
The contest for the Ashleyseat promises to be a veryunexciti*gevent.Mr.John Ollivier,whommo&t persons regarded assure tobereturned,
lias ingloriously retired af.er delivering one addres* to the electors
of Ashley.« Various reasonsate assigned for Mr.Ollivier's somewhat
strange proceeding,but probably the reil one is that ho prefers tohold himself back for a city electorate. It is pretty generally can-
siderei now that LhiistchurchNorth willbe open for ascramble in thecourse of % couple of months. Upon the withdrawal of Mr. Ollivier,Mr Alfred launders has come to the front. This gentleman, whohas
from time to time been rejected by half the constituenciesof Canter-
bury, is renowned for his bigotry, for his lack of ability, and for his
consuming andunavailing desire toadd M.H.R. after his name. His
colttical views,shoitly summed up, consist mainly in a fine old trueblue hatred to Catholics and a firm determinaticn to give effect to
these views snouldhe ever get the"opportunity. Tbat chance Ido
nut think be will get by being elected for A3h!ey. His candidature

Iis likely to iesultm adding one more to his already long list of well
deserved defeats. Mr.Maimadukc Dixoii. who does not ap .ear to
possess any paiticular claim to the confidence of the Ashley people
beyond thatuf b?inga local m-.ii willprobably be the future member.Itmu^t be confessed that there i* a great deal of apathy displayed by
leading men inall parts of th~ Colony in regard topolitical matters.In recent yeaia elections only bring out a very inierior lot of men.
Political life appeals tohave entirely lost its attraction for thebest
class of colonists. Hence it is, Isuppose, that we are so poorly
represented. It is alwajs an open question whether it would notbe really more to the interest ot a new country to pay members a
sufiicient sum to make it worth the while of able men to devote their
time to the affairs ot the country. As itis, the whole management
of the Colony is in the hands ot ,1uuinbcr of politicalquacks, who
knowabout as much of politics as a science as anAustralian black
does of theprinciples of sociology.

The visit of the Native footballers has been the event of the
weekinathletic cire'ei. The fine stalwart appearance of the Maoris
and half-castes has been much admired, The Christchurch team
feel considerably humiliated at their defeat on Saturday. Itis said
that the Nativesom their victory to the f.ict that muscle triumphed
over science. Judging by the somewhat vigorous play indulged in
by the Maoiism Lancaster Park on Saturday, it must be confessed
that their play has not, that "' repose" which stamps the casteof the
hcicntiJic fonballpr. They aro undeniably stroag, aod arc deter-
minedlybentupon winning. Southern athletes will have to prepare
for hard work 1L they nv-au to maintain the supremacy of white
crrwt black between the goals.

Father Ginaty,bettei than aayman "mail Denmark," under-
stands the art of inducing, thepublic to part with their money. The"

Mikado
"

isbeing actively rehearsed under themanagemert of Mr.
Towsey for thebenefit of the Magdalen Asylum. The rehearsals are
taid to be most successful. The principalsare perfect intheir parts,
the chorus ia stroag a-id efficient, and the dresses are tobe on a scale
of great magnificence. Tne performances of theopera are tobegiven
at thebeginning of August when it is to buhoped that the efforts of
ihuse who areso generously giving their services for this most deserv-
ing of all char.ti"^ will bu i'c:wa.:ded with a guidon shower upon
Mount Magdala.

It has, 1buheve, bce:j detimtcly arranyjd that the often-post-
ponedbazaar ia aid of the convent will really take place at the
beginning of November: that is immediately tne fuana street hall
becomes available upon the expiraiioj of ihe Sinking Company's
lease.

When theNun's bazaar is over it will be necessary to initiate
somemovement for the purpose of giving the Brothers better house
andschool accommodation than they have at present,
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Parisian Notes. preserve andbeautify her complexionby bathing her face daily in abasin of milk pouredboiling on a quantity of violetblossoms. Allthe fine ladies of the fashionable world are said tobe engaged infollowing the Empress's example, and this accounts for the scarcityin public placesof those bouquets that used to be io persistentlythrust in theface of every passenger. But as to whether the sarfaceof the female countenance divine shows, orneed show a finer tint ortexture mast be left to the judgment of th-j conco'.ssaar. Thepur-
chase ofmilk, meantime, becomes asuspicious matter.

The newest engineering scheme is one for constructing a bridgeacross the English channel. An iron or steel bridge so constructedand supportedby piles is said to be quite within the rangeof possi-bilities. Itis bHieve-1, beside?, that the fears of the English peoplewho prevented the construction of the proposed tuanel would notextend to the present proposal. But it is not easy to see why itshould
b<: easier to invade the country through a tunnel than over a bridge.The onacould certainly be as readily flooded as the other could be cutdown.

