
WANGANUI.
(Froman occasional Cjrresponden'.)

July 19, 1883.
A veby successful effort has just been made by the local branch of
the IrishNatioaalLeague to mcrease the funds available tor tram-mission toIreland. Toe effort took tha shape of an entertainmentwhich had been in preparation for some wejkspast, and whicheventuated last night in the Oddfellows' Hill. The programmepresented w.s a varied one, anl hit the popular taste, as wasbufficientlyproved by the applause so liber* ly bestowed on almosteveryitem. The first part was mastly musical and was rendered ia
capitalatyleby our leading amateurs, both vocal and instrumental.Inthe second part two ladies and three geatlemen enacted a side-
splitting little farce, entitled the"

Area Belle,"and interpretedtheirparts withsuchskill thatfrom the raisingofthjcurtaintjitsdropping
the audience were in oue continuous fit of laughter. During the first
part of theproceedings Mr.A.Oliver,oneof the vice-presidentsof thabranch, came forward and thanked tha performers for their kind
assistance and the audiencafor their liberal support to the causaofIreland. He explainedin a few words the reason why theLaagaa
had asked for public patronaga and alluded to the good work they
intendedtodo with thoproceedsof theentertainment— viz.,thereliev-
ingthe. great distressof their countrymen at Home in this the final
struggle for constitutional liberty. The audiauce, whioh was very
large, was not confined to those of Irish birth, but wuarepresentative
of alluafinnahdes, and, from themannerin which Mr.Oliver's wordswerereceived,all present wera sympathisers with'the cameof Homo
Rule. Financially, as inevery other respect, theaffiir was a greatsuccess, andIbelieve a good &üm will be nalted. So many have
contributed to tho successof the wholeproceedings that ie would be
invidious to particularise.

The annual meeting of the Dunedin branch of this Society tookplace on Thursday evening, the Most Rev. Dr. Moran, the R°vFather Vereker,anda number of themembers of the Society and'ofthe congregation generally being pieaent. The lady secretary readthe following repurc andbalance-sheet:
—

Inpresentingthisreport to thehonorarymembersandallwho are in-terested inthe work of theaboveSociety,thePresidenthasmuch plea-sureinreferringto theincreasein thenumberofitsmembers.bothactiveandhonorary. The activemembers have,during the year,numbered19, and the averageattendance atthe weekly meetings has been 10Iregret tosay that of thatnumber one died during ths summer andthat 4 others hate resigned, two having left Dunedin. ■ There are atpresent 261honorary members, andit is verydesirablethatthis num-ber shall bo increased. That God has given His b'essing to thepooreffortß made by themembers in the work of the Society you will allagree,there is notadoubt,and toHim aredue our most fervent thauksfor themany blessings He has vouchsafed us. The principal end forwhich ibe Societyisinexistence is:Ist. Tne honour*and glory of Godand tne salvationof souls, as well as thetemporal interestsof theDoorand to become acquainted with tbe wants of the poor;andin ordertorelieve th.se wants itis necessaryto visitthemin their houses andif the visitor goes with thatkinlly feelinj;andsympathy whicho'uehttoaccompanyher on such an errand she will very toon find out themostpuitabie wayof giving relief, andof helping to makethose trialsa little lighter for herpoor neighbours, The visiting, therefore you
will see isa very importaut part of the work tobe done by the activemembers,and a part whichmay bringcomfort to many apoor familyDuriDg the past yearmoie than one thousand of such visits havebeenpaid. The hospital is vibitedregulmly twice a week,and duriae theBummtrfimt aud flowers were taken to the poor tick peopletherewhile during ihe whole ytar newspapers and books have been dis-tributed in the hope by such meaas to make it a little lessmonotonous for the patients there. Itis wonderful how lar a kiudsmile and a cheerful wordg_ to make sick peoplea little happier Imayhere bay that the Presidentdesires to tha-ik allthosekind peoplewhohave sent the Society books and papeis for disttihation " theyare alwa\s amost acceptabledomtion.

