
fingers ends'Ido not think that they need consider the subieat ofIrish pol.tics atall unworthy of their consideration pXcs maynot perhapscome strictly within theprovince of a Literary SUSS

adered a very HIinformedperion indeed. Ifthe youZmembersofhSIhH
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*kethemßel'«^ taestudy oftheIrishqaestion SonceTheremay be s;,me excuss for a yoang Irishman not being Vbl? toocate a quotation from Dante,Mihonf Cervantes, or Sneer bu?there isnoexcuse whateverif he is able to read for his ignorant inregard to a subject whichis so nearly associated with theSnielofhis own couutry. Should the members of tbe Canterbury OaffiteLiterary Society imagine that Home Rul. is a question breath theirdignity todiscuss, perhaps it might ckange their opinionstoSwauStheir minds that the DialecticalSociety, the debating cub of theCanterbury College,last yeardebated the questionma most vigorousmanner when the advocates for HomeRule, nearly all Bng'shmenmajority ' *" * £aVOUr ° f Home Bale by a lSge

i,-Jthln} thafc the aPathy which is displayed by people of IrishKhJfS^T?IS thl,8 Clty ia regard to rißh ma"c« « largely dneto the fact that the clergy here do not endeavour to nonuiarispnational stud.es. .The people take their tone in this respeStTomthe clergy, as m the case of the Literary Society and t£result is that there is amarked decadence of that strong nationalfeeling which, among Irish people, does » m£htopromote that ardent enthuaiasm in the cause of religion, wh?ch h»worked such wondeis elsewhere. Where thenational feeinTis weakamong Irishpeople there willnot be found that royal-hearted Joinhanded generosity which has studded the world with some of ss"npb est eclipses When Irish people take on the "SaxTgraft ofcivilization,'' and become Anglicised, they begin to defioD athoroughly Anglican love for threepenny bits. I? this,and 5other*colonies it will be generally fouad that wherethenatioail filing isstrongest there the Ohurch is in the most flourishingcondition InOtago, upon the West Coast, and in soma other plaSsT the Irish1325 a
f
re

H
dlßtxn guißhguiBh,ed for their strongsympathieswit *̂the sacredIsland of Sorrows,andm nopart of New Zealand do theCatholica sofreely and generously respondto the call of religion, and no whereare they more devoiedy attached to their clergy. The obviousinference » that in the cause of rehgion it is not& on the part ofthose whocan prevent it, to let the old,warm, generousM,f"plrit

!spencer 8° be preparad f°r *he Con-
On Sunday Father Halbwacha announced that after vesDers ameetingof the menof theparish would be held for tbepurpose offormingabranch of the St. Vincentde Paul Society.

purPo9eP09e ot
Father Halbwachs referred, evidently very' reluotaatlv tnanother parish matter, that is, the subject of the Sunday cSntribStions. These arevery small, and arenot atall adequateto theino-port of the mission. This is to be regretted. Instead of th9 eoStnbutions failing off there is a very great neceashy?or them ?o?oincrease. The wantsof theparish aremanifold. FatherHalbwachsjustly remarked that charity shouldbegin at home, andlsoit shouldItwillneed to stay there, too, for a considerable tirn ,̂betow allourwants are removed. A verygreat and long-sustained effort will naveto be made by the people before this parish is put upon» healthyfooting. Itis true that inso far as possessing a Magdalen Asv urnwe are in advance of every orher paruh in New Zealandfbutinother respects we are lamentably behind. Oar church is bal on?schools are worse the house accommoda-ion for the Brothers is de-plorable,and the Blßhop'aB 18hop'a residence is quite unworthy of him 111SatTdo8T^ aPPaUiDg'bf ifc i8U"e- T^'ore H will hi seTnthat Ido not exaggerate whenIstate that both Bishop and Deoolehave astiff task before them to get this parish into shi?Sfpe? andthat charity will have to make a veryprolonged a'ay in the regionof the southern end of Barbaioes street before she Jill have siU°factonly accomplished her workw^^hf ar,dinal anha8 had,or was to have another interviewwith his Holiness before proceeding to Ireland. No doubt hisEminence will again seek to set poor Irelandright with thePope

