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THE meeting of the irish Catbolic Members of Parlisment which was
held at ihe Mausion House, Dublin, on Thursday May 17, was a
significant and tmeiy 1eminder o all whom it may concern that
Ireland knows what ber duty is when her religious and political
interesta are conceinrd. Foriy-three members, includiag the Lord
Mayor, attended. Thnereeolulions, which were naanimously adopred
on this occasion, poizled to the conclusion thatthe Holy Office
Circular was employ.d by the anscrupuluus enemies of the Holy See
and Irelund, as & poiitical weapon to prejodice the Ivish eause ; ani
that the allega ions of tacts put forthin that document are unfoandad
such, &s for wstence, the asgertions regarding free contract, extortion
of rent from tenants, and sundry other matiers. Deep regret was
also felt that the toly Bee did not select for its econdemnation the
crimes perpetrated in the pame of the law in Ireland, and the
cruelties that ewiction brings with it in its train, It was further-
more resolved, thas while unreservedly acknowledging as Catholics
the spritual juris iiction of the Holy See, the members present re-
cognised no right in the Vatican to interfere with the Irish people in
the management of theiv political affairs. These resolutions were,
as our readera will bserve, moderate, but uncompromising 1n spirit,
They refleet the views aod teelings of the Irish people at home and
abroad on the entire question.

. A most importan: aad bighly-euccessful mass meeting of the
cirizens of Dablin, convoked for the purposa of endorsing the acticn
of tie Insh Catholic wembers of tne Parliamentary party on the
tapai Uireular, was held in the Pheesix Park, on Sunday, May 20.
The a.tendance was very large. and the demeanour of the pecple
most orderly, The tonc of the varions speeches, while being respect-
ful tothe Pope and the Holy Bee, was firm and uncomprom:sing,
The chair was taken by tae Lord Mayor, who, in a few bappy
epigrams, observed that the Irish Catholics were coonected for
different parposes and 1n differect ways with the Powers beyond the
shores of Ireland, DBy their own consent they were linked in
spiritual affairs with the Holy See. Against their will they were in
secular affairs and by secular laws linked to Eogland., Their
rehgion wag iudependent of England as their politics were indepen-
dent of Komz:. ‘they would, taerefvre, continued his Lordsinp, as
soon think of taking their politics from the psiace by the Tiber, as
they would their rehgion from the palace by the Thames. The
Lord Mayor was followed by Alderman Dil'on, who proposed:
¥ That the citizena of Dablin, in public meeting assembled, cordially
endorse and adopt in_ their 1ntegrity the resolutions of the Irish
Catholic Members of Pashament with reference to the late Circular
of the Holy Office of the Inguisition, and respectfully decline to
racognise any right of the Holy See to interfere with the Irish people
in the management of [rish political affsirs,” This resolation was
carrisd by acclamation. Mr. John Dilioa observed that if the allega-
tions contalned 1n the Heseript were true, there was no man—
Catholic or Christian—ia Ireland who would oot admit that they
bad been all pursming anjimmoral path. Several other stirring speeches
were delivered by William O Brien, Daviel tCrilly, and Dr., Kenny,
The demonstration was 1n every way ko endorsement of the action
of the Catholic members on the subject of the Reseript,

The Bishop of Limerick last wuek, ending alay 26, wrote a letler,
ostensibly addiesscd 10 the Mayor, bub in reality sznt at first, not to
the Mayor, but to several anti-liist and Orange jcurnats, This
letter was inteaded to anflacnee the pablic meeting aunounced to be
beld 1o Limenles as o proieds agatust the Koman Reseript, Ia it Dr,
UDwyer ¢ offictally and au.borttatively "' declared that the Decree is
binding on the cunsciences of all whm il concerns, and that 1t is a
grievous pin for anyone to deuy that the Pope bas authornty ts issue
1, Haviog thus treated the queston ns a matier of tarh and
morals, Dr. O’ Dwyer showed that he regards the Reseript as directed
agalust a poliucal act ; furbe says, ©* 1t seema n puty for a mere detail
ot pohtical action " to run the 118k of rending the whole Irish nation
Lo 118 base, at nome and sbioad,

