
THE BISHOPS' DECLARATION.
(United Ireland,June 2.)

We publish with heartfelt satisfaction the resolutions which theIrishBiihops have promulgatedat the command of the HolyOffice.They need only be read sideby side withBishop O'Dwyer'smenacing
andarrogant letter to see what a chasm divides him fromthe greatbody of the Irish Prelates. In the on« manifesto there breathesthroughout the spiritof aggressive hostility ;in the other, anair of
the mildest friendly monition ia assumed candidly in obedience tospiritual discipline. The Irish peoplehave the keenest appreciation
of the difficulties by which their Bishops are encompased in this
unhappy matter. It would be cant to affectnot toknow that the
action of the Holy Office is an affrontto their deepest and most
earnest convictions as to whatis beat for themoral as wellas materialinterests of their people. On the other hand, disobedience toexplicitinstructions from ihe Holy Office would be an act of revolt from their
disciplinary ecclesiastical duty. The pressure from the Vatican, of
which every day's Roman tolegranas in the anti-Irish papers in
Londongaveus exultant notice, has been yielded toat last in.a form
from which themost virulentof our enemies will derivelittle conso-
lation. The Bishopshave spoken with heavy hearts words which do
not exceed by a single syllable the requirements which rigorous
orders imposed. Their declaration sitiefies their sacred duty ;it
does mt alter ours by a hair's breadth. So far from deriving dis-
couragement from theBishops'resolutions, itis impossible toperuse
them withoutseeing thattneir transparentmoralis (hat, with the very
best intentions, therecent interferenceof theHolyOffice waimostsadly
misplaced and ill-grounded, and that, whatever excesses of language
individuals may have falleninto in resenting it,the resolutions of theCatholic members and the tremendousoutburst oflay Catholic feeling
throughout the Irish world which has followed them demandno word
of reprobation from those who would naturally be the most sensitive
guardians of Iri-h Catholicity. "In obedienca to the commands of
the Holy See '—the phrasewith which the first resolution opens

—
is

the keynote of 'he whole. That the Decree of the Holy Office was
"intended

"
to affect the domain of morals alone is a proposition to

which the resolutions of the Catholic members gave hearty assent.It was the purpose with which it wag sought by English intriguers,
and " the uses to whichit was being put by unscrupulousenemies ot
iheHoly See and the Tnsh people" that the Mansion House resolu-
tions branded as political;ana against the assertion that theDecree
was so sought,and is being so used, the Bishops do not offera word
oE remonstrance. The second resolution simply recites our HolyFather's "direct assurances" as to his "intention," "hope," and" purpose"in condemning the Plan of Campaign and boycotting—
au intention and apurpose whose bona jidrs no responsible Catholic
politicianever dreamed of impugning, How far the effect coires-
pouds with the intention may be inferred from theBißhops' eloquent,
silence as to the contents of the Decree or as to its enforcement.
The earae desire tosafeguard the Holy Father's august person from
the taint of disrespectful political strife is the burden of the thirdresolution,and the desire is not moreearnestly expressed than it was
expressed by every prominent speaker at last Sunday's monster
meetings. Finally, the resolutions leminding all who may be called
apon to deal with this most painfulanddelicate subject ot our Holy
Father's inalienable and divine perogative to speak with authority
on all questions appertaining to faith and morals only embodies a
principle which the Mansion House resolutions expressly recognised
as the base of all Catholic doctrine ;while no word ot rebukeia
uttered of that other principle which the Catholic members and the
Catholic laity arecontending for with a passionate earnestness that
has shaken the country to its core— theprinciple, namely, that

"
the

Irishpeoplecannotrec gniseany right in theHoly Seetointerferewith
iha lush peoplein the managementof their political affairi." From
beginning toend of the Bishops' declaration there is not a sentence
to which tho most fiery Nationalist cannot yield a yrateful and
affectionate assent ;while nobody will welcome more heartily than
those responsible for the National Protest which is in progress the
Bishops' weighty admonition as to tha reverence for high and holy
thingi which should influenceour every wordina situation in which
eveiy feeling is only tooapt to find ill-judged expression.The differ-
encebetween Bishop O'Dwyer's letter and the Bishops'resolutions ia

As regards church accommodati m also we are very badly offThe Barbaduesstreet chuich is inich too small for present require-ments besides being si uated in a very out-of tbe-way place. Whenitwasbuilt the oldproverbin regaid toplacing thechurch in themiddleof thepaiish wascompletely ignored. The city islaid outas a square,and instead of the church being ina central or prominent position itis in onecoiner,at the junction of the East and West Belts. Ttmiiobviously a most inconvenient position. The old building woulddo very well as a secondary church, or for a school, but it isaltogetherunworthy of being the Cathedral church ina large pirish like Ohrist-church. A new church is an absolute necessity,&uditis to be hopedthat whena new one is built that it will not be erectedupon the otdobscure site. One such mistake U quite enough in thehistory of aparish. J

Imentioned in my last letter that we rarely have lectures,orentertainments of agimilarintellectual kind, of au Irishor Catholiccharacterin Chris'church. Ibelieve tnere is to be a change in this
respect. Ihavebeen told that Mr.Nolan, whose eloquence andpat-riotism Ihave frequently mentioned, in preparing a lecture uponIreland at the time of the Uuion aadsince." xYIr. Nolanhas promisedto deliver this lecture before the Catholic Literary Society atan earlydate. Mr. Nolan's knowledge of Irish matters,and the enthusiasm
whichhe willbring to bear upon his subject areguarantees that hewill give the Society a literary andbistoncal treat.Mr. RobertLoughnan, the well-knowngenial andable journalist,also promises to deliver a lecture upon an interesting subject imme-diately after the close of the Parliamentary session. This is certainlya start in the rightdirection, andgivespromise of better thiuga in thefuture than wehavehad in thepast.

