
A PUBLIC meeting was held in Dunedin on Monday night, Mr.
JohnCarroll in thechair, toadvocate the construction of the Otago
Central line by a syndicate. S r ttobert Stout,however,appearedupon
thescene and marred the harmony of the situation by proposing an
amendment toa contrary effect. Sir Robert, as usual, spoke in the
interests of the men of tbe future,and witha view to make provision
for a time when,evolution having progressed a further stage, and
heredity being counteracted by something as yetunknown,asuperior
race, beloved beforehand by comparatively superior grandfathers,
Bhall rejoice in the benefitsarising from the nationalisation of the
land.

—
What,nevertheless.seemsrequisiteto lessadvancedmmds is the

immediateconstruction of the line,demandedboth by the necessities
of thepeople already settled in thedistricts concerned,and theinterests
of settlement and of the general welfare of the colony, Sir Robert
wasespecially unhappy in his contemptuousreferences tosome of our
most respectablecitizens, an1notover felicitous in his explanations
asto that distinction without a difference— his supportof the Midland
railway as contrasted withhis opposition to the Otagoline.

—
Weour-

selves are thoroughly opposedtoanymonopoly of the land,andshould
deprecateanything approaching the abuse of land grants to syndi-
cates, such, for example,as that whichhas occurred in America, but>
as wehave before remarked, there is nosimilarity between such cases
and that of Central Otago.— Itis evidently for the advantage of the
country that this workshould be undertaken withoutdelay.

The latest items of especial interest, as bearing on the Irish
cause, come tohand by the SanFrancisco mail as wego to Press, are
as follows :

— Captain Sinclair, a Glads,oni'e, has beateu the Tory
candidate for Ayr, replacing a deceased Liberal Unionist. The
rtsult of the election shows a gain by Mr. Gladstone in the con-
stituency of 1238 votes.

— The G >v-jrnment have been defeated in
Parliament by a vote of censureon the administration of the Admir-
alty,carried by 113 to 91. The vote was moved by Mr. L.J.Jenn-
ings a Cjnservative Member, and suppjitjd by a combination of
Gladstouites, Unionists,and 21 Tories, — Aspicial raid has beeu made
on the menibeiß of the League in Ireland, numbers of them being
arrested onalleged secret information.— Mr. Parnell gavea dimer in
London on June 13,in honour of his lately imprisaned colleagues.
Mr. Dillon, who waspresent on the occasion, said that the Papal
rescript wasa fortunate tiling, showing as it did that while Irish
Catholics were fa thful to their (Jhurch they wo.ild not take their
politics from liome.

—
The Bibhop of Limeiick has issued a circular to

his clergy commanding the enforce.nent of the Papal resciipt, and
denouncing excommunication i-gaiust these who ret>ist. United Ire-
land threatens to have a pttuion sign<_d for presentation to the
ecclesiastical authorities praying for the Bishop's removal from his
See.

—
It is unanimously agreed that if an attempt be made to carry

out the sentence ot bis. mouths" imprisonment on Mr. John Dillon, he
can hardly survive it. His .stateof heahh is visible to all who come
incontact with him. He took anactive pait iq ihu Ayr election.

The drawing of the Riverton Art-Union has been unavoidably
postponedun ll .November 4. No doubtall those who are favourably
disposed towards the undeitakicg will be glad of theopportunity thus
given of advancing its inieitsts.

(From anoccasioual Correspondent.)
There has been very little of interest trauspiring of late inmining
circles, and bezondthe ordinary work-a-dayoperationsof the various
mines and holdings throughout the district there is nothing to speak
of torecord.

A rather goodstory is incirculation regardingthe12cwt. of stone
which Captain Pearse, the agent of the Waipori quartz miners, has
taken with him to London as a sample of tbe O.P.Q. reef

—
not a

pickedsamp c, youknow, but a sampletakenpromiscuously from the
reef. The workof picking the stone wasentrusted tocertain miners
holding a direct interest inthe concern, and so it could hardly be
expected that they wouldselect the worst specimens with which to
dazzle the eyesof intending Bnglish investors. They just did what
nineteenth-century miners might be expected to dounder the circum-
stances. They got together into that 12cwt.parcelof" promiscuous"
quartz the very best specimens they could lay their handson. Idon't
know how much of this to vouchfor ;indeed, Iwill not vouch for
auy of it,but as the story is in pretty general circulation,Ithink the
readers of the TABLET may as well have the advantageof it.

As anold settlerin theseparts, and ene waohus the progress of
tbe district at heart, It makes me glad to see tbe tide of English
capital flowingia thisdirection,andIwouldnot be thefirst one tosaj
anything that would tend tostem that tide and turn itinsomeother
direction. ButImust most emphatically object as a New Zealand
colonist andone who cherishes tbe goodnameof my adoptedcountry
above all personalconsiderations, against the system of gross mis-
representationwhich the promoters of miaing ventures have of late
been indulging in. If they havea property tosell let them tell the
iruth about it, so ttut waen EaglUn capitalists do invest their
money they will know what they are getting for it. Thereare many
really goodmining investments on the Otago gold-fields which would
handsomely repay aninvestment of capital if judiciously expended;
but if,indisposing of them, we represent themat fifty or a hundred
times their true valueand demand prices for them far in excess of
whut they are wonh, disappointmentis sure to follow, and New
Zealand will come tobe rec>gnised as the land of mining swindles
and the happy hunting-ground of dishonest adventurers. By-ani-
bye,Imiy revert to this question,but for the presentIthink Ihave
said enough, Imay have occision to saymore shortly.

