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THE IRISHMAN IN POLITICS.Mr.Cleveland'sproposedreduction of the tariff has been examined,as explainedby the official reports of the imports andexpirts for the

tan months endingApril30, withmostunfavourableresults. Itseems
that the imports for tbeperiodhad increased by a sum of 28,011,414dole., while the exports had decreased by a sum of 19,811,496d015.
This, say the advocates of Protection,gives a very decided contra-diction to the theories of Freetrade, and vividly illustrates the mis-chief of the President's message. But whatmakes tbe matter worse
is that the greatest falling off in American manufactures is showniniron and Bteel and woollen goods, which the supporters of Mr. Cleve-land's proposalscondemn asespecially giviDg American manufacturers
anadvantage over American consumers. The import") of iron andsteel haveadvancedduring the period mentioned by 3,184,173d018.,
atd those of woollen goods by 1,777,508d015. All this, claim theProtectionists, should give the supporters of Mr. Cleveland's policygrounds to pause andreconsider their position.

The attemptmade in the Massachusetts Legislature by a bigoted
party, theKnow-nothings of the day, tocripple the Catholic schoolscm pretence of a State inspection cf private schools generally hassignally failed. The result has been, not only toconfound the bigots
by the rejection of their proposals,but to advance the interests of
Catholic andreligious education by the publicity given to the cause,and the testimony borne to the efficiency of the Catholic system. Tomanyenlightened Protestants,especially President Kliot,of Harvard,
and ColonelT. W.Higginsjn, are the thanks of the Catholicbody due

The deathhasoccurredat Somerset, Ohio, of Mrs Sheridan,motherof the gallant General now so dangerously ill. The deceased lady,
who was in her eighty-eighth yearhas succumbed to the effects of acold,probably aggravatedby anxiety arising from the illness of herson, to whom she was tenderly attached and by whom her affectionwas warmly reciprocated. Mrs Sheridan was born in the county
Cavan in1801, and in1824 wasmarried to the father of the General,
who dud in1875. She emigrated withher family in 1829,going at
first toCanada and afterwards removing to the Sates. She was,as
the mothersof greatmenoften are,a womanof noble character, an
honour to the land of her birth as well as to that of her adoption,
which she wellrepaidfor its hospitality by the gift of her glorious
son. Why have euch mothers been prevented from devoting suchsons to the service of their nativelandI—R.I.P,

The latfst distinctively American report current comes from
Findlay, Ohio, where they pay a handof fire has been seen in the
sky. The phenomenon appeared first in " plumes 'of light which
afterwards concentrated and formed aperfect hand, -with the fore-finger pointing downwardat the city. The whole town,except those
who were asleep in bed, watched the portent for half-an-hour in
terror. Since the days of Belshazzar nothingof the kindhas been
reported, but as yet, Findlay stands unharmed.

A spiritualist lady, callingherself Madame DisDebar,has been
convicted in New York for swindling a lawyer named Marsh bymeansof her attendant spirits. She cheated the unfortunate victim,
who, nevertheless, in all other respects, is reputeda shrewd man, bya pretenceof having pictures painted to his" order by masters long
since dead. Itissaid that the lady who is in more than one regard
disreputable,once occupied the anti-Catholic platform. Finding it
did not pay. and.doubtless, falling short of the eloquence of aBiddyO'Gorman, she took to the particular courses whichhave now led toherconviction.

The Legislature of New York have just passed a law for the
executionof criminals by electricity. The agony of the punishment
will consist in the preparations for it, death by this means taking
place quicker than instantaneously, in some immeasurable fraction
of a second. A doubt exists, however, as to whether the new lawcan be carried into force as it is said tobe at variance with the Con-stitutionofltheRepublic,which forbidscruel aridunusualpunibhments,
themethod proposedbeing certainly unusual.

(From tho Westminster Review.)
Itia asked:Has the Irishman the samecapacity for self-governmtnt
as the cit'zen of anAmerican State1 Many Englishmen seeminclined
toanswer the question negatively,and toregard thisansweras a fatal
bar toHome Rule. But anAmerican of 1887can scarcely understandyourasking thisquestion.He has comtantlybaforehiteyes thestrongest
proof of the Irish aptitudtfor politicaldiscussion. Nothiig,he would
assure you,from his ownexperience,suits the Irishman's tempera-
mentbetter than the constant exorcise of the faculties which arebest
adapted for local politics. A political sphere suits the Irishman's
versatile genius, and employs his "gift of the gab." Whac your
Irishman wants tno9t of all is someoutletfor his politicalsteam, and
this he findsin the profusionof the small details of localgovernment.

Strange as it may seem, this race,which ia at present denied
Homo Ruleathome,actually controls,partly by its power of numbers,
but still moreby dint of its capacity for politicaldebate and by elec-
toral organisation, tho government of most of the great American
cities from New York to San Francisco. At this moment the living
experimentof Irish Home Rule is visible across the oceanunder tbe
most freeanddemocratic of all Governments. New York is said to
be the largestjlrish city in the world. Eren learned aad elegant
Bostonhas its Irish Roman Catholic mayor. The first daily news-
paper whichappearedin America, thePennsylvaniaPacket,waspub-
lished by an Irishman, and from that day to this the Irish have
exercised enormousinfluence through the AmericanPress. As senators,
representatives, State governors,mayors, they have taken their full
share in carrying on the government of the Republic. It would be
superfluous tomultiply instances in everydepartmentof life in which
Irishmen inAmerica have,come to the front rank. The important
part whichthe "Irish vote