int*ir Tw inte,"?fc many V^soub are awaiting the expected
spoke f^thenn^rC
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°P, êdrod hfts Put a Particularly Songspoke in the Duke of Norfolk's wheel. In view of what Ithink I?SiSIh°. p
6 PeTt°P id declamations recently made in Newsss;h^^Stot;^6 least that the irißh peopie aQd co
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Mdme. SarahBernhardt's affidavit in the" LaTosca» case willnot be pleasantreading for th* <" great unacted." Eight hundred isthe number of unread plava which Mdme.Bernbardt thinks she hasinher posspssion;butof course she cannot be certain toa scoreorsoThe rumor whichobtainedgeneral circula'ionin Berlin that animperialdecree was about to be issued, the effect of which wouldalmost wholly prohibitFrenchmen from waiting Alsace-Lorraiae isprobably much exaggerated. Nevertheless there is a great daalofindignation in the Germanepicalat the obstacles thrown in the wayof and restrictions imposedupon German tourists upon the Frenchfrontier, and it isquiteprobable that some measure of reprisal willbe resorted to The North German Gazette,which isnothing if notofficial inits utterances, pointe to the facts that Francenas twice thenumber cf officials on the frontier that Germanyhas and adds thatmost of them are Alsatians. The incidents which occurred on theobiecTofXVrt h

8
o

year'the f^^oontinoM,clearly shows £object of the FrenchGovernment inmaintaining the large force offrontier guards that it does, makes it the more necefs.ry thatGermany should adoptsomemethodof retaliation,

(From our ownCorrespondent.)
After a long spell of fine weather the sunshine has departedatlast, andour city is drenched with rain and enveloped in for Onthese damp misty days Christchurcb,with its bare, browntreis.andeloppyWets. is one of the dreariest places Imaginable. At thisseason the river loses all its beauty, and becomes a mudrfy common-place stream, totally unworthy of its name. The willows wh°chfringe the banks have just been subjected to a severe course ofpruning,and the white wounds which remain where the brancheshave been loppedoff, give apatchy and unsightly appearance to thetrees Since tberemoval ofthemill-dam theriver has fallen a couple"£ th M ?*i' C° Vfr6d With dead brown vegetable matfeup to the old waterlevel. Altogether the Avon at present i. notathing of beauty and visitors whoexpect to see in theAvona mienJficent, wide,windingriver,are apt tobe very much disappointed. Atthe bestof times theAvonis onlya stwam, but on Summereven\Jbwhen the droopingbranches of the willows sweep the water and themoon gleams through the foliageoverhead,it is a verybeautiful andfairyhke streamindeed. Our levelcity is delightful m the summerSfhl^ mrn

'" "V
"gMb ° f br°Wn ftnd^reT. »nd fadedgreen?andwith itschnging fogs, penetratingdamp, andbiting south-westwindsit is by no means an ideal town. B winas,

Mr. AlfredSaundershas, asIpredicted,beenoncemore defeatedHe went veryneargettingin for Ashley, bat the fates inThe shaps ofthe Catholic votewas againagainst him,and Iam glad tosay oncemore relegated the would-bemember to the shades of obscority Swhichallnarrow-minded bigots should bekept. Mr.Saunders sincehis last publio appearance,hasjevidentlylost noneof his ofd trueEspirit of intolerance and injustice toCatholics. He was just asdeter"mined as ever to refuseallaid to Catholic schools. Therefore thereispoetic justice in the deathblow to his ambi.ioas hopes being dealttohim time after time by Catholics. When Mr. Saunders! profitingby experience, learns toexpandbis ideas and, takinga wider view ofmatters, cultivatesa etrictersenseof justice,and fair play towardsh°sfellow-coloniststhan thatby which he is animated at present,and inshort dropshis oldpuritanical ideas and realises thathe is living
°