The Magdalen Asylum was opened on Sunday under the mostauspicious circumstances. The day was gloriously fine, and before
two o'clock an immense crowd of people thronged the lawn beforeths Asylum,at the southern endof which was a long line of vehiclesofeverydescription. The appearance of the Lincoln road from townto the Asylum recalled reminiscencedof Cup or Derby Day. Num-bers of pedestrians lined the footpaths,and thecentre of the roadwas occupied with traps, drags, and horses. Shortly after twoo'clock Dr. Grimes, accompaniedby FathersGinaty.Kickham, Haib-wachs, and Brehen, arrived at the Asylum. Immediately after aprocession was formed, consisting of the clerical party, the nunsofthe Good Shepherd, the penitents, and the people,and the ceremony
of blessing the institution wasproceeded with. This beirjg concluded,
the Bishop addressed the assemblage from a platform which was
erected at the back of the building. He took for his text the com-
mand laid by the Apostle upon the whole human race, that they
should love one another. His Lordshippreached an earnest,impres-Bive,and eloquent sermon upon the beauty of fraternal charity. He
dwelt at length upon the absolute heroism of the nuns of the Good
Shepherd, those noble-minded ladies who have abandoned homeand friends in order to devote their lives to the reclamation
of themost degraded of their sex. Nowhere, he held, outside the
Catholic Cburcb, were such splendid examples of obedience to the
apostoliccommand to be found, a3 these which were afforded by thelives and labours of the Nuns ot the Good Shepuerd. Dr. Grimes
warmly eulogised Father Ginaty for having established such an in-stitution, and concluded by urging upon all those present to givepracticalevidence of their sympathy, with the work tiiat wascarried
on within the walls,henceforward the sacred walls,of MountMagdala
Magdalen Asylum.

Father Ginaty, whose appearance was tbe3ignal for considerable
applause,made a neat and witty speech. He thanked the contractors
and any one who had in any wayassisted him in his great woik.
He was especially eulogistic in regaid to the Press of the Colony.
Inevery part of New Zealand, he stated, in which nehad travelled,
the Press had given him most valuable assistance. He had received,
in fact, from every one the ruo-t cordial approval of the work in
which he was engaged. The large cheques of the wealthy and the
humbler donations of the poor were always given to the Mount
Mugdala Asylum, accompauied by the most hearty expiesfeiou of
good-willand earnest prayers for success to the institution. Father
Ginaty interspers-ed his address witha great many humorous asidts
and bints to get out their purses. He succeeded inputting the crowd
id a good temper and the collectors weat among the:n with very
happy results.

After Benediction in the Conventchapel the doors of the asylum
■werethrown open to the people, who at once, took advantageof the
privilege afforded them, and proceeded to inspect the building. Ex-
pressions of satisfaction wtre beard upon all sides at the internal
arrangements of the institution. As Ihave betore described the
asylum in the Tabl1 t it is unnecessary to do sonow.

Towards five o'clock the majority of the people took their
departure for town, and no doubt left Mount Magdala very much
amazed at the change which hid been wrought in the poor despised
outcasts in converting them trom a lifeof crime and degradation to
oneef peace and respectability.

The appearance of the penitents on Sunday, as they passed
round in the procession, clad in decent garments,audhinging the
Litany of the Blessed Virgin wa9 such as must have fjone far to
convince the utilitarians, that the ruiormatiou ot the most hardened
jbuman being is not an impossibility,

In the evening after Vespers,Father Cummings preachedaBermon
.appropriateto the occasion, upon the parableof the Good Shepheid
seeking the cheep which had strayed from His fold. Ho drew a
.powerful picture 'of the young girl kd away irom her
early home, and betrajed by the falseness and ciuelty of
man whom God had created to bo her guide aad her
iprotector. Hedepicted the apony of the poor, let, sinfulgirl,as with
allher earthly hopesblighted she'stood in the worldalone. Sue coul 1
not go back to the old home of her innocent girlhood, the gulf ot sin
yearned widely.between her and it. She dared not atUmpt to cioss
that gulf. She knew if Bbc did that bhe would only do so to be
scorned and rejected, and thrust forth againupon the world by the
friends who once lovedher, but with whom she could never more

■claim kindred. What remained for her then? Her only resource
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was tosink,deeper ami deeper Into sin, or tocud her life in the dark,
de p,silent river. She was abandoned by all. No,not by all. One
friendremained to her. The loving shepherd sought her, and called
her now in order to gather her oncemore into the fold. It was to
save such poor sinners, and togive a chance of leading a better life,
to rai-e them fromsin, anddespair, and moral death, be said, that theinstitution which had been opened th.tt day existed. He uigedupon every man present who wished to help to repair thewrong inflicted by the stronger portion of the human raceupon the weaker, to assist the work carried on at Mount
Magdala. Every woman who grievsd over the fall of
members of hersex should also aid in this work. Somepeoplemight
say that such an institution waspremature. It was not premature.Beneath the golden crust of society there was corruption which
threatened todecimate thehuman race. He instanced theimmorality
in cities like Sydney, andstated thathe was shocked tofindina yonDg
colony like this such a stateof affairs as that indicated by apetition
preseuted toParliament a shorttime ago for thepreventionof juvenile
crime.

At the conclusion of the ssrmcMi a collection was made in aid
of the funds. Altogether the subscriptions for the day amounted tothref hundred pounds in cash, anda considerable sum in promises.
Mr. O'Mally,of Darfield, generously gave fifty pounds towards the
Asylum.

The Bishop, after Benediction, in a few well-chosen, earnestwords,expressed his heartfelt thanks to the congregation for havingsc nobly seconded the efforts of Father Ginaiy ia forwarding this
great work.
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