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Parstan Hotes.

BouLA¥ersME is & profound mystery.  Nobody helisves in the
General ; everyone ridicules him—that is evervore of thosz who do
not, for special interests, opp se Lim, He bas, mJdced, a motley
Tollowing —Clericals, Radicals, Republicans, Lovalists, Ronapartists,
There is no party, no shadow of n party, in France which does not
yield supporters to him, unless it be that by wiuch the Repuablic as
it exists at present is upheld, Bat the Republic as it at pres nt
exista grows weaker every day. I this, in short, the popuiarity of
Genersl Boulanger may consist that all those who are opposed to the
existing Republic see 1 him a centre whenc - s)me movemenc favour-
able 10 {heir own particular cavse iy proeeed, It is not, therefore,
that Boulanger is particularly beleved, but that men are luoging £
& change, each in his own particular interests. Ooe thing. however,
ibat is greatly in the (General’s favour is that the army thoroughly
trusts him. He is the hero especially of the private soldier who
looks zpon bim as ki champion and friend, But, under the circum-
stances, which seem unprecedented, it is impossible to predie: as to
what the probabilities or even the possibilities may bz, and we must
look for certainty to time alone,

A question that bids fair cre long to divide the interest of the
day with Boulangisme is that of the Jews, There are indications
shown that the popular mind in France is beginning to be touched
by the feeling that has for some time prevailed towards this people
in Bussia and Germany. An outbreak agaipst the Jews in France,
were it successful wounld involve very important interests for, ss
matters now are, they centrol the fortunes of the country. But if it
he true, as sffirmed in some quarters that they are largely acconntable
for the infidel disposition of 1he pecple, they might find their Nemesis
in being subjected to the ill-triatment of atheistic mavses. They
would learn b ow hard it was to incur the enmity of men completely
freed from the eentrol of Chnstianiry, This, however, 19not to deny
that Christian populations bave treated them barbarously at times.
But there is a difference between those who do ill against their prin-
ciples, and thuge who have no prineiples to outrage.

The Benate has made considerable modifications in the Bil] pro-
vidiog for the three years' military seivice of the Seminarists, It
bas passed an amepdment to the effect that the term shall be
linixited to twelve months, and the survice rendered in the hospitals
only,

Although the English Government will not take part in the
Exhibition to be held nest yoar in celebraiion of (ke centeonial of
the levolution, active preparations are being made og the purt of
Knglish exhibitors. The Loid Mayor of London has himself paid a
visit to Parie in connection with the matter. The refaral, meanlima,
of the English Government to take part in the celebration, seems
rather incousistent, considering that cvery revolutionary movement
of the century, and origiating in the cvent 1o he commemJrated,
bas had at least itg bearty sy mypatty,

Experiments me now heing tried with a new explosive called
bellite, It is said to combine all the niost ueeful powers of dyaamite
with many others ot superior foree, and to be the ouc thing needed
to give France the victory in every war.  The doubt is as te whe!her
Germany, for example, may no* +ven now he trying experiments
with something sill sironger. But bellife, besides 1ts iremendeus
power, is sail to be exceptiorally safe, as nothing can explode it—
veither heat nor friction—except a fulminating cap.

A tragedy written by Leunise Michel is beine acled at one of the
suburban tbeatres, it is called @ 7+ Coy FHougr." Toe sanguinary
fowl, the crest of the prolétarre, reccives a glowing Mustration during
the couree of the play. Blocd and fire are its chief characteristics,
tke preduction being in every sense worthy of ils antloress aud ber
gaog.

From that terror of the dunghill, Ir req rouge, lo its milder
occupant who yields nobt crimson but pink teatbers, should be an
agreeable if not an easy transition, This marvel among pouliry was
duly celebrated the other night at the Polytechnigue onll, where oze
of the ckref belles of the evening was distinguisbic! by ler plomes
plucked from a rocstor’s tail, thougly whether the oid. while still in
the flesh, wasof the particular eolour is known alone to those inttiated
o1 the mysteries of the fouleffe.  The ball wasa very brithaut affair,
well sustaining the military reputation in the fashicnable world.

A consequence of the tariff difliculties Lelween France and Ttaly
Lzm been the establishment of a sysiem af smaggling ou the fronticr,
The eervice 2 enid to be very well arganized, and it certainly provides
an ample sphere of activity for the Castoms guards,

The great, ungainly, Lideous tower of Eiffel is creating alarm,
It is thoroughly unpopular amony the workinzmen because of the
frequent accidents that happen there, and of the giddiness and 11l
effecte produced in those of their body employed 1n 1ta erection.
The foundations, besider. are sad {o be unsafe, and two or throe
streets are endangered by 1t, Ity fall would make havoe ameng ther
honges. A malevolent intenlion 1o connection with 1t was that it
should dwarf the great buildings of Pans ond make then insignifi-
cent, espeeially the charches,  But then fine proportiens and nobls
srchitecture are brought out muie prominenily by the contrast, The
more of an ugly thing there is, the more objoctionabls does it become,
and this tower is from everywhere an unavordable eye-sere,

Another asgociation between the vivlet and the Bonaparte family
bas been revealed. It seewns the Hmpress Jossphine was wonl ty

preserve and beantify her complexion by bathing her fase daily in a
basin of milk poured hoiling on a quantity of violet blossoma. All
the fine ladies of the fashionable world are said to be engaged in
following the Emprese’s example, and this acconnts for the scarcity
in publie places of those bouquets that used to be so persistently
thrust in the faze of every passvnger. But as to whether the sarface
of the female countenance divine shows, or need show a finer tint or
trxture mnast be left to the judgment of the coono:ssear, The pur-
chase of muilk, meartime, becomes a suspicious matter,

The newest engincering schame is one for construcliog a bridge
across the English channel, An iron or steel bridge so constructed
and supported by piles {8 said to be quite within the range of poasi-
bilities. It is belicved, besides, that the fears of the Eunglish people
who prevented the constructiva of the proposed tunnel wounld nok
extend to the precent propusal.  But it is not casy to see why it should
b= ea-ier to invade the country throush & tunnel than over & bridge.
g‘he onz could certaivly be as readily fluoded as the other counld be eut

own.