thenineteenth century, thenhe mayhope toachieve his great amb
°

turn and write M.H.B. after his name. Untilhe does thathe may asE!h?£ f* ??e
fTDtry the Coßt of his Bhare *» elevens

of tbe {Si m neeof ever Beeing hiß name at the-hea<i
The staff at the Lyttelton orphanage is evidently not a happyfamily. Between themaster and matron and the staff including thegovernessesand the cook, whatmay be called strained relations haveapparently existed for »ome time. Infact akindof domestic volcanohas raged in the institution for months past. At last the disturbanceSSSSi"? c Wal 9°f the 01Phanage- **

Rot to the earsof tSecommittee Asemi-private enquiryandthenapublicenquiry washeld.The committee tooksides, six were in favour of the staff and of thedismissal of themaster andmatron, and seven wereof the opinion thattheinstitution wa.notestablishedfor tbestaff,batfor thechildren,andtbatMr.andMrsßrownlee having atfc nded to the interests of thelatter wereentitledtoretaintheirplaces. While all this wranglingbeen going on between the staffand themaster and matron, who areevidently unfitted for their position, the poor children suffer, andhave frequently been supplied with food of a most disgusting kindInstances Use this causeone to contrast the cold official charity ofthe State with the genuine chanty which is practised in Catholicinstitutions of thekind, and one ceases to wonder that,in the wayofreformationthe Sta c effecis so little,and theCatholicChurchsoluchLJEU
f S\ ° the.rte78t of BO2iety'

"* for the welfareof its poorwaife, if all juvenilereformatorieswere handedover to tbe wise andLoving care of some of the gentle disinterested Sisterhoods of theCatholic Church The poor little children would then grow upknowing something of human love and affection. This theywillnever learn with the State for their foster mother and withpeople hke the Brownleesfor their nurses.The pupils attending the ambulance lectures were on Fridayeveningafforded a striking and dramatic illustrationof the u.e ofthe ambulance liter. While the class was attending the lecture inthe City Council Hall, one of the litters was carried aero"theWorcester-streetBridge on the way to the hospital. The occupantof the litter proved to be an old resident of Canterbury,namedTrPotts whoarrivedhere inoneof the historical "
first four ships "

th« ofi,?r,rry \° 83y that the AmbulaQceball, which was gUen onthe 26ih, wasnot a great success froma pecuniary point. This is tobe regretted. The Society is an admirable one, and does a vastamount of good in teaching people to render aid to each other fncase of accident Again and again there is not the slightest doubttaowWge" &h kCkOf difl»»««o'*litse practical
The rehearsals of the "

Mikado" go steadily od, andas there isnoprofessionalcompany in Chriatchurch just now theperformance/which are tobe given on the seventh,eighth, tenth, andeleventh 3August, are sure to be largely attended. eictentn »{

Mr.K. Lonargan, thepresident of the CatholicLiterary Societyhas been endeavouringtostimulate the young men of the Soc c vtostudy theNational question. Mr. Lonargan has offered prSsfSthe fiist second, aad thirdbest papers upon theHome Rule questionThose papers are to be read before the Society on Thursday eveningwhen it is to be hoped that the competitors will show thlt thSpossess anintelligent acquaintance with their subject. Mr Lonarea*deserves very great credit indeed, for thus endeavouring to inducethe young menof the Society to study the questionof Home Rulethough it is to be hoped for their own sakes that no such inducement wasnecessary tocause them tostudy aquestion so frouehlwithJlJTr^Hhewe'f"eßo£ their country/ Ihave been told that theSt fTi? "^ a P°Palar °D« for discussion with themembers of theLiterary Soaety. However,literary they may beand if they had|the literature of every couutry on the globe at their
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