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As regarde church sccommodati m also we are very badiy off
The Barbadoes street chutch 18 mach too small for present require-
mects busides being i nated in a very out-of the-way place. When
it wasbuilt the old proversin regard to placing the chureh in the middle
of the paiish was completely ignored.  The city islaid outasa sqanre,
and insteal of the church being 11 a central or prominent position it
is in one corner, at the junction of the East and Wost Belts, Tnuis
is obviously a most inconvenment posttion. The old building would
do very well as a secondary church. or for a schocl, bat it is aliogether
unworthy of peing the Cathedral chureh in a large prish like Chrigt-
church. A new church is an absolate orcessity, and it is to be hoped
that when a new one is built that it will not be erected upon the od
obaguﬁe site.  Unc such mistake i3 quite enough in the history of a
parish,

1 mentioned in my last letter that we rarely have lectures, or
entertatnments of a eimilar intellectual kind, of an Izish or Cathohe
character in Christchurch. I believe there is to be a change in this
respect. I have been told thit Mr. Nolan, whose cloquence and pat-
rivhism I have frequently mentioned, is preparing a lecture upon
‘‘Ireland at the time of the Union and sioce.” Mr, Nolan has promisc.d
to deliver this lecture before the Catholic Literary Society at an early
date. Mir. Nolan's knowledge of Irish matters, and the enthosiasm
which he will bring to bear npon his subject are guarantees that he
will give the Sociely a literary and bistorleal treat,

Mr, Robert Loughnan, the well-known genial and able journalist,
alzo promises to deliver a lecture upon an interesting subject imme-
diately after the close of the Parliamentary session, This is certainly
a start in the right ditection, and gives promise of better thingg in the
fature than we bhave had ia the past.

The Magdalen Asylum was opened on Sunday under the most
auspicions circumstances. The day was gloricusly fine, and before
two o'clock an immense crowd of people thronged the lawn before
the Asylum, at the southern end of which was a long line of vehlcles
of every descripticn. The appesrance of the Lincoln road from town
to the Asylum recalled reminiseences of Cup or Derby Day, Num-
bers of pedestrians lined the footpaths, and 1he centre of the road
was occupied with traps, drags, and horses, shortly after two
o’clock Dr. Grimey. accompanied by Fathers Giaaty, Eickham, Halb-
wachs, and Brehen, arrived at the Asylum, Immediately after a
procession was furmed, consisting of the elerical party, 1hé nunes of
the Good 8bepberd, the penitents, and the people, und the ceremony
of blessing the institotion was proceeded with, Thig being concluded,
the Bishop addressed the assemblage from a platform which was
erected at the back of the building. He took for bis text the com-
mand laid by the Apostle uvpon the wheole human race, that they
ehould love one anotber. His Lovdship preached an earnest, impres-
give, and eioguent sermon upon the beauty of fraternal charity, He
dwelt at length upon tho absolute beroism of the nuns of the Good
Bhepherd, those noble-minded ladies who have abandoned home
and friends in order to devote their lives to the reclamation
of the most degraded of their sex. Nowkere, he held, outside the
Catholic Cburch, were such splendid examples of obedience to the
apostolic commard to be found, as these which were afforded by the
lives and labours of tbe Nuns of the Good Shepoerd, Dr. Grimes
warmly enlogised Father Gipaty for having estabiished such an in-
gtitution, and concluded Ly urging upen all those present to give
practical evidence of their sywpathy, with the work tuat was cairied
on within the walls, henceforward the sacred walls, of Mount Magdala
Magdalen Asylum,

Father Ginaty, whose appesrance was the 3ignal for considerable
applause, made a neat and witty speech, He thaoked the contractors
and any one who had 1n any way assisted him in his great work.
He was especially cenlogistic in regard to the Press of the Colony.
In every part of New Zealand, he stated, in which ne hay travelled,
the Press bad given him most valuable assistance. He Lad recerved,
in fact, from every vae the mo-t curdial appreval of the work in
which he was engaged. The large chegues of the wealthy and the
bumbler dnnations of the poor wure always given to the Mount
Muogdala Asglum, accompanied by the most hearty expression of
good-will and earnest preyers for success to the institution,  Iather
Ginaty intersperred his address with 2 great many humocrons asides
and bints to get out their purses.  He succeedud in putting the crowd
1D a good temper and the collectors wenl among them with very
happy results,

