireland had increased rather than reduced the
rents, and as an instance certain cases were quoted. In Fermanagh,
for example, it was stated there had been an increase of 168.3 per
cent, in elevencases, in Kildare a rise cf 21.1per cent, and in the
Queen'sCounty one of 2per cent., while the increase for Leit ster as
a whole was 67 per cent. The Archbishopsayshe can hardlybelieve
that the writer is the Mr.George Wyndham whois Mr. Balfour's sec-
retary, and who must ht-veparticular lacihties tor knowing the truth.
It is beneath the Archbishop,but we find it quite enour ownlevelto
6ay that Mr. Ralfour's secretary must also have particular facilities
for knowing what is false, as he haiparticular le is iris fjr statingit.
That he does stute it Archbishop Walsh most cleaily prove?. The
cases inFermanagh, for example,asstated plainly ia tut!official table
whenceMr. Wyndham took tbini, hadnot been dec ckd by the Com-
mission itself,but were casesin wnich a decision had been given upoa
the repoits of valuators appointedupon the joint applicationof land-
lords aDd tenants. But, evtn in biic.i cates, a icduction had been
generally given; tne average for the whole country where, from 1883
to ISS7, 72S casesof the km 1 had occurred, being, for the whole fire
yearn,110per cent. During the sam; jcais the cases decidedby the
Commission in the ordinary way had bean 41,501, with an average
reduction <_f 20.5. As to the elevencases in Fermanagh decided by
valuators,and nail to be increased by 168.3 per cant., the statement
also is inexact. Out of the whole eleveu cases the former rents paid
in three only weie known. These three amounted to M'.l7 6s, the in-
creased rents ia the whole eleven casesamounting to £100 12s 6d.—
And it was by comparing toe sum total of the three
former rents with that of the eleven new rents that
the large per centage of increase was arrived at. But thatmethodof
calculation is evidently misleading. Ab to th; asseriion made by Mr.
Wyndham again with re.-pect to the Province of Leinster. where lie
saysan increase cf 6.7 per cent, hid taken place, the Archbishop
ihows that,whereas thevaluators' table contains only 8 case3asdecided
with ar increase by arbitration, 894 caseshad been decided by the
Commissioners with an averagereduction o£ 34 7per cent. His Grace
also refutes Mr.Wj ndham's statements with regard to Kildare and
the Queen's County. The Archbishopquotes Mr. Wyndham as say-
ing in his reply to Mr. Davitt:— "

A correct is in moßt cases as short
as an incorrect statement of figureF. It is only the capacity for mak-
ing the former — which appeais to Le the rarer gift of fortune

"
His

Grac9,at theconclusion ot the exposuremade by him,refers humorously
to this passage as bearing -apou theconduct of Mr. Wyndham him-
self. Hat such isBa'tcirism. All things are lawful to it, and there
is no statement, however false, that it will not brazenly publish to
the world andas brazenly sustain to serve its nefanous ends.

A. writeh in a late number cf the Month deals
with the probabiliteaof the convertion of England
;o the Ca'holic faith, bringing fjrward, in support
tf the hope,many curiou9 and interesting predic-

tions of holy menand women. Among o'her thinge, inspeaking of
the crusade of prayersoriginating with tb.2 Passionist Fathere, on
whoselabours, foreaeen miraculously by their founder, St. Paul of the
Cross,much relianca is placed, the writer alludes ac follows to the
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