
Eten to the remotestparts of the earth,it would
A livbly seem, the Timesand its correspondentsunderstand
anxiety. themind and attitude of all ecclesiastics towards

the Irish question. Here we find a telegram from
thecorrespondent at Vienna, assuring his newspaper that Cardinal
Moran's visit toRome has nothing to do with Irishaffairs, but it
merely a visit of congratulationon the SacerdotalJubilee. This tele*
gram,however, we quote for the curiosity of the thing, for wedo not
count ourselves more authorised than is the Times'correspondentat
Viennato inquire into themotives of his Eminence's visii.— But,asMr,Healy has rematked in a speech lately delivered by him, there is
noonemoro qualified than is Cardinal Mor*n to lay a true and con*
vincing statement of Irish affiirs before the Holy Father. His
Eminence's decision particularly, asBibhopof Ossory, that the land-
lords were bound to make restitution, and to which Mr.Healy also
adverted,should b rye to throw a very effective light on thenatuie of
thePlan of Campaign. It, moreover, ceitainly gives a very strong
support to Father O'Brien's argument, quoted by ua from United
Ireland,in which he points out the unfitness of theLatin termsused
in the Papal decree. Meantime,it serves further toshow the anxiety
felt by the enemies of the Iribh cause when we find them alarmed
lest Irish advocacy should be urged at the Vatican, for that is the
meaningof this telegram— fiom acorrespondentina distantEuropean
capitalrespecting the movementsof the Australian Cardinal. There
is nopart of the world where the enemies of Ireland are now a
peace.

Current Topics
AT HOME AND ABROAD.

A writer, who signs himself " A Catholic," pub-
AFPAIRS AT THE lishes in United Ireland an article on the Roman

Vatican. Cuiia and Cardinal Monaco. The Pope, ho tells
us, most probably koew little or nothing of theDecree which has created so great a sensation in connection with

Irishaffairs. His personal examination into the matter would in-
volve his complete absorptioninIrish business, to theneglect of that
of the whole Catholic world outside of Ireland. The Pope, there-
fore had to take the word of a Congregation of Cardinals as tothe evidence laid before them. And such, says the writer, is therule, for, even werehe of a strength beyond that of ordinary humannature,he could not attend, to the miss of business dealt with by
the Congregations of the Curia. But the Pope, on the contrary, is
a feeble oldman, concerning whose successor speculation is already
rife. And Cardinal Monaco is spoken of as most likely toreplace
him. Toe business transacted at the Court of Roma is the busi-ness of the whole Catholic world, the writer tells us, and into itthere enter several particulars that are of more importance from areligious point of view than the settlem-nt of the Irish question.The officials,however, on whom the Pope necessarily relies,are by nomeans infallible, and wehave a proof of this in the loss of the tem-poral power, which may be traced to their blundermg. Many ofthem, nevertheless, place hi fore all spiritual interests the recovery ofthe temporalities,and with this view set a bigh value01an intrigueWith a poweifulGovernment like that of England. Cardinal Monacomeantime, the author and prumu'gator of the Decree, is a manof
great personal ment-fal-ely accu-ed of being a miier,but, on the
contrary, of bounteous chanty, and particularly disiinguisaefi for hudcv tion to the poor duiing a certain outbreak of cholera. He is an
unswerving supporter of the da.ms of thi temporal power, but notinclined towardsextreme measures for its recovery,believing thatthe
present ata c of affairs is oppose1 to the will of G jd.and, therefore
cannot last. But the politics of the Curia are much tempered byworldhness. They raise a fog through which Ireland, for example,
is seen as much smaller than it really is, ana England, with its"

Impjnal race," looks unnaturally big. The Vatican statesmen aredazzledby the idea of forming an alliance with this greatpower, and
vis ons of the temporal principality, formed in connection with itleadmany Cardinals astray.

