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O'Sbea, Mr, Parnell specially disspproved. Never was there such a
collspee,

—

MR, GLADSTONR'S political speech at Hawarden (says the Pals
Mall Gacetts) waa chiefly int.eresling——apart. from its vehement elo-
quence—for his vindication of Mr, Parpell's action in the Scoteh
courts, Mr. Gladstone is clearly convinced—aa the Freeman's Journal
and Archbishop Walsh are—that Mr, Parnell has discovered tne
Inlesing clae to the origin of the famons letters, and that he will be
able to prove exactly how the Times wan either hoodwinked or an
accomplice in the # forgery.” If thisbe 80, My, Parnell's legal action
is only what he always announced as hin intention, and it will have
the advantage of securing the panishment of the Times for * & wicked
and outrageous wrong.” The Zimes has already given wotice that it
will do all it can to baulk the Scotch action. Ik will be necessary,
thetofore, to watch very closely the preliminsry proceedings of the
English Commission, The way in which the judges deal with the
¥ forged letters " will be a tonchstone of their fairness.

TH® Emperor William bas had a cordial reception at Rome,where
all that was to ba expacted, with a little more, bas taken place, The
little}more has been the health-drinking to the Italine and German
armies, and the aliusions made by his I'mperial Majesty to the
manner in which German nnity had been won by the sword, snd
the consequant analogy tmplying perpstusl agreemect between the
Ttalist and German nations, Thig seems in some degrea to point to
so allisnce of offence. As to the meating of the Emperor and the
Pope, it was natarally friendly, but we may doubt the genuineness
of any partionlar detail given. That especially to the effect that the
Emperor had adrised the final abandonment of the temporal power,
and an slliance instead with the covservative Sovereigns, scems very
untrostworthy, It is bardly possible that his Majesty wounld have
presamed to give any suck advice. Had he done eo, however, the
effect must be contrary to that desired by him. Buch advice would
show how much the Pope stood in need of complets indepandance
50 that his actiona should be directed by no exteroal influence, and
80 that no anion with despotism shonld make thae Papacy an objeet
ofauspicion to the masser, The decoration by the Emperor of Signor
Crispi with the order of the Black Eagle, and his Majesty’s remark
that no one had ever deserved it more, may be taken as a necessary
part of the ceremonial, It is quite impossible that the Bmperor can
have any confidence in the statesman so honoured by hirm,

NEARLY the whole of the dissenting ministers of Ireland, we
sre told, bave risen up in a protest againat Home Rule, and are about
to banquet Lord Salisbury as a pledge of their resolution and ein-
cerity. Buat who, we shon!d like to know, are the dissenting ministers
of Ireland, and what is their im portance ? Taking away the Orange.
men of Ulster, whose opposition, with ils true reasons, has always
been known, the dissenters of Ireland sre e very insignificant body,
indesd, and, in fuct, a man might quite well live in the country all
his life without so much as seeing one of their ministers at a distance
The trath is he must, naa rule, go out of his way to do so, Rad then
he woald have mighty little to see us a reward for his pains, Things
must be going hard with Balfour, when he hastoget up this agitation
as a lagt resource. Bat ag for the bauquet, is there not Becret Hervice
money enough in the coffers of the Castlz, to pay for a much more
prefentious feed 7 Lord Balisbury filled with the vietuals and drink
of & gennine diesenting banquet of the kind, would as anxiously call
for an antidote as any man aver represented io Punch, #s having
partaken of a cheap champagne supper. The protest and petition of
these dissenting ministers are among the chief jukes of the period.
But thera would be nothing in the way of a joke to ths Prime
Miniater in the inevitable cholic that must ensue should he venture
to enjoy himselt at that feed, and supposing there were no Secret
Bervice money available, Poor tellows, we do not gradge

them their banquet, The probabilities are they stand sorely

inneed ol it, and the money would probably go into worse atomachs
thay theirs,

Beediness, after all, is neither a vice nor a crime,

Tae Dablin commities, we gee, are appealing for nid to the
Parnsll defence fund. The need in pressing, as Mr. Gladstone beasides
hae very clearly and powerfully explained it in his Hawarden 8peech,
Oa the one side is the Times with mines of wealth at its command and
actually makiog mouoey by its reports of the commission and the libe]
action ; on the other iz Mr, Parnell, « man of moaderate fortuoe, but
under the necessity of bearing expenses that mnst swamp the owner
of snper-abuudant riches, Nor ig the cause in which he must meet
such an enomous straia that of Mr. Parnell himself, It is the canss
of the Trish people to which he sacrifices hia life and all his resources,
and on the reselts of the inguiry and theaction their interesta depend,
It shonld, therefore, devolve upon the Irish people to meet the
pecessilies of the hour,and they may justly bocalled on tonct geonerously
in the matter, As our Christchurch correspondent also points out,
the Irish inhabitants of Westport have already recognised their duty

