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must needs follow suit. However repuguant er insuficient Mr.
Chamberlain's programme may be, we cannot but tender him our
hearty gratitude for having put the Irigh Tory dovecot into such an
extraordinary flutter,

Coercion hna entered on s new phase. There are Inguisition
Courts, with the worst type of Removanles at their heads, perambu-
lating the country in all direetions dragging unfortunate tenants
from their spring work and clappiog them into gaol it they refuse to
betray their friends' and neighboura’ participatios in some new-
fangled crime created by the Coercion Act, refosing an Emergency-
man drink, or attending e meeting of the League, The very worst
type of Bemovables are especially solected for this work, promoted
policemen for the most part, whore rigotous eross-examination wiil
not be encombered by any knowledge of law. Mr. Hamilton, who
bas 1he biggest salary of the pack depending on his giving sativfac-
tion to hi« employers, and who signatised his zoal and fidelity by
inflicting the savage sentence of six monthg' imprisuvnment on Mr,
Dilion, presides over the thumhserew in Donegal,

The people have for their consolation the knowledge that this is
the last and weakest effort of coercion, It has only to be faced and
ite failurs ig inevitable, The Btar Chamber clanse had its teeth drawn
by the National members in Commities, Its victims are protected
from the sufferings and degradation of ordinary criminals, The
punishment which wi nesses incar is a mere child's play compared to
ordivary imprisonment, In Carrick-on-Shanoon and elgawhere the
courrs collapsed in the face of resolute defiance of the witnaeses. The
duty of those summoned is clear. It jg hardly necessary to repenat it.
They should show their contempt of the proceedings by refaring to
attend until they a1e arrested, They should refuse to lend themselves
to the fufamous proceeding by answering a single gquestion, They
can never tell how their angwerg ray be twist d or contorted into
evidence against their innocent neighbours, If they must give the
shortbaudwriter in attendance something to put on his notes, this
formula may serve—* This Star Chember court is constituted to kalp
the conviction of tunncent people ; I refuse to be a sharer in its infamy."”
After that, mlence absolute and complete,

The Star-Chamber clause is the latest (very likely the last) hope
of Mr, Balfour to cope with the combinations which he assured
Englishmen montbs ago were crushed out of existence. This ia
eminently satisfactory, Itis an offisial confession that every other
weapon in the Cae'le lumbersro,m hag woefally failed, from our
ancient cobwehbed friend the garnishee to the thunderholt of the
Inguigiion, In werds with which the Times 8o often gleefully taonted
the Vatican : “ Epot o muove” The Plan moves on 48 serenely as
the stara in their courses.  All but twelve memiha of the most brutal
and vindictive coercion praciised sinee ‘98 are over and gone, and the
Guvernment are 1o the absurd posirion of beginning at the very
alphubut of their ask—trying by averet | quigition t3 find out some-
thiog of the nuer workings of the Plan of Campaign, of which
hundreds of thousands of peopl- h wve had the fulle cognisance for
elghteen months past, The police are the only persons in the
communi y who are 1gnorant of what the Btar-Chamber inquiries are
intended to elicit ; and they will be in denser ignoracce than ever
when the Star-Chambercraze has run itg cnurge, for the Star-Chamber
inquiries w1il ¢licit nothing more than a new proof of the paralytie
helplessiess of the coercionists and the indomitableness of tie nation
they bave undertaken to tame.

The utter desperation tn which the coersionists are reduced nf
the abaolute failare of their polisy of exaaperition is foreibly exhibited
in the latest move, This is the proclamartion of the City and County
of Dublin under the S'ar-Chamher sections of the Coercion Act,
This outragecus step was announced in the Dudlin Gazette on Tuesdav,
May 29, No ghadow of justification whatever is attempted to be
ebown for this proceeding. The people of Dubliz, however, are not
likely to be behind the peeple of tha provinces in frustraling this
modern substitute for the rack and scavenger's daaghter,

