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AT HOME AND ABROAD,
- e

A WRITER, who signs himaelf * A Catholic,” pub-
AFFAIBRS AT THE liches in United Ireland an article oz the Roman
VATICAN, Curin and Cardioal Monaco. Tho Pope, ha tells
us, most prabably koew little or nothing of the
Decree which has created so great a sensation in eonnection with
Irish affairs, His personal examiaation into the matter would in-
volve his complete absorption in Irish business, to {he neglect of that
of tha whole Catholic world outside of Ireland. The Pope, there-
fore had to take the word of a Congregation of Cardinals as to
the evidence Iaid before them, And such, says the writer, {a the
rule, for, even were he of a strength beyond that of ordicary human
nature, he could not attend to the mass of busipess dealt with by
the Congregations of the Curia. But the Pope, on the contrary, is
a feeble old man, concerning whoss successor speculation is already
rife. And Cardinal Monaco is spoken of as most likely to replace
him. Tue busiuess traseactel at the Court of Roms is the busi-
ness of the whole Catholic world, the writer tells us, and into it
there enter scveral particuiars thatare of more importance from a
religions point of view than the settlem nt of the Irish question,
The offizials, howcver, on whom the Pope necessarily relies, ars by no
means infallible, and we have a proof of this in the loss of the tem-
peral power, which may be traced to their blunderng. Many of
them, nevertheligs, place b fure all spiritual interests the recovery of
the temporalities, and with this view set a bigh value o2 ano intrigus
with a poweiful Government hike that of England. Cardinal Monaco
meantime, the author and prumu'gator of the Deerce. i8 a man of
greal personal merit—fal-ely aceu-ed of being a muser, bat, on the
contrary, of bounteous char.ty, and parucularly distinguishen for his
dev tion to the poor duiing a certain outbreak of cholera. He is an
answerving sepporter of the claims of thy temporal power, but nat
inchned towards extreme measures for (s recovery, believiug that the
present sla e of affairs 18 oppo~el to the wiil of G, and, therefure,
cannot last. But the polities of the Curia are much tempered by
worldliness, They raise a fog through which Ireland, for example,
is seen a3 much smaller than 1t really rs, ana Hogland, with its
“ Imparial race,” looks unnaturally big, The Vatican statesmen are
dazzled by the idea of forming an alliance with this great power, and
Visons of the teruporal principality, formed in connection with it
lead many Cardinals astray.

THE Nution in an article on the Bushop of
Limerick's letter, puts the position very foreibly
belore the world, and shows the dangsr that must
follow on the entorcement of the Fapal Decres,
Dr. O'Dwyer, it eays, speaks of his readiness to undergo persecution,
but the nisk of peraseutin scems more clearly on the other smude.
More than 9,000 writs of eviction, {nvolving the fate of some 32,000
people. are hanging over the heads of the tenans, and the hand of
the landlord has been staid by fear of cons quences, But if boy-
cotting and the Plan of Campaign, the rafcpuards of the peopla
against the landgrabber and certain starvation be put down, nothing
remaing cxcept the resources of men driven to detperation-~—that is,
bloodshed and the socret society, Venly, the alternative is oge that
& Catholic Bishop should weigh with due consideration before he
accepted i, We do not expect a Catholic BRishop Lo find that com-
fort and support in the 1dea of the havgman, that 0 much sustain
others who deal with Tiish affarrs,

DANGERDUS
COSDITIONS,

United Ireland of June 2nd, pub’ishes tha first
portion of an article inwh ¢k the Rev, B. O Brien,
PP, V.¥, Colcratne, explains that the Papal decree
bas no be:ring on the eondition of thiogsin Ireland,
Father O'Biien baszs his aryumint on the Latin words looatores and
conductores, in which landlorids and tenants are pamed by the degree.
The word loeatores, he explains, is properly used only of owners who
have an abgolute and entize right to the property let by them, and

