
AT HOME AND ABROAD.

be theally ofkings who,inthesenseofthe termasusedby theBmptmtWilliam,supposing him to follow in the footsteps, of his grandfather
might be called conservative. In eithercamthe Pops wouldbe tki
servant and tool of despotism,for nothing is more despotic than thtlrevolution,nothingmorearbitrary,normoreunsparing. Itwovldbaasacrilegious thought, were itentertained, that the Pope could obeythis power, and serve its interests in guiding the Catholic people)
Batneither could thePopeally himself with the despoticmonarchy
andexerthis power ininsisting onthe submissionof thepeopletoite'arbitrary will. Itwas, indeed, the suspicionof such anallianoethatfirst of allgave to the otherdespotismits chief force, andcaused the
catastrophethat overtook theChurch in France at theclose of thelast century. In thealliancebetweenthehigher clergy, thesoioni
of noble bouses, whomthenecessitiesof theirrank, for whoseadaqtfatt
support great reveaueswererequired, inducedto become chorohmeaand the lords of the soil, from whom they sufferedhardshipandill.
treatmentthepeoplesawthealliancebetweenthePopeand despotism
and,overlooking the greatbenefits receivedby themotherwisefromthe Church, laidon religion theblame of theirmisfortunes. Whenthe despotic monarchy, therefore, was torndown the Church sharedin thefall, and was no less wounded and no less outraged. But,being immortal,she recovered fromher wounds,and theconsequences
to thepeople themselves werefar worsethan anything that overtook
her. For the sake of thepeople, were it for nothing else, the Pope
mustremain independentof tbe despot and visibly separated fromhim. If the word, for instance,goes forthinIreland, where under a
constitutionalmonarchy despotismprevails, that the peopleare tobe
dragooned and trampled on, their just demands denied, and theirefforts to obtainor preserve theirrights brutally repressed,theremost
benosuspicion in their minds that the Pope is in sympathy withtheir oppressors. If a Catholicpopulation is expelledfromGermany
under circumstancesof great injustice, and among deplorablesuffer*
ing, itmust not add to the grief of the people to think that the Pope
is insympathy with their tyrant. What theCatholic worldneedsis
anindependentPope— himself alone,unbiassed andunswayed, exer-
cising withoutpartiality thatremendous powersibat Godhasbestowedupon him. Ititbe sacrilegious to consider him as the ally of therevolution,itis hardly less so toregardhim as tde ally of thedespot.
Ineither case the end9to be gainedare earthly only,havingno rela-
tion to the things of God,opposed to the welfare of the people, and
having evil for their end. We see,then, moreclearly thanbefore thenecessity of the temporal power. Nothing else can guarantee theindependenceof the Pope. And his independence is threatened on
both sides. Holy Father,says the German Emperor,ally yourself
with the conservative Bovereigas. Become at once the puppet and
the toolof despotism; Yield tous,cries therevolution,notdaring toinvitaan alliance

—
go oat of the Vatican and acknowledge yourselfbeaten, so that we maymake a full profit of the people. Variousasthe contestmay seem, itis the same, for its end is the same, that is

the mastery of the world and the enslavement of mankind. Whilethe Poperemains as he is,deprived of his possessions,and living on
sufferance within the stronghold of the enemy,he will ever be the
object of this two-foldstruggle— andthe Catholic world willcontinue
subject toapprehension and distress. We maintain, therefore, that
the visit of tbe Emperor William to Rome and the consequentevents
make moreplain than before thenecessity for the restoration of the
temporalpower— the only sufficient guarantee of thePope'sindepen-
dence and the pledge and assuranceof bis safety.

If the reports thathave reached us fromBornebe
true, we mast necessarily be in no slight measure
confused as to what the meaning of the German
Emperoj may be. KingHumbert has beenrightly

describedasbeing that which thelate ComtedeOhambord.or Henry
V.f asbe was knownby hisfollowers,might havebeen,badhechosen
tostoop to the.position

