
make its destruction everybody'sbusiness, asit will be the unfortu-
nate taxraver who will be mulcted in the cost of repairing the
damage. The papers hers generally unite in saying that somebody
is to blame, though there is much general congratulation that the
fire occurred in the day time. Had it taken place atnight there
is only toomuch reason to fear that the lives of many of the inmates
would have been sacrificed. The female patients areall safelyhoused
in tne Immigration Barracks at Addington,and their friends at a
distance may feelquitesatisfied as to theirsafety andcomfort.

Father O'Donnel's many friends in Canterbury and elsewhere
will be pleased to hear that there is a very good prospect that this
verypopularandenergetic youog priest will soon haveahabitation
of his own at Darfield. Since Father O'Donnell was appointe t to
tkis scattered parish he has hada great many difficulties to con'end
withand a great many hardships and discomforts toendme. Not
the least among these was the lack of a dwelling-place of his own.
This defect the Darfield people, with admirable geoerosity, have,I
believe, resolved to remove. To that end a subscription was
started at Darfield a week or two ago. The readiness with
which the project was taken up by the people of the district,
and the amount of the donations afforded excellent testimony
to the extent to which Father O'Donnell has succeeded in win-
ning the affection of his parishioners et Darfieli. The times are
bad there as elsewhere. The returning tide of prosperity has not jet
bad an appreciable effect upon thepockets of Canterbury farmers,
but Ibelieve the Darfield peoplerose superior to wavesof depres-
sion, and contributedhandsomely towards the fund for the erection
of Father O'Donnell's house. Actions like this on thepart of the
peopleshow that the bond of union betweenthem and their priest is
perfect. Where suchunionexißts, devotiononode sideandliberality on
the other become veryeasyto priestandpeople,andreligion issure to
nourish. Iam pleased to find that the Darfield people so well
appreciate theblessing which they possess inhaving Father O'Donnell
for their pastor,andIcongratulate them most heartily upou the fact
of his having decided to establish his headquartersin their midst.

Mr. Robert Lonargan, upon behalf of the bazaar committee,has
concluded arrangements with Mr.Donnelly, for thehireof thePalace
Skating Rink lor a fortnight in January. The ball has been secured
uponvery reasonableterms. Itis just the placein which to hold a
spectacularentertainment. It is large, Iwht, and airy. It in well-
appointed, 19 already very popular with the public, and is most
centrally situated. The prospects of the success of the bazaar,or
rather the Shakespearean festival, asIbelieve itis proper to call it,
should be materially increased by Mr. Lonargan's enterprisa in
securing this palatial building. Iforget if Isaid before that the
forthcomingbazaar is to be upon a most magnificent scale and that
til the stall-holders and attendants are tobe arrayed in the costumj
of some Shakespeareancharacter.

Mr. R.Lonargangoes to Melbournenext week, butonly foratrip.
lam glad to say. He will be absent a few weeks.

Apropos of Mr. Robert Lonargan,Ihaveheard some rumotrs
during the past weekabout the Literary Society. Ihave been told
that Mr. Lonargan contemplatesresigning his position as President
of the Society. Iwill not at present enter fully luto this matter or
cay whatImight about it,beeausa it is Air. Lonaigan's especial wish
thatIshouldbe charitably bilent in regard to thematter, and to
certain aspects which it presents tome. TbH much Iwill say, that,
should Mr. Lonargan inde«i resign the Presidency, it docs not
require a prophet to foretell what will be the fate of the Societj-.
Without its present President it would speedily drift back into the
half-dead condition in which Mr. Louargan found it. Mr. Lonargau
has been the back-bone of the Society. He hai kept it alive. In
this opinion the Rev. Fath-r Briand coincide*. Persons wlo w^re
piesent in the hall on the night cf the B shop's lecture will
rencemtier the warm and well-deserved compliments which the rev.
chaplainpaid to Mr.Lonargan upon themanagement of the Society,
In fact, everybody knows that only for the manner in which llr.
Lonargan has continually poured his spuit iato the Society it
would have ixpired long ago.aud that it wouldnot haveretained a
Biogle Bpark of national feeling in it. Indeed, Ihave very good
grounds for supposing that it has been Mr. Lonargan's efforts tokeep
alivein the Society some faint flame of nationality which has led to
the present complication. However,asIsiid, Iwillnot now entvr
into this matter, because Iam in hopes that the numbers of the
Society will recognise their error and will have sufficient manliness
to go andapologise to their President for tbeir petty conduct.

