¥riday, August 3, 1888,

NEW ZEALAND TABLET,

Mvr. Cleveland’s proposed reduction of the tariff has been examined,
a8 explained by the official reports of the imports and exports for the
ten months ending April 30, with most anfavourable results. It geema
that the imports for the period had iocreased by a sum of 28,011,414
dola, while the exports bad decrcased by asum of 19,811,496dols.
This, say the advccatea of Protection, gives a very decided contra-
diction to the theories of Frestrade, and vividly illustrates the mis-
chief of the President’s message, But what makes the matter worse
is that the greatest falling off in American manufacturss is shown in
iron and stee! and woollen goods, which the supporters of Mr. Cleve-
Jand’s proposals condemo as rspecially giving American masuufacturers
an advantage over Awerican consumers. The imports of iron and
stesl have advanced during 'he period mentioned by 3,184,173dols,,
aed those of woollen goods by 1,777,508dals. Al this, clai tha
Protectionists, should give the supporters of Mr, Cleveland's policy
grounds to pause acd reconsider their position. .

The attempt made in the Massachusetts Legislature by & bigoted
party, the Kuow-nothings of the day, to cripple the Catholic schools
on pretence of a State inspection <f private achools generally has
signally failed. The result has been, not only to confound the bigots
by the rejection of their proposals, but to advance the interests of
Catholie and religious education by the publicity given to the qause,
and the testimony borne to the efficiency of the Catholic system, To
lany enlightened Protestants, especially President Eliot, of Barvard,
and Colonel T, W. Higginson, are the thanks of the Catholic body due

The death has cccurred at S8omerset, Ohio, of Mrs Bheridan, mother
of the gallant Gleneral now so dangerously ill. The deceased lady,
who was in her eighty-eighth year has snccumbed to the effects of &
cold, probably aggravated by anxiety arising from the illness of her
800, to whom she was tenderly attazhed and by whom her affection
was warmly reciprocated. DMrs Sheridan was born in the county
Cavan in 1801, aud in 1824 was married 1o the father of tha General,
who died in 1875. She emigrated with ber family in 1829, going at
firgt to Capada and afterwards removing to the Srates. She was, as
the mothers of great men often are, 4 woman of noble character, an
honour to the land of her birth a5 well as to that of her adoptien,
which she well repaid for its bospitality by the gift of her glorions
Bon. Why bave such mothers beca prevented from devoting such
sons to the service of their native land I—R. 1. P,

The Jatest distinetively American report carrent comes from
Pindlay, Ohlo, where they say n hand of fire has been seen in the
sky, The phenomenon appeared first in * plumes " of light which
afterwarda concentrated and formed a peifect band, with the fore-
finger pointing downward at the city. The whole town, except those
who were asleep in bed, walched the portent for half-an-hour in
terror. Bince the days of Belshazzar nothing of the kind has been
reported, but as yet, Findlay stands unharmed.

A spiritualiat lady, calling herself Madame Dis Debar, has been
convicted in New York for swindling a lawyer named Marsh by
mesns of ber attendant spirite, She cheated the unfortunate vietim,
whbo, nevertheless, in all other respects, is repated a shrewd man, by
a pretence of baviog pictures painted to bis order by masters long
since dead. It issaid thatthe lady who is in more than one regard
disreputable, ouce cccupied the anti-Catholic platform. Finding it
did not pay, and. doubtless, falling short of the eloquence of a Biddy

(’Gorman, she took to the particnlar courses which have now led to
her conviction,

The Legisiature of New York have just passed a law for the
execution of criminals by electricity, The agony of the punishment
will consist in the preparationa for it, death by this means taking
place quicker than instantaneously, in some immeasurable fraction
of a second, A doubt exists, however, as to whether the new law
ean be carried into force ae it is said to be at varance with the Con-
stitution ofithe Republic, whizh forbtds crucl and nanseal punishments,
the method proposed being certainly wousual,

At the laying of the foundation stoncof a Cloufederate monument,
the other day, at Jackson, Miss , a letter has read from Jefferson Davis
in which he displaysav impeaitent spirit. He speaks of the defeated
cause as that of rightecusness, and of the men who fell in it as owning
the mingled attributes of the kero ard the eaint. Fortuaately Jeff
Davis and his comrades, even thongh heroes and saints, were hindered
in carrying ont their dream of patriotism—which, indeed, partook of
the nature of a night-mare,

Representative Belmont of New York has given noice in Congre:s
uof & resolationto the effect 1hat the Committee on Foreign Aftairs be
instructed toinquire into the case of John Curran Kent, & naturalized
citizen of the United States, serving a pznal sentence in Milbank
prisop, London, oo a chargs of complicily with Dr. Gallagher in 2
dynsmite plot. It is alleged that Kent was deceived by a lawyer who
represented himself ag an American, and 1hat believiog his case had
'bc_en taken up by the American Government he said nothing on bis
trial about bis citizensbip, Anappeal made by him afterwards to the
American Minister at London received no attention. The matter is
now to be brought b« fore Congress—as it is hoped with buiter results:

Lightning struck a conntry sebeol bouse in Delaware county, 0.,
recently. Jown Bowers, aged twelve years, was at a hlackboard
explaining an example in anthmetic ana was instautly killed, The
teacher and twenty scholars were thrown from their chzire, Temaia-
iog unconscious mearly bhalf an hour,

France has just slapped England equarely in the face by depriving
Gen, Willoughby of the coucessions granted him in Madagascar and
expelling bim from that country, The queen. or rather her copsort,
having control of internal affairs, bad given Willcaghby trade rights,
of which the French have compelled the government to deprive him,

THE TRISHMAN IN

- e—
(From the Westmineter Revier.)