The Nation in an article on the Bishop ofdangebous Limerick's letter, puts the position very forcibly
conditions, before the world, aud shows the danger that must

follow on the enforcement of the PapalDecree.Dr. O'Dwyer, itsays, speaks of his readiness toundergo persecution'
but the risk of persecution seems more clearly on the other side.More than 9,000 writs of eviction, involving the fate of some 32,000people,are hanging over the heads of th.> tenants, and the hand ofthe landlord has been staid by fear of consLquences. But if boy-cotting and the Plan of Campaign, the safeguards of the people
against tho l.mdgrabber and certainstarvation beput down, nothing
remains except the resources of men drivm todetperat^n— that isbloodshed and the secret society. Venly, the alternative is one thata Catholic Bishop should weigh with due consideration before heaccepted it. We do not expect a Catholic Bishop to find that com-fort and support in the idea of the hangman, that so much sustainothers who deal with liish affairs.

United Ireland of June 2nd, pub'ishes the first
WRONG portion of an article in wh eh the Rev. E O'Brien,

DEFINITIONS. PP,V.F.,Colcraine,explainsthat thePapaldecree
has no beiring on the condition of ihinga inIreland.Father O'Biien bases his argument oa theLatin words looatorcsand

conductores,in which landlords and tenantsare namedby the decree.The word locatores,he explains, is properly used only of owners who
have anabsolute and entire right to the property let by them, and

If we were in want of any further proofs that
IBIBH intrigue against the Irishcause had beengoing on

Catholics in Rome, weshould findit in the admissionof the
bettaeb, Koman correspondentof the Times that he is hand

in glove with apersonageof great rank whomha
has consulted as toa certainarticle published by theLondonTablet
inreply to the Dublin Freeman. He tellsusbesides thathe knows
the Tablet's article tobe anauthoritative utterance, whose writerhai
had «ccp fional opportunities of learning the interpretationof (he
Papal decree.

—
We sco, therefore, the kind of communication ia

which high Roman officials are,and we also see the relationships
maintainedby writers for the Tablet. Andyet th» Tablet has h»d
theaudacity todeny point-blank that there had beea any anti-Irish
intriguing at Rome.

—
It is, meantime, especially well fox us ia

thesecolonies to \>i warned that the Tablet ani the Times art in
league, for the Times is an advocate of the establnhmeot of dlplo-
matic relations between England and the Vatican, with espeoial
reference to the appointmentof colonial bishops,and itis important
for us to learn how the oraole is- worked. With themen who control
the Tablet influencing the appointmentof our bishops theprospects
of the Irish Catholic population would be sombre indeed. Tnere
wouldnot be a biehopin any colony who had not undertaken as a
primary part of his duties to stamp out every vestige of Irish
nationality

—
lei the danger toreligion be whatitmight. And,as we

see, the combination of the Tablet and the Times is powerful, and
stands well withhigh Roman officials. The correspondent to whom
we allude speaksof the official personageto whom ho had recourse
on the occasion mentioned, as "one of thehighest dignitaries of the
Church inRome." Let the Irish Catholicsof the colonies,therefor*,
be oa their guard.
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conductores is righ ly applied only to those who hire what belongs
completely toanother aud m w'aoae ownership they bareno claim t°share,not ineventhe r-outest degree. Bat.all <ho world knows thatthe Irish landlordhas ntanabsolute and entire right to theholding
he leta tohis tenant but thatthn tenant also hni a rested right init.If the landlord were to le.t the land as nature left i» to him— and it
the rent at which it was justly valuediv each m stale, he woaldbo
whatis meant by the Latin term locator,and,under the tame oondLtions, the tenant would ba what is meant by the term eonduaUr.But,as the case Btands, the landis Talued according to the improve-
mentsmade initby the tenant— and on tni« basis the rent isenforced.The decree, therefore, when it speaks of looatortt and »oi%duetore»
speaksof relations that donot exist inIreland,aii,consequently,itr
condemnation is nulland void.


