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meko ils destruction everybody's business, aa it will be the unforta-
pate taxpaver who will be malcted 1n the cost of repairing the
damnge. The papers hera generally unite in saying that somebody
is to blame, tbough there is much genaral congratnlaticn that the
fire occucred in the day time. Had it taken place at night there
ia only too much reason to fear that thelives of many of the inmates
wouid have been sacrificed. The female patients are all safely hrnsed
mn toe Immigration Barracks at Addiogton, and their friends at a
distance may feel quite satisfied as to their gafsty and comfort.

Father O'Donoel's many friends in Canterbnry and elsewhere
will be pleased to hear that there is a very good prospect that this
yery popular and energetir youog priest will gsoon have a habitation
of his own at Darfield. Bince Father O'Donnell was appointet to
this scattered parisk he has had a great many difficultics to con'end
with and & great many hardships and discomforts to endure. Not
the least among theme wan the lack of a dwelling-place of his own.
This defect the Darficld people, with admirabla gecerosity, have, I
believe, resolved to remove, To that end a scbscription was
started at Darfield a week or two sgo. The readinesa with
wbich tbe project waa taken up by the people of the district,
and the mmount of the donations afforded excellent testimony
to the extent to which Father O'Donnell has succeaded in win-
ning the affection of his parishicnsrs at Darfie}i. The times ara
bad there ne elsewhere. The returniog tide of prosperity has not yet
had an appreciable effect upon the pockets of Canterbury farmers,
but I believa the Darflald people rose supetior to waves of dqpres-
pion, and contributed handsomely towards the fund for the erection
of Fatber O'Donpell's house. Actions like this on tae part of the
people show that the bond of union between them and their priest s
perfect. Where such union exists, devotion on one side and liberality on
the other become very easy to priest and people, and religion iasure to
flourish. I am pleased to find that the Darfield people so well
appreciate the blessing whick they possess in baving Fathzr O'Doanell
for their pastor, acd I congratulate them most hesrtily upou the fact
of his having decided to establieh his headquarters in their midst.

Mr. Robert Lonargan, upon behalf of the bazaar committee, has
concluded arrangements with Mr, Donnelly, for the hire of the Palace
Skating Riok lor a fortnight ia January, Tbe hall has been eecured
ppoh very resgonable terms. It is jost the place in which to hold a
spectacular entertainment. It ia large, hizht, and airy, It ia well.
appointed, 19 already very popular with the pabhe, sud is most
centrally situated. The prospects of the snccess of the bazaar, or
rather the Shakespearean festival, as I believe it is proper to call it,
should be materially increased by Mr, Lonargan™s enterprise in
securing this palatial bmiding. I forget if I said before ihat the
forthcoming bazaar is to be npon a most magnificent scale and that
a1l the stall-holders and sttendants are to be arrayed in the costum.:
of some Bhakespearean character,

Mr. B, Lonargan goes to Melbourne next week, but only fora trip,
I am plad to say. He will be absent a few weeks.

Apropes of Mr, Robert Lonargan, I have heard some rumonrs
duriog the past week about the Literary Soclety. T have been told
that Mr. Lonargan contemplates resigning his position as President
of the Bociety, I will not at present enter fully 1uto this matter or
say what [ might about it, because it 18 ur, Lonaigan’s especial wish
that I sbould be charitably eilent in regard to the matter, acd to
certain aspects which 1t presents to me. This much I will say, that,
should Mr, Looargan indeel resign th: Presidency, it doesa not
require a prophet fo foretell what will be the fate of the Society.
Without its present President it would speedily dnift back 1ate the
half-dead condition in which Mr. Lousrgan foand it, Mr, Lonargan
Laa been the Dack-bone of the Society., He hay kept it alive, In
tbis opizion the Rev. Fath-r Briand coincides, Persons who wore
ptesent in the ball on the might «f the B shop’s lecture wuli
rercemver the warm anl well-deserved compliments which the rev,
chaplain paid to Mr. Lonargan upon the management of 1he Bocuety,
In fact, everybody knows that ooly for the macner in which Mr.
Lonargan has continually poured his spuit Iato the Society it
would have expired long ago. and that it would not bave retained a
giogle spark of nativnal feeliny in it. Indeed, I have very gool
grounds for eupposing that tt hes been Mr, Lonargan’s efforts to keep
alive in the Bociety some faint lame of nationality which has led tp
the present complication. However, a3 Ieud, I wiil not now enter
into this matter, because I am in hopes that the m>mbera of the
Bociety will recognise their error and will have sufficient manliness
to go and apologise fo their President for their petty conduct,

