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AT HOME AND ABROAD,
e

THE cablegrams that have within ths lagt two

AR OMINOUS  or three wecks reacbed the colony, with respect to
PROPOEAL.  certain complaints made by the Pope as to ths in.
crensed trials of his position, have doubtless had

their origin in circomatances attendant on the penal code under
discussion in the Italian Parliament, at the latest dste to which
we have detailed intelligence. Bome of the provisions of the code
were of a particularly moustrous nature,and their bearing upon the
position of the Holy Fatber would be most galling and severe, Did
they become law, for example, no bishop nor priest could, even in
private, express an opinion in support of the Pope's tamporal power
without incurring & penalty, were he convieted, of imprisonment,
varying in length from three to six years aud of a flne from 300
to 600 francs. Bat if the offence were committed in publis, the
puoishment might be imprigsnment for life with haed Iabour,
The iniquity of such & law as thia is tos clear to need any
explanation, and we can well uoderstand that its passing, or the
probability of ita passing, has keanly affected the Pope, It has been
well ruggeated that the introduction of such a measure into Parlia-
mant betrays a doubt on the part of Signor Crlspi, whose proposal it
is, that the canae of the Holy Father is more popalac 1 Italy than be
finds agrecable, But, at the sama time, it shows growing insclenca
and c¢o.fidence on the part of the revoiationary and Social
istic element in  the  population. It may, meantime,
be in place to ioquire how far cocsistent it woali be
for Germaay, whos! Falk laws ate exceaded by this Italiad code, to
continue in allinnce with a Governent which bad passed a law more
severe than that which in the interests of civilisatiou and good order
generslly, as well as for other reagons, she has found it prudent to
repeal. Huw, moreover, will an advaoce of the Scialis ic and
Tevolutionary power in Italy be in accor lance with the allinnce now
aoubtless to be extended through Germany to Rassia? What scems
10 us more comsistent with the nature of things isthat an allinnes
should be formed between the two great powers in guestion, to crush
the revolution in lialy, and to overthrow the Government that are
evidently in combinatio1 with] it or wnder its yoke, and to this
posaibly the mutter may eventmally coms. Whether the Pope
will be obliged to leave Rome or not we canngt tall, it ig, bowaever,
suggestive that the insult now cffered to him comes accompanied by
a eeries of ineults and hostile demonstrations against the King and
Queen, and on the presence of the Pope in Rome the fafety of the
monarchy certainiy depends. Sigoor Orispi, then, may be fatuously
bastening the event, The expulsion of the Pope he certainly aims
at, or even its imminent occurrence, may lesd to revelutionary demon-
strations that would call for the interfersnce of the great power

whose aliiance he hay sought for the monarchy, and which, ia
common with its ally, Rossia, canoot see without apprehension the

advance of the Revolution in any part of Burope. This measure
then which as we are told, fills the Vatican with indiguation and
slarm, may possibly form the beginming of the end, Axnd indeed
were the Bill passed, it would be as extravagaut an advance as could
well be mude. One step further woald be undisguised and wiolent
persecution,

1F the gossip current in Xurope a few weeks before
the death of the late Emperor was true, that event,
potwithetanding the peaceful disposition of the Im.
perial sufferer, was in the interests of peace—~-It
geems that, according to the Prossian Conatitation, no monareh wha
is not capable of performing the duties of his lofty position is qualified
to reign, and that, therefore, the Emperor's mortal disease, were tha
law strictly adbered to, wonld not have allowed him to ascend or
cecapy the throne, While Burope was st peace, howcver, it would
hardly have been possible to {nsist upon the strict enforcement of the
law, and, consequently, Prince Bismarck was suapscted of harbouring
& degign to seck an excuse in war for the deposition desired by him.
The Chancellor is further said to have made the dying man's state
more trying to bim by the punectilions mannsr in which he exacted
trom bim personally instructions even on the minutest point—refuging
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£0 much a8 to parmit of ths intervention of the Hmpress, who conld
bave given very cfiuctual help to the invalid, on whom ske was ig such
constant attendanee, and whose every look she could interpret, Al