Presumably in obedience to thenew departure which Ibefoie
intimated that the Society wasabout to takeunder theliterary aDd
scientific renaissance instituted by the Rev. Father Briand, a do-
bate of a most interesting: character is to come off ia the Society's
rooms ou Tuesday night next. The momentousquestion tobe decided
is," Is itdesirable thit women should be employed as journalists?"
A verygreat friend of mine, a young Irish gentleman, who informed
me of* theFubject for discussion, has jusc told me that he means to
bo present antt to take part in thedebate,and to maintain the affirma-
tiveof this proposition. Ihope he may be there. He is a verygood
speaker,and has the reputationof btin^able to give some very hard
knocks toopponents ina debate. Besides, he is always to be relied
upon touphold the honour of his country and of his countrywomen
whereverand wheneverei'her is meanly assailed. But in case any
accident shouldprevent him fiom beingpiesent on Tuesday night, in
the interests of your readers Ihaveobtained from him a forecast of
his speech, which is eminently to the point. Ifeel sure, whatever
maybe the verdict given by the Society on Tuesday night, that after
realinpmy young friend's speech the verdict of your readers will be
that "the ayes have it." The following is a condensation of the
speech:— "Rev. Chaplain, Mr. President, and gentlemen,— ■ Woeiher
or not a woman should be employed as a journalist

"
is a question

which, Imaintain, wholly depends for its solution upon the woman
who is in question. If,forexample,youcould find a woman inChrist-
church whocould write better than— well, say some members of this
Society, a womanwho is able enoughandbrave enough touphold any
great cause, for instance the character and independence of that
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conntry whichmany ofushailasourbirthland-shouldwemeanly denyto such a one the right tobe employed as a jo«rnaliat f Surely not.Inthe darkest and most sorrowful days of our country, when famine
and persecution had drivenhope from Ireland, when the wholeUndlay desolate, comeof the true-hearted womeaof Brin, by th-jir iour-nalistio (Sorts, did much to fanonce more iato flame the embers ofhooeandof national life in their sufferingcountry. Who am>ng v«,
with thememory of thestirring words of "