Presumably in obedience to the new departure which I befme
intimated that the Bociety was about to take uander theliterary and
scientific repmissance 1nstituted by the Rev. Fatber Briand, a de-
bate of a most iateresting character i1s to come off {n the Soc.ety's
rooms on Tuesday night next. The meomentous question to be decided
ig, “ Is it desirable that women should be employved as joarnaliste?™
A very great friend of mive, a young Irish geatleman, who informed
me ol {he rebject for dircussion. has just teld me that be means to
bo present and to take part in the debate, and to maintain the affirma-
tive of tbis proposition. I hope be may vz there. He is a very good
apeaker, and bas the reputaticn of beinz able to give some very hard
knocks to oppooents in a debate. Besidee, he is alwavs to be relied
upon to upho!d the honeur of bic country acd of his countrywomen
wherever and whenever either is meanly sssatled. But in case any
pocident ehould prévent hum from being present on Tueeday night, in
the interesis of your readers [ have ebiained from bim a forecast of
his speech, which is eminently to the point. I feel sure, vhatever
may Le the verdict given by the Bociery on Tuesday night, that after
rea ling my young friend’s speech the verdict of your readers will be
that “the ayes have it.” The tollowing 1s & condensation of the
ppeech :—" Bev, Chapinin, Mr, President, and gentiemen,—' Woether
or not & woman shouid be employed as a joornalistisa question
whieh, I maintair, wholly depends for its solution upon the woman
who ig in question, If, forexamp!le, you conld find a woman in Christ-
church who could write better than—well, say some members of this
Boclety, & woman wha 13 able enongh and brave enough to uphold an
great cause, for instance the characler and independence of thag

