
THE BATTLE OF THE BOOKS.

T is an extraordinary thing that ever since the
establishment of the present education system,
now more than tenyears ago, the authority that
established it nevermade any arrangementas to
uniformity in reference to class books. Under
the arrangementprevailingall this time the head
master of each schoolcould compel the child 'en

to provide whatever books he approved of,irrespective of con-
sideration arising from the selection made, not or-ly in the
different provinces,but even in neighbouring schools. The
consequence hasbeengeneraldiversity and consequent incon-
venience andexpense to pupils and their parents. Owing to
wide-spreadd;ssat:sfaction, the School Board of Otagohas
drawn up alist of schoolbooks, which are to be used for the
next three years. This is not much in the way of amendment,
but, little as it is, it has not givensatisfaction,nor do we
think anything that canbe done will givegeneral satisfaction
till Government providesfreebooks as wellas free teaching for
the rising generation. Many people arevery fond of educa-
tion so long as it is free, provided by the public, bit
these are not easily pleased if they have to pay for
it as parents. Some approve of the selection made
by the Board, others are dissatisfied,but we are unable, from
anything that has appeared in public, to ascertain thercl
grounds either of the satisfaction or dissatisfaction of non-
Catholics ;all weknow for certain is that Catholics are dis-
satisfied, for very good reasons. Catholics object to have
children taught as theyarein"OutlinesofEnglishHistory"by
Gardiner,p.148, that the cause of the thing miscalled the
Eeformation arose from " the idle lives" of the monks and
nuns;" that most of them wereliving idle,useless lives,and
cared very little about more than the form of religion,and
that both they and the priests wereextremelyignorant" (p.
142.) Inpage 147of this"Outline,"which theBoardhasap-
pointed to be learrt by pupils inthe high standards,we find
the following precious piece of historical travesty:

"Far
more important than anythingelse that Henrydid was the
translationof the Bible whichheordered. He had little idea
how great a change he was preparing when hegave orders
that the Bible Bhould be printed in English. He
thought that people would learn from it to resist
the Pope, and he did not suspect that they were
likely to find in it very different things from those which
he himself believed. He little thought that from that book
to whichhe appealed,his subjects would learn a higher faith
and apurer virtue thanhis,and that they would gaina con-
fidence which !would make them as determined to resist
Kings as they were to resist Popes." This is rather too
strong under a system which Catholics are compelled to pay
for. But, bad as this is, it is mild compared to what
children are taught in the High School, Danedin. Hereare
a couple of specimens of what the godless system can do:
Theclass-book of English history, page 205, in this school,
teaches its pupils, and the unfortunate Catholics who are
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ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENT."Soggabth Aboon."— The verses arevery fair indeed,bat the

poemis too famous a one toadmit of any addition. It ii complete
initself, andanythingplaced incomparison withit most suffer.
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PROGRESS AND JUSTICEINTHE NINETEENTH
CENTURY.

The Catholics of New Zealand provide, at their own sole
expense,anexcellent education for their own children. Yet
such is the sense of justiceand policy in the New Zealand
Legislature that it compels these Catholics, after having
manfully provided for their own children, to contribute
largely towards the freeandgodlesseducation ofother people's
children !1! This is tyranny,oppression,and plunder.
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CITY BREWERY, DUNEDIN.

TAB SPEIGHT AND CO.,

MALSTERS AND BREWERS.

TO THE FARMING AND GARDENING
COMMUNITY

IMPORTANT NOTICE.
HOWDEN k MONORIEFF

(LateofNimmo and Blair's)
Hayepleasurein announcing that they haveopenedat

51 PRINCES STREET
(OppositeBraithwaite's)

With a Complete Assortment of
FARM, VEGETABLE, FLOWER, and TREE SEEDS,

GLADIOLI,HORTICULTURAL
REQUISITES,&c.,&c.

Oar Seeds areall New,andofthe finest andjmostreliable strains
thatmoney canbuy. Parties entrusting theirorders to us may rely
on gettingSeeds that willGrow, as all our Seeds are Tested before
being sent out.

Our combinedexperience,extending over 35 yearn,in the Seed,
Nursery,andSeed-growingBusiness inLondon, Edinburgh, Glasgow,
Haddington, and New Zealand, warrant as in requesting your
rapport.

Our DescriptiveandCultural Guide,containingcopious,interest-
ing, and practicalinformation, PostFree toall applicants.

HOWDEN & MONCRIEFF, Practical Seedsmen,
51 Princes street,Dunedin,

TRISH NATIONAL LEAGUE.
PAYMENT OF MEMBERS'FOND.

(Continued.')
TUAPBKA WEST.
£. s. d. £. 8. d.

Mr.G. Hughes 0 5 0 Mr. D. Watson 0 5 0„ J. Hart 0 6 0 „ J. Wilkinson 015 0„ J. Keas 0 2 6 „ R. Wilkinson 0 5 0„ J.Regan 010 0 „ P. Pitton 0 5 0„ J. Browne 0 2 6 „ P. Mclneruey 010 0„ J. McElroy 0 5 0
LARBIKINS, No. 1.

Collected by Messrs.M. Dooley and M.Herlihey :
Mr. M D oley 1 0 0 Mr. J. Coalon 0 5 0„ M.Herlih y 010 0 K.J. Smith 0 5 0„ G. Dillon 010 0 „ D. Ryan 0 5 0

J. Hipgins 010 0 „ R. V.He *ney 0 5 0
W. M'Cotter 0 5 0 „ J. Corrigan 010 0„ M.Madden 0 5 0 J M. Shrenan 0 5 0

BURNSIDE.
Mr.FrancisKeeoan 1 0 0|

TJIVERTON ART-UNION.
(Postponed toNovember 3.)

(Continved.}
The Bey. M. Walsh desires to acknowledge with many

thanks, the receiptof blocks of tickets withaccompanying amounts
from the following:

£. 8. d.
Mr. J. O'Leary,Otakia ... ... 2 0 0„ Hayes, Riverton ... ... 2 0 0„ McKey, Riverton ... ... 2 0 0
Mie. Borne, Invercargill ... ... 2 0 0
Mr. J.Hay, Riverton ... ... 2 0 0„ J. Horan, Riverton ... ... 6 0 0
Mrs.J.Lew '«*, Waipori ... ... 2 0 0
Miss M.Bowman,Riverton ... ... 2 0 0
Mr. McGratb, Livingston ... ... 2 0 0„ J.81attery, Wrey'a Bush ... ... 2 0 0„ E. O'Rielly,Dunedia ... ... 14 0„ O.Horan, Wairio ... ... 4 0 0
Miss M.Clifford, Wairio ... ... 18 0
Mrs. F.Corcoran, Oraki ... ... 0 10 0
Mr. B.Reid,jr., Orepuki ... ... 2 0 0„ C. Todd, jr., Heriot ... ... 2 0 0

(To be continved.')
J. M. HALL, Hon.Sec.

NOriCE TO OUR SOUTHLAND SUBSCRIBERS.
Mr. Edward Pi»OTT, our Canvasser and Collector, has started

on his journey,and intends visiting all the towns inSouthland.
We wouldrespectfully urge Subscribersinarrears to be prepared

with their payments whenhe calle.


