
Ireasonwhy,asgiven toa reporterof thePaliMall Gatdte:—":
— " Why1

Do you not know that everyemissary of theCastleusesyourNational
Anthem to insult the Irishpeople1 Do you not know that British
soldiers have been ordered to march through the streets of an Irish
townona Sundaymorning singingit? No opportunityisevermisted
of using it to annoy Irishmen. Our refusal was not meant as an
insult 10 the Queenor to theEnglish people;it wassimply aprotest;
against Balfourism in Ireland." And |our belief is that all fair*
mindedmen will acknowledge the justice of the plea. Inany case
Paddy from Cork has provedhimself no poltroon, anddeserves the
due recognitionof his spirited*behaviour.

Mb. Gladstone in a speech made by him the
other dayat Wrexham, reiteratedhis statementas
to the treatment of political prisoners by King
Bomba ofNaples. Heexplained thattheprisoners

who werechained
—

oneof them being linked to a felon, weremen
whohadbeen convicted of hightreasonand whoserespite.from execu-
tion the Government lookedupon as an act of mercy. Apolitical
prisonernot so convicted, he said, occupied a separate apartment
anddidnot wear the prison dress. It was with the treatment given
to this prisoner,and which wasusual in such cases,that the speaker
hadcontrasted that obtaining under Mr. Balfoar's rule. The chair-
man of the meeting afterwards confirmed what Mr. Gladstone had
stated. He himself, he eail, had constantly/een King Bomba'a
politicalprisoners in the year 1852, as they took their exercise, and
they wereneither compelled toassociate with felons nor to wear the
prison dress. We may add that they also seem to have been better
treated wtth regard to their exercise than theIrishprisoners, who are
confined to close anddismal courts,shut out from all communication
with the outer world. Mr. Gladstone's contrast, therefore, remains
true, andEnglish prisonsin Ireland deservea worse reputation than
thaiwhich was earned thirty or forty yearsago, to the horror of all
Burope,byNeapolitandungeons.

Ireland, the know-nothings tell us, if once
NO STTCH thing,stripped of its present population would be taken

up by EnglishandScotch agriculturists, who would
make a garden of the desert, and asmilingmillionaire of every dis-
tressed landlord. But whatare the facts of the case ? Ireland, as
she becomes deprived, rapidly andmore rapidly still,of her popula-
tion,loses the productive powers of her scil andgrows barren. Mi
LabouchereinTruth, tells us of the conclusions of a certain Bnglish
farmer as follows :—":

— "Why, sir," said one Biitish agriculturist, "ifI
werechloroformed and kidnapped, and takenover toIreland, and
ledblindfold acrosg ten yards of Irish grass,Icould tell it was
Irish. Itis not grass atall;itis wire. Itscrapes against yourboots
like wire. Itcontains no nutritive property." The conclusions of
all intelligent visitors to the country, says Truth, are of a similar
kind, and their opinion is that even Home Rule can afford no
remedy. Mr. Labouchere himself, however, finds the contradiction
of this gloomy sentence, in the mouldering remains of the vast
promiseof better things given by that shortperiod at the close of the
lastcentury when the country enjoyed independence, and expresses
hisbelief thatHome Rule,in some 20 years,would effectallthat was
needful. Butis it likely that even with Home Bule, Bnglish and
Scotch farmers would risk the trial, expending their own capital,
for the landlords could not put their holdings into proper order,with
such doubtful results. And without Home Rule, the onehope, to
avoid wbich thepeoplehadbeen expelled,who would be ao mad aa
to make the venturef No. For the the Irish people themselves,
inspiredby the strong love of their native land, and willing tomake
many sacrifices torestore her to life and prosperity, the task is set*
and no others either can or will accomplish it. Meantime, nature
itself continues tocry out agiinat the desolation that 'prevails. Last
year 82,923 people,the cream, the youth, and vigour of the popula-
tion, left the country, and this year's returns give, 86,239 acres of
land as fallenout of cultivation. This year the emigration has been
greatly inexcess,and, no doubt, the consequentsterility will be in
proportion, The depopulation of Ireland, then, does not mean the
establishment of h&ppy English and Scotch settlements. Itmeans
desolation andruin, and the just ju Igment of God on the destroyers.

A young man of Reading, Pa.,became insane from" reading too
many books on religion and the tariff."

The statistics of suicides inFrance, which have just been pub-
lished, show the camealarming prevalence of self-destruction. The
total for the past twelve months is 7,572, one-fifth cf thesebeing in
and around Paris. It is remarkable thatpoverty has only caused 483
suicides in all France, and this figure includes a morbid fear of im-
pending misery withoutactual pnva1ion;1,975 cases may be traced
to mental aberration, and 1,228 to physical suffering. Among the
moral causes, domestic trouble stands first, and alcoholism next.
Theieare 200 cases of disappointedlove, and only 27 from jealousy,
dislike of military service giving 25. The suicidal month of the
year is July,and itis worthnoting that suicides have increased since
the establishmentof thefete on the 14th.

