
Now, let us first look at what took placein Belgium. It will
be remembered that before his elevation to the exalted position of
Sovereign Pontiff his Holiness had been Minister or Nuncio to
Brussels,and, therefore, he must havehad a largeacquaintaince with
Belgian politics. Well, Belgium is we know in majority a Catholic
country,but it was ruled just as France is ruled at this moment, to
a large extentby J ',ws, Freemasons, and Protestants. Isay this
without the least offence to any class or creed, and Imerely state a
fact. Itwas under tue premiership of Frere Orban, who wai one
<>f the lea ling Freemasons in the country, and as the result his
Ministry suppressed the Papal Embassy at Rome, which had been
sjnt thereby the Governmentof Belgium. Indignant at this conduct
andat the geneial policy of theFreethinking Cabinet, theCatholics
of Belgium, for the first lime Imay say, rallied together as one
m*n. Anagitationof extraordinarystrength wasorganised, and at
its head were the archbishops,bishops, andclergy of Belgium. What
happened? No sooner had the Catholic party become Btrong, no
sooner had they begun to make themselves formidable to the atheistic
Government which had outraged tke Holy See, than w 3find Frere
Orban intriguing with the Vatican, and opening negotiations with
the Pope for the re-establishment of the BelgiumEmbassy at the
Vatican, and as a price for that re-establishment of
diplomatic relations, he proposed that the Pope should
intervene to mitigate the agitation of bis Catholic
subjects in the kingdom of Belgium. Had the Catholics of Belgium
bt-eu let alone they wouldhave done whatabsolutely happened with-
in the next three or four years

—
they would hare established a

Catholic Government in that country ;but some diplomatists were
anxious to pluck the apple before it was ripe,and remonstrances
were addressed to the Archbishop of Maliaes and other Catholic
dignitaries from Rome. This gave rise to high debates in ths
Chamber, and finally thehigh contracting parties, being unable to
come to terms, Frere Orban coolly read the whole of his
correspondencewith the Pope in the Belgium Chamber creating
panic, alarm, and indignation on thepart of the Catholic people in
Belgium, and such was the resentment thereat aroused, that if any-
one wants to see the way in whichexterior interventionindomestic
affairs should be treatedIwouldadvisehim to read the pastoralupon
the subject by the Archbishop of Malines on the intrigues of the
atheistic Government of Belgium andhis Holiness. Isay thatif the
terms used in that pastoral by the Archbishop of Ma'ines towards
the authorities of the Church in Rome had been employed by any of
theCatholicdiguitariesin this country his positionwouldnotba worth
ten minutes' purchase (hear, hear), and it is only that the people
of Belgium are a people with their own Government,
and their own Parliament and their own laws (ap-
plause), that their Arcubisuop and the Catholics ot that country
were enabled to take up this important and independentstand (ap-
plause). We inthis country are accustomed to being kicked. We in
this country are like the toadunder the sioue. A kindof callousness
has comeover us,ourbkin has become thickened,a idso wedon'ttreat
with the same spin4" of indigaition the intervention by an exterior
power wmch other people,like the peopleof Belgium,woulddisplay ;
and the position of theBelgian Catholics was thepositionof theIrish
Catholic Nationalists, whicu is ihat if the Curia would begood enough
to leaveus alone (loud applause) we should settle our contest with the
liriiisn Government in double-quick time (loud applause), Iam
not saying tor onemoment but that the Circular does displaycourage
trom a Catholic point of view ; and we as Catholics muso take some
piidc in the fact that, in a situation certainly of great doubt, the
Holy Offica should have the courage to run the risk, in their view, in
the interests of religion, of alienatinga largebody of the Ir'sh nation
here and inAmerica and Australia (applause).

