
GOVERNMENT LIFE INSURANCE.

A report repeated two or three time, to the effect that the
Princess Helena,thirddaughter of her Majesty the Queen, and wife
of Prince Cbmtian of Schleswig-Holstein, had become aconvert to
the Catholic faith,has been contradicted, as we felt convincel it
would be. The Princess Helena is, it is true, an excellent lady,
much engaged in works of charity and beloved by the poor, but
what we know of her pursuits otherwise doc9not encourage ub tobelieve that she has any Catholic leanings. She has, for example
lately published translations of certain German books that would
hardly eeem tohaveoccupied tbeattentionof a mindengaged upon
vital questions of religion. Besidei, the circumstances under which
her marriage took place were completely at variance with the re-
quirements of the Catholic Church, and conversion for her Boyal
Highnc38 would involveserious matrimonialdifficulties. The report,
on the whole, has evidently, like many others, originated in
ill-direcled zeal, or something less creditable, if not in mere idle
gOSBip.

«fr!n« \\ Go;e«»cnt Life Insurance Department are ap.patently determine! to lose no opportunity of assailing it,whether
16th fnTT°H fO
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nl' telegr*m'bOWCVer' from NaP^, on th16th instant,wh.ch was smuggled throagh thePress Association i8i8carrying this sort of thing too far. Init the departmen we cCharged with refusing}* pay the claim of -'PercivalBearV' poHcy

On^flol^!^°mitteitogivehlsflmtnanewheaWing.On thefaceof it the charge wasabsurd. Yetit wasone well calcu-tatedtocauße uneasmess in the minds of many who are not too wellinformed m such matters. We must certainly credit tbe PresaAHociationwith doing everything in their power to undo anymischief which theuntruthful telegram we refer to may have Zmci■ince,after being satisfied that the story was an entire fabrication,they promptly circulated the correction afforded them by theclaimant'ssolicitor,which was to the effect that he bad not yet putin a claim, and that the department retired only the ordinaryproofß 0* death. Still thereare doubtlessmany whosaw the original

The Emperor William, then, shows his teeth. His declaration
onunveiling the statue cf the latePrince Frederick Charles, that18
army corps and42,000,000 of people would rather die onthe battle-
tald than surrender Alsace-Lorraine,can onlybe taken as a wanton
provocationoffered to France. The manmustbe blind, indeed,who
does not now see the value of tbeEmperor'sprofessions of a regard
for peace, andan infinite hope only caa look forward to any very
lengthenedpostponementof war.

tfEMT ZEALAND I!ABtEf. Friday, August 24,1888
there, amongst therest, « Theabusesof theChurchwere nowmanifest; its errors were plain; the idle and corrupt life ofhFSJt r>

cler«7 and monastic Orders caused honest men
n?5 %'T V LEO S- wanted money t0 finish Churchof St.Peter,Rome. For this purposehe sent out monks toBell indulgences or pardons of sins.' It is vi ,eec *ary to!£l fe n

c «?.tractß '. tfkat has been quoted suffices toshow why Catho ics aredissatisfied with the class-bool-s inusem rllthe schools of Otajo. We dare say the Catholicsof theotler Provinces have reason to be equally disLatisfied. Is itnot a shame, a reproach to the civilisation and liberality oftheage, tocompel Catholics to pay for the maintenance of aHTT 7^ehaPProyes of the teaching of such nonsense and«W? a
"Bms gyration, even to tbeir own cH'dren,nmrti 7 f

a
n SB.?S8.?"B***"8***" to be confided to its tender£Z« Vl> -fft^th° lICS learn from this how terrib^respon;. bihty if they permit their children to be thus stuffedEmJSSffT^^S **? falßehoods » *Mdi «w calculatedto undermine their faithand demoralise them. For Catholicst^vml C^lT Sl6 ?°UrSe *° be Purßued > and that »,£ ciftfc Bch°ols for their own children, and/no357. -n, mmTyenlence> to keeP them from the piwu>m.SilU? TteDlOf educati°* established here, noSan^r^ TJTJhaJ6J6 been the motives of thoße "ko actual'/S?E2^#\rf. Viß6d andiDtended todeßtr °y> *Possible,the faith ofCatholics first, then that of all Christians. TheSn»Zf "?f?f conoffTod the idea of it,had in viewthe ruin,ofChristianity, and there-establishment of Paganism on its1