BOTJLA.NGTBME is a profound mystery. Nnbody beli-vrs in the
General ;everyone ridicules him— that is everyone of those who donot, for special interests, opp Fe him. He hag. inJeed, a motley
following— Clericals,Radicals, Republicans, Loyalists, Bonapartists.
There is no party, no shadow of a party, in Fiance which does notyieldsupporters to him, unless it be thatby which the Republic asitexists at present iiupheld. But the Republic aa it at present
existsprows weaker everjday. In tbi?, in hbort, the popularity ofGeneral Boulanger may consist that all those whoare opposed to theexisting Republic see in him a centre whenc " sjmemovemencfavour-
able to their own particularcause miy proceed. It is not. therefore,
thatBoulangrr is particularly beloved, but that men are lunging f «r« change, each inhis own particular interests. One thing, however,
that is greatly in the General's favour is tbat the army thoroughly
trusts him. He is the hero especially of the private soldier wholooksupon him as bis champion and friend. But, under the circum-stances,which seem unprecedented,itis impossible to predict as towhat theprobabilities or even the possibilities maybe, and we mustlook for certainty to time alone.

The GilBias is ridiculed for speaking of London as"Lapatriedv schoking" because a certainmarried lady has eloped witha lover.Itmay havebeen simple of the GilBias tostigmatise thematter asshocking, but theridicule incurred by itfor doing co tooplainly showstbe stateof society.

One of the dailies ingiving toParisians the current Joe-MMerismas to the Queen, Gladstone's head, and a Tory damsel, translate* theword "
charger"by the words cheval de bataillc, a war horse. Itwould be patdonable in aFrench journalistof theperiod tomisunder-

stand anarchaic Engh'h ward, butit might be thought an acquaint-ance with the story of Herodias's daughter would hare saved himfrom tha exposure. We have a proof that ignorance of the Christiamtraditions must affect every walk inlife.

A question thatbids fair ere long to divide the interest of theday with Boulangisme is that of the Jews. There are indications
shown that the popular mindin France is beginning to be touched
by the feeling thathas for some time prevailedtowards this peoplein Russia and Germany. An outbreak against the Jews inFrance,were it successful would involve very important interests for, as
matters noware,they control the fortunes of the country. But if itbe true, as affirmed insome quaiters that they are largelyaccountablefor the infidel dispositionof thepeople, they might find their Nemesisinbeing subjected to the ill-tnatmentof atheistic masses. Theywouldlearn hayhard it was to incur the enmity of men completelyfreed from the control of Christianity. This, however, isnot to deny
tbat Christian populations have treated them barbarously at times.But there is a difference between those who do ill again9t their prin-ciples, and those whohave no principles to outrage.

The Senate haß made considerable modifications in tha Bill pro-viding for the three years' military seivice of the Seminarists. Ithas passed an amendment to the effect that the term shall belimitedto twelvemonths, and the service rendered in thehospitalsonly.

Although the English Government will not take p<u-t in theExhibition to be held next year in celebraiion of the ceateDnial oftheInvolution, active preparations are being made on the part ofEnglish exhibitors. The Loid Mayor of London has himself paid avisit to Paris in connection w ith thematter. The refupal,meantime,
of the English Government to take part in the celebration, seems
rather inconsistent, considfring that cveiy revolutionary movementof the century,and originating in the event to be commemorated,hashad at least its hearty sympathy.

Experiments aie now bciag trial with a new explosive calledbellite. Itis said tocombine all the mo^t useful powersof dynamitewithmany others ot superior force, and to be tin- one thingneededtogive France the victory in every war. The doubt has to""*betherGermany, for example, m.iy nof ■ von row be trying experiments
with something sill siro:,ger. But lulht,. besides Us tremendouspower, is said tobe exoeptiorally s.tfe, as nothing can explode it—neither heat nor friction—

except a fulminating cap.
A tragedy wntttn by Louise Michel is bemc: acted at one of the

suburban theatres, it is cilled
"

U Cog Rougr" Tne fianguiniryfowl, the creet cf theproletaur, receives a glowing illustration duringthe course ofthe play. Blood and lire arc its chief characteristics,
the productionbeing inevery senso worthy of itg authores? aud hergang.

From that terror of the dunghill, Ie roq rouge, to its milder
occupant who yields not crimson but pink teathers, should be an
agreeable ifnot aneasy transition. This marvel among poultry was
duly celebrated the other night at the Polytcchniqvc bnll, where one
of thechef belles of the evening wao dwfinguishe1 by her plumes
plucked from a rooster's tail, though whether the ond. while still in
the flesh, wasof the particularcolour is knownalone to those initiated
into themysteries of the toilette. The bill w;ua verybrilliant affair,
wellsustaining the military reputation in tin; fashionable world.

A. consequence of the tariff difficulties, between franca and Italyhas been the establishment of a system of smuggling oa the frontier.The service ie said tobe very well organised,anditcertainly providesan amplesphere of activity for the Customs guards._ The great,ungainly, hideous tower of Eiffel ia creating alarm.It is thoroughly unpopular amoDg the workingmen because of the
frequent accidents that happen there, andof the giddiness and illeffects produced in those of their body employed in its erection.The foundations, besidep. arc sa d to be unsnfe, and two or three
streetsare endangeredby it. Its fall wouldmake havoc among their
houses. A malevolent intention in connection with it was that itshould dwarf the gieat buildings of Pans ,md make thr-in insignifi-
cant,especially the chnrchep. Rut- thru fine piopoitions and noble
architecture are brought out moie piomutcntly by'the contrast. Themore of anugly thing there is, themore objectionable does itbecome,
and this tower is from everywherean unavo'dable eye-sore.

Another association between the violet and the Bonapartefamily
has been revealed, It seems the Empress Josspfcuue was wont to
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(From curown Correspondent.)
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