The @il Blas ia ridiculed for speaking of London ag * La patrie
#v sehoking ” becanse a certain married lady has eloped with a lover,
It may bave been simple of the &if Blas to stigmatise the matier ag
shocking, but the ridicule incarred by it for daing 0 too plainly shows
the state of society,

One of the dailies in giving to Parisiana the current Joe-Millarism
a8 to the Queen, Gladstone's head, and a Tory damse), translates the
word * charger " by the words eheval de bataille, a war horsa, It
would be pardonable in a Freach journalist of the period to misunder-
stand an archaie Engluh word, but it might ba thought an acquaint.
ance with the story of Herodine’s danghter wonld have saved hun
from the exposure, We have n proof that ignorance of the Christian
traditions must affect every walk n life,

CHRISTCH URC H

———

(From our own Correspondent.)

TwE contest for the Ashley seat promises to be a very unexciting avent,
Mr. John Ollivier, whom most persons regarded as sure to be returged P
has inglorivnsly retired af.er delivering ove address 1o the electers
of Ashley. Various rcasons ats assigned for Mr, Ollivier's somewhat
strange proceeding, but probubly the real one is that he prefers to
hold himself back for a cily electorate. Tt is pretiy generally con-
siderea now that thiistchurch Norch will be open for a serarable in the
courae of 4 coupls of moniks, Upon the withdrawal of Mer, Ollivier,
Mr Alfred Saunders has come to the front. This gentleman, who has
from time to time been rejecled by half the constituencies of Canter-
bury, ia renowned for his bigotry, for his lack of ability, and for his
consuming and unavail:ng desire to add M.H.HK. after his name. Hin
volitical views, shortly summed up, consist mainly in a fine otd true
blue haired to Catholics and a firm determinaticn to give effect to
these views snonld he cver get the opportunity, That cbance I do
nut think be will get by being elected for Ashley, His candidatore
iy likely to resultin adding one more Lo his already lang list of well
deserved defeats.  Mr. Maimaduke Dixon, who does not ap .ear to
possegs any parbicnlar claim to the eynfidence of the Astley people
beyond that of being o local man wiil probably be the future member.
It must be confussed that there Is a great deal of apatby displayed by
leading men 10 all parts of th- Colony in regard to political matters,
In recent yeats clections ouly bring out a very interior lot of men.
loliteal Life appeals Lo have enlirely lost 1ts attraction for the best
clasy of colonisis. Hence it is, 1 suppose, that we are se poorly
represented. 1t 1 abwais an open gquestion whether it would not
ke really more to the intercst ol o new couniry to psy members a
suflicient sum to make it worth the while of able men o devote their
time tu the affairs of the country. Asg it js, the whole management
of the Colony isin the hands ol 4 sumber of political quacks, who
know about as much of politics as a scicace as an Australian black
does of the principles of sociology,

The visit of the Native footballers has been ths event of the
week in athletic cire'ea,  The fine stalwart appearance of the Maoris
and haif-castes hizs been much admired, The Christchurch team
feel considerably bumliated at their defeat on Satwrday, It is said
that the Natives ¢ #¢ their victory to the fact that muscle riumphed
over science. Jedging by the somewhat vlgorous play indulged in
by the Maoiis in Lunsaster Park or Baturday, it must be confessed
that their plny Las not that * repose” which stamps the caste of tho
sclentilie fusiballer, They are undeniably strong, and are deter-
nmincdly benf upon winning.  Southera atbletes will have to prapare
for hard work il they mean lo maintain the supremacy of whitc
versiy black helween the gpoals,

Father Gunary, better thaa any man “i1n all Denmark,” wander-
standas the art of inducing, the public to part with their money, The
" Mikado ™ 18 being actively rehearsed under Lhe tnanagemert of Mr.
Towsey for the benefit of the Magdalsen Asylum, The rehearsals are
eaid to be most suceesstul, The prnincipals are perfect 1 their parts,
the choras is stroag and eflicient, and the dresees are to be on & scale
of great magnificence, Tae perforrnances of the opera are to be given
at the beginning of August when ity to be boped that the efforts of
thuse who are $o generously giving their services for this most desery-
ing of all chartivs will L rewarded with a golden shower upon
Monnt Mapdala,

It has, 1 buheve, bees detintely arranged that the often-post-
poued bazaar in wid of the coavent will really take place nt the
beginning of Nouvember : that 13 immediately tne [uam street hall
becomes available upon the expiraiios of ths Rinking Company's
leage.

When the Nun's bazaar is over it will be necessary to injtiate
some movement for the purpose of giving the Brothers better house
and gchoul accummodation than they have nt present,



