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‘WINOHESTER.

———
MR, THOMAS COROCORAN,

(From a Correapondexnt.)

THE people of thie bighly-favoured agricultural district arc lament-
ing the removal of their esteemed station-master, Mr, Thomas Cor-
coran, who by the gzt of that bogey, Retrenchbment, has suddenly
been tranaferred to Doyleston, an unimportant rural station on the
Bountbbridge line. For geven years Mr, Corcorau has discharged bia
oneroas duties with consummate ability and tact, to the satisfaction
alike of his depariment and the pubiic, As the station is the centre
of the grain-.growing districta of Winchester, Geraidine Flat, Geral-
dine, Pieasant Valloy, Kakaha, Waitohi and Milton, and in the midst
of the Spripgfield and the Barker estates, the grain trads alone has
satorally atta bed to it a position of responsibility, Ia addition to
this, the privaie tiding of Inwood and Co., the local millers, whose
grain shed has storage capacity for an enormous quantity of wheat,

ives it a prominence sufficient to ciass it as & first-class rural station,
%be entire business has been carried oo hitherto by Mr. Corcoran,
with the assistance only of a telegraphist who aleo acted as clerk,
Oontidering the multifarious duties devolving npon them, the wonder
ia that they bud been found equal to the pressure of business during
the grain season, besides attending to the receipt of letters, telegrams,
money order office, savings bank, Government insuranes, transit of
goods, parcels, ete, Now it appears that under the retrenchment
scheme the station is to be worked by one officer, whose sine fua non
qualification is a kpowledge of telegraphy,

As soon as the unwelcome newn bad spread that Mr Corcoran
wat {o prepare for orders to be traneferred, a meeting of some 20
leading residents was got together within 24 bours of the fireb intima-
tion being given, and A committes was formed to take ateps to
present Mr. Corcoran with a enbatantial testimonial in recognition
of his unvarying kindness and civility while located at Winchester,
That good work is now in train, and gives promise of mesting with &
bearty response from all classes, irtrespective of creed, country, or
celour But while all agreed that Mr, Corcoran may be vauchsafed

iesion to come back 8a0n to receive the testitonial, it was decided
not to allow him to leave even at o short a notice withouat inviting

to & tocial re-union, in the shape of a smoke concert, on the evening
B:l;or to his departare. The whole district was fuily represented, there

ing some 30 gentlemen present. In speaking to the varions toasts,
the borden of every speaker seemed inveluntarily to gravitate towards
sccording a meed of praiss to Mr, Corcoran, To say that some were
eloquent, or were specimens of modern oratory, wonld be only giring
faint praise to several of the speeches made. = All seemed unammous
in emphatically declaring that Mr, Corcoran's great popularity was
the result of his invariably civil and obliging disposition to all whom
he had occasion to do business with, both 1o his official and private
capacity, He thooght nothing of getting up even in the middle of
the pight to oblige a customer or to confer any favour, His purse was
always open to the poor and distressed in thedistrict, His benevolence
was & bye-word. By his ows countrymen his advice was listened to
with attention and respect, but if anythiog should have merited his
eslern condemnation, bis artful weapon had a double edge, and he
would lash out with withering denunciation againat the actions of an
evii-doer with such tremchant force of utterance 8z to show
bow inviolable was his sence of purity, how hereditary his strength of
mind, and how magnanimous his sentiments in matters of purely
haman concernin private life as distingnished from his public position.
To succeed in such a comparatively humble capacity is no wonder in
Mr, Corcoran's case, especially so to those baving any acquaintance
with his career as s colonist, Arriving in Victoria in 1852, when not
quite I8 years of age, he sopn made his mark. He appeared oo the
ballarat gold fields prior to the Kureka riots, and socon made a hand-
some fortnne. Hia graphic description of the riots, of the canses
which led to them and of |their disastrous resnlts shonld be heard from
bis own tongue to properly digest the wild enthusiasm which the
inordiaaie thirst for gold implants in the buman mind. His love of
romantic change in those days found him the possessor of & cara-
vansary of bullock-teams, conveying goods from Melbourne to the
gold fielda, How be penetrated the wild forests, bridged rivers, and
on many large rivers built temporary pontoons to enable him to land
heavy machinery in the Ovens District, need only be mentioned to
give anidea of the genins and intrepidity of the young piepaer.
While engaged in this work he knew how to select his drivets, not by
the dexterity with which they plied the stock whips, bot with the
fidelity and courage with which they would brave the bardships of
bush life, or if needs be face the terrors of camp life, viz., the bush.
Tanging desperadoes who may turn up anywhere. Being a man of
keen obsetvation, be utilised his powars by establishing a large saw
mili in Bullarcok Forest, where with his brothers he carried on opera.
tions for many years. Ecgaging then in pulitical Life be became a
member of the Victorian Legwsiainre, within whose halls he soon
became a forcible speaker. Oneof the greatest contests on record is
perhaps the contest between Jones, Dyte, and Corcotan when the last
pamed was reterned at the hesd of the poll, During masy years Mr,
Corcoran was president of the Shire of Bungaru, the wealthiest and
most extevsive Shire in the colony. His popularity waa unques-
tionable ; his influence was indeed royal, In 1856, when Charles
Gavan Duffy landed, Mr. Corcoran was not ouly one of the chosen
JAlegaten but one to whom was assigaed one of the principal speeches
# e on that memorable occasion,

Adverse fortunes brought the subject of this sketch to New Zea-
hnd, prior to which, however, he bad made & tour of the colony
where he bad sunk and speculated s0 much wealth, to report to the
Government on Forest Coneervation, and as to the adaptability er
otberwise of the varions kinda of timber indigenoua to the colony
for being employed in public works, such s bridges, rail ways, etc.
To this he was appointed as an expert, with a roving commission, at
8 large atlowance per diem. But his character for integrity and
wpFullied booour conld mot then be even tarnished by political op-

ponects, as his exhaustive report was in the hands of Governm at
when it was thought he had only started on his mission. .