We find wewere tolerably correctlast week in our
remarks as to the imprudence of the GermanKm-
peror'a going about the world "

shouting," as the
Pall MallGazettecalls it,and without theguidance

of an experienced statesman. The utmost apprehension, it seems,
"xiitsinEurope as to whatmay comeof the Emperor'sconduct. And
aogood hadso far come of it, for the visit to Russia, of which bo
mach was spoken,resulted in nothing, and it is evenmost probable
thatno subjects of importance werementioned either by Czar or
Emperor. PrinceBismarck, moreover,had been strongly opposedto
the visit,ashe was also to that nowpaid to Borne,andhisdispleasure
is hardly likely tobe lessened by the honour conferred there by the
Emperor on Signor Orispi, who had deserved the Chancelor's
disapprobation,and just beensnubbedby him in consequence. Prioce
Bismarck they say,however, has many causes for displeasure, and
things at Berlin aregoing sadly against his desires. The retirement
of Count Moltke, for example, which took place at the wish cf the
German Emperor to make way for the promotionof Count Waldersee
has caused him great annoyance. In Italy, we are told, they were
afraidof the indiscretion of the Emperor, and wedonot know that
much has taken place there to remove their fears. His Majesty's
advice to the Pope, if the report be true, certainly nullified the con-
cession madft by him in going from therailways'ation straight to theVatican, as it had been previously arranged, andonly afterwards pro-
ceeding onhis visittoKing Humbert at the Qairinal. The Emperor's
meaning, we have already Baid, we cannot understand. But tbe
possibility thathe means to conciliate tin revolution seems a littls
"treDgthened by the fact that the German Socialists haverecently won" pronounced victory inan election. Atall events, his undertakings!
whether they haveanymeaningor nomeaning, whether they proceed,
as it isalso suggested, merely from a vainlonging toexhibit himself
and bis grandeur, or from some other unwise, though better intan-
tioned motive,have nothing very reassjring in them, and even as
contrasted with the worst days of the old Emperor's reign, seem to
illustrate the saying

—
Batter tosup with the devilyou kn»w than to

sup withthe devilyou don'tknow. The younger Emperor with his
younger counsellors,will hardly bring about an improvement in the
■tateof Europeanaffairs.

PADDY from Cork has proved himself to be
the brct'T of a boy. He knows how to Btick to his
principles wherever he may be,and neither fearnor
flattery caa detaoh him from them. The Cork

Barrack-street Band, employnd to play at the Irish Exhibition in
London, were asked the other day to favour the fashionable company
present with theNationalAnthem. Their reply, to the general con-
"tercationof all concerned, wasa point-blank refusal. Here is their
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Negotiationshowever,for this end werenecessary with the RussianI
Government, and they were accordingly taken in hand and ably
carried through by the British ambassador at St. Petersburg, whose
reportott thematter has recently been laid before Parliament. In
consequence of the arrangements thru made and the concessions
granted, Captain Wiggins was enabled to carry out,hia long con-
templateddesign, and,last year,lie ascended the river Yenisei, in a
iteamer named the Phoenix, andladen with a cargo of English goods
whichwere gladly recaived,as indeed the whole expeditionwas with
enthusiasm,by theGovernorandpeopleof Yene9eiaka town situated
some two thousand miles from the month of the river. Norcan we
hare much difficulty in understanding the feelings at such an
arrivalof a community, which had hitherto been lost in the
depthsof a vastdesert, and hardly acquainted with the existence of
An outer world,except, perhaps, through some of those melancholy
bandsof Russian exiles

—
whose fatehas from time immemorialbeen

somuoh commiserated by people of humane minds. But the pros-
pect thus opened of trade batween England and Siberia is very
attractive,andholdsout great promise of many kinds. Siberia is a
landof unboundedwealth andcapableof almostinfinitedevelopment.
Its fertility is boundless, andits minerals rich and abundant. One
ofthemost famous of noble Europeanhouses, indeed,already ow«3
toit their placaasnoblesand millionaires,that,namely,of Demidoff,
whichoriginated witha blacksmith of the country, whose deftness in
bistrade gained the favour of Peter the Great, and thus obtainedfor
him mining concessions of which he knew how to make due profit.
The difficulty of the question,however, seem9to be, as to whether a
country like Russia, woichis so jealous of foreign commerce, and
SO anxious tosecure fresh markets, and open upnew trading centres
for herself, will consent to see this great opportunity monopolised or
shared invery largely by England. The districts thus opened com-
prisenot only the wholeof Siberia, butpossibly a great portion of
Northern Chinaas well, and the importance of the matter can be
bardly over-rated. At any rate it gives Russia a power, if she
chooses to make use of it, of influencing commercial interests in
England in her favour, and thus making any tendency towards a dis-
agreement with her unpopular— anda matter to ba avoided even at"considerablesacrifice.
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