The lust recess of the seasion is now over, and Lhis week the
Parliamentry year, so to speak, s‘arts on the run home, It promisecs
to be an exciting run home which may develop unknown possibilities,
Mr, Gladstone’s speeches at Hawarden on Saturday auvd Monday,
May 26 and 28, faste 1 attention on the frat bold peculiarity of the
sitnation. Thatis (he s ate of affairs arisiog over the licensing clauses
of the English Local Government Bill, Ths 7imes declares it wag
on these clauzes and nol on the Irish question that the Southampton
electirn was deerded, Mr Gladstons takes up this declaration of
the Times, and savs: “ Be it go. Lot the nation now observe how
the Parltamentry majority aie going o apply the lesson of the South-
bampton eicction.” ~ The Gavernment are pledred Lip-deep to these
comjensation clauses, to the principle of creatine an estate in &
publican’s Jicense, which at present is only a privilege existine from
year to year. 8o are certain of the Liberal-Unionists, But the
majority of the House of (lommany, inclndiog aimost all the Liheral-
Unionists, are ag dead agarnst the principie as the e'ectors of Soutl.
ampton, and would vote against it on the division, but becauso of
wWhat 7 Bicause ' Ireland staps the way.” Because an unaatural
Parliamentary alliane- 1 sworn to do nothing wtich would place a
Home Rule administration in nower, the majonity of the House of
Commc s are forced on English queations of the deepest gravity to
vote agrinst the dictates of their gwn conscience. In order to with-
hold from the Liish people their just rights, the vital interests of the
Enghsh people are to be whist!id down the wind on every critical
oceasion. Thus, as Mr. Gladstone points out, although aa English
question may be the immudiate jssuw, Ireland, and always Ireland, is
the key of the situstion. Thie is the lesson which is being driven
home into the minds of the Britich people, and which will result in
tome curious manifcstziions even in the Hounse of Commons before
the next two months are gyer,

Bergeant William Jadas O Connor, of Callan, hags touched the
lowest depths of cowardly treacherv, He deservesa niche in public
detestation beside the informer Talbnt, who desecrated the Mast
Holy Saciament in the inter sts of the Cas'le. Talbot con!d at least
plead that e wag o Protestant. Serviant ('Connor has no such excuse,
Hbs believes in the religion he desecrates ; he kneels at the feet of the

priest he has st himself to betray. Bven the Honse of God was not
sacred from this contemptible spy: At the altar ke worshipped the
Castle rather than his Creator. He brought his note-book with bim
to Maes ingtead of his prayer-book, and he strove to tortars from the
sermon of the officiating priest some words that m’ ght beused against
him in & Coercion Court, When Father Cahill waa pot in the dock
Bergeant Judae 0'Connar, note-book in hand, stepped , jauntilylinto
the witngas-box, A brief cross-examination from Mr, Redmend laid
bare his perjuriea to the court., It wasg proved conclusively ¢hat the
eonspiracy was in the police-barrack, and that the sergeant had, with
bis fellow- witnesees. ¢oncocted and compassded a lying travesty of the
sormon. Even the Removables conld not stand this, The prieat was
discharged, Burely thisshould notstand in the way ot the promotion
Royal Irish Juzdas has eo fairly earned! He did his best. Ha never
expected to be found out, and he has at any rata conclasively proved
that sacrilege and perjury ave hut trifles to bim in the faithful dis-
charge of his duty to the Castle,

They have discovered a new coercion crime in Onstleresa., A
shopkeeper named Gormley was sent lo gaol for a month withont
appeal by Rewovables Purcell aud Dillon for charging an emer.
geneyman what their worehips were plensed to consider an axor.
bitant price. This is incredible, our English readers exclaim. Cer-
tainly ; but it is true, For the futurs emergencymen will be well
advised to make their bargains through tha Coercion Courts, Thiais
what ig called free contract, Will the courts be kind enough to givea
mouth’s imprisooment to the landlord who charges “ an exorbitant
price " for the land ? Prisons would not be large encugh to hold the
rack-renters if the principle was genarally adopted.