The Blue Spur and Gabriel's Gully Gold Mining Co.has nowbeen
inoperationfour months, and the yieldof gold to date is 335ounces,
valuedat £1,2G5 ss. As only one branchof water has been at work,
this return maybd considered very good. Toe manager expects to
have four jetson shortly, butitremains to be seen whether this will
quadruple the yield. Let us suppose thatitdoes ; a year's working
with tour jets would onlygive £15,075 worthof gold. This would be
the gross reve iue. According to the report of themeeting of share-
holders published in the FinancialNews, Sir Walter Buller told them
that from the tailings alone they were to get a net profit of £50,000
a year for eight yeais. I'mafraid t*ir Walter will be a tnfla out in
his reckoning at the cad of the year. The men at present eagaged
on the Spur by thjcompany ara working in three shifts. When the
additional jeis are turned oa the number of man is likely to be
increased.
Iunderstand the Otago Cjrnpany, one of the claims on which

10 per cent, wag advanced with the optionof purchasingat the endof
the year,hada fairly good washingupa few days ago.

Theoperationsof the Fidelity Company, which is the only other
claim at work on the Spur, have been interrupted for the want of
water. Aft?' arinof several months the menare now w-tshing up.

Not a little feeling has evinced itself of late over the mannerin
which politicalconsiderations have beenintroduced into themanage-
ment ot the Spurclaims. Ithink itis a very wrong thinjr that a work-
man's fitness tor abillet should be gauged by bis political leanings,
and that themanager should b ■ obliged to employ men, whateverhis
opinionof their fitness may be, for no other reasonapparent, than that
they voted straight at last election.

Inspeaking of the Tailu.gs Company's claim inmy letter of last
week Istated that though that properly was guaranteed by the
agent who was commissioned to ex ou'.e tne sale to yield an annual
net profit ot £50,000 a year for teu yeais, yet it was disposed of for
£30,000. In this statement,Ihave, it appears, somewhat erred.
The Tailings Company's claim was sold not for £30,000, but for just
the half of that amount

—
£15,000, two-thirds cash, and one-third

shares. Nothing of the kind has beenh -ar>l of in modern times— a
clear profit of £50,000 a y^ar goin* a btjg^ing for £10,000, theone-
ihird shares of courseIdon t attach ruuen importance to

—
nobody

does, except, perhaps, those singularly confiding Cockneys who are
learning colonial experience at the nanis of Sir Walter Buller and
Co.

Joe Martin,of P-ixton, 111., captured nine cub wolveson April
21ina shock of cornonhis father's farminCampaign County. T.b
old wolfescaped. '

/(

We have rece vt_d from the Secretary of the I.N.L.atKumara the
gum ot £66 lls 6i for transmission to Dublin. \\ hile wecongratulate
the generous and patriotic poopleor the diEtnc1",however, we cannot
agree with the Seoretaiy in reproaching, as he does in a letter pub-
lishedby us clsLwhoe, th.j people ot the West Coast generally for
carekfisnesjin ihu matter. Our experience is that tbey have,on the
contrary,beenmofet constant and liberal in their conuibutions, and
deserving of the higbest praise. Of tLeir own good will, moreover
ye haveno doubt ibey will continue their efforts until the cause is
won. But the Secretary errs through praiseworthy motives that will
ibe fully undeistood.

We havereceivedanother"brimstone"number of the Whitehall
Revien',m whicti the aristocraticmeanderings of the lateegg-mercbant
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are again replacad by a kind of vitriol inspired clucking on tbe
part of thepresent more elevatededitor, Bat Mr. KeithAngus had
better beware. Let aim look to Tullamore, where scoundrelism has
developed into suicide. He also may come to find that he has some
remnants of a conscience andof a capability for remorse hidden
away in tbe depths of his being, small and shallow as they are.
Mr. Angus tells us, for example,heis tired of the" boghut with the
hole in the roof, and the pig playing with the potatoes." Perhaps
his weariness arises in particular from early recollections of some
Scotch bothy orLondongarret withits appropriatepastimes.Batnow
by dint of "

booing
"

Mr. Angus has risen a step above that,
Longmay he enjoy the favourhe has earned someritoriouily.

TUAPEKA. MINING NOTES.

Thb Roman correspondentof the Liverpool Catholic Times, in
writingof the Papal decree, says that noone ismoredissatisfied with
that document or with better reason than those who tried by fair
means and foal to obtain it. He adds that it is hardly possible to

Jdeecribe all thesepeoplehare done todeceive theauthoritiesatRome."That Ireland," he says," hasnot beenplaced under an interdtct, as
the effect of their falsehoods,ought to be a clear indication to those
malicious busy-bodies that theauthorities here suspected themwithout
any refutationof their tales." This is striking testimony as to the
part taken by theLondon Tablet and the sanctimonious "doggery

"
of whichit is the mouthpiece. The correspondent ia question also
tells us that the conductors of the Tablet havereceived two admoni
tions fromRome as to theirmethod of conducting the paper. This,
he repeats, is true, although they den., it.— But that is a matter of
course. The so-called C.tholicwho parts withbischarity andhumility
has little regard for truth.
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