Speranxa
'
and,of " Eva

'
and

'Mary 'in theNation in their memories will find voice tosar'no' to thepropositionbefore us f Any man here who can utterthatnegative must have first unorra^efally forgotten how tench thebravesistersof oar Irish leader, Fauny aad Anna Parnell, have donein ourown day by voice; and pen to set Ireland fr.e. The patrioticdaughters of Ireland h^ve ever been to the front in aivaming thenationalmovement which is now about to result in Üb3rty for oar
countrymen athome, and inr rising the status of Irishpeopleabroad.Thelatter, is a point of some importance to us in Chrinchurch, rev.Chaplain and Mr. Chairman. Let us remember Jwhat women bava
done and suffered for our country. Let us remember tin honourwhich they haveconferred uponit,for Imaintain that the womenofIrelandare among the purestandnoblest oftheir sex. Their devotedlove for theircountry has evei been ona of thebrightest gems in that
crownof virtueof which even the calumnious pen of their enemies
has never been able to rob them. If in the htppier circumstances
whichexist in this Colony anopeningexists for women,andespecially
for the womenof Ireland, to be employed as journalists, or in thehigher walksof life, let us hail with delight their ability to adopt
such pursuits. Let us assist themif we c»n, letuabe proudof them,
but letuanotmeanly envy them,let usnot basely desire to see them
remain in inferior positions. Let us not forget that, owing to thaterrible injustice which was inflicted upon our couatry ia the past,
many of the women of Ireland, alas, like too many of the men of
Ireland,in this country andelsewhere,are even at the present day
little else thanbo id slaves anddrudges of thehereditaryenemies of
our country. If in soms instances a change is coming over thescene
and we findhere and there a woman of our country rising superior
to the legacy of the penaldays, is itour place to challenge herright
to do so / Letus not degrade our Society;let us notgive the lie to
those who havecredited Irishmen with the possession of a spirit of
chivalry by saying to any of our countrywomen who may suceeel in
regaining the social statusof which the penal laws robbed them, go
bick to drudgery, go back to the inferior station which Koglish law
assigned you;we, your countrymen, like your Stxonoppressors, hate
tosee you rise. Iknow quite well that any member of this Society,
or of anysociety, who haa had thenational spirit squeezedout of him,
willnot take my view of the question,but such a oneIconsider tobe
biyond hope. The opinionof a denationalised Irishmanissomething
about which no braveandhonourable Irishwoman need concern her-
self. She will never have such a one jostliDg or rivalling her ina
journalistic career. Tnere is no fear of that. Ihold,rev.chaplain,
Mr. President, and gentlemen, that such a question should not have
been brought up for discussion in this Society;good tasteshouldhave
excluded i. We shouldhave remembered whatIrishwomenby their
penshave done for ourcountry, and common gratitude should have
chained every tongue in this room from speaking one wordagainst
tne adoption by women of the profession of journalists. Wa
sh .uld have remembered the chivalry of our dujtrymen,
and above all we should not have forgotten that wo
are suppo-ed to be gentlemen. Wa should have remembered
too, that in speaking depreciatingly of women we were insulting tha
sex of the glorious patronessof the Order of whichour rev.Chaplain
is a member. For those over whose mmdd these considerations
haveno influence, prudence should have had a salutary effect which
shouldhave deterred them from entering upon this discussion. It
wouldhave been wiser and s^fer for ua to have gone on analysing
time, space, the p=ychology of the soul, the laws of relativity,associa-
tion of idea", the theories concerning the universaluiante rentand
theuniversaliain re, and any other of those points with which our
stupendousintellects are able to graprle-to havestuck toabstractions,
and to have let the c ncrete alone, especially the concrete in tha
form of woman. Women are tooRubtle for us. Th«y are too shtrp-
witted for us to hope to come off anything but second best in a
discussion of thi6 kind. Some of us have found this out before:
some of us are likely to find it out again. No glory will result toua
from debates of this kind. Of that, rev. Chaplain, Mr. Chairman
and gentlemen,Iam firmly convinced;andIthink, uponreflection
jouwill all agree with me."

—
Ithinkitwill be generally admitted

that my young friend speaks fairly well, and that he is none the
worseKB an orator, a logician, and aphilosopher because Lia heart is
still true to thebrave dear land which all Lishmen ought to love,
but which some Irishmen,Iam sorryand ashamed to say, eeemdis-
posed to forget.

On Sunday, at 11 o'clock Mass, Father Cummings preached a
charity sermon on behalf of the St. Vincent de Paul Society. He
briefly sketched the life and work of the great St. Vincent, who to
loved mankind, and concluded with aneloquentappealtoall persona
to assist iD forwarding the noble work to which St. Vincent de Paul
devoted his life. The appeal appeared to be fairly responded to,
but, considering the excellence of the sermon and the object lor
whichit was given,Iwas sorry to see so manymeant placesin the
church.

From Germany come tidings that Prince Lichnowsky, im-
mediately ouhis return from Rome, had audience of theEmperor, to
whom he consigned tne autograph letter of the Sovereign Pontiff.
Itis further declared that the ecclesiastical legislation will continue
toundergo modifications ina sense favourable to theCatholicChurch ;
likewise, it is asserted that tha late Emperor Frederick 111, iv
recognition of the part taken by Jlonsigaor Galimbeiti, Apostolic
Nuncio at Vienna, in the conciliation between the Roman Curia and
the German Government, has bequeathed to him, by will, artistic
aitides of considerableintrinsic value.
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