in the case, and are eogaged in its performance, the example they
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give the'rest of the colony being most praisewortky and deserving of
imitation. Wae are confi lent, however, that very little persnasion
will be reqnired in the matter, and that everywhera an anxiety will
he sportaneously folt to have a partin s» honourabls and necessary
an undeitaking. New Zealand hitherto has kept woll to the fare in
aiding the great canse, acerrding to her means, and we need have no
Apprehension that she will naw prove backward. No fervent appeal
therefore, on our part is necessary, but we ¢in leave tha eiase in the
hauds of our Irish readers fezling conviaced as we do that of them.
selves they will, as uaual, doail that concernd their credit, and reflacts
honcurably on their liberality and goodness of heart.

IT is again reported that two nationalist delegatas are about to
visit tbesa colonies. It appears defioitely settled that one of them is
ts ba Mr. John Diilon, snd there iz not & man ia the party whom wa
ehould more gladly receive or be pronder to see, For the other the
aamas of Mr. T, D. Sullivan and Sir Mhomas Esmond ars mentioned,
aad to either we shall accord hearty welcome. Wera the choice
given us, howarver, we should, as it seems but right and natural, prefer
the visit of the tried veteran. Bir Thomas Esmond is a fine young
fetlow, who does bonour to the cause he represents, and is deservedly
admired wherever he goes, But T. D, Ballivan is the old and trosty
triend and leader of the Irigh race ; the sweet singer too whose straing
have long cheered the exile's dwelling, aad nothing but ingratitude
¢ould prefer any man to him. Besides thera would be sometking to
loak forward to in the verses that Mr. Sullivan wonld be sure to give
us afterwards, and of which Irelzad and our sonthern lands would
be the common theme, Navertheless a hundred thonsand welcomes
sball await the delegaies, ba they who they may.

WE have much pleasure in directing the attention of our readers
to the hosonrable position obtained by the Catholic Oolleges of New
Bouth Wales in the Ssnior Public HExamioation, recantly heid at the
Bydney University. Thirty-six, out of one hundred and ten success-
fal candidatea are from the Catbolie Collegea —a fact which, taking
into comsideration that the Catholics are less than one-third of the
population, and labour under considerable disadvantages, speaks
volumes for the teaching powers of onr educatiomal institutjons,
Marist Brothers' College, 13 bupils passed ; Jesuit College, 6 passed ;
Bathurat College, 5 passed ; Goulboura College, 4 passed ; Bt, Vincent's
College, 3 paseed ; Marist Brothers' High Bchool, 3 passed ; Maitland
Coliege, 2 passed. Total, 36,

NOWADAYS, when the world is moving oo, and tke Church of
England apparently moving with it—if, indeed, it ia not going some-
what faster—the appearance of Dr. Nevill in a Londan church,
wearing & cope and cloth-of-gold mitre, as reported the other day,
may perhaps catse no amszement. Time wad, however, and that not
8o very long ago, when the arrival of Macaulay’'s New Zealander
himeelf conld have occasioned no greater commotion, His Lordship,
it seems, not only made the imposing appearance alladed to, but algo
took part in ceremonies in which banners, and candles, and inpense
wera used. The Bishop, we have no doubt comported himself so as
in w1l respecta to do honour to his adopted country, but could the
quiet old fathers of a generation or two have arisen, in their plain
old gowns and sorplices, not to speak of their Geoeva bands, though
pethaps these, coming also from foraign parts, were wont as well to
give some hint of universality, their astonishment wonld have been
very prorounced. It might have tsken the explanation. given on tha
occasion by the Bishop to someons or another as an additional mark
of Qutholicity, that a rod driven through the earth from the spot
where his Lordship made hie sppearance would come out close to his
residence when he was at home, to explain the phenomenon to them,
Indeed it i very probable that some at least among them wonld
think it quite time for the New Zealander of literary prediction to
make his famous sketch. But in the days when tatooed heads were
the chief curiosity brought to the old country from New Zealand, who
could foresee how much more remarkable phenomena lay 1n the womp
of the future? The world moves fast to-day, as we have said, and
what is universal must necessarily move with it.

TBE jodges who form the Parnel! commission have evidently
been taken a gocd deal aback by the refusal of Mr. Graham, the
counsel for the Times, ta make any definite charges against particular
persons, or to do anything more than attempt to substantiate in a
general sort of a way the accusaticos published in the articles
called “ Parpellism and Orime.” The court seems to have expregsed
their disapproval of the course without disguiee, But as the object
of the inquiry has all aloog been apparent, and the intention of the
Government piaip, there is nothing to astomsh us in the matter, We
are told the Irish party express themselves salisfied with the situation,
and we can easily believe that they bave reason to be 8o,

WE have received from Mr. M. Ryan, Broadfield, £1 in aid of
the evicted tenants fund,