THE CASE OF GERMANY.
Now,take the case of Germany,andnomorefatal instance couldbe

quoted than the effect of the intervention of the Holy See with the
Centreor Catholicparty intheReichstag of the GermanEmpire. What
was the case in Gernrmy ? The case was this. After the war with
France a federated Parliament was created in the German Empire.
At that time, 1572, no religious question had arisen, and there wasno
Catholic party tosafeguard the interests of the Catholic population;
but owing to causes :nto whichIwill not nowenter, the May Laws,
or Falk Laws, as they were called, were passed,by which the Church
in Prussia was put as much under the dominion of the Emperor as a
regiment of his own hussars. Well, the Catholic people of Germany,
who were inert andinactive, as were the people of Belgium, had for
the first time- to consider their strength, and, under the lead of the
ablest Parliamentarians of thetime, the ex-Prime MinisterofHanover,
Windhorst, in a short time Catholic unions, and Catholic cluba, and
Catholic newspapers were studdedlike daisies alloverGermany, and
at the next general election a Catholic party, strong in num-
bers, wascreated. Well, we all know that Bismarck had used the
celebratedphrase that

"
he wouldnevergo to Canossa," as a German

Emperor Lad done in the aays of Hildebrand. No sooner,however,
was the Catholic paiiy formed than Bismarck changed his tune,and
one of the most remarkable things in Continental history was the
mannerm which, by the action of that party, bit by bit the May
Laws were relaxed, andatevery freshelection theparty achievedfresh
victories,until they numbered 80, andIbelieve, ultimately90. What
happenedthenI The Catholics beingstrong, Bismarck wentwithbia
petition to the Pope. They wereinterferingwith the GermanUmpire,
andhad become a cause of offence to the Government. Bismarck,
jnstabout this time, seized anisland belonging to Spam,apparently
with the object of asking the Pope to negotiate as an inter-
mediary in the matter between himself and the King
of Spain. The Pope, of course, was highly flattered that
a man who passed the May Laws should now "go to Canosaa,"
and theresult of the Pope's intervention was that he gare back the
island toSpain. What happenedthen ? Bismarck made one of the
most unconstitutional proposals, from a British point of view, that
could possibly be imagined. He asked that in view of the appre-
hension of war theReichstag should vote the war taxes seven years
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fo overflowing. They j )ined the police in the chase, and when the
assassins were captured tbey wero strongly inclined to lynch them.
Itwasdeposedat the inquest by oneof thepolice-sergeants th-*t the
only expressionof regret made by the landlord wasone to the iftvct
that he was sonyhe didn't shoot mure. It wasshown th*tthe crime
wascommitted without provocation,and a verdict of wilful murder
Wrfß returned agaiust Hweeney,a- d of being accessory theretoagainst
Lloyd. Both were taken to Clonmel Gaol, but whether only to join
the liberated assassins of Coolgreany and Mitchelstown rem-uns to
be seen. Unhappily the landlords and the licensed revoiver-menhave
beenbut toowelltaughtthelussont lat the law,"thoushallnotkill,"has
norecognition in j jry-boxor Dublin Castle whenmurder is brought
home to iheir doors.

The world has been led tobelieve thatUlster is a land flowing
with milk and honsy—

a perfect Arcadia of contentment, prosperity,
and all toe heavmly virtues and attributes. Intellect, culture, and
enlightenment, it has be n over and over asserted, are toba there
found almost aione in Ireland;andits burning loyalty is, above all,
iis signand sigual. This bright picture, we now learn, has a very
different reverse. The revelation comes in a somewhat startling
fashion. There exists inUlster abody called the Handloom Weavers'
Association,one of the objectsof wbich appears to be toinvestigate
the socialcondition of the poor cottiers who eke out an existence by
working at their looms at home. The report just publisheddiscloses
a state of things which, we do not hesitate to say, could not be
matched outside of Ulster. The investigators report that "Inmany
cases the poor weaver and his family have only one

'
bay

'
of a

house to live iu,andin it what they term a bed
—

the bedsteadbeing
6imply a lew oldsticks, withan old quilt thrown overit,butneither
blanketnor pillow, nor any comfort of anykind that Icould see

