
andscreening theproprietor of the Times and their friends in theGovernment from thepunishment due tothem. He statesbisbelief,a very probable one,that the Times will be aided by secret servicemoney, and points out the necessity of supportingMr. Parnell, whohe says, fightsnot his own, but thebattle ot the Irishpeople,againstsuch odds.— But nothing more than thin Commission hat served tocall out the feeling of the Statesgenerallyon thematter,and severalof the leading newspapers, even those havingno special connectionwith the Irishcause, have opened subscription lists in aid of the
defence fund. There has neverbeen a case in which the attentionofthe world has been more forcibly drawn to the proceedings, and,whatever maybe themind of the judges,it will be hard for ihem toact aa partisan?. Their doing bo, under the circumstances, would be
almostaBmuch a triumphfor thePamellitesasthe decided overthrowoftheir accusers. Meantimeitis urgedthat Mr.Fitzgerald's appealshould meet with a generous response.

calls it,ofthe Scotch members, with tbe answerthat itis intendedthat Scottishmembers shouldBtill take their seats in the Imperialparliament to deal with Imperial matters, but that affairs purelyJSnglish should be left to the sole management of Englishmen, whoDest know what they themselves want.
"'
IfEnglandchooses to be

vv 7"7"<? Eayß>
" thenlether be Tory-" There can nodoubt thatMr.McNaught s object deserves the sympathy andaid he seeks for,

If,moreover, the struggle for Irish Home Kule, now at a fatefulcrisis, did|not occupy the whole attention of Irish-Americans, thescotch cause might reckonon their very active support, asit alreadyHas their sympathy. Let affairs in Irelandonce be settled andIrish-men everywhere will prove their gratitude toScotland for the aidsne has given to them in their necessity. Even asitis they may berelied upon togive such help asit lies in their power to give— but soas to avoid any imprudence or divisionwhich might injure their owncause, and inevitably that of Scotland as well. But we wish Mr.McNaught all success inhis tour andhis undertaking generally
A great sensation has been caused in New York by the burningdown of the Convent of the Sacred Heart, an immense buildingStanding on anestate of someninety acresbetween127thand 135tb

SSSv *i- ? &le took p]ace at a very inopportune time, there being250 ladies of the Order assembled there for the annual retreat Itwascaused by the carelessness of some plumbers engaged on thecupola, and wasdiscoveredabout twohours after the men had lefttheir work for the day. Besides the nuns in the building, therewere a number of young lady boarders who were spending theirvacation there. But so excellent was themanagement of MesdamesJones andDuffy, the Superioresses in charge, that not only didalltheinmates get safely out,but a large quantity of themoveables inthe convent was also rescued from destruction. The building was,fortunately, insured almostto the full amount of itsvalue. Althoughtherehas been a gooddeal of inconvenience, therefore, the loss iscomparatively trifling.

General Harrison is very pronounced oa protection and the
exclusion of pauper labour. He identifiesbothmeasures, ashe saystoprofessan anxiety toexcludepauper and Chinese labourers isveryinconsistent, if, at the same time, tho6emaking it,by supporting FreeTrade,consent tobriDg the Americanworkmeninto competition witb
cheap labourat a distance. From this as well as from the competi-tion near at hand of Europeanpaupers and Chinamen,be declareshimself determined to protect the American people. A point onwhich the General is undeniably soundis that of the inviolability ofthe home. "The homeis thebest,"he says, "asit is the first, schoolof good citizenship. It is the greatconservative and assimilating
force. Ishoulddespair of my country if American citizens were tobe trained only in schools,valuable as is their instruction. It is inthehome that we first learnobedienceandrespect for law. Parentalauthority is the type of beneficentgovernment. Itisin thehome that
we learn to love, in themother that bore üb, that which is virtuous
and pure." Heclaims for the Republicansthat they have been the
especial friendsand protectors of the American home.

The rejection by the Senate of the Fisheries Treaty hts given
satisfaction to all but the pro-British faction, who place Englishinterests first and American last. TheNew York Times, for example,whichis theprincipal organ of this party,did its beat tosecure theratificationof the Treaty by a threat of consequences, even resulting,
itsaid, inwar. To avoid this danger, the newspaperinquestion did
not hesitate to propose a completesurrender of the fisheries. For-
tunately, however,socowardly aspirit did not actuate the majority
in the Benate, nor does it exist in the country. The true nature ofthe Treaty is nowapparent toall reasonable men, anditmeets with
general condemnation. Itis felt that by its failurea humiliatingandmischievouspositionhas been avoided.

Herr Bandmann, the actor, has returned from Europe boilingover with indignation at the treatment he denounces as given him
in England. Plots, combinations, and even conspiracies, he says,were formedagainst him, including among their members even thebrightest ornaments of the stage. Herr Bandmannsayshe valiantlywitnstoodall; but the final straw that broke the camel's back wasthe packing of the Opera Comique, on his appearance there, withfour hundredmyrmidons employed tokick uparow. Then,says thevictim, "Igave itup." There is still balm in Gilead,however, for
although Herr Bandmannas an actorhas met with a catastrophe,astheproprietorof a ranch he has had a success. He has importedfromFrance seme valuable stock for his business as a horse-breeder,with which, for thepresent at least, he retires into Montana. Itiswell, then, occasionally that a man should have two strings to hisbow— and if he has the consolation of believing that it was tbesupremacyof his genius that led to the failure of the one, while hebetakeshimself to thecultivation of tbe other, his position is moreenviable still.