WRONG
DEFINITIONS,

eanductores 18 righ Iy applied only to 1hose who hirs what belongs
completaly to another and 1o waose ownerghip they bave no clalm to
share, not in even the remutest degres, Bat. all the world knows that
tbe Irish landlord has ot an absolute and entire right to the bolding
he lets to his tenant but that the tenant also has a vested right in it,
1t the landlord were to let the land as nature loft it to him—and st
the rent at which it was justly valaed in such a state, he wonld be
what is meant by the Latin term Zocator, sand, under the sams condi.
tions, the tenact would be what is me=aat by the term eonduoter,
But, as the case stands, the land is valued aceording to the improve-
rents mads init by the tenant—and on this bagis the rent is enforesd,
The decree, therofore, when it speaks of losatores and sonduciores
speaks of ralations that do not exist in Ireland, and, consequently, its
condemnation is null and void.

EveN to the remotest parts of the earth, it would
seem, the Times and its correspondents underatand
thamind and attitude of all ecclesiastics towards
the Irish question. Hera we find a tslegram from
the correspondent at Vieuna, assuring his newepaper that Cardinal
Moran’s visit to fome has nothing to do with Irish affairs, but is
merely a visil of congratulation on the Hacerdotal Jubilee, This tele~
gram, however, we quote for the curiosity of the thing, for wa do not
crunt ourgelves more autborised than is the Times' correspendent at
Vienra to inyuire into the motives of his Eminence’s visit.—But, aa
Mr, Healy bas remaiked in a ~peech lately delivered by him, there i
1o one more qualified than 18 Cardinal Moran to lay » true and cons
vincing statement of Iriab aff:irs before the Holy Fatter. His
Eminence's deci»ion particularly, as Bishop of Ossory, that the land-
lords were bornd to make restitution, and to which Mr, Healy alss
adverted, should 8 rve to throw & very «ffective light on the natare of
the Plan uf Campaign. 1t, moreover, certainly gives a very stroog
gupport to Father O'Brien's argument, quoted by ug from United
frefand, in which he poluts out the unfitness of the Tatin terms used
in the Papal decree. Meantime, it serves further to show the anxiety
felt by the enemies of the Trish canse when we find them alarmed
lest [rieh advocacy should be urged at the Vatican, for that is the
meaning of this telegram—#i0m a correspondent in a distaat Huropean
capital respecting the movements of the Australiau Cardinal. There
is no part of the world where the enemies of Ireland are now a

peace.

A LIVELY
ARXIETY,

IF we were in want of any further proofs that

IRIEH intrigne agaiust the Irish cause had besn going on
CaTHOLICS  in Rome, we ahould find it in the sdmisgion of the
BEWARE, Roman correspondent of the Zimes that he is band

in glove with a personage of great rank whom he
has conselted as to a certain article published by the London Tablet
inreply to the Dublin Freeman. He tells us besides that he knows
the Tablet's article to be an authoritative ntterance, whoss writer has
had exceprional opportunities of learning tha interpretation of the
Papal decree.—We sso, therefore, the kind of commaunication ia
which high Roman officials are, and we also sea the relatlonshipa
maintained by writers for the Tablet, And yet ths Tablet has hed
the audacity to deay point-blank that there had beem any sosi-Irish
intriguing at Rome.—It is, meantime, especially well for we in
these colozies to b: warned that the Zablet and the Times are in
leagne, for the Yimes iz an advocate of the establishment of diple-
matic relations between England and the Vatican, with espscial
reference Lo the appointment of celonial bishops, snd it is imporsang
for ue to learn how the oracle ie-workel, With the men who contral
the Fablet influencing the appointment of our bishops the prospects
of the Irish Oatholic population wonld be sombre indeed. There
would not be a bichop in any colony who had oot undertaken as a
primary part of his duties to stamp out every westige of Irish
nationality—let the danger to religion be whatit might. And, as we
se, the combination of the ZFadlet and the Times is powerful, snd
standa well with high Boman officials, The correapondent to whom
we allude apeaks of the official personage to whom ho had recourse
on the oceasion mentioned, ae  one ol the highest dignitaries of the
Cburch in Rome,” Let the Irish Catholics of the colonies, therefore,
be oa their guard,