The writer being & Victorian himselt, who had opportunities
through bis connection with the Press of knowing that Mr. Corcoran
was not, and is not, & man of ordinary calibre, ventares to placs on
record the above short sketch of & man who has played a prominent
part in the drama of public life in the greatest of our colonies, where
he is yet remembered with an intensity of infisxible sttachment as
the * hero of a hundred fights,”

MOTHER SEIGEL’S
O PERATING

PILLS,

FOR CONSTIPATION, BLUGGISH LIVER, ETOC,,

UN LIKE many kinds of earthartic medicines, do not make

you feel worae before you feel better. Their operstion ir gentle,
but thorough, amd unattended with disagreeable effscts, such as
nauses, griping psins, ete.

SEIGEL’'S OPERATING PILLS sre the best family phyeic that
bas ever been discovered, They cleanss the bowels from all irritating
substances, and leave them in a healthy condition.

The best remedy extant for the bane of ofir lives—constipation
and sluggish liver,

Theee Pills prevent fovers and all kinda of siogkness, by removing
all poisonous matter from the bowels. They operate briskly, yet
mildly, without any pain,

It you take a severe cold, and are threatened with a fever, with
pains in the bead, back, and limbs, one or two doses of SEIGKL'S
OPEEATING PILLS will break up the cold and prevent tbe fever,

A coated tcngue, with & brackish tasts, i5 cansed by foul matter
in the stomach. A few doses of SEIGEL’S OPRRATING PILLS
will cleanse the stomach, remove the bad tasle, and restore the ap-
petite, and with it bring peod health,

Oftentimes disease, or partially decayed food, causes mickness,
nauses, and diarthcea, It the howels are cleansed from thin impurity
with a dose of SEIGEL'S OPERATING PILLS, these disagreeable
effects will vanish, and good health will resalt.

SEIGEL'S OPERATING PILLS prevent ill-affects from excess
in eating or drinking: A good dose at bedtime renders a person fit
for business in the morning.

These Pills, being Sugar-coated, are pleasant to take, The dis-
agreeable taste common to most Pills is obviated,

FOR SALE BY ALL CHEMISTS, DRUGGISTS,
AND MEDICINE VENDORS,

PROPRIETORS:
A. J. WHITE, LiMitep, LONDON, Exg,

A citizen of Douglas county, Ean., has hit upon a new idea of
destroying wolves. He puts a chunk of beef where the wolves will
find it, and in the fight resnlting for its possession one or more are
sure to be left dead on the field,

An address is about to be presented from the Uriversity of
Dublin to the University of Bologna on the occasion of tbe latter
completing the 800th year of its existence, The addressis written
in Latin, and the illuminations have been done in Dublin. The
illuminations are intended to convey an idea of the treasures of the
island of Ireland, the plants which grow in her woods, and the reliea
of the past, stored in Trinity College and the Royal Irish Academy,

Mrs, Jackson bas consented to the removal of the body of her
late husband, General ** Btonewall " Jackson, from its present resting
place in our cemetery to the '* Jackson Circle,” which is abont 100
feet from the present grave. This will be done that the proposad
bronze fieure may mark the grave on that beantiful cirocls set apart
for Jackson’s monument, Tbe body of General Jackson is in s cast
iron casket, and the removal can be accomplished without mnch
trouble,— Lexington ( Va.) Gasette.

Lord Londonderry offers an instructive example to the world
that imterests itself in the Government of Ireland, of & Viceroy, who
at a critical period in Irish affairs, finds time to attend to them in
the intervals of racing engagements, It is true that, in the Lord
Lieutenant's absence from Ireland, Prince BEdward of Baxe- Weinaar
is inwvariably appointed one of his depnties; neveriheless, such is
the unreasonable nature of the Irigh that they are still disatisfied with
Dublin Castle rulet

The slums of London and Paris are bad enough, but it appears
that the sluma of Berlin are, if possible worse. Zas Eoke han jost
published some interesting details on the sehject. There are about
40,000 houses in the Prassian capital. A small number are inhabited
by one or two families, but the great majority are dirided into
several distinet lodgings. Two thousand five hundred contain from
16 to 20 lodgings, 20,000 from 20 to 30 lodgings, and 10,000 over
30 lodgings each, Beventy-five thousand of these lodginge are com-
posed of one room only, aud inhabited by mo fewer than 270,000
persons, which ie an average of nearly fonr persons per room ; 75,000
other lodgings are composed of two rooms, sad occupied by 350,000
inbabitants; while the remaining 30,000 lodgings are formed of
three rooms, inhabited by 140,000 people,



