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We are requested to acknowledgeon behalf of the Dominicannunsblocks and remittancesin connectionwith their artnnion fromMr.J. Sheedy, Alexandra, andper Mrs. W. J.Hall,Dunedin. The|

communityalao desiretoexpresstheirthankstoMr.Leniban,Dunedin,
for the gift,as an artunion prize,of a fine, and handsomely framed
pictureof the battleof Fontenoy.

of money and other instruments.r uments. The cause of the Irishparty is the cause of the Irish race, no matter where itsmembers may be found,and,consequently, it is the duty ofIrishmen,all the world over, to lend a hand to the HomeKule Members m the terrible duel which is now commencing
in earnest. There canbe no doubt of the ultimate triumphof Mr. Parnbll andhis fellows,but the fight will be expen^aive,andall should bear this in mind.

We learnbya telegram fromHobart thatHisHolinessthe Popehas created theMost Bey. Dr. Murphy,Bishop of Hobart,an Arch-
bishop, and it ia also announced that Launcestonhas beenmade a
separate diocese. These aremarksofprogressonwhichthe Catholic?of Tasmaniaare tobe warmly congratulated, and whichincrease theimportanceof thecolonialChurch generally. Itis highly creditable
to theCatholiccommunity in questionthat their zeal in.the causeof
religionhas had snch happy results, for itis proved by theseresultshow sincereandconstanthave been theirefforts, and howgreat the
sacrificesmade by themin the good cause. Everywhere the Catholic
Church grows andprospers, we findcertain proofof the fidelity of
herchildren, overcoming many obstaclesanddifficulties thatnothing
but the truestdevotioncould surmount. Thedignity conferred alsonpon the venerableBishopofHobart is one that well rewards a long
andmost edifying careerin theservice of Holy Church. His Lord-
ship only theotherday celebratedhis sacerdotal jubilee, lookingbackupon fifty yearsof able and devoted labours in the great causeof
religion andreceiving fromhis people the assuranceofwell-deservedconfidence and love: The dignity towhich he hasnowbeen elevated
conies tocrown a life fallof honoursand good works, aadinconfer-ring ituponhim theHoly Father has but duly rewardedmerit and
recognised distinction.

SibJohnHall(writes the Wellington correspondentof Wed.nesday's Daily Times), has always been an advocate of religious
teaching im schools. Whenever measureshavebeen introducedhaving
for theirobject the affordingof assistance to privateschools, SirJohnhas been found consistently supporting them. Acting up tohis con-victionsinthis matter, be askedaquestionof the Premier to-nigh*
with theobject of eliciting an expression of opinionregarding theintentionof theGovernmentanent the consideration of the questionOfState aid to privateschools next session. The Premier, who is alsoa Denominationalist,replied that every facility would be given nextsession fcr the considerationof the subject.

Itis somewhat suggestive as to the true natureof this age of
athleticsportsandexercises that officialreturns show fiftyper cemt.
of the recruits whooffer themselves inEngland for military service
to be rejectedasphysically deficient by thedoctors. Anexplanatiom
isgiven intheeducationcraze,which,amongtherest,drivesthepopu-lationof thecountry into the towns. Bat, inany case, the fact issignificant andalarming.

Inasensible letter to the Otago Daily Times, Mr. HaUensteindeprecates the rush toMelbourne. He points out that the apparentprosperity of that city rests on novalid foundation,and thatpeople
whogo there fromNewZealandaremakiDg a bad exchange. Thiscolony,he says, is evidently on the turn for better times. Anin-creaseinsettlement, a rise in rawproducts,greater activity incoalandgold fields, and the protjctive policy adopted, all combinetogive him confidence, and, although he himself also has had astraggle to hold his owd, he looks forward with hope to the imme-diate future. One sentence, however, in Mr. Hallenstein's letterstrikes us as particularly deserving of notice—not only as giving
hope for the future, butas in agreat degree explaining thepastand
present. Itig this:"Agriculturaland pastoral lands areapproach-
ing pricesat which they can be profitably settled." There is the
wholemischief of theperiodexplainedin a few words. The shut-tingnp of the landshas been the occasion of all the evil— and evennow they areonly approachingpricesat which they canbe profitably
made use of. Thereis evennowa largebody of settlers,— industrious,deservingpeople— workinglikeslavestopayimpossiblerentsand in-terest, and with the fate staring themin the face thatmany othershave suffered before them. In another place we publish a letter
fromanunfortunatevictim of the system whoput all thehard earn-ings of many yearsinto theland, adding skill and labour,but only
to loseall together. Other colonies find it to their advantagenot
only togive free grants of land to immigrants, but also to aid by
other means in settling them on the land. But evena moderate
measure of relief is refused by the Legislature of New Zealand.
Mr.Hallenetein'sletter, then,while itgives goodadvice andauseful
warning, contains also a reproach that is well deserved and very
suggestive.