The action of Dr, U'Dwyer had no effect whatever in minimising
the greatness of the meetisg, 1t was powerful ouly 1o preveat the
attendance of the clergy, I'robably 1is only effect way to canse a
much mure numerous attendance of the laity.  The gathering, which
wae lield in the Market-flold, was of enormous proportions, It 1s
slaled 1n the 1epori ot the Dudly Erpress that there weie abous
20,000 persons preseat, Tbe city yuuus and feague brancics cams
out 1n 1mposisy sireugth and much preturesque display of banoe:s
and batds. Great syuadions of men came 1 alsy from various
parts of the County iamenck. and the neighbouring Cownties of
Ulate aud Tipperary were also protty well represeuted im the
throng. Mr. Francig O'Eeefie, Mayor of Limerick, took the char,
sed a resoiution adopting the action of the Jmsh Catholie Membors
of Parhiamect was moved by Mr, Maloney, of Kuocklong, and
aeconded by Mr. Henry O'shea, of Limerick.  Mr. Willhum O Brizn,
M.F, who wa, sull suffering considerably from the effeets ol his
recent accident, and spoke under mueh disadvantage, then du-
livered a vigorous defence of the action of the Campaignoers, and
oriticised strongiy the pulitical action of the Bishop, Mr. Fluucane,
3. P., who followed, reterred Lappily to the bigh antiquity of boy-
cotting. He polnbed out that 1t viigioated 1n tne days of Adam and
Jive, who boycotted theirson Cain whea he murdered his brother,
Mr. Cox, M.P,, also dchivered an appropriate address,

There 18 as aspectof Bishop O Dwyer's letter which has no politi-
«cal sigmficance, but which may, nevertneloss, when all's said and done,
torn out to be the most piquaut featurs ot the whole dogumeat. We
shall await vhe acti.n of Howe on the point with the deepest interest,
Dr, O Dwyer hus been betrayed into commiiting a high theologiesl
misdemeanour almost similar tu, though far less griavous, than that
for which Father Mathew was brought to book by the Holy &ca over
fifty years ago, He bag, oo his own responsibility, ereated 2 new sin,

Hotes,

—_——

The Reseript, as it was drawo up by the Iaquisition, purported to be
no mote than a piece of advice and admonition, backed up by a pious
opinign, 1t carefully abstained from attaching any penalty to dis.
obedience, and thus avowed that it wss not intended as a document
obcdience to which was to ba obligatory. This attitude of the Inquisi-
tion does not pleaga Dr, O'Dwyer, He thinka the Roly Office and the
Holy Father ought to have gore a good deal farther, and as they did
not he has no hesitation in repairing their omission himself, He
‘anthoritatively and officially ' atiaches a peralty to disobeying the
Resctipt, the most awfal penalty known to theology, the penalty of
cternal damupation, He makes disobedience a grievous sin, Hence-
forwacd, nccordiag te Dr, ('Dwyer, the man who joins the Plan of
Campagn or “agitates " agalust the Rescript ipse facto forfeits grace,
and 1f he dicsin thatstate he will be consigned to hell for all eternity,
if Bisbup O'Dwyer's assumption of Papal aathority be taken as valid
eome twenty thousand of hkis owe flock must be regarded as bhaving
incurred this drowdful penalty last SBunday .

T'he coercion intriguers at Rome arz not by any means as cock-
a-whoop as they were. The special correspondent of the Forger,
instead of congratulations, has taken to off:ring condolencs to dis-
comfited coercionists. The Reecript, it seems, is only a matter for
individual conscience. The Pope is8 in no burry to promuigate or
enforce it, It1s not intended to affect the political situation, 8o moch
we gather from a column of incoherent bosh on the subject of the
Papat Iofallibility, Toe following telegram of the Reuler agency is
briefer and more explicit : —** Rome, Tuesday, May 29,—It is affirmed
in weli-informed Vatican circles that the Fope will do nothing for
some time which may tend to disturb farther the public mind in Ixe-
land; having decided to observe this attitude of rescrve in order
not to lay himse.f open to reproach in political guestious.” Bo this
18 the end of the serics of rescripts, excommanications, and anathemas
we were promised would be hurled against the Irish people if they did
not forthwith embrace the landgrabber and emergencyman and pub
their necks under the feet of the evictors, They are not all to be cat
off from the Church like rotten branches after all, Mr. Kernaghan, of
the Daily Ezpress, to tha contrary notwithstanding.