telegram slandering the department,who yetknow nothing pf thecorrection, and,if this should unfortunatelybe the cane,much ap-prehension willbe felt by many whoarenowremindedof an erroror omission in their proposal. That these may rest perfectly assuredconcerning their contract with the offioe, we may state thatnoerror
inage, or omission of name,or, to be brief,nothing short ofactualfraud, invalidatesa Governmentpolicy. We dojnot think a faireron« could possibly be frameJ, and, without in anyway disparagingthe pnvate companies which are aeeking business in our Colony, wecan withouthesitationsay that we consider the GovernmentLifeIn-surance Department an institution we ahouldbe proudof in everyway. Inan amazingly short time it has become one of the mostprominent andsuccessful offices,not only in the colonies,but in theworld. Its adherentsclaim that, considering thelowrateof premiumcharged, its results are unequalled,and that on newerpoliciesataslightly higher rate of premium, which have been issued sinceOctober, 1885, the bonus is the largestpaid by any office,althoughthe premiums are still lower than those of its rivals. All thingsconsidered—amongst them, especially, the low rate of mortalityherecomparadwith that of the other colonies (New Zealand about 10,averageof Australian coloniesabout 16, in the1000), a rising rateofinterest in tbe GovernmentDepartment as againsta fallingrateinmany of its opponents, a public and pure administration of itsaffairs,and the local investmentof its funds at a fair rate of interestonparticularly easyterms— and we may fairly say that the Depart-
ment has many claims for preference. Lasb yearshowed a marked
increase in its business, and we learn withpleasurethat this bids tobe evenmore prosperous. We are especially gratified to learn that
in our own district this has, notwithstanding the depression,beenthe most successful year the Department has ever experienced.We congratulate tbemanagementmost cordially, and wish theofficetke success webelieve it toso thoroughly deserves.

The Quid-nuncseeem tobe justifiedin theirprevisions as to thecourseof eventß in Germany. They had foretold that Count VonWaldereee would, through hia wife, become all-powerful there,and
this seems to be takingplace. A slight deviationoccurs,however, in
the Count'ssuccessful rivalryhavingfor itaobject,notPrinceBismarck
as supposed,but General Von Moltke,whose place he takes. Butasa military man this seems the more congenial movement for him.
The confirmationgiven to thebelief that theCount's American wife
nee Mary Esther Laa, and through her the Count himself, would be
thepower behind the throne is verystriking. Itsmoreserious pom
is thatitdoesnot seem tomake for pease. Von Waldersee has been
alwaysregarded as a leader of the warparty, and, coming nowashedoes, toreplaceat the head cf the army a manrenowned for his great
victories,nrhile he himselfhas to boast of lesser distinction only his
positionis most ominous. We haveanEmperor, who claims to be asoldier,beforeall things, butwho has neverseenashot fired,filling the
thronejof soldiers distinguished on many battle-fields. We have »
commander at the beadof the army identified withnoconquests,but
takingthe placeof agreat conqueror. How Jong is itlikely that these
men will be able to refrainfrom seeking that whichalone canset them
onalevel withtheir predecessors? The answerdependionthe degree in
which each is aphilosopheranda humanitarian, rather thana soldier
and a manofordinary feelings, in these circumstances exposed to
temptationsofno ordinary kind. But no great good was looked fo*
by thosewho predicted thepre-eminence of Von Waldersee and no
grett good seems likely tocome of itnowithas begun.

mS'ttl!iDgß^d ?*nee; BUch i8once more °ur un-grateful theme. But what can we do? Our powers areto?h?\£T7l"?' Whati8m°re> we are <luite as amenableSwiETJ? as any other peoplein the Colony.Therefore, whether we like it or not, we are obliged to callto^ZhB
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bBCnbCTS f?r helP" We rea»y °*"* continueXi r?DIeSS subscriptions due to us are punc-

tehiyi? f " 7Pe h/StOS tO be 8et> and the Panting press has

2 m"f*-»ed only bypunctual payments on our8*;m%2rdo
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notpossesß a privatemmt> and c"e"LT and irS? ÜBel/uS tO US Without a g°ldmine at itsSrn-n 5. BLE? reefhaß *<* to be discovered. We arethrown,then,altogether on the supportof oursubscribers,andourin^np ''k .̂.W° arenOt'hoWeVer> ashamed *>ownour independence -neither are we excessively discouraged by
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frl^?1*^ now and then seems to overtakeITwe a* nn 7̂'*"*f haVG t0 d° is to theirmemories,mwe are now doing, and all is sure to come right. We,SX'JT?r"?^ "PP**lto our subscribers to forward tousfiiSJ £ th.eam°antof accounts with which they are3J, Ifc » mdispengablynecessary that we should beLn?lt» y
».ProV!ded.With means t0 carr* on our bosinesi,

whenl«lf **h^!n them' We are confident thawt> ">wUS? n f ?a,VS CaDdldly placedour necessities before them, they
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ÜB< °uUr Partin« words-but not, let us hope,our lastdying speech-are:Send in your subscriptions, andZilh ?h Tv *° °^rwhelm us with delight— send in alsoWith them the namesof twoor three new subscribers.
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