this represents the man of blood and iron in a very unamiable light,
ard it is to be huped, for the pikaof humanity, that the case has been
at least exaggerated. Bat with the Emperor's destt there Passed
away the neel of war, And ws have certainiy seen from recent aventa
that it scems more remote. Wea had ourselves, however, aiready fore-
seen, as our readers may remember, the like!ihood of a renewed
alliance between Russia and Germany, szch as has oow besn made
evident in the visit of the Emparor William to 8%, Patersburg, This
necesearily pats an end to the much-dreaded slliance between Franos
and Russia, and alters the whole appearance of matters in Europs,
The liberty of action it confers upon Russia, however, with respect to
the Bast and Central Asia must place England in a more or less
unfavourable situation, The peacs, thea, that has been confirmed, if
ramour rpoke the truth, by the death of the Emperor Frederick, has
also its less agrecable aspects,

THg defeat of the Spanisk Armada has been com-

memorated in England with all theardour of Exeter
Hall.  Of the celebratica itself we hava not ag yet

received details, but the preparations in progress, of
which we have some details, were sufficiently stirring, Bat, if it be
true, pd some of the divines engaged in these preparations assert:
that hardly a minister ia Englaud is to be trusted, most of those

belonging to the Anglican Church being teally Roman Cathode
missionaries in disgaise, and many of those belonging to Non-confor

miat congregations being nothing better, the days for Armada celebra

tions iu the country ars evidentiy nambed ani Rome has conquered
after all, Under tne circumsiances, & grea: Protestant ¢ kbralion is
& mockery, and orly briuss more promineatly ioto notice the defeat
that bas been suffered. Here, three hundred yrars a'ter the destrug-
tion of the Aimada, with which be lagt bopes of Rome, 80 far &y
England wus concerned, were supposed to have perlste L onze for all—

& select band of Kvangehesl winisters declare the co wiry to be
almost wholly in the hands of Rome, And.ia truth, even apart from
the wild exaggerations of these minis'ers, and the accusat:ong broughy,
by them. not only agaivat Home for excouraging deceit, bat agaias:

Protestant principlea for permitiing men well tramsd in Lhem to fall
into the rystematic practice of dessit, the revival of Catholicism has
been a very wondorfal thing and quite ecough, were it rightly con,
sidered, to cast ridicule on any celebraticn of the defeat of the Armad

as a great and fioal vietory of religions Protestantise. 'The minister:
in question, bowever, are easily matisfied as totbe claims of Protes-
tantism for they ascribe the pre-eminence of Germany on the Cootineny
of Kurope and that of Kngland in the world generaily toit, So far
sa religion i concermed 1be contest in Kurope has been that of
Germuny, taught by experience to acknowledze her need of Rome's
ailiance and assistance, againat Judasism, atheism, and infidelity, in
France, for these were and are the religisus or irreligious prineiples
directing the government apd policy of Fraunce, And England's
swpremacy in the world, ontside of the United Kingdom, has been
that o a country adopting heatben and Mobammedan principle®
with heathen and Mobhwmmedan peoples, and whoss religious Protes-
tantism, if it were «ngaged at all, hag been besmirched with such
associations as for example that hardly mectionabls one which the
other day formed the subject of & debate in the House of Commons
that bromght the blush of shame into the facesof the least’sqneamish men
obliged to deal with it. Bot this still repeated elaim of worldly
#access aceompanying the profession of a religion is, at best, the pre-
version of the temporal glory promised to the Jews, were they obediently
to receive the Messiah, At the worst, and thers is nothicg to preveny
men aotuated by rancoar and bigotry from sinking to the level of the
worst, it is the old heathen idea of the support of the stronger god

Ohristianity gives no promise of worldly prosperity, and Christ's
kingdom is net of thia world, But the cclebration of the defeat o

tbe Armaca, a8 a great and final victory of religi s Protestantism, ig
& mockery of that event, while n~t cnly 18 Frotestastism as a form of
the Christian relyzion dying out, but Catholicism is making marked
and rapid progress amoag the English people. It is wonderful that
those habizuds of Exater Hall, who themselves recogmeod and deplored
this progress, should not sea the inconsistency and folly of their action-
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