"
has played in the preeidentialelections

from the timeofAndrew Jackson, thefirst Irish President,till to-day,
isknowntoall. And looking,ina generalway,to thequality of the Irish
immigrants, almost any fair-mindcl Americ in would tell you that the
Irishcompire favourably at thepresentmoment withthe immigrants
fromothercountries withregardtotheir fitness for being entrusted with
thepoliticalrights which America gives toher citizens. If notimme-
diately upon landing at Castle Garden, as an effect of the ocean, at
all events in a generation, the wildKeirv immigrant is transformed
into the most law-abiding citizen in the Union. From the statistics
of the last census (1880) inAmerica, itappearsthat the total number
of citizens oftheUnited States whowere born inIreland is 1,850,571.
as against 745,978 born inGreat Britain,and 1,996,742 born in Ger-
many. But whilfl Garmany only contributes 4,369 German-born
persons to the staff of officials and civil employesof the Government,
and Great Britain 3,039, Irelandi9representedby 8,231 Irish-born
persons in the civil service of the State. Statistics of other occupa-
tions in the voluminousreportsof the last census areequally striking.
Samuel Lover wrote of the, Irishpeasant that

"
his enemiesrepresent-

ing him as a fiend stimulate his frienda topaint him as an angel."
Toe truth is that the Irishman at horns is a failure, and abroad,
speaking generally, a success;an indication, one wouldsay, thathis
crimes at. home are the reeuhs of polnicalcircumstances peculiar to
Ireland.

Ithas always seeinel to usthat a strong argumentexists for Mr.
Gladstone's originalproposalto allow Ireland, if she so wills it, when
Home Rule is given her, to remain unrepresented in the Imperial
Parliament jor a, time. Ireland will have enough to do, and more
than enough, to set her own house in order to begin with. She is not
keenly interested in Imperial matters at this juncture. Shemight
well afford to take time to settle her proper rela'ions to theImperial
Government.

We do not mean tocontend that the American cities arealways
model communities. They are too well known, after Bcandals like
the recent disgraceful disclosuresinNew York, tobe occasionally ttu
scenes of jobbery and mun'cipal corruption. But, in thefirst place,
it is certain that themunicipal constitutions of tbe American cities
are often to blame for their bid government,and that thesa will in
time right themselves, And secondly, particularattention is clue to
the fact tl at American cities arenot noted for anyacts of tyranny ot
thomany over the ftw, such as we are told toanticipate from Home
Kule 10 Ireland ;but,on the contrary, their losses from bad govern-
ment are usually a dishonest transfer of money from themany intu
thepock' ts of the few.

At the layingof the foundationstoneof :iConfederatemonument,
the other day, at Jackson, Miss , a letterhas read from JeffersonDavis
in which he displays an impenitentspirit. Hespeakqof the defeated
cause asthatof righteousness, and of themen who fell in itas owning
the mingled attributes of the hero and the Faint. Fortunately JeffDavis and his comrades,even thoughheroes and saints, werehindered
in carrying out their dream of patriotism— which, indeed, partook o£thenatureof anight-marc.

RepresentativeBelmont ofNewYorkhasgiven noiicein Congrers
of a resolution to the effect that the Committee onForeign Affairs be
instructed toinquire into the caseof Jchn CurranKent, anaturalizedcitizen of the United States, serving a panal sentence in Milbank
prison, London, on a charge of complicity with Dr.Gallagher in adynamiteplot. It is alleged that Kent was deceived by a lawyer who
represented himself as anAmerican,and that believing his case hadbeen taken upby the American Government he said nothing onhis
trial abouthis citizenship. Anappealmade byhim afterwards to the
American Minister at London received no attention. The matter isnow tobe brought btfor* Congress— as it is hoped withbetter results'

At Boksmeer, inHolland,a large packet of letters, containing
tho coirespondetice thatpassed betweenNapoleon I.and his brother,
KingLouis of Holland,has been discovered. The letters had been
depositedby theKing with bis private secretary, whose grandson is
the present owner of them.
Ido not know whichis themore remarkable about the Anglican

females who advertise for governessesand servants, and offer them"
Church privileges," instead of a proper emolument

—
their canttm,

hypocrisy or their miserable meanness. Here is a lady who requires
an accomplished governess,but she can give no salary, because all
her reverend hnsbanrl's vestments are very costly, so she offers ''a.
comfortable home, washing, and Church privileges." Another auda-
cious flea-skinner requires a finishing governess, who is thorough
mistress of French, German, music, BingiDg, and drawing, and sbe
has the inconceivable effrontery to offer £12 a year,as she "cannot
afford more, Laving a s n at college." but she can promise "full
Churchprivileges." Arother wantsa lady help, who is to be a pro-
ficient in all work and in many accomplishments, andsbe is offered
£10 a year,aad the inevitable"Church privileges," which itis really
too preposterous to hold out as a bait,as if they wereanalogous to
Papalindulgence or letters of dispensation,as everybody who wishes
for them can obtain them as a matter of course, whether living in
town or in country, unless therequirements arevery exorbitant.

—
Truth,

Lightning struck a country school house in Delaware county,0.,
recently. Jown Bowers, aged twelve years, was at a blackboard
explainingan examplein arithmetic ana was iustantly killed. The
teacher and twenty scholars were thrown from their chairp, remain-
ing unconsciousnearly half an hour.

Francehas justslappedEngland squarely in the face by depriving
Gen. Willoughby of the concessions grantedhim inMadagascar and
expellinghim from that country. The queen,or rather her contort,
having control of internal affairs, had given Wilkughby trade rights,of which the Frenchhave compelled thegovernment todeprivehim!
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