Tue Benevolent Institution is al-o visited from time to timeDming the last two mouths the Society has made arrangements for
two of its meraberß to go every Sunday afternoou in order to as ist ingiving instruction to the poor orphanCatholic children in the Indus-tiial School a. Oaversham. This io a work whichis veiy importautaudought tobedear to theheartof every(Jhiiauan, and theScripturestell us that they who instruct many to jaetise shall shine as stars foralleternity. Itisa work moat pleasing io Uod, highly beneficial to
our neighbours, andals> to ourselves, for it willnrawdown blessingsou both. There is also a class held every Sunday for the instructionof workinggirls who, owing to their various employments,havenotso many opportunitiestor instruction as ihsir more fortunate neigh-bours. A number attending this class have been prepared for theSacraments. There have been 5 poor ptniteuta sent to theGood tlhep-
nerdnunsatChnttchurch.aud 10 children to theSt. Mary'sOrphanage
at Nelson, and during the year therehave been 16 baptisms brougut
abtut. wheie, but foxthe interest taken by ihe visitois,many of thesepoorchildren mighthave been deprived of Baptism for a long time.There has also be«n amaniagebiojght about when it was desuablethatitshould be, the S-ciety interesting itself in th;B sad case.The Preside t desires to couvey the th.tnks of herself and themembers of the Society g^iei<tlly to his Lordship the Bishop foihis geuerobity to the Sjde>y, ana also fur hij kind symp.itny /n itswork aho, tm- thanks of the members are due to Fathers VerekurDonnelly ami Purtoa, tor their kiudnts* and gocd advice ou allocc.sioi.s whenapplied to,and their readiness Mwajs to co-operate
inthe woik of the Soviet/. We also, whiie tha^kin^ Fatner Lynchfor his unitorrn kindnesd audsympathy in many difficulties tobe metwith,within the course of a year in the work undertaken by tLemembers, wish to express our sorrow and regret, that owing to illhealth he has gone Uom amongst us. a&dalao to express the hopewhich weall felt thathe may si.oa be restored to perlect healthundstiength,andsoou return tous. We also thank the three firms whichhavegivendonationsoi coal,— theBiuouerCoal Company,K.iitancataCompany, aud Messrs. Mauui and Watsjn.

°
During tue summer a sale of work was held by which the fundsof the Society were beue.fi tted to the extent ofabout £40, whichhasbeen a great help in providing comforts for the poor Wegratefully acknowledge the parcels of left off clothing which

A West Virginia editor who made a tour of Maine, topersonally
investigate the woikingof the prohibition law, sayithat liquor is
openly fold at hotelbars audinmany saloons.

Pope Leo has assented to the protection of Catholics by the
French inSyria, Palestine,and in other countries of the Levant,inexchange for French concessions in regard to internal religious
policy inFrance.

Friday, July27, 1888. NEW ZEALAND TABLET
the difference betweenthe headlong assault of a viciousenemy andthe words of tenderesfc council of fathers whoseheartsoverflow with
SSmrt

7> BißhoP O'Dwyer'shaste to fulminate his threats throughtheOrangenewspapers amidst their volleys of K*-atish fire, standsrebuked by the calm ond sorrowful act of obedienceof the IrisbEpiscopacy "to the commands of the Holy See"; while the fact
remains more incontestable than ever that the Decree of the Holy
Office wan foundeduponreasons which the Irish Bishops cannot de-fend,and isbeing turned to the politicaland social prejudice of ournationni amamer for which the Bishops cannot affect tohave anyfeelingbut oneof consternation and loathing. The Bishops'reaolu-tions Impose thenecessity of scrupulous reverence in the conduct ofthe agitation, butsupply irrefragable evidence in justification of it.Ihefact that nether the Plan of Campaignnor boycottingelicits thecensureof the Bishops, apart from their dutiful accept iuce of theDecree, is m itself too significant to need comment. The Bishopsnave performed a hard and painful duty iv a manner whichstrengthens their holdupon the Irish Catholicheart; it remains forunsuackled IrishCatholic millions now to complete the impressionalready satisfactorily establishing itself in Rome th.it the unluckyDecree of the Holy Office was founded on lamentablemisapprehen-
sion about Ireland, andhas wounded to the quick every Catholic in-stinct, evenmore thauevery National instinctof our race.