country which many of us hul agour birthland--should we meanly deny
to sach 2 ane the right to be employed a8 & jowrnaiiat? Burely not.
In the darkest and most sorrowful days of our country, when famina
and pergecution had driven bhope from Ireland, when the whoale land
lay desolate, some of the true-hearted women of Erin, by thair four-
nalistic efforts, did moch to fan once more into flama the embers of
hooe and of national life io their suffering country, Who am ng ae,
with the memory of the stirring words of * Speranza ' and, of * Kva '
and ‘Mary *io the Nation in tbeir memories will find voice to sy
‘no' to the proposition before na! Any man here who can utter
that negative must hnve first ungra‘efally forgoiten how wuch the
brave eisters of ouar Irish ieader, Fauny and Anna Parnsl!, have dona
in our own day by voice and pen to ezt Ireland fr.e. The patriotio
daughters of Ireland hive ever been to the frout in aivansing the
national movement which is now about to result in lib2rty for gur
couatrymen at home, and in riiging the statos of Irish peaple abroed.
The latter, is a poiot of some importasce to us in Christchorch, rev,
Chaplain and Mr. Chairman. L3t us remember owhat women have
doune and sufferad for our coaatty, Let us remember ths honour
which they bave conferred upoas it, for I maintain that the women of
Ireland are among the purest and noblest of their sex. Their devoted
love for their courtry bas ever been ona of the brightest gems in that
crown of virtue of which even the calumnions psn of their snamies
has mever been able to rob them. If in the huppier ocircumstances
which exist in this Colony an opening exista for women, and sspecially
for the women of [reiand, to be employed as journalists, or in the
higher walkas of life, let us hail with delight their ability to adopt
such pursnite, Let ua assiat them if we can, let ua be prond of them,
but let ua not meanly envy them, let us not basely denira to see them
remsin in inferior positions. Let vs not forget that, owing to the
terrible injustice which was inthioted upon our conatry ia the paat,
many of the women of Ireland, alas, like 00 many of the men of
Ireland, in this country aad elsewhere, are even at the present day
little else than bo id slaves and drudges of the hereditary evemies of
our conntry. If in some instances a change is coming over thg scene
and we fiad here and there 3 womsan of our country rising Buperior
to the legacy of the penal days, is it our place to challenge her right
to doso! Let us not degrade our Society ; let ua not give the lia to
thosa who have ctedited lrishmen with the possession «f a spirit of
chivalry by saying to any of our conntrywomen who may suceeel in
regaining the social status of which the penal laws rovbed them, go
bick to drudgery, go back to the inferior station which Hoglish law
assigued you ; we, your countrymen, like your Baxon oppressurs, hate
tosee you rise, [ know quite well that any member of this Bociety,
or of any saciety, who has bad the national spitit squeezed out of him,
will not take my view of the question, but sach s one I consider to be
bzyoad bope. The opinion of a denationalised Irishman is something
about which 0o brave and houourable [rishwoman need coneern her-
s2/f. Bhe will never have such a one jostling or rivalling her in a
journahistic career. Toere is no fear of that. I hold, rev. chaplaio,
Mr, Presideat, and gentlemen, that soch a question should not have
been brought up for discassion in thia Society ; pood taste should have
excluded ir.  We should have remembered what Irishwomen by thelr
pens have dene for our conntry, snd common gratitnde should have
chained every tongune 1n this room from speaking one word againat
tne adoption by women of tha profession of journsliate. Wa
shuld bave remembered the chivalty of our ciuitrymen,
and above all we should mnot have foryotten that wa
are supposed to be gentlemsn. Wa should hkave remembered
too, that 10 speakiog depreciatingly of women we were insalting tha
gex of 1be glorivus patroness of the Order of which onr rev, Chaplan
is & member. For those over whose minds thesa coosideratioas
have no inflzence, prudence should bave had a salutary effect which
should have deterred them from entering upon this discussisn, It
would have been wiger and ssfer for va to have gone on analyeing
tume, space, the p=ychology of the sou], the laws of relativity, associa-
tion of ideas, the theories concerning the wniversalia ante rem and
the universalia in re, and sny other of ihoee points with which cur
stapendous intellects are able Lo grapr le-to bave stuck to abstractions,
and to bavy let the ¢ ncrete alone, especially the concrete in tha
form of womsn. Women &re too rabtle for ua, Thay are too sharp-
xitted for us to hope to come off anything but sccond best in &
discussion of this kind., Some of us bave Iound this out before:
aome of us are likely to find it out again, No glory will result to 0
from debates of tme kind, Of that, rev. Chaplain, Mr. Charrman
and gentlemen, [am firmiy cooviaced ; and I think, upon reflection
you will all agree with me.'—I think it wil! be gecerally admitied
that my young friend apesks fairiy well, and tbat he is none the
worse »8 an orator, a logician, and a philosopher because Lis beart is
aull true to the brave dear land which all [iishmen ought to love,
but which some Irishmen, I am sorry and ashamed to say, seem dis-
pueed 10 forget.

Qn Buaday, at 11 o'clock Mass, Father Cummings presched s
charity sermon oo bebalf of the Bt. Vincent de Pau! Socisty. Hae
briefly sketcbad the life aod work of the great 8t. Vincent, who so
loved mankind, and concluded with an eloquent appeal to all persons
to mesist io formarding tbe noble work to which Bt, Vincent de Punl
devoted his life. The appeal sppeared to be fairly responded to,
but, conmdering the excellence of the sermon and the object for
which {¢ was given, I was sorry to ees 50 many vaeant places in the

church,
S ———————

From Germany come tidinga that Prince Lichnowsky, im.
| medrateiy on bia retorn from Rome, bad audieace of the Emperor, to
, whom be coneigoned the aatograph lotter of tha Sovareign Poatiff.
It 18 further declared that the ecclesiastical legisiation will continne
! to nndergo modifications in a sense favourable to the Catholie Chureh ;
likewse, it i3 asserted that the late Emperor Frederick 11I, in
recogoition of the part taken by Monsignor Galimbert, Apoatolic
Nunciv at Viennas, in the conciliation batween the Boman Curis and
| the German Government, hsa begueathed to him, by will, artistic

| articles of coneiderable intringic value,