—
t at is, le roi legitime de la revolution,the

legitimateKingof the re : tion. Humbert wearshiscrowninvirtue
of his complacency, and jfmains atRome ashis father went there
because he must dance the tune the revolutionplayshim if he
wouldcontinue towear ciown at all. But the Emperor William
hasbeensupposed tobe a monarch of avery differentstanding, and
of a verydifferent frame oi mind. We wereledtobelieve,and with
everyappearanceof reason,thathis attitudetowards the revolution
wouldbe evenmore stern and unbending than had been that of bis
grandfather,and,if there was any excuse for his unfilial temper to-
wardshis father, itmight seem to aiise from his sincere conviction
that the liberal principles by which he wasguided were mistaken
andcertainto prove mischievous in their effects. When, therefore]
we find his Majesty insulting the Popeon behalf of the revolution!
andperformingceremonies whose end is to glorify therevolution
wecannot tell whatto think of the position. What has occurredthus
suddenly to changethe disposition of the GermanEmperor, and, so
far as we can see,tomake him lower his head in presence of that
sinister power which threatens todestroy all thrones,and which has
already brought kings into subjection to it1 Itis but a few months
sinceKingHumbert was obliged tosit by with an applauding smile
upon his face, while a panegyric was delivered on Mazzini
the bloodthirsty enemy of kings, andin whosename the assassins of
kings may fitly take their murderous oaths. And now the German
Emperor takeshis stand beside this puppet king and,in theimage of
his forerunner, crowns the revolution. What is there that lisa
beneathall this ?wemay veryreasonably inquire. Are there, indeed
tokens that the revolutionary tide isJalßO rising in.Germany and that
the ruler who would not be submerged and lost must go with the
flow1 The method of dealing with the revolution employed by the
Emperor WilliamI.was different from this. He met it firmly, and
in those respectsin which he haderredand given it an advantage,
he retraced his steps. He was manly enough to acknowledge his
fault, andbold enough toamend it. He also hadinsulted the Pope*
and besides hadinjuredreligion, buthe perceived the evil of whathe
haddone and made reparation for it. With the wisdom of a manof
long experienceand matured judgment he perceivedthat to.yield to
the revolution was to perish, and learning also by experience that to
cripple in his realms thepower cf the Pope and of religion was to
yieldto the revolution he undid the evil he had done. What, there-
fore,does his successor meanby the new departurehe seems to have
madei Ishe also,influencedby somemotives not as yet revealed to
us, about to become a legitimate monarch of the revolution and
with whatresults ? Butas to the invitation whichhe has given the
Pope,torenouncehis claims to independenceand join the legitimate
kings of the revolution

—
conservative sovereigns as, apparently in

jest, he calls them,— the Popemay, for example,accept it when he
toocansit by and smile, when theman whohas already distinguished
himselfas thepanegyrist and worshipperofSatan,most appropriately
delivers a panegyric onMazzini. The Pope may be a martyr atthehands «f the revolution, but its legitimate king hecannot be— not
even at the invitationof the GermanEmperor.

Buteven if there was noparticularmeaning in the
action at Romeof theGermanEmperor, which also
is quitepossible, for emperors arebut men, and,as
such, must be liable to be influenced by their
surroundingssoas occasionally todo andsay things

which inrecollected moments they wouldleave undone and unsaid,
the invitation given by his Majesty to the Pope must remain un-
accepted. ThePopecannot be the ally of revolutionary kings and
■abject,like them, to the control of aa evilpower. Neither can he

Itmay,perhaps, prove conducive to the peace of
the w»rld that a new tie of friendship hasposiiblj

!. been formed between England and Russia. This
has been due, in the first place, to the genius of anEnglish sailor named Joseph Wiggins, whose calculations ledhim to

eonclade that thatportionof the Arctic Ocean known aa the Kara
Sea couldnot be icebound all the year,butmust afford, during some
months at least, an inlet to the great riversObi and Yenisei, which
flow through thecentreof Siberia, from South to North, and form a
waterway to the very confines of the Chinese Empire. Joseph
Wiggins, therefore, who had meantime risen to eminence in bis
profession, kept constantly in view an intention of carrying hi*
calculations into practical effect, and,as soon asbe should ba in a
position todoso, exploring in person the sea and rivers alluded to,

New Zealand
Tablet

Vol. XVL— No. 27. DUNEDIN: FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26, 1888. Pbicb &>,'v

Current Topics
WHAT DOBB
HB MKAN?

A PLEA FOB
THE TEMPORAL

POWEB.

A GREAT
ENTERPBISH