—
nothingbut the oldquilt tohide their poverty

—
theman(of the house)

sitting therealmost naked,his wife almost terror-stricken at hercondi-
tion, andthree or fourlittle children runningabout dressed inrags,and
hunger picturedon every face. In other cases the family have got
two 'bays 'of a house. These familus generally have six or seven
children— the eldest of them pass the day 'winding

'
for their father

and mother — all of them in rags, dirt, and poverty,growingupin
complete ignorance,kept fromschool or from being educatei in any
wayby thehands ol those who, instead of letting theparents of these
poor children earn a fair living, go on in their unjust dealings,heap-
ingup their thousands and thousands of poundssterling, and building
for themselves splendid mansions."

Butit is not alone that there is starvation, dirt, and outraged
decency ; but there appcari tobe insome cases also shocking cruelty.
Children of tender years are set to work when they ought rather to
be at Bcbool or at play. In one case,say the investigators, "we
went into a house wheie we found a poor little boy of eleven years
of age. chaiued to trie looms by the ankles,with a hanging lock worn
at each ankle, the keys ot the locks in lAs father's pockets, sitting
thereat the wheel, with no shirt of anykind on him. In this same
house there weie three more children

'burrowing
'

through the floor,
the mother out looking for samethug for them to eat, andone sick
girl lying in a aiate of consumption ;and all these are huddled
together in one 'b.iy 'ot a house, along with the loom, and what
they call a bed." What say tie

" loyal
"

and prosperous manufac-
turers of Ulster to ibis terrible in lictment? it is a companion-
picture to that of the groat lnsuiance frauds in Belfast. The pious
church-gom^ gcutkmtn mixed up inthese transactions are nothing
if not "lojal." and would fig it to the death tomaintain the Uuion.
Verily, there seems tob3a good deal oE the whited sepulchre about"

loyaland prosperous
'

Unionist Ulster.

MR. T. M. HEALY M.P., ON THE ROMAN
RESCRIPT.

The following is a speech made by Mr. Hcaly at the fortnightly
meeting of the Central Branchof theIrish National League held in
the offices, 43 Upper O'Connell street, Dublin, as reported by the
Nation .—. —

1presume,meetiEg as we do to-i»»y for the first time after the
recent declaration by the Irish Catholic Members of Parliament inthe
Mansion House, in respect of the recent circular from Rome, tbat it
would ba supposed that some remaiks on the subject should be made
here to-day. Iconfess Imyself approach the subject with some
reluctance, ifnot withhesitation— first, because Iimagine tbat toa
largoextent the effect of the declaration from the Holy Office has
considerably worn off ; secondly, because of the inherent difficulties
in dealing with any matter ofthe Kind by wayof apublic address to a
mixed assembly. However,what strikes me in the first instance in
relation to thematter isthia— and it must beone whichIthinkshould
give our friendsin Rome cause— thatthe Pope would neverhave been
appealed to by the British Government if thepeoplein Ireland, in the
first instance,had not made themselves formidable to the British
(ioveiament (applause), so that the Papal power is only
invoked because we ha?e demonstrated our power of opposition
and resistance in this country by means of our organisation
to the existing tyranny that prevailed in the land. In
the 'same way, look ng within the last ten years at the play of
Vatican diplomacy inits interventionin the affairs of ths people of
Europe, one must be struck by thefact tbat the rukrsof any country
never asked aid or counsel from bis Holiness until they foumi
themselves ina petition of extremeembarrassment with theNational
Catholic partiesin their own land. Now what occurred in Irelandin
1883 at the timeot theErr ngtonmission underaLiberalGovernment,
and whathas occurred now with the mibsion of theDuke of Norfolk
undei a Tory Government,resemble to a largeextent what has taken
placeiv Belgium andGermany, and to some extent in Spam, since
the opening of thepresentpontificateof his Holiness Leo XIII.,and1

myself that wu must be largely guided in oar judgment as to"he way inwhich we should receive any extraordinary interventionin
our domestic and municipal affairs by reference to the manner in
whichother countries havereceived such interventions.
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