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usually not muchbetter. The public of Otago have leaned
to distrust both Commisions and Ministers, from Sir H.
Atkinson to Sir R. Stout,on the OtagoCentral. For ten
years all Ministers have laboured hard not to push on this
railway, but to find out excuses for not doing so. This is
plain to the most cursoryobserver, and we are convinced
that as it has been in the past so it will be in the future.
The great cry now is: By all means let the line be
made, but by the Government, and not by a
private company on the land grant principle. The cry
is little short of scandalous, and is really only
the merest pretext. Anyone who considers the subject-,care-
fully must come to thisconclusion. Why, Sir H. Atkinson
proposes to bringin aBill nextyear to authorise a private
company tomake the line to Clyde, and pledgeshimself to
give 83 per cent, in land,or 50 per cent,inplant, to said
company. Is not this the veryprinciple of Mr. Pykk's Bill?
And yet themenwhostonewalled Mr.PYKE's Billdeclare them-
selves ready to accept the Premier's offer. Theymust, con-
sider the peopleof Otago the merest dolts if they fancy these
people so dull as not to beable tosee through the subterfuge.
The Premier's offer iian astuteproject, whoso chief aim is
to kill the Otago Central, or,at all events, to postpone its
completion even to Clyde for probably half a century. If
Sir H. Atkinson is in earnest, he has nothing to
do but take up Mr. Pyke's Bill and amend it so as
to secure mining interests and the settlement of the
land, if he thinks the Bill does not contain sufficient
provisions in these respects. But it will be said; Do
yon doubt the word of the Premier, or do you think
he will fail to redeemhis pledge next session? Our answer
is: the Premier will not have the money to go on to
Middlemarch. The loan is not to be touched, and ordinary
revenueis falling. Notwithstanding twenty-five per cent, of
anincrease inCustoms Duties, lastmonth's Customsreturns
are less than they werethe correspondingmonthof last year,
andso we areconvinced it will be to the end of the year.
Under these circumstances it will be veryeasy for thePremier
to say we could not go on to Middlemarch,owing to the de-
pressed state of the Colonial finances. But then, it willlie
asked, whatabout the promised Bill to enable aprivate com-
pany to completetheline to Clyde? Well, wesay thereasons
that arefound valid for rejectingMr. Pyke's Bill this year
will be equally valid for the rejection of a perfectly similar
Bill next year. On the whole, therefore, we are persuaded
that the people of Otago may throw their caps at the Otago
Central,that in reference to it they are befooled, and that tad
chief of those perpetrating this foolery are to be found
amongst their own representatives. All this affords another
argument of the folly of those who laboured so hard years
ago to destroy localself-government,andcentralise everything
in one remote town.

Tb» Catholics of New Zealand provide, at their own sole
expense,an excellent education for their own children. Yet
guoh is the sense of justiceandpolicj in the New ZealandLegislature that it compels these Catholics, after having
manfully provided for their own children, to contribute
largely towards.thefree andgodlesseducation of otherpeople's
children!!! This is tyranny,oppression,andplunder.

THE OTAGO CENTRAL.

R. PYKE'SBillreOtago CentralRailway hasbeen defeated,and this means that the Otago
Central is not to be made for avery long time,
if ever. This is the sumand substanceof thePremier'sproposals, and for this the people
of Otago are to thank several of their ownrepresentatives. But it will besaid:how canthis be said,in the face of the pledge of the Premier thattlrsline shall be pushed on toMiddlemarch with all possible

speed, and that next session, if he should consider it
necessary, after himself inspecting the country, to con-
tinue the line in the interests of settlement, he willbging in a Bill to authorise a company to continue litto Clyde? With all due reverence for the Premier, this istransparent humbug. The conduct of all Governments forthelast ten years in reference to this line gives reason forth,e conviction that Government will have no difficulty infinding reasons for slow instead of rapid progress. TheTCiplation of the Premier to visit the country himself isominous. The public can not forget the report of the Com-mission some years ago to the effect thatVie country through
which it was proposed to run the Otago Central was little
better than ahowling wilderness. Commissions have aknackof only seeing what they want to gee, and Ministers afe

Vainare the self'Congratulationsof tho3e whoassert itasproved
that Ireland is not coerced because of her Catholic faith. 'What
otherwise is it that hasmoved the Irish Methodists to memorialise
the WesleyanConference against Home Rule. Is it not that the/
oppose the admission of Catholics to equality with them? What
again,has inducedMr. Chamberlain speaking a day or two ago at
Birminghamtobring forward onca more the oldargumentof thecivil
war tobe caused by the rising of Ulster. These are anti-Catholic
movementsand anti-Catholic movementsonly,and they give the lie
directto those interested Protestants and anti-Catholic Catholics who
declare that the Catholicismofthe country has nothing to do with th8

matter. ThatMr. Chamberlain's argumentshows a weakness anda
wantof any valid plea is nothing to thepurpose. Beyond a few
Orange riots,of complete insignificance if theydid occur of which
there is somedoubt, therewould be no rising of Ulster. But the
readiness to make use of the anti-Catholic argumentproves the point*

Tt is tobe feared that thepatienceof the Irish peopleis begin*
ning at last to fail,and that coercion, which has in everything else
proveda failure, hassucceeded at length indriving them,or someof
them, todesperation. A fierce resistancetoevictionis reportedfrom
the Wrayestateat Rathkeale, in Limerick, and two boycottedmen
have been murdered—one at Listowel, and another at Kanturk,— the
crimes being committed in the broad daylight by maskedmen, who
immediately escaped. Can it be that the fate of these unhappy
victims wasaccelerated by any fear lest the boycott wasabout tobe
relaxed? Ithas been lookedupon,weknow,as a preventiveagainIt
the commission of murder. In any case, it is conclusively proved
that,if it werethe dispositionof tbe people to commit crime,coer-
cionhas no terrors to restrain them. Murder that stalksabroadat
mid<day is not an apparitionseenin well-governedcountries.
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Mr. P.Oalvin 1 0 0 Mr. J.Dunley 0 10 0

E.Ward 10 0,, F.Laloli 060„ P.McCann 10 0 „ W. P. Westcott 0 5 0„ J.Warren 10 0 „ W.Darwood 0 6 0„ M.MoMullin 010 0 Miss B.Person 0 5 0„ P.Bierdon 0 10 0
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ETTRICK
Mr.T.Bickard 1 0 0|Miss A. S. Brazil 10 0

(To be continued.')
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