We publish in another column & latter of Father T, K. Bridgett,
contradicting certain expressions attributed to him 1n & sermon in
London, and commented on in “ Week's Work ™ in our Jast {ssua.
The words were communicated to us from a soures on which we be.
lieved we could imbplicitly rely. But we gladly and uohesitatingly
accopt Father Bridgett's contradiction, It fsto us a source of un-
feigned satisfaction to learn that no such words were uttered by a
Catholic prieat. The comment which we felt it our duty to make of
coarse disappears with the words on which it was based, To Father
Bridgett we desire to express our deep and unfe'gned regret for the
p-in thatany misconception of ours may have occasioned him. But it
is for his sake only and hisg bishop's that we can bring ourselves to
Tegret that the comments have appeared, 80 numerous snd 80 cheer-
izg are the letters of kindly remonstrance and sterling sympathy
which they have evoked from our Catbolic friends in England.  Oar
space compels us to select one only amongst a multitude for
publication. It is an abasolnte pleasure to be reproved in this
manly and svmpathetic sirain :—" Buarion House, Richmond, Surrey.
May 20, 1888. Dear Mr. O'Brien—I have not the honour to be
an Iri<hmap, but my pearest and dearest are of your people, and
I can truly say that in all things affscting your country your sorrow
is my 8 rrow, and your joy is my joy. I have, then, the right to
speak frankly at this crisis. You are wrong to write so disrespect-
fally in United Ireland of the 19th of the Bishop ot Southwark,
[ The comment, wa may mention, waa not from Mr, O'Brien's pen.]
Whitever his own private opinions may be, his Lordship keeps
them to himself ; and, as a matter of fact, I maybmention that some
of s most favourite privats are Irishmen and Home Rulers. His
Vicar-General is one, He was formerly missionary rector at Arundel,
but 1 think it is not correet o 83y that hg ever was chaplain to
the Duke of Norfolk. The Bighon is loved and respected throogh-
out his diocese by English and Trish alike, and yoar very disres-
pectful allusions to him will cerfainly give pala to many who,
like myaelf, ardently supp-rt your noble eanse, and shars yoar
views ontirely in regard to this Reseript from the Holy Office I
am sure thit you will forgive me for so speaking, and that you
will gladly wake th: emends which a pious Catholic should
always make when he has been guilty of an injustice. And
ameng all the virtues which make your noble race g conspicaoua
aranng Cathnlic nations, yoar love of justics and yoar generosity
are the very firat.—I am, my dear Mz, O Brien, yours mos: faithfully,
L. L Guisara.”

We may surely claim indulgence it we write with some warmth
of some amongst our Catholie co-religionists in England who have
been the most croel and unscrupulous opponeats of our movement
and tra fucers of our people, unmindful of the deep debt of gratitnde
whteh they owe to Irish agitatron. Buat we most earnedtly assure our
correapondests thit it was never oar intention for one moment to
confound all Englich Catholies in our strictures, We should be, indeed,
ungrat.fol if we for an instaat torgot that the elite of the Catholie
intelleat, +f not rank, in Ergland is strennons on our side ; above gll,
it we furg ot the priceless services that the illustrions Cardinal Manning
has rendered to onr canse, While wa ars on the subject we are
anzious to offer a word of sincere and gratefal acknowledgmant of the
keen-siwhted svmpathy and virile foree of the Catholie Press, whose
large and rapidly-growing icfluence in England forms a wholesome
antidote to the Court-puide Oatholicity of the Tnblet, which wonld
fain degrade the ancient faith to a bicoted avistocratic superstition,
an 1 make the Vatiein an appendix ot 1be Primrose League,

A {rightful outrage took place at the fair of Templemore last
week ; and the chicf actors in it were a youug lanilord and a bailiff.
The one is named Lloyd, the other Bwereny, Both had been st the
fair, and both were, it 18 statel, under the influence of drink when
returoing therefrom. The master was unwilling to go home, the
servant was using some pressure to get him along, when paturally,
the town being crowded, a small crowd gathered round the disputants,
A labourer named Thomson, who knew the parties, stepped over to
advise the tipsy landlord to wo along, and for thanks he was met with
& buallet from Bweeny's revolver, fired, it is declared, at the landlord’s
bidding., A young man named Kennedy, a cnoper, rashed forward to
prevent more murderous woik, as the bailiff was brandishing his
weapon wildlv, He struck Linyd with his fist, and Sweeny, who stood
within & foot eand a half of Kennedy, presented his weapor point.
blank, aad shot him through the heart.  ‘This brutat tragedy, enacted
wantonly aad in the open day, aronsed the indignation of the peopie