Eegret is felt everywhere at the sad news that Mrs. HarrietBeeeher Stowe is dying, She has reached the advancedage oE 77years,andher record is an honourable one. Her great work, that ofrousing tbe indignation of the civilised world against slavery, andvirtually giving to that system its death blow,must make her nameimmortal, and if in other respects there are imperfections to bemarked inher career,who can claim a whollyunblemished reflectionof his life in themirror of truth1 The gooddeeds doneby this ladyare now present to the minds of all, and by them alone will hermemorybe deservedly distinguished.
Mr.SecretaryBayard has again earned the gratitude o£ England.Behring seahas now toall intents and purposes been thrown open totheunrestricted tradingof British sealers, and that notwithstandingthe fact that the seal fisheries havebeen leased by theGovernmentat a veryconsiderableprofit. The promiscuous,unregulated fishingof privateers, besides, involves the inevitable destruction of thefisheries, for the se-ils are timid and waryanimals, andmay easily befrightened away from their haunts. Mr. Bayard, nevertheless,onthepretence of making things plain for the Fisheries Commissioß,

issued such orders that, during the season, the poaching schoonersnave carried on their depredations under the very noseand withinsight of the American authoritiep. What makes the matter appearall the more pusillanimous is that theCanadian Government werebynomeans so considerate,but,all the time,kepta rigorouswatch overAmerican fisbing vessels. Mr. Bayard's conduct will probaoly have
an effect on Mr.Cleveland'schances of re-election to the Presidency.

«t<»psThe President's Message to Congress, demanding powers of re-taliationas a consequence of the failure of theFisheriesTreaty,and
as tbe only meansof checking theoffensive action of Canada,hasbeen universally applauded. The discussion of the matter itself, andof the mannerin whichit was received in England, has calledoutsome very remarkable utterances. Among others, General Butler,speaking at Boston, dwelt especially on the danger snggested ofbringing ona war with England. The English Governmenthe Baid,weretoo wise to be whipped into a war with the United States. The
stoppageby the States of their exportationof cotton would destroy
the Government, and the stoppageof the exportationof wheat would
starve thepeople. Tbe General, however threwsomedoubton Mr.Cleveland's sincerity and alluded to his demand for retaliationaspossibly an electioneering measure. He added that a British war-ship would be welcome tobombard New York, as about one-third ofthebuildings in that City belonged to LondonInsurance Companies'.
More remarkable still were the speeches made in Congress during
the debate on the KetaliationBill introduced by Mr, Wilson ofMinnesota,in which the threats of theLondonStandard that Canadahad British cannon ather back were alluded to. This threat wastreated with pronounced derision. No gun-boat, it was said, forinstance, would have time toreach American waters before Canada
was partof the United States. The echo of the first gun dischargedwould not have ceased to reverberatebefore the President of the
greatest republic on earth would salute Charles Stewart Parnell aathePresident of the youngc3t republic. A war with America wouldmeanthe loss of India to England, and the verificationof the saying
that England's difficulty was Ireland's opportunity

—
with a good

deal more to the same effect. But although it may be urged thatagood dealof such talkia Yankeebrag,or belongsas amatter of courseto the Presidential contest,or has some other particular application,
still it must be evident that it is not altogether without its sugges-
tiveness or wanting in its sting. Inneither o( two countries, bound
toone another by bondsthat werecompletely indissoluble,couldBuch
speeches be made,or listened to withapplause.

CHRISTCHURCH.

Itis reported that the New York Freeman's Journal, a news-paper that.in thehands of its lateproprietorandeditor,Mr.McMaster,wassecond to none in the whole world of Catholic journalism andwhich, since that gentleman's much lamented death, has been ably
conducted.on thesamelines,has been purchasedby Mr. Patrick Ford.IfMr. Ford, asno doubt he will, conducts the Freeman's Journal onstrict Catholic principles,and asably as he has always conductedtheIrish World, always a most able newspaper and of late years as
admirable in every respect as it is able, Catholic journalism will
still be brilliantly represented by it. Mr. Egan, who had for sometime been engaged ina prominent positionon the Freeman'sJournalhas recently been appointedto achair of literature in theUniversity
of NotreDame, Indiana, aposition whichhe isexceptionally qualified
to fill. It is probably in consequence of this that the sale of thanewspaperin question has taken place.

Mr. John FitzgeraldofNebraska, President oi the Irish NationalLeague of America, hasissued a strong appeal for aid towards thedefenceof Mr. Parnell against the Commission, and in his actionmScotland. Mr.Fitzgerald brands theCommission ashaving the soleobject of evading aninquiry into the authenticity ofthe forged letter,

(From our own Correspondent.)
Christchubch, after hating outdone Wellington in the matterofearthquakes,is evidently bent upon beating Auckland's record iaregard to fires.

"
Alarming conflagrations "

until lately werealmostunknownsensations in this city. During the past few weeks this
order of things has been verymuch reversed. The soundof the firebell and the rattle of the engine* along the streets are becoming
unpleasantly frequent. People were just beginning to recover the
shock of surprise caused by seeing Hobday's corner reduced in a few
minutes toa heap ot cinders, when they have been againstartled bythe destructive fire at Sunnyside. Hobday's fire was borne philoso-
phically by the public, because it was a private property and waswell insured. With Sunnyside, however,it is a very differentmatter.The Asylum was public property, and was uninsured. These facto
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