Tha [rishypeople have themaelves to thank for the change, His
Holizess has, we doubt not, realised the falsshoods with which hia
ears were wearied by designing intriguers, and the danger into which
they were willing to plunge the Church for their own selfish ends.
The Ioquisition was, duubtless, persuaded tiat the Plan of Campaign
and boycotting wera cruel expedients, fostered by & few unscrapulous
agitators, from whom the mass of the people were hurning to be
released, We know the old LL.P.U. fable well. The people here
and beyond the ocean by meecting and resolution have given their
answer {o the calumny. Theirsorrowful and indignant protest has
been heard as far as Rome.

“ That Tiber irembles underneath her banka
To hear the replication of these sounds
Made in her concave shores,”
Henceforth it will be no longer possible to mistake their patience for
apathy, or theirreligious devotion to the Holy Bee for toleration of
foreign dictation in their political affairs.

Bix hundred Yorksbire Liberals visited, on Tuesday, May 22,
Hawarden Park, where they wera cordially received by Mz, Gladstone,
who, 1a response to loud calls for a speech, said that the Liberal party
never stood npon broader, firmer, and surer grounds than they stand
upen now. The Liberal party was never engaged in higher and
nobler pursuite. Ireland, continued the right hon. gentleman, is at
this moment the key to the position of every Englsh questioo, and
the real helm that steets the ship of politics. As regards Ireland,
what, hu asked, are we stroggling for! We are labouring to restore
peace 10 a distracted country, Mr, Gladstone's speech was received
with the utmost entbusiasm by the audience, On the whole the
demonstration was most impressive, and higbly suecessful,

Mr, Chumberlain has, through the columns of hie journal, the
Birmingham Daily Post, given the punlic unother panacea for the ills
of Ire.and,  His aruicle——tor there is no reason to doubt its anthorship
—1s, we are informed, the first of a series of papers expounding the
the Uniouist policy. Toe opening sentences of this remarkable
manifesto prove that Mr, Joseph Chamberiain has not as yet given
over that arrogance and fippancy which characterise bhis oratorical
and other pertormances. When, for instance, he dwells on the decline
of the pational movement and the effects of the Papal Circalar, he
maunders the moat unmitigated twaddle. The Irish national move-
mzul gan never die ; and as for the resulis of the Inquisition Rescript
they may be s2en 1n the resolut’ons passed a few days ago by the
Catholic mewmbers of the Irish Parliamentary party. Where the
Birminghara bird is not altogeiher sablind as a bat is io his state-
ment that ceercion is no remody, and that sometbing must be done
on a large scale by way of extending local self-government to Ireland
-—tne Imperial Parlizment, of course, alwaysffremainiog the supreme
arbiter of our destinies, The new Birmingham programme comprises,
in other words, connty government and provincial assemblies,

Hisarticle has fallen ike a bombshell in the Tory camp, where
o'd fogies siill eling to theiwr pot theory of coercion, and nothing save
coercion for Ireland. Lord Salisbury aod his followers are now
begioning to see that they are leaning oo a broken reed in the
person of Biummagem Joe; that tne wily magnate 18 at last luaving
them in the lurch ; and that they must never again expect Birming-
ham to fall into lize with them in the political areaa. Irish Tories
of course, stand aghast at the proposal to hand over county govern-
ment o the Nuatioualists; and howl like a herd of byenas at the
prospect of four provincial Parliamenta starting into life throughout
the country. The antics of these forlorn felluws ave highly amusing
to witness, They sce the lnevitable coming on them. They know
now iustinctively th4t no matter how the wind may blow, the linger-
1o power and influenct which they possesa wilk be ultimately
wrenched fiom them. The handwriting is on the wall, and warns
them that they have had their day, and must now make their bow,
and reiire. Lord Bandolph Churchill and Mr. Joseph Chamberiaino
ia both of whom they so implicitly trusted, are abandoning them t
their fate ; and in a very sbort time the Balisbury Cabinet iteelf