After Bencdiction in the Convent ehapel the doors of the asylum
were thrown open to the people, who at ouce, took advantage of the
privilege afforded them, and proceeded to inspect the building.  Ex-
pressions of salisfaction were beard upon all sides at the internal
arrapgementa of tbe institution. Ag I have betore deseribed the
asylum in the TABL T it 18 unnecessary to do 50 now,

Towards five o'cleck the majonity of the people tonk their
departure for town, and no doubt left Mount Magdala very much
amazed at the chapge which had been wrought 1n the poor despised
outeasts in converting them irom a lifeof crime and degradation to
one of peace and respectability.

The appearance of the penileats on Sunday, as they passed
round jin the procession, elad in decent garments, and singing the
Litany of the Blersed Virgir was such u3 must bhava pone far o
convince the ulilitarans, that the relormation of the maost bardened
Jbuman being is not an 1mpossibility.

In the evening after Vespers, Father Cummings preached a sermon
-appropriatz to the occasion, upen the parable of the Good Bhepherd

peeking the sheep which had strayed from Qs fold. He drew s
powertul  picture "of the young girl Ld away irom her
early bome, and betrayed by the falsencss and ciuelty of
man whom God had created to be her guwde aad  her

protector. He depicted the agony of the poor, lost, sinful girl, as with
all her earthly hopes blighted she stood in the world alone. Sne eouli
not go back to the old home of her 1mmocent girlhood, the gulf ol mn
yearned widely between her and it, She dared not attompt Lo c1oss
that gulf, Sbe knew if she did that she would on'y do so to Le
scorned and rejected, and thrust forth again upon the world by the
friends who oncae Toved her, but with whom she could never more
claim kindred. What remained for her then? HBer only resource

was tu gink deeper and dzeper into ein, or to end her life in the dark,
de p, silent river.  8ne was abandoned by ali. No, not by all. One
friend remained to her. The loving ahepherd sought her, and called
ber now in order to gather her once more into the fold. It was io
save auch poor sinners, and to give a chance of leading a better lifa,
to raive them from sin, and despair, and moral death, be sa1d, that the
insbttutivn which had been opened that day existed. He niged
upon every man present who wished to help to repair the
wrong inflicted by the atromger portion of the human race
upon the weaker, to assmst the work carried on at Mount
Magdala, Every woman who grieved aver the fall of
members of her aex shounld also aid in this work. Some people might
sy that such an instilution was prematare. It was not premature.
Bupeath the golden crust of scciety there was corruption which
threatened to decimate the human race, Heinstanced the immorahty
in cities like Sydney, and stated that he was shocked to find ina young
colony hke this such 4 state of affsirs as that indicated by a petition
presented to Parliameny a short time ago for the prevention of juvenile
crime,

At the conclusion of the s2rmon a collection was made in aid
of the funds.  Altogether the subseriptions for the day amounted to
thre# hundred pounds in cash, and a cousiderable sum in promises.
1:1&' lO‘Mally, of Darfield, generously gave fifty pounds towards the

sylum,

The Bishop, after Benediction, in a few well-chosen, earnest
words, expressed his heartfelt thanks to the congregation for having

80 nobly seconded the efforis of Father Ginaly in forwarding this
great work.

THE BISHOPS' DECLARATION,

— e
( United Irelamd, June 2.)