The usual meeting of the DunedinCatholic Literary Society was
heldon22nd inst., when there was a good attendance of members,
the Rev. President occuping the chair. Mr. James Eager read a
shortbutexcellentpaper on" The attitudeof the Church onthe Slavery
Question," which wag favourably criticised by the members, and
commended by the president. Recitations were given by Messrs
McKelvey,Simmons, Eager, and McCormick ;and the remainder of
the evening was occupied with the reading of part of Shakespeare's
Henry VIII., by all the members present.

The Wallsend, Coalpit Heath, andBrunner collieries have beenamalgamated, and will henceforwardbe knownunder the name ofthe Grey Valley CoalCompany (Limited). Now that the attentionof the colonies is particularly drawn toallmattersconnected with the
supply of coal by the great strike in New South Wales, this eventshould be of particular interest. New Zaaland, at least,may be abletocongratulate itself on an arrangement that facilitates for it Btillmorean abundantsupply of fuel that cannotbe surpassed,and whoseexcellence for every possiblepurpose has long tince been well estab-lished. Mr. MartinKennedy will act as the generalmanager of theCompany,and, under his energetic and enterprisirg management,everything will be done to serve the interestsof thepublic and toconsult for tneir convenience.

The entertainment in aid of St. Leonard'schurchbuilding fund,
will takeplace on this day (Friday) week in the Dunedin Choral
Hall, Moray Place. Among themany ladies andgentlemen whohave
promised theirassistance wemaymention Mrs.Brett;Misses Corrigan,
Blaney, Poppelwell,Reany andWoods ;Messrs Brett,Jones,Huater,
Young, Deehanand P. Carolin, the latter a member of the Literary
Society and who will make his bow to an audience for the first time
asa singer. Theevening's fun will be brought to a close with " Bob
Sawyer's Party," from Charles Dickens's "Pickwick

"
thecharacters

in which will be taken by members of the Literary Society. The
tickets of admissionare oneand two shillings and at this low price
the hall shouldbe crowded.

Mb.PatrickFord, of the IrishWorld, it is reported,ia beingheld;up toobloquy|by certain members of the Democratic party,Which partyhe has deserted,ashavingproved an indifferentsoldier
in the Civil war. Mr.Ford,however, in deserting the Democratshas been consistent to Protection, of which he wasalways anardentsupporter.He has,besides,been alienated by thepro-British leaningsof Mr. Cleveland,being influenced as well by Mr. Blame,in whompersonally he thoroughly believea. He, therefore, has not been in-consistent by anymeans in his conduct, but,on toecontrary,couldnot withconsistency have remained a supporter of the Democraticcandidate. As to Mr. Ford's having proved auindifferent soldierevenif it be true, itis difficult to seehow thatcanaffect thepresent
issues. And,besides,he is no worse,at the very worst,than men whohave influenced,and still continue to influence, the world,althoughtheir taste for military life wasvery indifferentindeed.

We publish elsewhere a letter from Wanganui with which wehave received for transmissionto Dublin acheque for £72. collected
in aid of the NationalCause. This is the way to meet thenecessitiesof the timee,among whichby no means the least are the sinews ofwar. But while our valiant leaders athome have goodmea andtrue,like thoseat Wanganui, at their back, they will bebold in facing allthat Balfour,nowmorethanever,asprovedby recenteventsof Tullamore, deservingof the epithet of "Bloody," can devise for theirpersecution and betrayal. We shall forward without delay the
amount tothe Lord Mayorof Dublin, who,under the oircostancea ofthetimes,appearsthesafestmedium.

Thr great strike of coal miners at Newcastle,N.S.W., by which
the coal trade of the Australian coloniesis almost completelyparalysed
is likelytoprove aserious matter. Strikes,as a rule,arefoolishthings
andgenerally end to the disadvantage of the striker. And if it be
true that the average earningsof the miners were from11s to 13s a
day, there doesnot seem to be much grounds for their action. It is
not only the miners themselves who will suffer, but all those whose
employment depends on tbeir iudustry. The matter, therefore, is
most unfortunate. As it is an ill-wind, however, that blows nobody
good,New Zealand mayprofitby the strike. The mines on the West
Coast arc fully equal *o any call that may be made on them. In
quantity they areinexhaustible, andinquality unsurpassed. We see
that already theGrey Valley Company statetheir readiness to tfnawet
allrequirements,and there can be no doubt they willbe as goodas
their word.

Acajjlegbaminformsus thatMr. Edward WakefieldofWelling*
ton, baa writtenaletter to the limes, inwhichbe condemn!opposi*
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