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL.

havebeenseat to us daringthe year. These parcels arealways mostacceptable. c . w
'la some casesneedlework has been given to person!desirousof helping themselVes;therefore, it was thought wise toencouragethis by gmn°r them work to do,and paying them at the ordinary

price for work.
The following appointments hare been mulefor *he ensuingarAT r̂esi^ent' Mrs Fergas<3°n; Vice-President and Secretary,MissTobm;Treasurer,Mrs.Haydon;Wardrobekeepers,Mrs,Barnesand Mrs.Frazer; Buyers. Miss McKay and Mrs. Frazer;Instructorfor IndustrialSchool,Miss Horan. withassistant.Listof articles given by Society of St.Vincent de Paulduring

the year ending July, 1888 :— 54 dresses, new;53 do, sacoad;65chemises,new;19 do,second ;69 petticoits,flannel,new;1do,do,second j 10 do, coloured, new; 24 do, do, second ; 19,shirts, new;"
71do, eecond; 32 pairsb-jots,new; 22 do,second; 24 pairsstock,
tugs,new;46 pairssocks, second;14 bjnnatsand hats;20 jackets;13 pairs blankets; 55 pinafores,new; 6 do, second ;4 ulsters, se-cond; 2 shawls, do;10 collars, do; 27 pairs trousers;26 suits ofclothes, seco id; 21coats,do ; 10 vests, do; 39 pairsdrawers,do fIintantbag* lent;1brownhabit;11 nightgowns;2 jacket*,n-iw ;61orders for coal ;152 for groceries, ss; 47 -lo do,2i61; Idoforbagoi flour;Ido do oatmeil; £7 12s 6d given anI advanced bySociety; Visits, 1,000; number relieved,329. Nourishment (sirenmcasej of sickae.-s) -toups, jellies, wine, egg*, oysters. The activemembers number 19; 16 were baptised duriug the year. Instraction9 aregiven once a week to working girls. Five were sant toMount Magdala,|and 10 to Nelson School. The Hospital is visitedtwice a week, theBenevolent Institution frequently, aad the Indus-trial SchooloQce a week.«,o^ c cxPBnditure was:— Groceries, £67 13a 64; draperiei,
£18 19s 6d;coals, £18 9a; boots, £11 17s 10s, blankets, &7 lOi:passage money, £8 17s;sundries,£4 12s;boardand lodging, £3 19*;bed and bedding, £1 12a;burying the dead, £2 7s 6d;cleaningroom, £2 6s ;rent, £1 2s6d;cab-fare,19t6d;milk,15s 8d;booki,12s 6d;paid for needlework, 14s 7d; telegrams, 5s 6d;certificate,
£1 2g. Moneys collected, £155 Is 6d;expenditure, £163 14i:balance, £1 7s 6d.

TheBishop said that this reportneeded nowoxdsof his torecom-mend it to themeeting. Itspoke for itself,andaneloquentspeech
it waawhichitcontained. The statisticsitcontained,strikingaa theywere, could conveyonly a very inadequate idea of the amount oflabour gone throughby the activemembers, and thegreatandloving
patience of these members to those who hadnever soared insuchlabours. Therewas certainly a great reward,instore for them here-after. He hoped that the Society would continue toflourish, andthat thenumber of active members would be greatlyaugmented. Heavailedhimself of this opportunity to say that ht had endeavouredto induce the Government to give Catholics for a reformatory thesameallowance theygive to the industrial schoolsalready established
inorder that they might be able torearup Catholicchil irenproperlyas Catholics. They wouldnotimposeany additional expenseon tha
country,as the Catholics werepreparedtoprovide building and thenecessarystaff. But theGovernmentwouldnot consent. He could
notunderstandthis, exceptby supposiug that they feared a bigoted°" tcr7 in Otago. He believtd this was ihe rtal reason. But be
thought theGovernmentlabouredunderamisapprehension. His ownopinion wasthat thepublic of Otago would rather rejoice in teeing
neglected Catholicchiloienproperly brought upand well-trained,soas tobecome good auduseful citizens.
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