‘WE publish with heartfelt satisfaction the resolutions which the
Irish Bishops have promulgated st the command of tha Holy Office,
They need only be read side by side with Bishop O'Dwyer’s mensciag
and arrogant letter to see what s chasm divides him from the great
budy of the Irish Prelates. In the one manifesto there breathes
thronghout the spirit of aggressive hostility ; in the other, an air of
the wmliest friendly monition is assumed candidly in obedience lo

wpiritual disciplive, The Irish peopls have the keenest appreciation
of the dificulties by which their Bishops are encompased in his
nnbappy matter. 1t would be capt to affect not to know that the
action of the Holy Office is an affrout to their deepest and most
earnest convictiuua me to what is best for the moral as weil as material
interests of thewr people,  On the other hand, disobadience to explicit
iostructious from the Holy Office would be an act ot revolt from their
disciplinary ecclesiastical duty. The pressure from the Vatican, of
which every day's Roman telegrams in the anti.Irish papers in
London gave us exultant notice, has been yislded to at jast in a form
from which the most virulent of our enemiss will derive lLittle congo-
lation. Tha Bishops have spoken with heavy hearts words which do
not exceed by a single syllable the requirements which rigorous
orders imposed. Thewr declaration setiefies their sacred duty ; it
does not alter onry by a hair's hreadth, So far from deriving dis-
couragement from the Bisbops® resolutions, it is impossible to peruse
them witbout sgeing that tneir transparent moral is 1hat, with the very
beat intentions, the recent iaterferenceof the Holy Office wa# most sadiy
misplaced and ill-grounded, and that, whalever excessea of innguage
individuais may have fallen into in resenting 1t, the resclations of the
Catholic members and the tremendous outburst of lay Catholic feeling
throughuut the Irish world which has followed them demand no word
of reprobation from those who would naturally be the most sensitive
guardians of Iri-h Catholieity. * In obediencs to the commands of
the Holy Bee '—the phrase with which the first resolution opess—is

the kcynote of vhe whole, That the Decree of the Holy Office was
“intended ” to affect the domaip of morals alone is & proposition to
which the resolutions of the Catholic members gave hearty assent,
It waa the purpose with which it was sovght by English intrigaers,
and © the uses to which it was being put by unscrupnlons enemies or
the Hely Bec and the Trish people™ that the Mansion House resein-

tons branded us political ; and against the assertion that the Decree
was 86 sought, and is being so used, the Bishops do not offer a word
of remoestrance. The second resolution simply recites our Holy
Father's * direct nasurances” as to his *intention,” “ hope,” and
“ purposs” in condemning the Plao of Campaign and boycotiing—
an intestion and a purpose whose Jena fides no responsible Catholic
politician ever dreamed of impugning, How far the effect corres-
ponds with the intention may be inferred from the Bishops' eloguent
silence ad to the contents of the Decres or as to its enforcement.
The eame desire to safeguard the Holy Father’s august persen from
the taint of dusrespectful politieal sirife is the burden of the third
resalution, aud the desire is not wore earvestly expressed than it was
expressed by every prominent sreaker at last Sunday’s moostar
meetings.  Finally, the resoluticus 1eminding all who may be called
apon to deal with this most painful snd delicxte subject of onr Holy
Father’s innlicnable and divioe peropative to speak with aatbority
ou all questions appertainivg {o faith and morsls only cmbodies a
prioeiple which the Mansien Honse resolutions expressly recognised
ag the base of atl Catholic doctrine; while no word of rebuke is
uttered of that othker principls whieh the Catholic members and the
Catholic leity are contending for with a passionate earnestness that
has shaken the country to its core—the principle, namely, that * the
Irish people cannot rec. gniseany right in the Holy See tointerfere with
the Trish people in the management of their political affairs.,” From
beginning to curd of the Bishops' declaration there is not & senteoce
to which the mwost fiery Nationalist cannot yield a yrateful and
affeclionate assent ; while nobody will welcome more heart:ly than
those respousible for the National Protest which 1s 1n progress the
Bishops’ weighty admonition as to the reverenee for bigh and boly
things which should influence our every word in a sitnation in whici
every feeling i= only tco apt to find ill-judged expression. The differ-
ence between Bisbop O'Dwyer's letter and the Bishope™ resclations is