IT ia asked : Has the Irishman the same capacity for self-govarnment
ag the citizen of an American State? Many Knghshmsn seem inclined
to answer the question pegatively, and to ragard this answer as a fatal
bar to Home Rale, But an American of 1887 can searcely uaderstand
yourasking thisquestion. He has constantly bafora hiseyes thestrongest
proof of the Irish aptitude for political disg=msion, Nothing, he would
asgure you, from hia own experience, euits the Irishman'a tempera-
ment better than the constant exercise of the faculties which ara beat
adapted for local politics. A political sphere suits the Irisiman’s
varaatile genius, and employs his “ gift of the gab.,” What your
Irishmaa waots most of all is some cutiet for his political steam, and
thig he finds in the profusion of the small details of local government,.

Sirange as it may seem, this race, which is at present denied
Home Rule at home, actunlly controls, partly by its power of numbers,
but still more by dint of its capacity for politigal debate aad by elec-
toral organisation, the government of most of the great American
cities from New York to S8an Fraacisco. At this moment the living
experiment of Irish Home Rule is visible across tha ocean under the
most free and democratic of all Governments, New York is said to
bz the largestiIrish city in the world. Ewen learned rod elegaut
Boston has its Irish Roman Catholic mayor. The first daily news-
paper which appeared in Awmerica, the Pennsylvania Packet, was pub-
lished by an Irishmao, and from that day to this the Irish bave
exercised enormous influence through the American Press. As senators,
representatives, State governors, mayors, they have taken their fall
shara in carrying on the govornment of the HKepublic. 1t would be
superfiucus t> multiply instances in every department of lifs in which
Irishmen in America have come to the front rank, The important
part which the ‘* Irish vote " has played in the presidential elections
from the time of Andrew Jackson, the firet Irish President, till to-day,
isknown toall. Andleoking,ina general way, to thequality of the Irich
immigrants, almost any fair-misdel Americin would tell you that the
Irieh compire favourably at the present moment with the immigrants
from other countries with regard to their fitness for being entrusted with
the political rights which America gives to her citizens. 1f not imme-
diately upon landing at Castle Garden, as aa effect of the ocean, at
all events in a gencration, the wild Kerrv immigrant is transformed
into the most law-abiding citizen in the Union, From the statistics
of the Iast census (1880) in America, it appears that the total number
of citizens of the United States who were born in Ireland is 1,850,671,
as against 745,978 born in Great Britain, and 1,996,742 bora in Ger-
many, But whils Garmany ooly contribntes 4362 German-born
persons to Lke staff of officials and civil employésof the Government,
and Great Britain 3,089, Ireland is represented by 8,231 Irieb-born
pergons in the civil service of the State. Statistics of other ocoupa-
tions in the voluminous reports of the last census are equally striking,
Samuel Lover wrote of the Irish peasant thut “ his enemies represent-
ing him asa fiend stimulate hi~ friends to paint bhim as an angel.”
Toe truth is that the Irnshman at hom= is a failure, and abroad,
speaking generally, a suceess; an indication, one would say, that his
crimes at home are the rezuliy of political circomstances peculiar to
Ireland,

It has always seemed to us that a strong argument exists for Mr.
(tladstone’s original proposal ta allow Ireland, if she so wills it, when
Home Ruole is given her, to remain unrepresented in the Imperial
Parliament for @ teme. Ircland will have enough to do, aad more
than enough, toset her own house in order to begin with, She is not
keenly interested in Imperial matlers at this juncture. She might
well afford to take time to settle her proper relations o the fmperial
Government.

We do not mean to contend that the American cities are alwayy
mode]l ccmmunitics, They ar: too well known, after scandals like
the recent disgraceful disclosures in New York, to be oceasionally the
scenes of jobbery and mun'cipal corruption. But, in the first placc,
it is certain that the municipal constitutions of the American citio:
are often to blame for their bad government, and tbas thesa will in
time 1ight themselves, And scrondly, particular attentiomis due to
the fact ti at American cities are not noted for any acts of tyranny oi
the many over the fow, such a8 we wre told Lo anticipate from Home
Liute 1o Iveland ; but, on the contrary, their losses from bad govern-
ment are usually a dighonest iransfer of money {rom the many intw
the pock: ts of the few,

e ———

At Boksmeer, in Holland, a large packst of letters, containing
tho correspondence that passed between Napoteon I, and his brother,
King Louis ¢f Hollaod, bas been discovered. The letters had been
dsposited by the King with his private secretary, whose grandson iz
the present owner of them.

I do not know which is the more remarkable about the Anglican
females who advertise for governesses and servants, nnd offer them
¢ Church privileges,” instcad of a proper emolument—their caol:ng
bypocrisy or their miserable meanness, Here in o lady who requires
an accomplished govirpess, but she can give no salary, because all
her reverend hnsband's sestmenta are very costly, so she offers “a.
eamfortable home, washing, and Church privileges” Amother suda-
cious flea-skinner requires a finishing goveraness, who is thorough
mistress of Wrench, German, music, singiog, and drawing, and sbc
Las the inconceivable effrontery to offer £12 a year, a8 she “ cannot
afford more, haviog a s n at college.” but she can promise * full
Church privileges.”” Arother wants a lady help, who 18 to be a pro-
fieient in al! work and in many accomplishments, and she is offercd
£10 a year, and the inevitable ©* Chorchk privileges,” which it is really
too preposterous to held out as a bait, as if they were analogons to
Papal indulgence or lelters of dispensation, as everybedy who wishes
for them ¢an obtain them as a matter of coutse, whether li'vmg in
town orin country, unless the requirements aze very exorbitant,—
Lruth,
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